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NATURAL HISTORY AND CLASSIFICATION 


OF 

BIRDS. 


PART I. 

OX THE STRUCTUKE AND XATl'IlAL HISTORY OF BIRDS 
IN OENEUAL. 

CHAPTER I. 


VUKLIMINAUY REMARKS. — PKCrUARlTIKS OF THE CLASS 

ITS RELATION TO THOSE OF REPTILES AND QUADRUPEDS. — 
ITS PRIMARY DIVISIONS AND ORDERS. 

(1.) If elegance of form, beauty of colouring, or 
sweetness of voice, worn peculiarities which constituted 
the superiority of one class of lieings over another, we 
should unquestionably assign to liiiins the highest 
station in the scale of the animal creation. No shadow 
of fear mixes with those pleasurable sensations with 
which they are viewed ; and those feelings, moreover, 
are heightened by the ethereal nature of the creatures 
themselves. In a moment they may spread their 
wings, launch into boundless air, and he seen no more. 
We almost view them as beings of a hajipicr world, 
alighting upon this “ dim spot called earth,” more as a 

B 



^ ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF BIRDS. 

place of temporary rest^ in their voyage through the 
regions of space^ than as their permanent abode. They 
remind us of those invisible spirits of the unseen world, 
whicli, we are taught to believe, traverse the air on the 
wings of the wind ; who alight, but for a moment, 
among the sous of men, and then depart to breath a 
purer atmosphere. Of all unintelligent heings, they 
alone are gifted with a musical voice, possessing both 
sweetness and varied expression. Their language, in 
some measure, is thus intelligible even to man, in- 
spiring him with cheerfulness or melancholy. Hence 
it is, that from among birds the poets have selected 
their sweetest themes. They are, both poetically and 
literally, the butterflies of vertebrated animals* ; flitting 
from one plant to anotlier, living less on earth than in 
the air, and having their wings ornamented with fea- 
thers of bright or varied colours. In both we dimly 
see an indication of that existence which will separate 
the spirit of man from those cares, anxieties, and al- 
lurements which chain him down to earth, as if it was 
his final and only stage of action. It is highly pro- 
bable that the Sweet Psalmist of Israel f” had some 
such thought, when he longed for the wings of the 
dove, that he might flee from earth and be at rest.ij: 

(2.) It is to this interesting and varied class of 
animals that our present volume will be exclusively 
dedicated. Our chief object will be to explain those 
relations which they bear to other animals, and those 
which they possess among themselves. We shall en- 
tleavour to exhibit Ornithology, not as an isolated 
science, disconnected in its relations from other classes of 
the animal kingdom, and whose parts are to be classed 
without any reference to general laws ; but we shall 
view it as a part only of one stupendous whole,” — 
as forming an integral portion of that mighty circle 
over which the same laws of physical science equally 

* The feathers of birds, soft and imbricate, arc perfectly analogous to 
the down upon the wings of butterflies, and both arc disposed in the same 
manner. 

f Bishop Horne. % Psalm xi. 1. and Iv. 6. 
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and uniformly prevail ; and whose parts, whether large 
or small, are intimately and harmoniously connected 
with all others in tlie chain of being. We presume 
that those who desire to understand and enter into the 
views here developed, have made themselves already 
acquainted with the ordinary nomenclature of the 
science, and with the different denomination of groups 
which it contains.* The habits and instincts of birds and 
other animals will form a distinct treatise in this series, 
while their technical internal slriictiire will be left to 
the physiologist. Their comparative anatomy, as ex- 
hibited in their external construction, is that part of 
the science upon which we shall more particularly ex- 
])atiato : first, because there is no work of this de- 
scription at all calculated for the present state of science ; 
and, secondly, because every modification of form in- 
dicates a corresponding peculiarity of food, habit, or 
manners. This subject, which wnll occupy the greater 
part of our present volume, will render it more par- 
ticularly an Intiioductjon to jModehn Ornithologv, 
The Bibliography and Nomenclature of Birds will then 
follow ; after which we shall lay before the naturalist 
such a systematic arrangement of the different groups 
as appears to us most in accordance with nature. 

(8.) It is easy to perceive that Birds form one of the 
grand divisions of vertebrated animals ; that which is 
most strongly marked, and that which is most isolated. 
A hotly covered with feathers, instead of hair or wool, 
and the two fore feet n*ansformed into wings, is the 
form under which Nature has now developed one of 
the most lovely groups in creation. The structure of 
birds adapts them for inhabiting an element, from 
which quadrupeds, and even man, is excluded. They 
seem to wander over the regions of space, with 
an case and celerity of which there is no parallel 
in nature. With few exceptions, they are the most 
gifted with the power of locomotion ; since, as it has 

* On the Classification of Animals, p. 2CG. 
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been well observed of the wading tribes, they command 
tliree elements, and can make way c(iiially well on land, 
in tl\c air, or in water. They possess the greatest 
energy of respiration known to exist ; and their powers 
of yision are more highly developed than in any other 
dass of vertebrated animals. 'Jlieir internal structure 
is not less peculiar. 'Their young arc produced from 
eggs, and they have a double system of circulation and 
respiration : the lungs are fixed to the ribs, undivided, 
and pierced in such a way as to permit the air not only 
to pass into the chest and body, but even to penetrate 
the interior of the bones, so that every part is im- 
pregnated with that fluid in which they are destined 
to move. 

(4.) We have already shown* that Birds, in the ver- 
tebrated circle, occupy a station between lleptiles and 
Quadrupeds. Between Birds ai\d the former there 
seems, in the living world, to be a wide hiatus ; a gap, 
which nothing now known to exist in creation can fill 
up. But this apparent interruption is not, in fact, 
so great as may be thought ; and even if it were, it 
must not be confounded with an entanglement, or with 
a mlhifiy or leap, of Nature : many links arc, indeed, 
wanting, but the circles, at those parts where they may 
be supposed to touch each other, stiU preserve such a 
resemblance, and manifest such a mutual approximation, 
as to leave us in no doubt on tlieir real and absolute 
affinity. 'W^ere we to rest satisfied with the affinity 
thought to exist between the tortoises and the penguins, 
the subject might still be left in doubt ; for analysis has 
satisfied us that this is a resemblance of analogy, and 
not of affinity. It is here, in short, that we see the 
absolute necessity of studying the forms of extinct 
animals, no less than of those now existing. In the 
extraordinary genus PUtrodav.tylufs, there is such a sin- 
gular union of the reptile with the bird, that an ordi- 
nary observer, looking at its skeleton, would be quite at 
a loss to decide to which class it belonged. In these flying 
* On the Classification of Quadrupeds, p. 41. 
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lizards, which helonprcd to a remote era of our globe, we 
see the wings and legs of a bat ; a long snout, which 
might be mistaken for a bill, were not the jaws provided 
with a few teeth ; and a neck nearly the length of the 
body, which immediately remimls us of a wading bird. 
This peculiar structure, which has no analogy to any 
existing reptile, is precisely what we should look for 
in a group of animals connecting reptiles with birds, 
and offers a far more perfect link of affinity than that 
between a tortoise and a penguin. There have been dis- 
covered no less than three species of these birdlike 
reptiles in the different limestone slates of Europe ; and 
they obviously belong, witli the Plesiosaur m and others, 
to a distinct order of their own class, nearly all of which 
were swejit away by one of those convulsions of the 
globe which preceded the creation of the last and most 
perfect of the Almighty’s works — Man. 

(.5.) The approximation of birds to reptiles being 
thus established, let us now see in what manner the 
former are connected to quadrupeds, at the opposite ex- 
tremity of their circle. For this purpose we may select 
either the OmithorhjfncJius in one, or the ostrich in tlie 
other class, as equally tending to effect this union. Tlie 
Oruithorliynehus, indeed, is a (piadruped ; but so totally 
unlike its congeners, that it stands alone among them as 
a completely oviparous animal. The similarity of its 
jaws to those of a bird is so strong, that, upon its first 
discovery, it was strongly suspecteil the specimen sent to 
Euro])e was a deception, practised by some cunning fel- 
low on the credulity of naturalists, by engrafting the 
bill of a tluck upon the skull of a quadruped. On turn- 
ing to the ostrich family, we find an equally strong ap- 
proximation to quadrupeds. The wings, which are the 
great characteristic of birds, are so small as to become, 
for the purposes of flight, absolutely useless. — The body 
of the emu is covered with a sort of hair, rather than 
with feathers ; wliile its thick feet and tramping gait 
remind us more of a horse tlian of a bird. The os- 
triches, in fact, are without two of the three primary 
B 3 
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distinctions of their class. They are birds which can- 
not fly, and whicli have no real feathers, 'i'hcy walk, 
indeed, upon two feet ; hut so does the kangaroo and the 
jerboa, which, indeed, are quadrupeds, but whose fore 
feet are as little developed as the winpjs of the ostrich. 
True it is, that we can have no hesitation in referring 
each of these animals to their pi' 0 ])pr class ,* ajid, there- 
fore, it may be said, there are still £j:a[)s in the chain- 
We freely admit this. I>ut the question is, notwiidher 
the series of links are perfect, but whtlhcr the last in 
each does not bear all the marks of having been for- 
merly united by means of some lew which are lost. 
If the Oniittioiiii/uvhiis, of all existing <jiiadnipeds, 
evinces the nearest approach to birds, and the ostrich, 
among birds, shows the like tendency towards the struc- 
ture of quadrupeds, we have all the evidence requisite 
to prove tlicir relationship. 

(f).) W^e have said that birds are the butterflies of 
the vertebrated animals, not merely in the figurative 
imagery of poetry, but in the sober language of science. 
This analogy will be at once aiqiarciit, on comparing the 
circle of the animal kingdom with that of the vertebrated 
animals. 


AnhmiKtgfmi. amractm. 

1. Typiral oirrlo. Vi^rtkbkata. Pro-omincntly typical. 

2. SiilMypical I CBoilv I'urni^lK'il with 

circle. j A.%->vi.osa. ^ 

A AKai-iiottf f Moli.I'’ 3CA. Crawl upon their bellies. 
J. Aberrant cir. 1 CImiiseabIc in lorm. 

t ItADiATA. Prc-cijiiiicJitly aquatic. 


Circle of the 
Fcrlehrata. 
Ma.u.ualia. 

^ Aviis. 
Ukki'Ii.ia. 

Ami’iiibia. 

PlSC'£.S. 


Notwithstanding what has lx?en said (1.) on the many 
circumstances which give to birds a greater interest than 
we in general feel towards quadrupeds, it must be re- 
membered that these latter are a much more highly 
organised class, and that therefore they exhibit the per- 
fection, or types, not only of the vertebrated circle, but 
of the entire animal kingdom. Annulose animals, or 
insects, are the next in rank ; and the most perfect of 
these are ihePtilota, or winged class, at the head of which 
stands the order Lejndoptera. Hence, one of the most 
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typical characters of the Annulosa is precisely that of 
the class of birds ; and both are distinguished, in their 
pre-eminently perfect examples, by having a body fur- 
nished with wings. A shellfish is the type of the 
Teatacea, just as serpents are of the Heptilia ; and both 
these are without feet or fins, yet crawl upon their bellies. 
The Acriia and the Amphihki are the least organised of 
their own circles ; while the animals of the Radiata, 
like the fish, are pre-eminently aquatic. In this way 
has Nature represented the great divisions of the animal 
kingdom, in the class of Avesj and has given us, under 
the form of a bird, another modification of that which 
we see in a butterfly, 

(?•) have now sufllciently illustrated the station 
which the circle of birds occupies in the animal kingdom, 
and the analogies which belong to it as a class. Before, 
however, we proceed to explain the primary groups 
which compose this circle,lct us advert to what has already 
been said on the primary types of nature, and see how 
far they are exemplified, or how far they can be traced 
in the objects before us. This investigation will be 
doubly instructive. It will tend to verify, in detail, those 
assertions which have been advanced in a general %vay ; 
it will also awaken the attention of the ornithologist to 
many peculiarities of structure and of habit ; and enable 
him, even in the investigation of species, to refer many 
shades of variation to one and the same cause, which 
would either pass unregarded, or be considered altogether 
anomalous. 

(8.) The primary types to which birds, no less than 
all other animals, as we conceive, may be referred, have 
been already expatiated upon.* But we are now to 
regard them only as they appear in one class ; and their 
definitions will consequently lose much of that vague- 
ness, and be stript of many of those exceptions, wdiich 
it was impossible to avoid, when attempting to reconcile 
. the innumerable variations they assumed in the different 
groups of the entire animal kingdom. The names by 

* Classification of Animals, p. 241. 

jB 4 
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which these types are distinguished, in Ornithology, are, 
1. T\\e Raptorial ; 2. mhe Inses'sorial ; 3, T\\g Natato- 
rial, or aquatic ; 4. The Grallatorial, or Tenuirostral ; 
and, 5. ^''he Raaorial, or Scamorial. 

( 9 .) The first, or pre-eminent type, is termed the 
Insessorial, or typical, because it corresponds to the order 
Inacssores, the most perfect in this class. We use the 
term perfect, on this and all other occasions, not as im- 
plying that other groups — when coiripared to such as are 
thus termed — arc imperfectly formed, but as indicative 
only of a higher or more complicated organisation. 
Nothing that the Universal Creator has maile, can, 
by any possibility, be imperfect, in the usual meaning of 
the word; because, as one of His attributes is perfection,, 
it of course follows that all His works are equally so ; that 
is, they are most beautifully and most completely formed 
for the station in the the scale of nature they arc intended 
to fill, and for performing the functions belonging to 
their particular organisation. But while this truth is ap- 
parent to all who wish to know it, there cannot he a doubt, 
that some animals have their instincts more developed 
and their forms more highly organised than others. A bee 
is a more perfect animal than a butterfly, and this latter 
than an oyster. AVhy ? Because, although each, after 
its kind,” is perfection, yet a wonderful degree of in- 
stinct has been given to the first, great beauty of form 
to the second, and botli have l)een denied to the third, 
— which, moreover, is barely capable of voluntary 
motion. We Jiave thought it right to enter upon this 
explanation — not that it is necessary towards men of real 
science and good feeling — but to take from one or two 
obscure writers the x)owcr of wilfully misinterpreting the 
sense in which we use the terms perfect and imperfect, 
when applied to animals. Regarding circles which are 
distinguished by these ejuthets, we have already said 
sufficient. But to return. 

(10). The Inseasorial, or pre-eminent type, as just 
intimated, is that which is most highly organised, either 
with a variety of powers, or with any one iiower in 
particular, nearly to the exclusion of many others. 



PRIMARY TYPES. 


y 


Animals so endowed are called, for the sake of brevity, 
typical of their own group. Thus the crow is the type 
of the whole feathered creation, because it unites in it- 
self some part of the properties of all other birds ; while, 
u])on the second principle, the woodpecker is the type 
of the climbing tribe, because it possesses that particu- 
lar faculty more perfectly than any other. The swallow, 
again, is the pre-eminent type of the fissirostral birds, 
liecause it not only flies with the greatest comparative 
swiftness, but its feet are more perfectly organised than 
those of the night- jars (^Caprimuiffux). The insessorial 
type, in a word, is that which exhibits all the characters 
of the division in which it is placed.. It thus becomes 
pre-eminently typical, and stands in opposition to an 
aberrant type, which possesses part only of such charac- 
t<Ts. In regard to the external characters, the bill, in most 
instances, is more or less conical, and slightly notched 
1. 6), while the feet are well developed: but there 
are so many variations, that 
it will be necessary to enter 
into further particulars 
when we come to enume- 
rate the orders and tribes. 

(11.) The Raptorial, 
or sub-typical form, has the 
upper mandihle much more 
hooked ; and, in a large 
proportion of the groups, there is a deep notch near the 
tip on each side, by which a process, performing the 
office of a tooth, is produced. {Fig. 1. a.) Carnivorous 
habits especially belong to this type, which corresponds 
to the Feline order among quadrupeds. Its highest 
ilevelopment is seen in birds of prey, JRaptores, where 
tile claws of the toes are also retractile, like those of the 
cats {Felmre). 

(12.) The aberrant types come next. Of the indica- 
tions of the Natatorial, or aquatic structure, tlie two 
which arc most universal are the shortness and limited 
power of the feet, and the broad obtuse form of the bill. 
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I'he head is always large in proportion to that of other 
types; and these birds either actually live upon the sur- 
face, or habitually frequent the vicinity, of the water. 
They are well distinguished from those of the next, or 
grallatorial type, by the excessive width of their mouth, 
— a formation admirably adapted to the manner in which 
they feed, which is almost always, like swallows, upon 
the wing : this peculiarity, indeed, belongs to no other 
type. The tail is generally very short, and great bulk 
of body is a frequent accompaniment of the natatorial 
structure ; witness the gigantic albatross, the pelicans, 
and the penguins, while the ostrich and the cassowaries, 
although not swimmers, are, nevertheless, the natatorial 
types of the gallinaceous order. I'lie powers of flight 
are much «liversified, but they are, in general, very 
great ; instances of this swiftness occur in the swallows, 
petrols, flycatchers, and many other groups belonging to 
this form. The grallatorial, or tenni rostral type, is 
sliown in birds, as in quadrupeds, by a great slenderness 
and elongation of the jaws, muzzle, or bill; for all these 
are merely diflercnt terms to express nearly the same 
thing; the notch in the bill, when it exists, is very 
slight, and the feathers of the front arc considerably 
advanced upon the base of the upper mandible. The 
opening of the nostrils is very long, often tumid, but 
never round. Great swiftness, either of foot or of wing, 
is a constant indication of this type. Sometimes, as in 
the snipes, both these characters are united ; at other 
times, as we see in the humming birds, this swiftness is 
confined only to flight; while in some few, as the 
flamingo, the wings are short, but the feet very long. 
The aperture or gape of the mouth is generally very 
small, as in all suctorial animals; witness the whole of 
the typic:d Grallutorca, or waders, and their represent . 
atives, the TrochUidie. The smallest birds, no less than 
the smallest quadrupeds, are of this type, which is again 
represented by the little gliriform Mammalia, The 
'Haftorial type is inferior only to the natatorial in hulk. 
Birds belonging to it have the tail greatly developed as 
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to size, or it is highly ornamented, or it is of some par- 
ticular or unusual structure. The hill, in the most typical 
examples, is short and thick, not conic, like Uie perchers, 
but having the upper mandible more arched than the 
under, and the nostrils covered with a hard or horny 
substance : such, at least, are the characters found in 
the order which more especially represents this type; but, 
in other groups, the hill is modified, so as to point out 
the secondary analogies of the birds. A much more 
general characteristic is the great size of the foot in all 
its parts and proportions. Hence w’^e find that the birds 
in question live merely upon the ground ; and that in 
proportion to the strength of their feet, is the shortness 
of their wings : their food also is more restricted to the 
vegetable world than any other birds, and they scratch 
the ground in search of sc'eds with their strong feet, and 
are assisted in the same operation by their robust bills. 
All the groups which re]i resent this type, in some mode 
or other, evince cither attachment or confidence towards 
man ; and they are peculiarly susceptible of being tamed 
or domesticated. 

(13.) The recapitulation just made of the chief 
characters of the primary types of the animal kingdom, 
as they appear in the class before us, wdll be sufficient 
to recall the attention of the student to what has been 
said upon the same subject on a former occasion*; 
when the definitions of these types were extended to all 
animals. The further modifications to which they are 
subject in the difi'erent groups, will lie noticed as they 
occur. Bearing in mind, however, the foregoing indi- 
cations, the student will be prepared to understand more 
readily those definitions of the primary divisions of the 
dass, which we shall now enter upon. 

(14.) All birds belong to one or other of the follow- 
ing orders: — 1. Raptores, or rapacious birds ; 2. In- 
SESSORES, or Perchers ; 3. Rasores, or Fowls ; 4. 
Grallatores, or Waders; 5- Natatores, or Swim- 
mers. W e call these divisions OrUers ; but it is more 
* Classification of Animals, p. 257. 
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probable that the three last — which constitute the aber- 
rant group of the class — are only of the rank of f rihes ; 
equivalent to the Fissirofitres, Sminfiorea, &c. hereafter 
noticed. As the circularity of these three groups, taken 
collectively, has not yet been made out, we sliall tliere- 
forc, for the present, consider them as holding the rank 
of orders. The typical circle is seen in the order Jnses- 
soRES, and the subtypical in that of the IIaptojies. 
Groups, truly natural, may he defined by more than 
one set of characters ; hence it is, tliat, independent of 
every other, the primary divisions of this class may lie 
shortly and beautifully discriminated by their feet. In 
these members we have three striking modifications of 
structure (Jrf/. 2.). In the Uaptores, or birds of prey 



the feet (ji) are raptorial ; that is, adapted for seizing and 
destroying other animals ; the claws are consequently 
sharp, much hooked, anti retractile, and they may be em- 
ployed both offensively and defensively. In the second, 
or pre-eminent type — the Insessokes — the feet are 
constructed more especially for grasping or perching (6) ; 
the claws are comparatively small, less curved, and are 
not retractile ; while the hind toe, as in the last, is 
placed upon the same level as the fore toes. In the third, 
or aberrant division, composed of the fowls (c), the 
waders (rf), and the swimmers (c), none of the above 
characters are found. The hind toe, when it exists, is 
always eJemted above the plane of the others y and the fore 
toes are more or less connected by a membrane. The 
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degree in which this membrane is developed, consti- 
tutes the difference between the IIasoues, the Gralla- 
TOREs, and the Natatoues. A more extended defin- 
ition of each order will, nevertheless, give a better idea 
of their contents to the generality of readers. 

(13.) 1. 'i"he rapacious birds, or Raptohes, are 
composed only of the vultures, falcons, and owls ; of 
the two other types, which would constitute this a cir- 
cle, one, which was represented by the Dodo, has 
l)een exterminated within the records of modern times, 
while the other is utterly unknown, and probably was 
lost in some more remote convulsion of the earth. 
It is well known that the three families now living, are 
eminently rapacious, feeding upon other animals, whe- 
ther living or dead ; their bill is armed with a strong, 
and often sharp, tooth in each jaw, representing tlie 
formidable canine teeth of the Farce, and with which 
they tear and divide their prey. They are the strongest, 
most cruel, and most sanguinary of all birds; and re- 
present, in their own circle, the carnivorous quadrupeds. 

(1().) II. The order Insessorks is by far the most 
extensive ; for it comprises, with the exception of the 
fowls, the whole of the remaining tribe which live upon 
the land. Their chief distinction, as already stated, is 
in their feet (as seen in that of the 
common oriole. Jig. 3.), the toes of 
which are so disposed that they can 
gras]} the boughs of trees with the 
greatest facility ; and although many of 
them habitually live upon the ground, 
yet there is no insessorial bird yet 
discovered, which has the hind toe 
raised above the others. The per- 
fection of the feet is accompanied 
by other peculiarities. It is in this 
order that we find the greatest powers of song, and, 
upon the whole, the greatest variety and beauty of 
plumage. In short, in whatever light we view them, 
as a whole, they unquestionably exhibit the greatest 
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perfection of the class; just as do the Qmdrimana 
among quadrupeds. 

(17.) III. The order Natatores indicates the y>o- 
sition of the swimming tribes ; those whose feet arc 
formed almost exclusively for swimming, and who ha- 
bitually live in the water. The duck and the goose 
are familiar examples ; but, to see this structure highly 
developed, we must turn to the cormorant, the pe- 
licans, the grebes, and the puffins. The wings, in 
general, are very short in such as have the feet greatly 
developed, as in the two last mentioned families ; but 
sometimes w'e find this preponderance reversed, for in 
die pelicans the w ings arc remarkably long and the feet 
weak. In the gidJs and terns, again, both wdngs and 
feet are highly organised, so that it might lead us to 
suspect those birds were the types of the whole oriler. 

(18.) IV. 1 11 the Gi? A LLAToii Es, or waders, w’e have a 
continuation of aquatic, but not of perfect mimmiag 
birds. They are chiefly known by their long legs and 
half- webbed toes ; a structure which enables them to 
wade sufficiently deep into the water to capture the ma- 
rine animals upon wdiich they feed : in this they are 
greatly assisted by their long, slender, and often flexible 
bill, which they thrust into the mud and sand, and by 
this means burrow, like pigs, for worms and other 
small objects (^fig, 4. a). It is clear that their food is 
sucked up, for the mouth itself is (typically) very 
small ; and in this respect they perfectly resemble the 



TrochilidtB {fig. 4. ft), the most suctorial of all birds. 
I-n both these groups, the feathers advance very far 
upon the bill ; and in both we find those birds which 
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have the longest^ the straightest^ as well as the most 
curved bills. The sandpipers, the curlews, the ibis, 
and many other well-known waders, may be cited to 
illustrate this position ; and we see, among the hum- 
ming birds, representations of all these forms of bills. 
The eyes are placed far back on the head, just as in the 
gliriform quadrupeds ; witness the woodcock and the 
hare. The waders, in general, are the swiftest runners, 
and their flight is equally rapid, yielding only to the 
swallows. We are now, of course, looking only to those 
families which are eminently typical of the order; for 
in others these characters are either much diminished, 
or do not ail exist. Thus, the herons and cranes walk 
slowly and fly heavily : many of the plovers are seldom 
found on the sea shore, and 
have no web to their toes: the 
rails ( 5. ) have remarkably 

short wings, large but not 
high legs, and confine them 
to fresh water ; while the 
coots have webbed feet, walk 
badly, but swim dexter- 
ously. These deviations, which at first might be thought 
inconsistent with the alleged distinctions of the order, 
are, nevertheless, absolutely necessary to make it natural. 
They indicate analogies, which, did they not exist, 
woulil at once show that the group was artificial. 

(19.) V. We now come to the last order, that of Ra- 
soiiES, wherein are contained the whole of the GallinacecB, 
or fowls ; the chief characteristic of which is the great 
size and strength of their legs, and the proportionate 
shortness of their wings. We at once perceive how well 
this structure is adapted for birds which, from living 
upon the ground, have little occasion for flight. The 
construction of their feet is somewhat similar to what 
we see among the Insessores, but with this remarkable 
difference, — that the hind toe, instead of being upon the 
same level as the others, is situated higher up, and above 
the heel {Jig. 2. c) : the bill, in opposition to that of the 
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last order^ is short, thick, and arched above ; and the 
tail, which in the waders is always more or less short, is 
here strikingly developed. The peacock, turkey, and our 
domestic poultry give us examples of one set of rasorial 
birds ; and the ])artridges, grouse, an(l quails, of another. 
Great bulk is found both in this and in the natatorial 
order, but docility is a moral trait peculiar to this. 

(20.) It will be needless, after this exposition, to 
bring forward further proof that the five types of the 
animal kingdom, wliich we have formerly traced in 
quadrupeds *, are equally conspicuous in birds, nor will 
die reader be at a loss to perceive in what manner thestr 
two classes are represented. Their analogies, indeed, 
arc so beautifully simple and harmonious, that we 
cannot refrain from throwing them into a tabular form. 


PrmarijTtjpes. ' Orders qfJiirds. Typical Characters. 

r Organs of prehension and"^ 

1. Tyincal. Inhessores. ■< general structure highly v Quaduumana. 

L dCVC!lO|K*<I. J 

2. Sub-typicat. Raitores. [ <;»ri^™rous j claws rctrac | 

.. Aq.R..ic. Natatores. [ Cctacea. 

4. suctorial. Okaeeatohes. ’ '’"'1 

rHc.nl with crests of horn') 

.r,.nasoriaU RAsoaES. ] SrUl^^SSollffornfc^ [ 

C for walking. j 


(21.) These analogies are so perfect, and the series 
so completely in unison with those of all other animals, 
that we deem it unnecessary to go into any long details. 
There is one circumstance however, relative to the two 
first groups ; which, as it has never been pointed out, 
demands our attention, inasmuch as it completely sets 
aside the speculative idea that the parrots are the types 
of all birds, bemuse the monkeys are so of quadrupeds. 
The parrots, indeed, are well known to have great powers 
of grasping, and every one has seen them hold their food 
in their claws : but this is only the development of one 
particular character, not that union of several, which 
is the first and greatest distinction of all pre-eminent 


* See Classification of Animals, p. 5S. 
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types. It is a structure, moreover, belonging only to 
one solitary family in a large tribe of others, none of 
which possess it in the least degree. In the order 
Imefssoresy on the contrary, this power of grasping is 
not confined to one group, but is extended to the whole ; 
and it therefore becomes the first and more distinguish, 
ing characteristic of the order. The climbing nature of 
the parrots is at once explained by their forming a pro- 
minent type of the scansorial triln? ; while the structure 
of the bill (Jig. 6. a), almost pre- 
cisely, in outward form, similar 
to that of a falcon (G.b), and 
their united powers of grasping, 
and of climbing, show at once 
their analogy to the Raptores ; 
all the birds of which, like the 
parrots, liold their prey by their 
feet while it is devoured. Was 
this latter property discovered to 
exist, even in the slightestdegree, 
inong eth remaining families of scansorial birds, it 
would then assume the consequence that it has errone- 
ously been invested with ; but seeing that it is altoge- 
ther it sinks to a secondary character, indicating 

a subordinate and not a primary analogy. 

(22.) In further support of the relation between the 
G ratio tor e.s and the G tires , elsewhere insisted upon 

we shall advert to the elongation 
of the upper jaw or mandible of 
these animals, — a peculiarity 
which is more conspicuous in 
them and their representatives, 
than in any other groups. If we 
examine, for instance, the bill of 
the woodcock family, we find 
that its termination (Jig,^. a), in 
regard to the contour, gives an almost ludicrous resem- 
blance to the muzzle of a rat (Jig. 7* b)y particularly if 

* Classiticatioii of Animals, p. 0O4. 
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we fancy that both were of the same size. Now it is 
perfectly clear, that as these two animals, when feeding, 
generally insert their muzzle in the ground, so there can 
be no doubt that this particular formation is essential to 
that propensity. 'Fhe only quadrupeds, again, which 
have the snout inclining upwards, are of the gliriform 
type ; and the only birds in which the bill tdkes the 
same direction, are typical of the Grallatores, The 
genera of n), Soreje, Dasypus, &c, are 

all types of the gliriform 
quadrupeds, as those of 
Trochilus,Avosetta,Trin^ 
ga, arc of the grallatorial 
structure in birds: so that 
the resemblance of the 
snout of Nasna and 
Armctta {^fig, 8. V) are 
as like as it is possible, considering that one is a 
quatlrupcd, and the other a bird. To the same type also 
belongs the Echidna, or porcupine anteatcr, the Ame- 
rican genus Myrmecophagn, and the Indian Mnnis: 
all these are pre-eminently characterised by that great 
prolongation of muzzle, which constitutes, as before 
mentioned, one of the chief characters of the type we 
are now illustrating. It is quite unnecessary, in this 
place, to refute the supposition that the woodpeckers 
— because they have the feet short, and placed very 
far back on the body — are analogous to the natato- 
rial birds. In the first place, we ilo not admit the fact 
of the feet being so placed : they appear to be so, indeed, 
in the distorted specimens set bolt upright ** in our 
museums ; but this is a forced and unnatural position. 
Upon examining a woodpecker, when just dead, it will 
be found that the bend of the knee is precisely parallel, 
or on the same line, with the anus ; and as this form- 
ation exists in all other perching families, it follows that, 
in this respect, there is nothing peculiar in the position 
of the woodpecker's feet. Furthermore, the analogy 
cannot be true \ inasmuch that a natatorial type never 
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passes into one that is insessorial. The parrots and the 
woodpeckers unquestionably follow each other ; the one 
being typical, the other subtypical, of the scansorial tribe. 
We should much have wished, in this place, to have 
shown how beautifully the primary orders of birds re- 
present the primary orders of insects ; but as our theory 
on the annulose animals has not yet been laid before 
the scientific world, and would require to be accompa- 
nied with ample details, in support of the novel views 
it contains, we must reserve this comparison for a sub- 
sequent volume. 


CHAP. II. 

ON THE EXTERNAL ANATOMY OF BIRDS IN REFERENCE TO THEIR 

HABITS AND ECONOMY. ON THE PARTS OF A BIRD. — 

CRESTS, EYES, EARS, TONGUE, MOUTH, BILL. 

(2,3.) Before we enter into further details on Sys- 
tematic Ornithology, let us for a while contemplate the 
different modifications of form w^hich belong to birds 
in general ; and trace how far these variations effect cor- 
responding ones in their food, habits, and economy. It 
might be thought, at first, that this inquiry should have 
preceded the exposition of the primary orders contained 
in the last chapter ; but, as we shall frequently have 
to mention the names of those types and divisions which 
have been just explained, it is clear that our present 
disquisition would have lost half its interest, had not the 
reader been first put in possession of the meaning of 
those terms which it is absolutely necessary for us liere 
to use. The student will therefore do well to peruse 
the last chapter with attention, before he enters upon 
this. 

(24.) Comparative anatomy regards two distinct por- 
tions of the structure of an animal, — its inward and its 
c 2 
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outward organisation. The study of the first is not so 
essential to the zoologist as that of the last ; and^ al- 
though both are intimately connected, they may be, 
and have been, pursued separately. It is, for instance, 
by no means necessary for the clear understanding of 
the ruminating quadrupeds, that the naturalist should 
be informed that they possess more stomachs than any 
other animal ; nor is it essential to his object of defining 
and classifying them, that he should know which species 
ruminate their food, and which do not. But were he 
to neglect the study of the external anatomy of these 
beasts, and disregard the form, direction, and substance 
of their horns, the size and situation of their teeth, and 
other parts of their external anatomy, he would be ut- 
terly unable to ])roceed,* nay, more — he would lie scarcely 
able to define what difference there was between an ox 
and an elephant. As with quadrupeds, so with birds. 
The form of structure of the body, and all its various 
members, is comprised under the heatl of external ana- 
tomy; and it is from the various modifications and 
appearances which these parts assume, that the ornitho- 
logist is capable of drawing such discriminating charac- 
ters as enable him to form clear conceptions of their 
respective peculiarities. Were he, on the other hand, to 
make their internal anatomy the basis of his system, he 
might be able to classify those native birds which, from 
being common, might be procured for dissection ; but 
thousands of others must be left undetermined : and 
after all, however elaborate might be his system, it would 
be utterly useless for practical purposes, and unintelligible 
to all but professed anatomists. It has generally hap- 
pened, that those who liave attached so much fancied 
importance to the internal anatomy of an'iinals, have 
been but very imperfectly acquainted with the habits 
and economy of the animals themselves ; and thus, while 
we have had the most minute details of their internal 
conformation, we have been left in comparative igno- 
rance of those especial purposes for v/hich each particular 
structure was intended : just as if we described, with 
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scrupulous accuracy, the several parts of a complicated 
machine, without giving any intimation of the effects 
that machine was intended to produce. 

(25.) The external anatomy of a bird relates to all 
those parts which are wholly or partially exposed to 
sight : under this head, therefore, we comprise its ge- 
neral shape, and the proportion Of its parts ; the struc- 
ture of the mouth, bill, tongue, wings, tail, and feet ; 
and the manner in which these are diversified. It will 
be our first object to give a short explanation of the 
terms employed to designate the parts of a bird : we 
shall then point out in what manner they vary in the 
different types ; and trace, as far as possible, the relation 
between these variations of structure, and the habits of 
the birds themselves. 

(26\) The three primary parts of a bird, as of all 
vertebrated animals, are its head, body, and limbs, under 
which all the subordinate parts may be classed. These 
latter are so numerous, and would require such elaborate 
definitioni| if we employed words only, that it becomes 
desirable to give the annexed sketch \fig. 9-)^ which 
the reader can refer when perusing the following short 
vocabulary of terms, essential to be understood by every 
student. 

(27.) The HEAD is composed of the skull and bill, 
and joined to the body by a mck. Commencing with 
the BILL, we see that it is composed of two pieces, cor- 
responding to the jaws of quadrupeds ; that which is 
above is cdled the upper mandible (a) (or maxilla) ; that 
beneath, the lower, or mandibula (b). The upper man- 
dible contains the nostrils (nares, c), the form of whose 
apertures is various : its highest part is the culmen, or 
keel (d) ; the corresponding ridge of the lower mandible 
is the gonys (e): both these Latin terms, by common 
consent, are used in our vernacular descriptions, although 
ridge may be applied to the culmen, and keel to the gonyx. 
The MARGINS of both mandibles are those lateral edges 
which meet when the bill is closed in some birds, 

like the todies, flycatchers, and humming birds, the mar- 
G 3 
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gins of the upper inaudible fold over those of the lon er ; 
while in others^ as the finches, the two edges meet. The 



line tlius formed by the meeting of the mandibles is 
termed the commissure (/') : it is either straight in the 
woodpeckers ; festooned, as in the sparrow-hawk ; undu- 
lated, as in some of the tankers 7 1 .) 1 arched, as in 
the bullfinch ; or angukt^^ sX its base, as in the starlings. 
In many birds, the upper mandible is continued far 
back on the front or forehead, and there dilated, so as 
to resemble a sort of casque or helmet : this is seen in 
the shrike-crows {Barita, Vanga, &c,), in the cassicans, 
and slightly in the finches. In rapacious birds and 
parrots, there is a belt of soft naked skin at the base 
of the upper mandible, in which the nostrils are placed ; 
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this is the cere. In others, like the herons, there are 
few or no feathers between this part and the eye ; and 
the space round the eye itself (regio ophthalmica, f, 
2.) is often naked. 

(28.) The HEAD, in the usual acceptation of the 
word, is restricted to that part which constitutes the 
skull, and extends from the base of the beak to the 
commencement of the neck. The front {from, g) is the 
region lying close to the nostrils, and consists of those 
small feathers which join the base of the bill, lying 
between that and the eye : then follows the crown or 
summit {vertex, h), which occupies the middle or centre 
of the head, and is that part usually occupied by the 
crest of such birds as are so ornamented. The hind 
head {sinciput, i) commences at the tieclivity of the 
skull, the lower portion of which is termed the nupe or 
nucha {k). 

(29*) On the sides op the head are the ears, and 
several parts which require distinct names. The feathers 
which cover the ears , to save repetition, are usually 
termed the ears (/) : they are generally rather more rigid, 
and their webs more disconnected, or wider apart, than 
the surrounding feathers. There are several genera 
which have strifes both above, before, and behind the 
eye ; and others sometimes occur at the base of the 
lower mandible, particularly among the woodpeckers: 
to all these distinct names become necessary. A super- 
ciliary stripe is situated above the eye, so as to be ana- 
logous to the human eyebrow. An ordinary eye stripe is 
either anterior, posterior, or entire : it is anterior, when 
it only occupies the space between the eye and bill ; 
posterior, when it commence behind the eye> a^id ad- 
vances to, or unites with, the ^ar feathers ; and entire, 
when it is both posterior and anterior. The cheek fea- 
thers are between the gape or rictus, and those which 
cover the ears ; while a maxillary stripe commences at 
the base of the under mandible, and descends on the 
side of the neck. This sort of stripe, as just observed, 
c ’ 
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is almost universal among the woodpeckers, where its 
red colour generally indicates the male sex. 

(30.) I'he parts of the nkck (collnm) are thus de- 
signated ; the upper part is the cervix, and the space be- 
tween the nape and the Imck is the auchmium ; but these 
parts are more commonly indicated in descriptions by 
neck above/" or upper neck."* The low'er part is 
divided into three portions : first, there is the chin or 
me.ntum {ni), 2 L small space jiisi l)tmeath,and adjoining to, 
the lower mandible ; the ynla (w), or upper throat, next 
succeeds; and the jngulnm, or low'er throat, occupies the 
rest of the space between the ynla and the commence- 
ment of the broad part of the body, which is termed the 
pectus (/>), or breast ; this latter being the most convex 
part of the whole. 

(31.) The JBODV (co?pus,p) commences with, or joins, 
the pectus, or breast, and extends the whole length of 
the sternum, or real breast-bone : the l)elly (abdomen, q) 
succeeds to this, which is terminated by the vent (ren~ 
ter, r); immediately behind the vent, is what authors 
term the crissum, but which is more properly the under 
tail covers (s); these are frequently of a different colour 
from the surrounding feathers, especially in the toucan 
family, and in certain groups which represent them, as 
the short-legged thrushes (lirachyus), linnets (Linaria), 
&c. Proceeding to the upper part of the body (dorsum), 
we have the interscapular region (inter scajmlum, t), si- 
tuated between the base of the wings ; which part is 
usually denominated, par excellence, the hack ; as the 
tergum (u) is called the lower back: the uropygium, 
or rump, is that part where the upper tail feathers 
(w 2.) are inserted, and these latter are immediately 
above the crissum. Last of all is the tail (cauda), 
composed of long stiff feathers termed tectrices (x). 
As the various forms of these will be subsequently 
described, it is only necessary in this place to ob- 
serve, that the two middle feathers are the interm e- 
* dial (m), as more immediately interposf.il between those 
on the side, or lateral feathers (aa). We may now 
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pass on to the members^ which are composed of the 
wings and feet. 

(32.) The WING of a bird, and its parts^ will be more 
particularly described hereafter: our only object at pre- 
sent is to give a very short explanation of the terms, and 
to designate the different parts in relation to the figure 
delineated at p. 22. The humerus (66), is generally 
termed the shoulder ; the flexiim (cc), is the shoulder 
joint ; and the axilla (</d)j which corresponds to the 
cubitus j is commonly called the shoulder margin. These 
terms are sufficiently precise to characterise the contour 
of the bony parts of the wings, which is all that is ne- 
cessary when the mere colouring of the plumage of these 
parts is concerned. The wings are clothed with three 
sorts of feathers : the first, which are the smallest, are 
the t ec trices y or wing covers ; the second are the sca- 
pulars (scnpnlnrvs^ ; and the third are the quills (rc- 
miyes). The wing covers, again, from being of various 
sizes, and covering different parts, are divided into the 
shoulder covers {tcctrices humer ales'), the lesser covers 
(jectrices minor es), and the greater covers {tectrices ma~ 
jores), Adjoining these latter, and protecting the base 
of the quills themselves, are certain small feathers, placed 
in a series, of which the largest is always outermost, 
called the spurious wings (al(B spuria, ee). The scapulars 
are a series of feathers which spring from the base of the 
humerus, or shoulder {ff), and are continued in a lon- 
gitudinal stripe so as to cover tlie last series of the quill 
feathers, with which, in fact, they often become con- 
founded. This brief explanation will sufficiently ex- 
plain the universal nomenclature of the wings of all 
birds: but so important a subject will again be ad- 
verted to. 

(33.) The LEO, as in quadrupeds, is composed, 1. Of 
the thigh {tibia, gg); 2. The^orawa, orshank(/i/i); and, 
3. The digiti, or toes (*i). Of these last, one, which is 
almost always placed backwards, or in opposition to the 
others, is distinguished as the hallux, or hind toe ; and 
they are all terminated by ungues, or claws. 'I'he fore 
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part, of all these divisions of tlie foot are more or less 
defended by scales. Some ornithologists term the anterior 
or fore part of the tarsus^ acrotarsiunj and the hind part, 
plauta; and hence we find, in generic characters, aero- 
tarsmn seutulatum, Hut this character is altogether su- 
perfluous, since it is one of the most universal in the class 
of A vKs ! Out of thousands of birds which wt have seen, 
not one has been met with, wdiose tarai, if naked, were 
not protected in front by scales ; and even the very few 
tliat are Itooted^ or clothed with feathers in this part, 
have scales upon the front of tlieir toes. This is .suf- 
ficiently apparent among many of the owls, the buzzards, 
and the ptarmigans. Thus far for the nomenclature of 
birds, which, however dry, must l)e learned by every 
student. We shall now trace in what manner these 
several parts are found to vary. 

(34.) We have already remarked that a bird, like 
most other animals, is composed of three parts : I , Head ; 
2. Body ; and, 3, Mcmljers, or Limbs. Life is soon 
extinguished if the first or second is in any degree 
mutilated ; but a slight injury to the limbs is not at- 
tended with such fatal consequences. Nature herself 
repairs the wound, if it is not too severe to prevent the 
bird from procuring its food. We have seen a toucan, 
whose bill bore evident marks of having been shot 
through, and even fractured, long l)efore tlie bird met 
its ultimate fate ; while the wings and legs of other 
birds have been found injured and healed in a similar 
manner. 

(35.) The parts of the head comprise the eyes, ears, 
nostrils, and mouth ; to the last of which belong the hill 
and tongue. The head itself is sometimes remarkably 
large, as in the owls, for the purpose of containing cer- 
tain chambers, or cavities, connected with an unusual 
development of the sen^ of hearing : this additional 
faculty given to the birds in question, is highly advan- 
tageous to their nocturnal search after food ; and it is 
very probable that the superior size of the head which 
80 often distinguishes other fissirostral types, as the 
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goatsuckers^ &c., is in some measure attributable to the 
same cause, although in a far less degree. 

(.36’.) The NECK attaches the head to the body : some- 
times this part is very long, not only in birds, but in 
certain quadrupeils. The use, however, of this unusual 
prolongation is various. In the Camelopardalis it enables 
the animal to reach the branches of the tall mimosas, 
whose leaves constitute its chief nourishment. In the 
perching order of birds, Insessores, the only examples of 
this sort are found among the woodpeckers *, whose pe- 
culiar method of picking holes in trees, by the force of 
repeated strokes of the bill, obliges them to throw the 
head very backward without elevating the body : this 
they arc enabled to do by their long neck ; an additional 
force, or impetus, is thus given to every blow, just as a 
person who wishes to strike hard with a hammer, ele- 
vates his hand in proportion to the blow he wishes to 
produce. Nearly all other insessorial birds have short 
necks, for no such exertion as we have just described is 
requisite to procure their food; and their constant habit 
of perching on the branches of trees, renders it unneces- 
sary that they should l)e more elevated for the purpose of 
discerning the approach of danger. Among birds, how- 
ever, which have feeble wings and live habitually upon 
the ground, like the rasorM order, the neck is much 
more developed. This may Ixj intended to effect two 
purposes : first, to give a greater scope of vision, as a 
security against danger ; and, secondly, to facilitate the 
act of feeding. It is evident that birds attach the feel- 
ing of security to elevation ; for nearly all those which 
habitually live only upon the ground, roost in branches, 
where they can see much farther, and discern the ap- 
proach of an enemy. On the other hand, as the 
gallinaceous order, like the turkey and the peacock, 
have generally high legs, a jong neck is essential to 
avoid any difficulty in feeding and picking their food 
from the ground, close to which the head must reach 

* Thi« is doubtless one of the analogies between the herons and the 
IPicida. 
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without any great alteration of the walking attitude. 
This, in fact, is the reason why the long-legged waders 
have necks and bills proportionate to the elevation of 
their bodies ; for as the habit of wading and of running 
requires this great development of foot, so, had they 
short necks and bills, they could not possibly feed but 
in a constrained and unnatural position. According to 
the habits of the bird, so do w'e find the same structure 
applied to different uses. Hence, in the swans, and the 
whole of the duck family {Ayiaticke), there is great 
elongation of neck, accompanied by very short feet. 
Now, were these terrestrial birds, it is obvious that 
such disproportion of parts would be anomalous ; but 
they are all aquatic, and without their long necks they 
would be quite unable to reach the bottom of the 
waters upon which they swim, and where they are 
taught to look for their food. A sw^an or a duck swims 
along the edge of a reedy stream, and thrusts its long 
neck into every break, dives to tbe muddy bottom, and 
ferrets out among the roots of plants its appropriate 
food. The length and thinness of the neck makes all 
these habits perfectly easy, which, but for such an 
adaptation of structure to its mode of life, would be 
difficult, if not impossible. Again, all birds which 
seize their prey from a fixed station, without using their 
wings in its capture, have also the neck greatly length- 
ened. The whole family of herons, among the waders, 
and the aquatic genera of Carho and Plotm, are ex- 
amples of this structure. Whereas, when the wings 
are also used in the capture of the prey, the neck is 
very short. This opposite extreme is very conspicuous 
in the whole tribe of Fissirostres, as the swallows, 
swifts, goatsuckers, &c. ; and in their representatives, the 
flycatchers, todies, tyrants, &c. It may be taken as 
an invariable rule, that out of the insessorial and nata- 
torial order, all birds have their neck and legs of propor- 
tionate length. 

(37.) The head is generally clothed with feathers ; 
but in very many birds it is more or less naked. What 
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particular purpose this latter structure is intended to 
answer, it is impossible to form a correct idea. Were 
it confined to those groups which live upon putrid 
animal substances, like the vultures, where the naked- 
ness of the head is almost universal, it might l)e 
conjectured that, as the feathers of the head would be- 
come clotted with gore and putrid particles of the dis- 
gusting food of these birds, which were not within reach 
of the cleansing operation of the bill, this covering w’as 
desired : but then w^e find that other birds, feeding only 
upon seeds and vegetables, like the turkey and the 
chatterers, have their heads also naked ; not to mention 
the jabiru, some of the cranes, and the great herons of 
India. These latter, however, and nearly all the bare- 
necked Gmllaiores, feed upon all sorts of things, living 
or dead, and may be almost considered as the vultures 
of their own order. 

{S8.) "i’he head is frequently ornamented with ap- 
pendages, either in the shape of horns, w^attles, or crests : 
the first two are composed of fleshy or horny sub- 
stances ; but the latter, which are the most common, 
consist of lengthened featliers, which the bird can gene- 
rally erect or depress at pleasure. Although several 
birds have horn-like apj)endages, there is only one which 
has a real horn : this is the 
ralamtdm 10.), from 
the front of whose head 
issues a long spear-shaped 
horn, moveable, as we be- 
lieve, at its root, but per- 
fectly hard and compact in 
its substance, and which is 
used as a means of defence 
against its enemies. The liucerida*, or hornbills, are 
remarkable for elevated processes, very much resembling 
horns, but which are no other than enlargements of 
the bill : the cassowary and the Guinea-fowi, however, 
may be said, perhaps, to have true horns, although 
not of the shape usually understood by the term ; yet 
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they are, nevertheless, solid, and proceed from the front 
of the head. This process in the cassowary, is repre- 
sented in a most reinakable ‘ way in the rhinoceros ; 
and if the circles of the groups which contain these 
animals are compared, it will be found that they mu- 
tually represent each other. The other nakeil append- 
ages found on the heads of birds, are always fleshy, 
and are attached either to the front of the^ head, as 
in the turkey, or on the sides of the mouth, as in the 
cock. Rasorial types, more than any other, furnish 
us with these unusual deviations from the ordinary ap- 
pearance of birds: several examples, however, occur 
in the grallatorial form, as in the genus Casmorlttjn^ 
chus among the chatterers or fruit-eaters, the Psnrinnce, 
the Cehlepyrus lohatus, the aberrant forms of the Cha~ 
radrindie, and the different grallatorial sub-genera of 
the Muscicapida ; none of which, by the most minute 
analysis, can he reduced to rasorial types. There is a 
peculiarity, nevertheless, among these, which deserves 
notice ; for the greater part possess only a naked skin 
round the eye, similar to that in the genus PempmUa 
11.) among the waterchats. The only natatorial 
birds we can recollect as 
having naked appendages, 
are the lobed duck of New 
Holland and the common 
Muscovy duck : there is 
one example in the tenui- 
rostral tribe, and none in 
the fissirostral. 

( 39 .) Crests are the most beautiful appendages to the 
heads of birds; and give to those, which are even of the 
plainest colours, an imposing and attractive appearance. 
The use of the crest is twofold : in most birds so distin- 
guished, it is chiefly an ornament, given as a mark of 
distinction, almost exclusively, to the male ; in others, it 
not only is ornamental, but useful as a sort of defence. 
To explain this novel assertion, we :an safely say that 
many are the beautiful crested woodpeckers of the 
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Brazilian forests, which have scared us from a steady 
aim of our gun, hy the sudden manner in which they 
threw up their crests the moment they discovered their 
danger, uttering at the same time a loud and discordant 
scream. The sensation, it is true, lasts but for a mo- 
ment ; hut the whole is so sudden and unexpected, that 
the sportsman is involuntarily startled ; and this mo- 
mentary feeling gives time for the bird to dart among 
the thick foliage of the forest, and thus effect its escape. 
The crest of a bird is always erected under a sense of 
danger or of anger, as every body knows who has seen 
a cockatoo ; so that it has obviously been intended by 
nature to perform the office of intimidating, however 
momentarily, the foes of its possessor. We have else- 
where shown* that crests are one of the most certain 
indications of rasorial types ; because this appendage, is 
intended to be analogous to the horns of ruminating 
quadrupeds, which the rasorial birds represent : and 
we shall now explain the various forms they assume. 

(40.) All the crests of birds, however diversified, 
may be referred to three primary forms, or types. The 
first is mobile, and reposes in a flat or horizontal posi- 
tion on the back of the head, and is elevated and ex- 
panded when displayed. The second is almost mobile, 
but the feathers are not lengthened ; it opens, as it were, 
from tlu* midst of the crown, and radiates from a com- 
mon centre : this we shall call a covcj'aled crest ; for in 
a state of repose, from the feathers not being elongated, 
it can only be discovered by raising them up. The 
third sort of crest is fixed — the feathers being, as it were, 
compressed on the sides of the head, so that their ends 
form an elevated keel, like the ridge of a helmet ; and 
this always remains, more or less, in the same posi- 
tion. 

(41.) MohUe Crests are the most common, and are 
consequently the most varied ; .hence we can trace 
among them five different modifications. The first in- 


Introductory Discourse, p. 253. Classification of Animals, p. 2G4. 
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(lication of this ornament is seen in those birds where 
the head is very full of feathers, which are wmewhat 
longer than those of the naf>e and surrounding parts, 
without assuming any particular shape : the appa- 
rently large head of very many birds is caused by this 
superabundance of feathers, rather than from the size 
of the skull. The head of the Tamatiaa, or puff- 
birds of Brazil, when they are quietly seated upon a 
branch, appears to be nearly double the natural size, 
from its thick clothing of feathers, which are then 
somewhat raised*; but if the bird is suddenly disturbed, 
instead of erecting these feathers still more, as the 
woodpeckers do, the puff-bird immediately brings them 
fiat upon the skull ; and its head, although at all times 
large, seems suddenly reduced to half its size.t The 
thick-heads of New Holland {^Fachycephula Sw.), 
which represent the last mentioned group in their own 
circle, have the feathers equally thick, but we know 
nothing of their manners. W^e can hardly call this 
formation a crest, seeing that it assumes no form inde- 
pendent of that common to the head, and it is certainly 
no ornament. There can be no doubt, however, that 


it is connected, in some way, with the economy of the 
birds possessing it, otherwise we may feel assured it 
would not be possessed only by certain races. Incipient 
crests, in the same manner, are possessed by many birds. 



which are generally de- 
scribed, even by system- 
atic writers, as having none. 
W e are not aware that any 
of the describers of Bri- 
tish birds have mentioned 
the crest of the male chaf- 
finch J 12.), which 

is always erected when the 


bird is disturbed, and retained in that position even after 


* Ah in Tnmatm Sw. Binls of 'irazil, pi. 10. 

t As in TamatiamanUata, ibid. pi. 11. 

'I'hc head of the mule yellow han.iner is also decidedly crested. 
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it has again perched. During spring, indeed, when 
in company witli the other sex, the male always carries 
it erect, although, when the bird is killed, it seems to 
disappear : many of the tyrant flycatchers of America 
exhibit, in the same manner, what may be called the ru- 
diments of a simply pointed crest, whicli is the first and 
most simple of all those that are moveable : examples 
of this form are very numerous, and exhibit a progres- 
sive development of the feathers, the longest of which 
are either placed on the vertex or highest part of 
the crown of the head, or immediately behind, towards 
tJie na})e. These feathers are always more or less 
pointed, and rise gradually, one above the other, some- 
what in the shape of a cone. The two extremes of 
this structure may l)e seen, among our native birds, in 
the common Miiacieapa yriaala and the lapwing plover. 
Some of the most beautiful examples, in foreign or- 
nithology, of this sort of crest, developed to its utmost 
extent, will be found among the cockatoos, in the 
splendid Trochilua Lalaridn, the crested bout-bill, and the 
Agami heron, wherein the two or three longest feathers 
very much exceed the others, and assume, towards their 
ends, a gentle and graceful curve upwards. Sometimes, 
however, as in the latter bird, die European chatterer 
{^Hornby cilia), and the African coly (^Colius), the ends 
are pendant : but this is most conspicuous in the genus 
Dendroncfim, or summer ducks.* 

(42.) Radiated, or fan-.shap€d crests are not so 
frequent as the last, but they are much more beautiful. 
The first or incipient development of this form is seen 
in those elegant longtailed flycatchers, belonging to 
the subgenus Muscipeta Cuv., where the top of the 
head is somewhat flattened, and the feathers unusually 
broad and round : those in front are not perceptibly 
lengthened, but they are slighdy so towards the decli- 
vity of the crown ; so that when the feathers are a little 
elevated, they assume the form of a flat, semicircular little 

* Dendronessa sponsa -^galericulata Sw. North. Zool. ii. p. 497. 
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crest, which can barely be discerned in the preserved skin. 
Very many of those humming birds, whose crown is 
particularly brilliant, have this slight indication of a 
fan-shaped crest, particularly the ruby-topaz*; and it 
may even be detected in the violet-eared species, f 
W^hen fully developed, the feathers are so disposed that 
they radiate from the hinder part of the head, and 
assume the appearance of a fan, the last series being 
considerably lengthened : the feathers are thus s})rca<l 
out horizontally, and not, as in the last, perpendicularly; 
and they are always broad and rounded, instead of nar- 
row and pointed. The ITarpyia destr actor or destroy- 
ing eagle of Brazil, the Bacha of Le Vaillant J (another 
eagle of Africa), and the secretary vulture of the Cape, 
all possess the sort of crest we are now describing; but 
in no bird is it so fully or so beautifully developed as 
in the royal tody of Brazil || {fiy. 13.), the size of the 
crest being really enormous 
in proportion to that of the 
bird, and assuming an ap- 
pearance, when fully ex- 
pandecl, very analogous to 
that of the tail of the pea- 
cock. Sometimes, although 
the feathers are scarcely 
longer than the others, they 
are of a different colour, so 
as to produce a conspicuous 
semicircular band : in the 
six-shafted Paradise bird this band has a striking effect, 
from the splendid metallic gloss of the feathers com- 
posing it; while in the My'Utgra ccerulm, or azure fly- 
catcher of IndialT, it resembles a crescent of black velvet. 

(43.) Of lanceolate or pedunculated crests, tliere are 

* TrochUus moschitus, Braz. Birds, vol, i. pi. SO. 
t TrochUus auritus, ibid. pi. 29. 
t Urprcscnlcd in the vignette to this volume. 

^ Ois. d'Al'riqiie, vol. i. pi. 15. 

11 Mrgalophus rr^usy Braz. Birds, vol. ii. pi. 51,52. 
i Le Vaill. Ois, d’ Afrique, pL 153. 
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very few examples : they differ from both of the fore- 
going^ by consisting of long feathers perfectly naked 
except at their tips, where the webs assume the shape of 
a lance’s head, or the thick extremity of a club or 
hatchet. This imposing ornament seems to be con- 
fined entirely to the gallinaceous onler, and is familiarly 
exemplified in the common peacock : no less beautiful 
is the splendid crest of the Lophophorus refulgmuy {fig. 
1 4*.) glittering like mimic spears of refulgent gold. ’J'Jiere 



is a modification of this crest in some of the small quails, 
where the shafts arc not altogether destitute of rays, and 
are recurved towards the head. 

(44.) The last modification of those crests which are 
moveable, is seen in the owls and a few other birds ; 
where, in fact, the crest, from l)eing divided into two 
tufts, may be called double; and as these tufts are 
})laced one on each side, close to the ears (Jig, 15.), 
they are usually termed 
egrets. It is highly pro- 
bable that they are given 
to the owls for some spe- 
cific purpose connected 
with a very refined sense 
of hearing, more than for a 
mere ornament, because the 
females possess these egrets 
no less than the males ; and 
even when these birds are 
at rest, these egrets are more or less erect, as if to assist 
the ear in catching the slightest noise. In their shape, 
no less than in their position, the egrets of the owls are 

D 2 
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analogous to the external ears of quadrupeds ; the outer 
surface being convex^ and the inner concave. These 
egrets, strictly speaking, are confined to one of the most 
typical genera of the owls ; hut more than one species of 
lark, and the double-crested cormorant of Hudson’s Bay*, 
have tufts of feathers analogous to the egrets of the 
owls ; but they are obviously no more than simple orna- 
mental crests, much more slender, and without any 
breadth or concavity behind. It is no argument against 
the supposition just mentioned to say, that if the egrets 
possessed by some of the owls were essential to their 
sense of hearing, nature would have bestowed these 
appendages upon the whole of the family, and not have 
restricted them to only one genus. This, in fact, is the 
rock upon which shallow naturalists, and partial rea- 
soners, are continually si»litting. They seem to forget 
that Nature, throughout her works, produces the same 
effect by different means, as if she delighted in every 
mode of variety. It will subsequently apj)car, that of 
the whole family of StriyulrB, Stria! ami (Hm are the 
most typical genera ; that is to say, they possess the 
sense of hearing far more perfect than any of the other 
owls ; and yet this sense, which is probably equal in 
both, is jiroduced by very different structures. In Strix 
the car is enormously large, and protected by a lid or 
operculum, but there are no egrets. In Otm, on the 
other hand, the egrets are very large, but the size of 
the ear is reduced nearly one half, and has no oper- 
culum : thus, by a balance of powers, the faculty in 
both is probably equalised. The rest of the owls are 
more or less diurnal ; their eyesight does away with the 
necessity of acute hearing, and they have consequently 
small ears and no egrets. This equsdisation of faculties, 
in short, is one of the most ^autiful laws of the 
creation. 

(4.5.) We now come to the second class of crests, or 
those which we have termed concealed. Like the first, 
they are moveable, and can be shut or expanded at 
* Carbo Dilophus, Sw. North. Zool vol. ii. p. 
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pleasure; but the principle of their construction is 
totally different, and is altogether peculiar. These 
crests are generally either of a bright yellow, red, or 
golden colour ; sometimes, though very rarely, white.* 
If the feathers of the crown, which are not conspicu- 
ously elongated, are laid perfectly smooth, the crest 
does not appear, although its presence is sometimes 
indicated by a slight streak of the same colour. ^Vhen 
tlie bird, however, is excited, the central feathers of the 
crown suddenly expand, radiate almost in a circle, and 
display what is often a most beautiful and striking 
ornament. The bright colours of the crest, in fact, are 
only at the roots of the feather, which are all tipt with 
the ordinary colour of the plumage ; so that when these 
are expanded, they are no inapt representation of the 
opening petals of a marigold or some beautiful little 
syngenesious flower ; the predominant colour of that 
class, no less than of the crests wliicli represent them, 
being different shades of yellow. Now, it is a circum- 
stance no less singular than remarkable, in conjunction 
with what we shall presently state, that of between fifty 
and sixty birds possessing this sort of crest, every one 
is xnirely insectivorous, that is, living entirely upon 
insects, which arc cauglit, not by hunting, but are 
seized only on their near approach.* We have fre- 
quently had occasion to advert to the fact, that all the 
tyrant flycatchers of Brazil never pursue their prey, or 
go out in search of it, by wandering about from tree 
to tree like other birds. They take their station on a 
particular branch, and there patiently wait, like a spider 
on its web, for such insects as come within range of 
a sudden dart. It is to this family of birds that the 
crests we have been describing are almost entirely re 
stricted. We have frequently seen the Bmtevi of Brazil 
(^Saurophagm sulphuratiis Sw., fig, l6,) — the most fa- 
miliar, as well as common species, in thal country — 

* As in two or three of the American tyrant flycatchers, and in the sub- 
genus Dumicola Sw. North. Zool. ii. p. 4:}P. 
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Open and shut his fine ytllow crest, when merely occu- 
pied in watching for insects. This fact, joined with the 
considerations already mentioned, has more than once 
suggested to us the idea that thefe 
flower-like ornaments are occa- 
sionally used as snares, to attract 
the attention of insects, so as to 
bring them within reach of being 
captured by a sudden dart. This, 
at least, wc know, — that insects 
are attracted by the bright colours 
of flowers, and turn out of their 
course to visit them. It is, there- 
fore, not too much to suppose? 
that, seeing what, at a little dis- 
tance, appears to them a bright yellow flow^er, they 
should fly towards it, discovering their mistake only 
w^hen they are within the range of the sudden swoop 
of their treacherous enemy. It by no means follows 
that this is the habit of all flycatchers; for in pro- 
portion to the variety in the different races of insects, so 
are the birds which feed upon them endowed with dif- 
ferent instincts, and pursue different modes in their 
capture, lie this hypothesis, however, true or false, the 
facts upon which it is founded are beyond cavil, and we 
must leave those who are not disposed to admit the infer- 
ences we draw from them, to discover some more plausible 
mode of accounting for tbe facts we have stated. 

(46.) The only native birds which possess a crest in 
any way analogous to those of the tyrants, are the gold 
crests, the pre-eminent types of the whole family of 
Sylviadoi, or warblers. The crests, however, of these 
little creatures cannot be strictly termed concealed, for 
tliis ornament is conspicuous, even when the feathers 
lie flat upon the head ; it is, in fact, a union of this form 
and of the first we noticed, ^veral of the North 
American warblers, forming the genus Sylmcohiy have 
what may be called incipient crests of this sort, indi- 
cated by a stripe of bright yellow down the middle. If 
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to these we add the Phihalura criatata^, one of the 
swallow chatterers ; thu Oxyrh^mhuis criiitatus’\, among 
the climbing creepers ; and two species of Tiaris, among 
the tanagers — we are not aware of any other birds, 
independent of the American flycatchers, whereon this 
peculiar sort of crest is developed. 

(47.) The third class of crests differ from the two 
former in not being mobile ; that is to say, they are of 
such a structure as always to remain, more or less, fixed 
and elevated in the same position. They are formed by 
the feathers on each side of the head being disposed as 
if they had Ijeen raised up, and then compressed to- 
gether, so as to leave a ridge or keel rising up along the 
centre of the skull, precisely similar to the elevated 
ridge of a helmet ; or, to express this structure more 
technically, these crests are vertically com])ress(Ml, and 
carinated. There are, comparatively, so few exam- 
ples of this structure, that we should not expect to find 
it much diversified ; and yet it appears under many 
cu rious modifications. The first, or incipient indication 

^ 5. of this form, is seen in 
those birds which, like 
< i ! ^ satin grakles 

/ ^ lonorynch us, fig. 1 7« ) • 

many of the true gra- 
kles(i>/7w/>ro^orn*wfl?), 
r have the small frontal 
feathers closely pressed 
round the base of the nostrils and upper mancrible, and 
very slightly raised just above the front : this, however, 
cannot be called a crest, but is rather the commencement 
of one. In several of the swallow shrikes {EMinai), 
nature advances another step ; for here we see some of 
the frontal feathers not only more elevated than the 
others, but even slightly elongated ; next we find them 
curled backwards, so that the drongup of Le VaillantJ, 


• Zool. Illust i. pi. 13. 

+ Cres ted sharpbill, Zool. Illust. i. pi. 49. 
t Ois. d’Afrique, pi. 170. 

D 4 
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has a little crest just above the nostrils/ while in the 
Cyanurus vriatatellus (h- 18.) this form is at its max- 
imum of development. Now, it is quite obvious that 
this is not a crest which admits of being raised and 

depressed at pleasure ; for 
the feathers are so much 
curled that they could not 
repose flat upon the others, 
as in ordinary crests; and 
this result will be much 
more apparent on looking 
to the last-named bircl. 
^J'he next modification is 
when tlie frontal feathers 
arc much longer than those 
on the crown, and form a sharp elevated ridge immedi- 
ately before the eye, without l^ing continued further : 
this, in fact, is but a half crest, and is possessed by very 
few birds, among which Metophi yaJenta Sw.*, a beau- 
tiful manakin of Brazil, is the most remarkable. Some 
approach is also made to this structure in two other 
splendid little species of the same group — Pipra parcola 
and Pipra caudata t ; but their crests arc rather rudi- 
mentary, In the third form we see the compressed 
crest in its full development : not only the frontal 
feathers, but the whole of those on the crown are com- 
pressed together so as to be quite compact, and an 
elevated curve overarches the entire head. Those beau- 
tiful birds, the llupicola Cay ana of South America, and 
the Calyptomina viridis of India, afford lis striking ex- 
amples of tliis structure ; where the frontal featliers are 
so long, and so much pointed forward, as to exceed, and 
in part conceal, the bill of the bird. 71ie great crowned 
pigeon of India, gives us likewise a notable and mag- 
nificent illustration of this description of crest, except 
that the peculiar loose texture of the feathers takes 
from it that compactness, and carinated edge, which are 
60 remarkable in the birds just before jnentioned. This 

* Brazilian Birds, vol. L pL S3. f Ibid. pi. 43, 46L 
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deviation^ however, leads us to another, of which at 
present we know but of one exalnple, tlie Cephalopterus 
ornatus of GeofFroy St. Hillaire. The crest of this 
extraordinary bird is immensely large, advancing so 

far in front as to 
touch the end of 
the bill, and it is 
compressed in the 
same manner as 
tliatof Rupicola; 
but the ends of 
the feathers, in- 
stead of meeting 
so as to form a 
sharp ridge, suddenly recede from each other, curve out- 
wards, and form a most elegant drooping line of plumes, 
hanging over on the sides, so as to shade the face like an 
umbrella, 'fhe figures that have hitherto been given 
of this rare bird are all taken from the specimen in the 
Paris Museum, and which has l)een sa(Uy distorted in 
the setting up ; a minute examination of this specimen 
has convinced us that the frontal feathers, instead of 
being raised over the bill, as Tcmminck represents 
them, partly repose and overshadow it, at least as much 
as do those of Calyptomina and Rupicola, Having 
now reached the highest development of this form. 
Nature evinces her usual propensity to return to the 
more simple form of crest, and she therefore unites the 
fixed with the mobile structure. I'he crests of the or- 
dinary sj^cies of Corythaix is precisely of this de- 
scription : that part which occupies the front of the 
head advances forward, and this being the natural 
position of the feathers, gives us the character of a fixed 
crest; but the hinder part, which is the longest, is not 
altogether compressed, although it cannot l3e said to lie 
flat on the crown, like those of ordinary birds. We 
have recently had the opportunity of seeing some living 
examples of this genus in which the crest appears to be 
always carried erect; although^ judging even from the 
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position of tlie feathers in preserved specimens, it is ob- 
vious that the hinder part of the crest is not so procuin- 
lient as those last mentioned : we suspect also, that the 
crest of the Corjfthaix erythrolaphus is differently formeil 
to tliat of a species now before us (which is possibly 
the C. Buffoni of AV^agler), where the hinder part 
appears adapted for reposing upon the occiput. It is 
somewhat surprising that, on a subject so interesting as 
that we have now discussefl, every author w^e have con- 
sulted should be is altogether silent. The crests of birds 
are their most beautiful ornantcnts, and no student 
w'ould have imagined they were so much diversified. 
By following up this inquiry, it will be found, that 
particular sorts of crests Mong to particular types, 
all those, for instance, which radiate from the crown, 
and which vre have termed conmaled^ belong to those 
incessorial groups which represent the tyrant flycatchers. 
I'hose with helmet-like or compressed crests, on the con- 
trary, are chiefly representations of the typical liarnrHn; 
at least liapimla, Metopia, and probably Caiyptoifnnn, 
are of that type; although the latter has indications also 
of the fissirostral structure in its wings. 

(48.) In some few birds tliere arc certain appendages to 
the head, which; labhough not strictly coming under the 
denomination of crests, are, in some degree, analogous 
thereto : the ornaments we allude to are certain bare 
shafted feathers, very greatly elongated, which spring out 
on each side, close to the ear, and of the use of which we 
are altogether ignorant. Incipient indications of these 
singular plumes may be detected in the violet-eared lium.. 
ming bird*; but they are more lengthened in Tr.rnfus 
and omatus, although in these latter birds they proceed 
more from the sides of the neck than from the head ; 
but in that most resplendent creature, the six-shafted 
Paradise bird, these feathers are at their maximum, mea- 
suring near five inches; they are completely spear-shaped ; 
and although perfectly naked, except at their tips, are 
there ornamented with a spatulate i/eb of resplendent 
* Trochilus auratWt liraz. Birds, vol. i. pi. 29. 
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colours. In the Sifelet of Le Vaillant, the shafts appear 
equally lonpf, but are altogether destitute of any web. 

(49.) We may now pass unto the Eyes of birds; or- 
gans, indeed, which, from being external, come within 
the rangeof our projected inquiry, butwhich more strictly 
belong to the province of the comparative anatomist. 
We shall, therefore, merely endeavour to generalise a feiv 
facts which may come within the observation of the 
majority of students. And, first, in regard to the siise 
of the eyes, in which respect there is a considerable dif- 
ference in j)articular groups. We find that the largest 
eyes are possessed, both among quadrupeds and birds, 
by such species as feed during the night, of which the 
lemurs in one class, and the owls in the other, are nota- 
ble examples: those of the falcons are not very much 
smaller ; but, among the goatsuckers, they are enormous. 
Next to these, as a family, we may mention the plovers, 
particularly the genus CEdicnemus ; while the corre- 
sponding group among quadrupeds, the hare and the 
jerboas, partake of the same peculiarity. It is a fact 
worth mentioning, but which we must leave the oculist 
to explain, that no birds, strictly nocturnal, have a 
coloured iris ; exceptions occur, indeed, among the 
horned owls; hut we believe that no? has 

hitherto been found, having other than entirely black 
eyes ; these organs again, are equally large among the 
woodcocks and snipes, which are, in a great degree, noc- 
turnal feeders. In passing on to the other extreme, we 
find that the humming birds, independent of their di- 
minutive size, have the smallest eyes in the whole class: 
perhaps this peculiarity may receive some explanation 
from the fact, that these birds are only in full activity 
(luring the most sultry hours of the day,— a time when 
nearly all others have retired to the shade, as if to avoid 
the dazzling reflection of a vertical sun. It will be re- 
membered also, that, in harmony with -the small eyes of 
the tenuirostral tril)e, we find the quadrupeds which re- 
present them are equally remarkable in this respect; these 
organs are disx>roportionately small in the majority of the 
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Gltrrs, as also in pigs, antcaters, armadillos, moles, and 
shrews, all which groups are of tlie gliriforin type, corre- 
sponding to the tenuirostral among the perchers. The 
eyes are ilefended and protected by two sorts of eyelids ; 
the first being those which are common to (|iiadrin>eds, 
and which are external : tliese, in the generality of birds, 
are clothed witli small feathers, but are destitute of lashes; 
sometimes they are surrounded with a fleshy, naked skin, 
which is frequently so delicate as scarcely to be discerned, 
as in some of the American trogons, but this sort of 
ring in the turaccos {Cnrythaix III.) is much broader, 
and I)egins to form a prominent dentated rim, the full 
development of whicli is seen in the genera Fftspicilla 
{fid. II.) and Frionops. What function this very sin- 
gular appendage is intended to perforin, is altogether 
unknown ; but it is more prevalent in tenuirostral types 
than in any other ; and in the genus ZoaUtropit it is re- 
presented by a circle of thick, glossy, dense feathers, of a 
snowy whiteness, which is more or less conspicuous in 
every species. It is chiefly in the family of cuckows 
(Cuculiflis), that we meet with eyebrows; they consist 
of a fringe, on the upper eyelid, of rigid, stiff bristles, 
placed singly, and sometimes much developed ; but at 
all times they are sufficiently long to overreach the 
ball of the eye. The genus Cmtropus, more especially, 
is thus distinguished ; tlie same structure, less deve- 
loped, may lie seen in nearly all the Corey. strife ; but in 
the European cuckoo, and its immediate allies, these 
eyelashes are entirely wanting. There can be no doubt 
that this additional protection to the eyes is given to 
birds whose habits lead them into close thickets, and 
who explore dense foliage for their subsistence. We 
know, at least, from personal observation, that such 
are the haunts of all tlie South American Coccyzinre; 
and there is additional reason to l)elieve in this con- 
jecture, from the peculiar hardness and rigidity of the 
feathers in Centropus {fig. 20.), the shafts of which 
(a) are hard, glossy) and rigid, each ending in a point, 
so that, but for tlieir webs (6), they would become 
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miniature representations of the quills of the porcu- 
pine. On the second, or under eyelid, these lashes do 
not appear. The third, or 
internal eyelid, is called the 
nictitatory membrane. It is 
thill and semitransparent, 
and is drawn over the ball 
of the eye at pleasure, as we 
should draw the curtain of a 
window on a sunny day, and 
for the same puqiosc ; namely, 
to diminish the light when the rays arc too powerful : 
it is often seen when a bird has been just wounded, and 
in the agonies of death; but at other times, excepting in 
the owls, it is not externally apparent. 

(50). 'file power of aiyhty in all birds, is well known 
to be very great, and far exceeds what is possessed by 
man, and perhaps by any class of animals. The high 
development of this faculty will apjioar absolutely ne- 
cessary to birds, when wx‘ consider, for a moment, tlie 
various purposes it is intended to accomplish, as the 
speedy and ready discernment of their food, the deter- 
mination of their route when upon long journeys, or in 
migrating, and to aid the celerity of their movements. 
It is well knoAvn, even to a iiroverb, that eagles and fal- 
cons possess this faculty to an astonishing degree ; but 
the necessity of the gift does not appear to have been 
touched upon. If the powers of visign in these rapa- 
cious birds had merely l)een ecpial to those of other tribes, 
it is very questionable wdiether they could long have 
existed; they would have lH?en compelled to have hunted 
out their prey, so near, as to scare it away ; for it is well 
known that all the small birds, immediately upon dis- 
covering a liawk, set up a note of alarm, heard and un- 
derstood by their companions, both as a signal of danger 
and for immediate concealment. It is essential, tliere- 
fore, to the very existence of rapacious birds, that they 
should have the power of reconnoitring at a distance, 
beyond the ken of their quarry, and even of fixing and 
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darting with incredible rapidity upon it, before their 
presence has been discerned, the alarm note given, and 
a retreat effectetl. A great deal has been written, and 
now rendered familiar to every one by our cheap com- 
pilations, on the powers of sight in the faJconine tribes ; 
but those of the swallows seem to have been quite over- 
looked. It is, nevertheless, difficult to say which is the 
most astounding, the far-sightedness of the former, or 
the instantaneous and complicated discernment of the 
latter. The sw’allow is proverbially the swiftest flyer in 
the feathered creation ; and yet, in the full career of its 
course, it is entirely intent upon quite another object 
than that of flight. While darting through the air at 
the rate of three miles a minute, it is looking on the right 
hand and on the left, sideways, upwards, and down- 
wards, for its food. The insects it preys upon are 
often exceedingly minute — sometimes flying above or 
below the level of the swallow's flight ; and yet they are 
seen, captured, and swallowed, without any diminution 
of the prodigious rate at which the bird is flying : nay, 
more, any one who attentively watches the swallow skim- 
ming over a meadow in summer, will perceive that it 
will capture two or even three insects in such quick suc- 
cession as to convince us the bird must have had them 
in his eye, to use a colloquial expression, all at once, 
and that the whole are caught and swallowed in as many 
moments. The faculty of vision, in short, in these 
birds, is fully as much developed as in the falcons, al- 
though in a very different way ; the one being and 
the other f/uic/i: sighted, and ]^th, to a degree, perfectly 
unexampled in the animal creation. Buffbn has used 
his eloquence very happily in expatiating on the im- 
mense distance at which the hawk can distinguish his 
prey. He affirms, apparently with truth, that a hawk 
can distinguish a lark, coloured like the clod of earth 
upon which it is sitting, at twenty times the distance at 
which it would be perceived either by a dog or a man ; 
but when he asserts that a kite, soaring l)eyond the reach 
of our sight, can see the lizards and mice on the fields 
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below, we must be allowed to question the accuracy of 
the statement: it wears every appearance of exaggera- 
tion, and obviously cannot be proved. That most of 
the rapacious tribes, on the other hand, possess a length 
of sight, if we may use the term, far superior to all other 
birds, is proved by the additional means given to them 
for that purpose, in the structure of the eyebrows, or 
superciliary ridge, which, in these birds, projects over 
the eyes, to which they act as a screen from the vertical 
rays of light, and concentrates their powers in viewing 
objects placed before or beneath them. 'I'his structure is 
also apparent in the horned owls and eagle ow’ls (^Otus, 
Nyetea), but is not found in those of the restricted genus 
Sfriv. 

(51.) The Ears of birds, excepting those of the owls, 
exhibit to outward appearance very little variation. M. 
Cuvier remarks, that nocturnal birds alone have a large 
external ear, wliich nevertheless is not so prominent as 
that of quadrupeds. Hiis statement is so vague as to 
require some explanation. The ears of a sparrow or a 
hawk are just as external as those of an owl, seeing 
that in neither of these birds can they be discovered 
unless the featliersare carefully removed; whereas, when 
we speak of an external ear, 
we annex the idea of its being 
prominent, like that of the 
majority of quadrupeds. Now', 
there is only one biril yet dis- 
covered, w'hose ear, in this 
sense, can be called external ; 
and this is the UOricou of Le 
Vaillaiit* (,/?(/. 21.), a large 
sjjecies of vulture, discovered 
by him in Southern Africa, 
and subsequently named by methodists Vnltur aurivu- 
laris; the ear, in this singular bird, appears truly external, 

* Ois. d’Afrique, vol. i. pi. 9. Some ornitholdgists .arc of opinion that 
this prolongation is tlic mere etFect of leanness, oi of old age, as wrinkles 
are on the human face \ but this theory wants contirniatiou. 
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liecause it is not only bare of feathers, but the orifice 
appears to have a prominent rim, lengthened into a 
wattle, which hangs down on each side of the neck. The 
conch of the ears in the common barn owl, and a few 
others, have a small lid or operculum, which partially 
closes the aperture; but this appendage lies i)erfectly flat, 
and is entirely hid by tlie surrounding feathers. In 
describing the parts or colours of a bird, the term ^^ear ” 
must be considered as not strictly applying to that organ, 
but to the ear feathers, or those whicli cover the orifice 
of the ear itself. 

(52.) We know, either from facts, or from certain 
indications, that tlie sense of smell is very highly de- 
veloped in some tril^es, and but very slightly in others. 
It has generally been supposed that vultures were at- 
tracted to their food by their sense of smell, and not by 
their sight; and this error lias given rise to some ingenious 
arguments and unjustifiable personalities against Mr. 
Audubon, — the first, we lielieve, who called this supposed 
truth in question. The results, however, have been such as 
to enable that gentleman to silence his opponents, and 
to establish, in the most complete mariner, the accuracy of 
his first assertion. W^'e must, therefore, consider that the 
toucans, above all other birds, are the most highly gifted 
in this respect, — a fact which is not only established by 
their economy, but also by their structure ; the latter 
evirlence being wholly wanting in the case of the vultures, 
whose nostrils have nothing in them to sanction a belief 
of their being more highly sensitive than those of ordi- 
nary birds. This great development of the olfactory 
nerves in the toucan is concentrated in the bill, which 
is entirely filled with a cellular tissue of nerves, somewhat 
resembling the welis of those spiders which are found in 
dark corners, being crossed and interlaced in different 
directions by thread-like nerves, all of which communi- 
cate to the two lateral openings of the nostrils, placed, 
not in the substance, but on the sides of the bill, close 
to the front of the head. This extraordinary gift of 
smell enables these birds to discover the nests of others. 
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upon the eggs and young of which they feed during 
one part of the year, while they live on fruits the rest. 

(53,) I'he tongue, in the generality of birds^ is small, 
thin, and cartilaginous ; the extremity flat and jagged, 
and incapable of l)cing protruded beyond the bill, ^'o this 
however, there are several remarkable exceptions. That 
of the ordinary parrots is shaped very much like ours, 
although its substance is not always so fleshy ; and it is 
probable that this is one of the causes which enables 
these birds to imitate so clearly the human voice. In 
the toucan family and motmots { Rtimpha8ti(l(B,PrioviHes), 
this member, without being extensible, is fuUy as long as 
the bill, very slender, and the sides divided into filaments, 
so as to resemble, in its general shape, a miniature quill 
feather. There can be no doubt that unusual sensibility 
belongs to this form, or it would not have l)een so elabo- 
rated by the hand of nature. The duck family, however, 
have the largest tongues of all other birds ; and by its 
thick fleshy substance, it more resembles that of the 
human subject than even the parrots. When we consider 
the particular use which the duck makes of its tongue, 
we shall immediately perceive that it is endowed with 
great and unusual sensibility. The duck, unlike all other 
birds, discriminates its food, not by sight or by smell, 
but by the touch of its tongue. It tlmists its bill in the 
mud, just as a fisherman throws his net into the sea, and 
brings up whatever it contains : from this mouthful of 
stuff it selects, by the tongue alone, what is good for 
food, and every thing else is rejected. As the curious 
reader may peruse our former observations on this subject 
in another work *, we shall not in this place enlarge upon 
it. The smallest tongues are found among the night-jars 
and swallows, — two groups which are at the same time 
distinguished by the largest mouths ; but here, again, as in 
a thousand other instances, we may perceive that beautiful 
principle of design which pervades all nature. The 
habits of the ducks render it essential that the tongue 

* On the Typical Perfection of the Family of Anatidae, printed in tlic 
Journal of the Hoyal Institution, No. 4. 
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should be the chief instrument of procuring food ; it is 
therefore large and fleshy. But in birds which gulp 
their food the instant it is captured, the tongue apparently 
is of no sort of use ; it is therefore reduced to a mere 
rudiment : such is the case with the swallows and night- 
jars. There must be something very analogous to the 
same mode of feeding in the genus Casmorhynchus ; for 
on dissecting more than one specimen of C, iiiidicolliif, we 
found the tongue fully as small, and the mouth as wide, 
as in the ordinary Caprimnlyidce, The food of the duck 
is discriminated solely by the tongue, while that of the 
swallow is selected by the eye ; and hence this remarkable 
difference in their respective tongues. Hitherto we have 
noticed those forms only in which the length of this 
member is regulated by that of the bill; but there is 
another structure which is not uncommon, and by which 
the bird is able to protrude it to twice its usual length ; 
hence such tongues are called ejctenftible : of these there 
are two distinct modifications, — one possessed by the 
woodpeckers, the other by the honeysuckers. On opening 
the bill of a woodpecker, immetliately after it is killed, 
the tongue seems to be of the ordinary length, rather 
short, and shaped vcy much like the heads of those 
spears used by the Cafters of Southern Africa, and called 
assagais, being pointed at the end, with numerous little 
barbs on the sides : this, however, is only the head or 
point of the tongue ; draw it out of the mouth, and a 
person unacquainted with its formation would fancy he 
had got hold of a very long earth-worm, which the bird 
had incautiously devoured, and which had stuck in its 
throat. This description, unscientific though it be, will give 
the reader a much better idea of the tongue of the wood- 
pecker, than the most elaborate anatomical character we 
could draw up. A tongue so formed, in allusion to the ap- 
pearance it assumes, is called vermiform : the point re- 
poses, in the ordinary manner, between the mandibles of 
the bill; the rest is concealed, and from being elastic is 
‘ capable of being thrown out, at the pleasure of the bird, 
to four or five times the length of the bill itself. This 
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action is much assisted by the formation of the root of 
the tongue, as it is usually called, or more properly the 
08 hyoides, or forked hones by which it is attached to the 
mouth. These bones are greatly lengthened, and are 
compactly curved round the skull, having on each side a 
little sac or reservoir of a particular secretion which 
serves to lubricate the muscles ; just as we apply grease 
to the wheels of a carriage. Now, the use of this com- 
plicated structure, — which does not, however, as in the 
duck, imply any unusual sensibility of touch, — is inti- 
mately and vitally connected with the habits of the bird. 
Its bill, indeed, is remarkably powerful, and capable of 
breaking into the strongest wood; but there its powers 
cease: its tip is made for splitting, not for piercing; and 
it has no teeth or notch by which it could firmly grasp 
a struggling insect. No sooner, therefore, has the wood- 
pecker, by breaking away the external bark with pow- 
erful strokes of the bill, laid open the retreat of the insect 
beneath, than it suddenly darts out its tongue, spears its 
prey, and instantly brings the luckless insect to its mouth. 
Tongues of this structure are not entirely confined to the 
family of woodpeckers, under w^hich we include the wry- 
neck, but we detected an example among the Brazilian 
creepers, forming the genus whose tongues 

have been supposed by all ornithologists to be similar to 
that of the common European creeper; that is, thin, simply 
pointed, and not extensible. We shall now describe two 
other modifications of this member, very different from the 
last, but which are also capable of being considerably 
elongated. 'I'he first of these is seen in the humming birds 
( Trochiliflce ) ; the second in the honeysuckers (^Melipha^ 
gidee.) It has generally been supposed that the two long 
filaments into which the tongue of the humming bird is 
divided were tubular, by which construction they were 
enabled to suck up from the nectary of flowers the 
natural honey therein contained. But this is altogether 
erroneous. So far back as the year 181 7, we detected this 
error in dissecting the humming birds of Brazil ; and we 
have often announced the fact, that the food of these 
E 2 
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birds consisted both of honey and of minute insects. 
Since then some modern writers have flown to the other 
extreme, and, wholly unsupported by facts, have declared 
their belief that these birds live entirely upon insects. 
In this they are as much mistaken as in their former 
assertion ; the fact being, that they feed indiscriminately 
upon both. The two filaments, which were supposed 
to be tubular, are perfectly flat, and very thin, — a structure 
obviously adapted for licking up the food. We have 
reason, also, to believe that these processes are covered 
with a mucilaginous substance, sufficiently adhesive to 
act upon the pollen of flowers, and the wings of the 
small dipterous insects, which the humming birds chiefly 
select for their animal diet. The tongue of the African 
sunbirds (^Cinrtyrid(e) we have never had the opportunity 
of examining ; but by a fortunate chance we have dis- 
covered that the type among the Australian honeysuckers 
(^Meliphaguke), which represents the Trochiliday has the 
tongue constructed precisely the same as those birds. 
This brings us to the seconcl description of extensible, or 
rather of suctorial tongues, and which is of a form almost 
peculiar to the honeysuckers of Australia, and its islands. 
In these birds the tongue is not nearly so extensible as in 
the Trochilida;, being seldom more than half as long again 
as the bill ; nor are the bones of the os hyoides carried 
back upon the skull, as in the woodpeckers and humming 
birds. Nevertheless, the structure appears especially 
adapted for suction : the form of the lower part is the 
same as in ordinary birds; but the end is composed of a 
great number of delicate fibres or filaments, exactly re- 
sembling a painter’s brush. Lewin, who drew and de- 
scribed these birds in their native region, has figured the 
tongue of the warty-faced honeysucker * {Meliphaga 
plirggki)y and describes the bird as sometimes to be 
seen ^Mn great numl)ers, constantly flying from tree to 
tree (particularly the blue gum), feeding among the 
blossoms, by extracting the honey with their long tongues 


l/irds of New Holland, pi. 4. 
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from every flower as they passed.” What will appear 
still more extraordinary to the scientific naturalist^ is the 
fact, that some birds of this meliphagous group, are 
actually woodpeckers, and yet retain the typical structure 
of the tongue of their own natural family. The same ob- 
server, speaking of die blue-faced honeysuckcr, describes 
it as being fond of picking transverse holes in the bark, 
between which and the wood it inserts its long tongue in 
search of small insects, which it draws out with great dex- 
terity.” • Now, as Lewin describes this bird as a honey- 
sucker, we must conclude, until facts prove otherwise, 
that it has the filamentous tongue of the honeysuckers, 
but that it is used for the purpose, not of spearing in- 
sects, but of catching them by means of the glutinous 
matter on the filaments, — a mode of capturing its prey by 
no means improbable, provided the insects are of a small 
size. It must not be supposed, however, that the food of 
the Meliphagida ; — several of which are as large as a 
thrush, and three or four much larger — is -restricted, any 
more than that of the humming birds, simply to the 
nectar of flowers. They, indeed, feed upon the honey ; 
but, as Lewin declares, combined with the numerous small 
insects lodged in most of the flowers, which they extract 
in a dexterous manner with their tongues, peculiarly 
formed for that purpose. It is clear, moreover, when 
we come to reflect upon the matter, that birds which 
are attached to the secretions of particular trees — as are 
many of the Meliphagid/s — can only enjoy their fa- 
vourite food for a comparatively short season ; that is, 
while the tree or plant is in blossom : they must, there- 
fore, either feed at other times upon small insects or upon 
fruit. The two first habits we have shown them to possess ; 
and the last — that of devouring fruits also — is exempli- 
fied in the yellow-eared honeysucker of Lewin ; who re- 
marks, that ^^in the winter season these birds have been 
seen feeding on the sweet berry of the white cedar in great 
numbers.” t There are several other modifications of the 


* Birdi of New Holland, pL 5. 
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tongue^ of less importance than those leading forms we 
have now described ; hut as our space will not allow of 
extending our remarks upon this organ, we shall at once 
proceed to notice others. 

(54.) The jMoutii, or rictus, is of greater or less ex- 
pansion, according to the description of food upon which 
the bird subsists, or the method of taking it, although 
in the generality of species the mouth is not of great 
extent ; its angles or sides, when the jaws or mandibles 
are closed, do not reach so far back as to pass the base 
of the eye, supposing a pcqiendicular line to be draw'ii 
from one end to the other. Hut in birds having a very 
wide mouth, the basal angle of the jaws passes far 
behind this imaginary line, and the mouth is said to 
open beneath the eye. The smallest mouths are seen 

in the grallatorial order, 
where we have the plovers 
(y?!/. 22. a) and in the 
: types by which it is re- 

presented in other circles. 

v . This is strictly conform 

able to that law of va- 
^ nation in structure before 

explained, by which this 
' primary type is so distin- 
guished ; because, in fact, 
it represents the class of Acrita, in the great circle of 
the animal world, where the mouth is for the most part 
altogether wanting. It is in conformity with this law 
that the humming birds, being suctorial, have the small- 
est mouths in the insessorial order; for as they swallow 
those insects only which are very minute, a greater 
extension is not necessary. Birds, on the contrary, 
which capture their prey upon the wing, and gulp it 
down immediately, have mouths of enormous width. 
The whole tribe of the Fissirostres, at the head of 


which are the swallows, may be instanced as possessing 
this structure, carried, perhaps, to a greater extent in 
the night-jars (^Caprimulgidce, fig. 22. 6) than in any 
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Other race. A similar structure is also apparent in some 
of the typical chatterers, as the genus Casmorhynchus ; 
but it is intended for a very different purpose. The 
wide moiith of the swallow trilxi is not for the passage 
of large insects — because it is well known that these 
birds feed only upon such as are very small — but to 
give them a greater chance of securing their prey. The 
chatterers, on the contrary, feed after the manner of 
ordinary birds, that is, with closed wings ; but a very 
wide mouth is essential to them, for they frequently 
swallow, in a whole state, wild fruits bigger than our 
sloes ; and in dissecting these birds, we have often lieen 
astonished at the size of the fruit discovered, in an 
entire state, in their crops. There must be something 
very peculiar in the economy of those little-known birds, 
the Eiirylamince, or broadbills of India, whose mouths 
far exceed in width those of the most typical flycatchers 
(^Muftcicapinee), Their prey is probably of a larger 
description than that captured by their congeners ; or, 
as one species is known to feed both upon insects and 
vegetables, it is probable that the others also partake of 
berries not much inferior in size to those devoured 
by the chatterers of llrazil. It would appear, at first, 
preposterous to say that lipft are to be found among 
birds; and yet there are instances where parts, at least 
analogous tiiereto, might be so termed. In the Ceb~ 
lepyris lahiata, — a very rare species, of the size of our 
blackbird, found in Southern Africa, — the basal half of 
each mandible is margined by a skin, which is destitute 
of feathers, and of a bright red colour ; and the same 
development of the part is observable in most young 
birds, or nestlings, before they have acquired their first 
featheis. 

(55.) The mouth is often defended by rictal bristles, 
more or less stiff, which are from five to six in number, 
and are situated at the base of the upper mandible, 
immediately above the angle of the mouth. Sometimes^ 
as in the genus Pogonias 23.) composed of the 

Barbut woodpeckers of Africa, these bristles extend 
E 4 
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themselves round the base of the lower mandible^ as if 
to defend the mouth in all directions ; but we do not 


at this moment remember any other birds with a similar 
formation. These appendages being found only in 



such birds as feed 
upon insects^ and 
chiefly in those which 
catch their prey on 
the wingj leaves us in 
no doubt as to their 
specific use. Among 
the swallows, indeed. 


these bristles cannot be found, because the insects they 
live upon, being very small, are swallowed without any 
difficulty, and are incapable of making any struggles ; 
but the case is far diflerent with those captured by 
the night-jars, whose chief sustenance is derived from 
coleopterous insects which fly in the evening, and whose 
hard legs and bifurcated claws might inflict much 
injury in their struggles to escape. Now, the bristles 
we are describing, are more developed in this tribe of 
birds than in any of those which feed upon the wing ; 
and they obviously answer two purposes, — they protect 
the angles of the mouth from any injury, while at the 
same time they confine the struggles of the captive 
insect. In the genuine flycatchers, these bristles are 
rather less developed ; although in some few, as in the 
genus Megalophm^, they are very long : but then, on the 
other hand, the MuscicaptruB never, or very rarely, feed 
upon coleopterous insects, but seem to confine them- 
selves to those whose bodies are soft ; yet, as the wings 
of these latter are often large, the bristles are necessary 
to coufiue their fiutteriug. It \s rather singular that 
the woodpeckers, which feed upon coleopterous insects, 
as well as soft larva, are destitute of tliese bristles; but 
we may observe that the feathers round the mouth are 
remarkably thick and compact, and that the nostrils are 


Megahphus regius, Brazilian Birds, pi. 51, 52. 
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completely concealed by a dense tuft of stiff setaceous 
feathers : both these peculiarities may have something of 
the same effect, though produced in a different manner 
to what we have just stated; while the care with which 
nature has defended the nostrils of these birds is for the 
double purpose of preventing their being injured by the 
claws of insects, and to exclude every particle of wood, 
which the bird scatters about while perforating and 
breaking into the tree where he knows his food lies 
concealed. In proportion as birds partake both of a 
vegetable and an insect diet, so are these bristles more 
or less developed. In the robin, for instance, they are 
short and feeble, intimating that its diet is only partially 
insectivorous, or rather, that it seldom captures flying 
insects : and such we know to be the fact. Proceeding 
a step further, we find the bristles of the thrush and 
blackbird altogether rudimentary, leading us to suppose 
that, although they may occasionally eat insects, they 
never capture them when upon the wing. Experience 
confirms this theoretical inference, for every field natu- 
ralist is fully aware that such is truly the fact. 

(56.) The different forms of the nostrils, no less than 
their situation, deserve attention for in both these parti- 
culars they assume many different appearances. In all 
the birds of prey, they are »tuatcd nearly in the middle 
of a naked and soft skin, called the cere, wdiich covers 
the base of both mandibles, and is probably connected 
with the sense of smell. The cere, however, is not con- 
fined to the rapacious tribes; for we find it, although 
much smaller, in almost the whole of the parrot family, 
whose food is entirely vegetable. No other land birds 
possess this appendage ; nor can it he said to exist, under 
l\ie same form, in any other birds excepting some of the 
rasorial orders; most of the cranes, herons, &c. have 
the space between the eye and the bill naked and soft ; 
but ^is is merely from the ordinary skin being destitute 
of feathers. The nostrils are either placed, 1. at the 
base of the lateral surface of the bill, as in Uie generality 
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of birds; or 2. behind its basal margin^ as in the 
toucans ; or, 3. towards the very centre of the bill 
— intermediate between the front of the head and the 


tip of the under mandible, — as in the genus Musophaga 
i^fig. 33.). The first of these forms is common to most 
birds, but there is yet great variation in the shape of 
the aperture ; sometimes it is round, sometimes oval, 
and sometimes linear {fig, 2.5. «). Round apertures 
are most prevalent among the falcons, the owls, the 
cuckoos, and the parrots, where the margins are 
generally tumid or swelled. In the fern-owls (Cm- 
primufgida^), and in the cuckoo {fig. 24*.), the aper- 
ture is not only round, but slightly tubular, something 
analogous to many of the bats. I n the other fissirostral 
birds, the opening is more oval, and is placed either at 



the extreme termination of 
a membranaceous skin, which 
fills up the depression of the 
part where the nostrils are 
situated, or a little on one 
side*: between these, and such 
as are of a lengthened oval, 
there are innumerable grades 
of variation. Linear nostrils 


have also their own peculiar modifications. The grallatorial 


birds show us this structure in its highest state of de- 
velopment. On looking to the bill of the common 
plover, we observe that there is a groove running in the 
middle of the upper mandible of the bill for nearly two 
thirds its length; and that 
the aperture of the nostrils 
assumes the form of a mere 
slit at the base {fig. 25. a). 
A similar structure is seen 
in the different snipes, cur- 
lews, and sandpipers. In the 
herons, this slit is without the groove ; while in the 
humming birds {fig. 25. b) it is often so completely hid 
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by the narrow membranaceous skin which conceals the 
linear aperture, that the nostrils would never be disco- 
vered by a student unacquainted with this curious form- 
ation : upon raising this lappet, the aperture appears as 
an elongated slit; but which, in the sunbirds(CmwyWrf«p) 
is of a semicircular form. The most tumid nostrils are 
those of the pigeons; but in what respect this structure is 
connected with their economy, we know not. There is an 
obvious analogy, however, even between this shape and 
that which is seen in the plovers. In rasorial types the 
aperture is almost lateral — that is, placed on that side of 
the membrane which is nearest to the margin of the bill ; 
the membrane itself being unusually thick and strong, 
almost corneous, and often very convex. It is obvious 
that all these are different modes for protecting an organ 
so delicate: hut Nature is ever inexhaustible in her vari- 
ations ; and thus we find that in numberless instances she 
accomplishes the same object by the means of bristles, 
or feathers, variously disposed, according to the particu- 
lar habits of the birds. The great majority of insectivo- 
rous birds have setaceous feathers or bristles incurved 
over thenostrils, sufficient to w^ard off injury, yet leaving 
the orifice, in other respects, exposed to the free action 
of the air. In birds, however, whose habits lead them 
to plunge their bill into substances which might enter 
the apertures, the nostrils arc completely covered by 
thick-set feathers, or rigid bristles, reposing flat upon the 

bill. We have already 
adverted to this structure 
in the whole of the wood- 
peckers ; and it is almost 
as general among the 
crows {Jjg. 26.)^ which 
have not only their nostrils, 
but a great part of the base of the bill, protected and even 
covered by stiff bristles. Hence they are enabled, with 
impunity, to perforate the earth and pick holes in the 
ground, during their search for insects, without the least 
particle of dirt getting into their nostrils. The genus 
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Piilomrhynchus {fig. 1 7.)^ its name implies^ has the 
base of the bill entirely covered with small close-set 
feathers instead of bristles ; but unfortunately we know 
nothing of the economy which renders this structure 
necessary. The second mode in which the nostrils are 
developed, is almost peculiar to the toucans, and has 
already been adverted to. The third structure is 
equally rare, and most developed in that magnificent bird 
the Musophnga violacca {fig* S3.), or violet plantain- 
eater; we know not, however, the manner in which 
this peculiar structure harmonises with the functions 
of life. 

(57«) We now come to the Bill, or rather to the 
jaws of birds, the two mandibles of which are merely 
the jaws of a vertebrated animal lengthened out into a 
rostrum or beak, analogous to that form which is seen 
in crocodiles, garfish, and even in long-snouted quad- 
rupeds. In birds, however, these parts are altogether 
naked, of a horny substance outside, and are unprovided 
with teeth, properly so called, 'fhe upper of these pieces 
forms the superior, and the under the inferior, mandible ; 
while both collectively constitute the bill. It is by 
this organ that the food is seized, or laid hold of, by 
ordinary birds, or torn in pieces by the rapacious tribes. 
The absence of teeth, in such birds as seize their food 
by the bill, or in which this member has superior 
powers of prehension, is supplied by a notch, which forms 
a tooth-like projection close to the point of one or both 
mandibles : hut in some of the rapacious birds, as the 
sparrow hawk, this process is placed rather more to- 
wards the middle of the bill, and is rather in the shape 
of a festoon {fig. 27- «) ; whereas, in the typical falcons 
(6), the notch is so deep as to produce a sharp tooth-like 
angle. The owls, on the other hand, have neither the 
one nor the other of these projections on the upper 
mandible (c) ; but still the tip is as much curved as in 
the two former, and the under mandible is toothed. It 
is almost unnecessary to say how greatly this structure 
facilitates the operation of tearing and dividing the 
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flesh of those animals which are caught^ and which 
could not he accomplished by a bill of the ordinary 
shape. A modification of this structure is also seen 

in the parrots {d), where 
the point of the hill^ es- 
pecially of the macaws 
(^Macrov.ercus), is even 
more pointed. Personal 
observation^ however, en- 
ables us to account for 
this apparent anomaly. 
Many of the parrots of 
South America stick their 
sharp-pointed and hooked 
bill into the fruit they 
feed upon, before it is brought between both man- 
dibles ; so that, in fact, it serves to secure their food 
before they begin to devour it. The notch, again, in 
the upper mandible, so analogous to that of a rapa- 
cious bird, is not used to tear the food, but acts as 
a rest for those hard nuts which are to be cracked and 
broken by the great muscular force of the under man- 
dible. The favourite food of most of the splendid 
macaws of Brazil consists in the seeds or nuts of 
the diflerent species of palms ; and these are so deeply 
seated in their husks or receptacles, that they could 
not be extracted but by a bill which could perform 
the office of a pick-axe ; and such a bill has accord- 
ingly been given to the macaws. But we must now 
pass on to other shapes. The lateral tooth, so con- 
spicuous in the genera last mentioned, becomes very much 
smaller in the birds composing the tribe of Dentirostres, 
where it only assumes (except in the Laniada:, or 
shrikes, and their representatives) the appearance of a 
distinct notch, such as may be observed in any of our 
thrushes and warblers. Finally, in the conirostral 
tribe, where we have the crows and starlings, this 
notch becomes almost obsolete ; being always faint, and 
frequently wanting. This substitute for real teeth is 
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thus to be found only in the two typical orders of 
hirds^ the Raptores and the Incessores ; in all others it 
is entirely wanting. There is yet a third mode by 
which nature supplies the deficiency of real teeth to 

the bill of birds; and 
that is, by dividing the 
edges into a number of 
saw-like notches, of 
greater or less size as 
the peculiar habits of 
the i)irds require. The 
first developement of 
this structure is seen 
in the double-toothed 
falcons, as in the genus 
Ilarpugna {fg. 28. a) ; 
the next is in the ty- 
pical trogons (h), and 
in the sub-genus An^ 
dropadus* (c) : a fur- 
ther advance is s(?en in the toucans and hornbills, where 
the scrratureSj although coarse and wide apart, extend 
the whole length of the bill : but the highest develop- 
ment is exhibited in the Chiza^rhift variegnta (d), 
where the teeth are small, sliarp, regular, and of equal size. 
In the Mu. saphaga violacea {fig, 2^.), on the qjjier hand, 

they are somewhat un- 
equal, and nearly obsolete 
towards the base of the 
cutting margins. We 
cannot, unfortunately, il- 
lustrate any one of these 
stTud&res by detailing 
corresponding trait§ in 
the economy of the birds. 
'Fhere is one* however — 
the plant-cutter of(Jhili — whose bill is described as much 

• North. Zoot. vnl. ii. p. -185. The Importan of Ije Vaill.int (Ois. d’Af. 
pK loS. f. 2 ), but recently described as a new bird by.4aT(\ln and Selby under 
the name of Trkhvphorus brachypodiuUles. 111. of Orn. pi. 128. 
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serrated, for the purpose of cutting away the outer 
leaves of the heads of plants, in order to get at those 
which are the youngest and most tender. Mollini, who 
vouches for this fact, goes on to assure us that these 
birds are consequently very destructive to the farmer ; 
and we can readily suppose that a few of them would 
very soon destroy a field of Indian corn before the 
heads had burst or come to perfection. It is probable 
that the teeth of the toucan is of essential service in 
crunching and breaking the bodies of the small birds 
which it captures, and which are reduced to a shapeless 
mass before it is tossiul up in the air and swallowed, 
'riie only example we are acquainted with of an in- 
cessorial bird having a central or raptorial tooth to its 
bill, is the Ijariio of Vieillot (^//. 28. c), a bird which 
obviously Ixlongs to the tanagers, notwithstanding this 
anomalous formation. 

(5S.) We may now consider the bill in regard to 
its figure ; that is, its length, breadth, and direction. A 
bill is called short, when its length does not ecjual the 
space between the nostrils and the nape of the neck 
{fiy, 30. (i ) ; it is then said to be shorter than the head : 
when these two parts are equal, the bill is termed wo- 
doriiU (b) ; but when it exceeds the length of the head, 
it is designated as long (c). Its 
circumference assumes three 
principal forms ; for it is either 
compressed, depressed, or round. 
The length of a bill is usually 
estimated from that part which 
protrudes beyonil the front of 
the head ; and not, unless so 
expressed, from the angle of 
the mouth to the tip of the 
upper mandible. We shall 
adopt this plan, because it is in general use, although the 
latter mode of measurement is certainly more strictly 
correct than the former. According to these views, the 
shortest billed birds become these which have the widest 
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mouths^ both which characters belong to the goatsuckers 
and the swallows : in both these the mandibles are so 
weak as to be only capable of clasping small insects ; 
and it is very questionable whether those of the ordinary 
Caprimulijiike are ever employed for this purpose^ the 
remarkable smallness of both mandibles rendering them 
little more than rudimentary. The great majority of 
birds which catch their food in the air have short bills^ 



but of great breadth, as we see in the flycatchers : while 
those birds which;>f?c*Ar their food, like crows and thrushes, 
have them generally of a moderate length ; or, at least, 
they are never depressed, as this latter form always im- 
plies weakness, and an incapacity for striking the bill 
against any substance. The longest bills are found among 
the waders (^Grallatores, fig, 31. a 6), and such birds as 
plunge this member into substances which contain their 
food. The snipes, woodcocks, and many of the god wits, 
are familiar examples of this structure; and they are 
well known to insert their bills to a considerable depth 
in soft mud, for the purpose of flnding worms and 
aquatic insects. This great elongation of the bill, or 
mouth, as we have had frequent occasion to remark 
before, is one of the leading characters of the grallatorial 
type in its different modifications throughout the animal 
kingdom. We consequently find that the tenuirostral 
tribes, represented by the humming birds, have the long- 
est bills (^fig, SI .c) among the perchers ; and the pigeons 
are so characterised by this very circumstance in the order 
of Ra^areSy although their bills, in comparison with 
those dir the generality of birds, are only moderately long. 
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That the humming birds, and all those which suck the 
contents of flowers, should have a bill so much length- 
ened, is owing to the nature of their food, which re- 
quires the faculty of probing the bottom of those long 
tubular flowers of the natural order of BigmiiiactB, with 
which the forests of tropical regions abound ; this struc- 
ture, in fact, is as necessary to them as an elongated mouth 
is to l)ees, which feed upon, and have to reach, the very 
same substance. It may here be observed, and laid 
down as a general rule, that as a depressed bill always 
indicates weakness, so one that is compressed on its sides, 
(that is, whose length is always greater than its breadth), 
indicates strength. No better proof of this position can be 
adduced than the genera Platyrhynchuft 9,m\ Megalophus, 
as examples of the flrst of these forms; and that of the 
crows or the parrots, as examples of the second. When, 
however, the bill is not only short, but so thick as to 
become almost round or cylindrical, we have exam- 
ples of the greatest strength with which Nature has 
endowed the mouth of birds. No group in the orni- 
thological circle exhibits this powerful structure so much 
as that of the FringUlidte, where the bill is short, and 


nearly conic; both mandibles are equally thick, and 
when closed, their height and breadth are nearly the 
same. In many of the finches (as in the sub-genera 
Amadina, Covcothraustes, &c.), the thickness of the bill 
at its base, in comparison to the size of the head, is 
enormous : but in the Loxia 
Ostrina of Vieillot {fig, 32.), 
^ extraordinary 

Western Africa, the 
'7 much inferior to 

head. It is 
known that all these 
^^hard-billed” birds, as the 
old writers aptly called them, feed entirely upon seeds 
and nuts ; and the harder these are, the stronger are the 
bills of such species as are appointed to derive nourish- 
ment from the different sorts. Whenever an insectivorous 
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and frup;ivorous diet is united^ as is the case with most 
of the Taiiager finches, the upper mandible is notched, 
for the obvious purpose of more firmly securing that 
part of their food, which, like insects, can escajie. 

(59.) The degree of atrenytk possesst*d by the bill 
is in a great degree influenced by the proportion which 
the upper and the under mandible liear in their relative 
size or thickness. The under mandible of the strong 
bill in the falcons, it is true, is much smaller and thinner 
than that of the upper ; but then it is armed with a 
toothed process, and the strong-hooked point of the other 
renders it sufficiently powerful to tear flesh without re- 
quiring much aid from the lower mandible. But in the 
parrots, where the food is prepared in quite a different 
manner, — that is, by/im/A*iW;(7,both mandibles are equally 
strong, in order to produce an equal degree of pressure, 
without which it would be impossible for these birds, 
any more than the great-billed finches just mentioned, 
to crack, with facility, the hardest nuts: hence the mac- 
caws and the grosbeaks have the strongest bills of all 
known birds, lx;cause the two mandibles are more equal 
in size and strength than in any others. The weakest 
bills, on the contrary, are those where the under man- 
dible is remarkably thin ; instances of this we see in the 
flycatchers and the whole of tlie 
humming-birds. In the latter 
family this part is so slender as 
to be almost hid, at its base, by 
the foliling over of the upper 
mandible ; so that when these 
birds are just killed, their bills 
arc almost flexible. ,lt is much 
to be regretted that our total 
ignorance of the economy of the 
plantain-eaters leaves us unable 
to account in any way for the 
great development of the upper 
mandible (^fiy, S 3 ,), which spreads over the front of the 
head like a casque : nevertheless this frontlet, although 
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thick, does not appear to be very solid or compact ; it is 
not improbable that its inside is of a cellular texture, 
something analogous to that of the toucans, and connected 
with the very extraordinary situation of the nostrils. 

(1)0.) The enormous of the bill, as seen in the 
toucans and horn bills (Buceridat), shows that this quality 
is not necessarily accompanied by strength, for the in- 
ternal structure, in both families, being cellular, the 
bill is not only very light, but may be broken with ease. 
That of the awks (^Alcadof), when viewed in profile, 
seems to be very large, but it is, in fact, so thin, or 
in other words so compressed, that it must possess 
very little strength. The pelican's bill seems dispro- 
portionably large, but it possesses little or no strength : 
the under mandible is so thin that the bones are pliable ; 
and it is one of the vulgar tricks of the keepers in 
travelling menageries, to show the spectators how it may 
bo turned into a cap or bonnet. 

((il.) 'rhere are some other modifications in the 
form of the bill, which will not strictly come under the 
foregoing definitions ; but which, although compar- 
atively rare, deserve our attention. 'J'he chief of these 
may be distinguished by the following names: — I. 
Semi-raptorial ; (^uneated, or wedge-shaped ; 5. 
Talcate, or sword -shaped ; 4. Spatulate, or spoon- 
shaped ; .0. Recurved ; and, 6*. Truncated. Each of 
these forms will now be stq)arately considered. 

(b’2.) I. A Semi-raptorial bill is where the upper man- 
dible terminates in a strong, sharp, abrupt, and for- 
midable hook, obviously intended for rapine, but yet 
unassisted by those tooth-like processes, or notches. 



which we see in the hawks, shrikes, and fissirostral 
birds. It is obvious that diis powerful hook act** as a 
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Strong cluw^ and is somewhat analogous to the talons of 
an eagle, by bt'ing struck into the prey. It certainly is 
not used, like that of the true rapacious order, for tearing 
the food in pieces, for it is well known that pelicans, 
in a state of confinement, preserve their natural habit 
of swallowing their food entire, and we have evidence 
to prove that the 'whole of the cormorant family do the 
same. Indeed, the great expansive power of the throat 
of both these genera, manifestly constructed for receiv- 
ing food in such a state, places the fact beyond dispute. 
The owls, which represent the Natatorial order (wherein 
this structure is only found), show it in its incipient 
state; for, although their upper mandible is greatly 
hooked, there is no appearance of the notch so universal 
among the falcons. 

(63.) II. A iruneated, or v:edge^shaped bill, is 
altogether confined to the woodpeckers and the nut- 
hatches: we can only look for its full development, 
however, in the genus Pieux as now restricted. A 
glance at the bill of the Picus rohiistiis {jig. 35. n) will 
convey, much better than by words, a just idea of its 
general shajie ; both mandibles are of such an equal 
size and thickness, that when closed the commissure (or 
line made by the joining of the two together,) is pre- 
cisely in the middle ; the bill gradually becomes smaller 
from the base ; and its circumference would be cylindrical 
were it not for certain ridges, which form little pro- 
jecting angles, so that its 
section (f/) appears nearly 
hexagonal : the end has not a 
sharp point, but a perpen- 
dicular edge, like that of a 
wedge or hatchet. By this 
most lieautiful mechanism, 
aided by uncommon strength 
in the muscles of the neck, 
these birds can break through and demolish the hardest 
wood ; so that in their native regions, the base of the 
trees where some of the larger species have been at 
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work, are covered with as many splinters and chips as 
would be found in a carpenter’s shop.* The student 
must not look for the full development of this struc- 
ture in our common green woodpecker {Chrysopterus 
viridis Sw.), which belongs to a different genus ; but 
he will find them in the greater and lesser spotted 
species. The nudiatches (c), which connect the wood- 
peckers with the creepers, show the only near approach 
to this form which we yet know of. We have said that 
tlic maccaws have the strongest hills of any birds ; but 
it is, in truth, exceedingly difficult to award that dis- 
tinction justly, seeing that strength is distributed under 
so many shapes and ways, suited to the habits of the 
birds, and to the particular functions which the bill is 
to perform. Equally difficult is it to apply, with strict 
propriety, the epithets of small and great ; for, although 
the goatsucker’s bill, in point of real size, is by far the 
smallest, yet that of the ostrich, in proportion to the 
dimensions of the bird, is very considerably smaller. 

(6’4.) III. Falcate, or sword-ehaped bills, are those 
which have both mandibles more or less curved, so as 
to assume the figure of a sword with the point turned 
downwards. These bills are almost always greatly 
lengthened, and from their peculiar shape, no less than 
from their great compression, are generally weak. The 
first indication of this form may be seen in the outline 
of the toucan’s bill, the under piece of which curves 
downwards in the same direction as the upper. The 
hornbills make another advance, and the bills of many 
of the species would come under this denomination but 
for the additional protuberances which rise from them. 
Some of the long-legged thrushes {Crateropadina;') show 
an obvious tendency the same way, as do also many 
of the honey-suckers in the families of TrochUida 
and Cinnyridtp, The ibis and the curlew, among the 
waders, have their bills decidedly falcate, and the same 
may be said of many of the promerops, and of that 

• See Wilson’s Ornitholoffy, article IvoryJtiUed Woodpecktr. 

F 3 
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truly magnificent bird the Ptiloris •paradiaea of New 
Holland ; but it is only among the scansorial creepers 
that we find this structure in its highest stage of deve- 
lopment. The common creeper, Certhia familiaria, 
and the hoopoe, are the only native examples we have ; 
but the forests of Brazil are the peculiar regions of the 
genus Dendrocolaptcff, one of which, the D. prociirxda, 
has the bill so long and so much curved, that it can 
only be compared to the blade of a sickle. W'e never 
were fortunate enough to meet with this bird, which 
is particularly rare, and confined to certain localities; so 
that its peculiar habits have never been investigated : it 
would be also interesting to know the structure of its 
tongue. In several other tree-creepers of South Ame- 
rica, closely allied to the last, the tongue is quite as 
long as the bill, and even longer, while its ti)>, being 
horny and shaiq), leads us to infer that it is used to 
transfix such small insects as are passed over by the 
more powerfully constructed woodpeckers, 

((Jo.) IV. Spatulate bills are confined to one genus 
only, that of Flatalea, known by the common name of 
spoonbills. However anomalous this form may appear, 
it is but a singular modification of the depressed shape 
belonging to all the fissirostrnl types of birds, engrafted, 
as it were, on the elongated bill of the herons, and ana- 
logous to the ducks, the boatbills, and other modifica- 
tions of the same type. Little or nothing appears to be 
known of the habits of these birds, or what peculiar 
functions this singular-shaped bill is intended to per- 
form ; we cannot therefore illustrate its history. 

(66.) V. A Recurved bill is one of the most remark- 
able deviations from the ordinary form of this member, 
all other bills being either straight or curved downward ; 
but in this the point is bent upwards. There is an in- 
clination to assume this form in some of the tree-creepers, 
as in the genus Sitella, among the nuthatches, and still 
more in Zenope, a genus of the Brazilian creepers; 
nevertheless, although the ridge or gonys of the under 
mandible, in these examples, is inclined upwards, the 



EXTKHNAIi ANATOMY. BILL. 71 

cMlmen, or ridge of* the upper, is perfectly straight. The 
same also may be said of several of the long-billed waders, 
which at present form part of the genus Totanus, so 
that it is in the Avocets alone (Jig, 3f). a.) we have this 
form at its maximum : here both the mandibles towards 
their extremity make a sudden curve upwards, and 
although very thin and delicate at this part, they are 
considerably compressed. The recur ved-bill humming 
birds, of which there now appears more than one species, 
possess the same structure, with this exception only, 
that the gongs is somcwliat 
thickened. For several years 
after we had published a 
figure and description of 
the TrorMlns recurvh'os- 
tris {Jig.^6,b.), the French 
ornithologists, with their 
usual hastiness of decision, 
maintained that the upward direction of the hill merely 
originated in that part having been artificially distorted 
in the only specimen then existing of the species. We 
did not think it worth while to combat this assertion, 
fully persuaded that, as soon as these gentlemen could 
receive ocular demonstration by an inspection of a se- 
cond example, they woidd change their opinion ; ami 
they have accordingly done so. Several specimens within 
the last few years have reached Paris, and it now appears 
tliat more than one species has the bill decidedly re- 
curved. Nothing is positively known of those peculiar 
habits which require a bill shaped so differently from all 
other birds. Wilson, in speaking of the American 
Avocet (Recurvirostra Americana), merely observes, 
that it frequents the shallow pools of water in the salt 
marshes, wading about, often to the belly, in search of 
food ; viz. marine worms, snails (?), and various insects 
(crabs ?) that abound among the soft muddy bottoms of 
the pools.” 

(67.) VI. Truncated bills are, perhaps, tlie most 
singular of all the forms which nature has given to this 
p 4 
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member among birds. Both mandibles are straight, 
and so much compressed as to resemble the blade of a 
knife — placed edgewise — more than any thing else: the 
upper mandible, indeed, is slightly thickened at its base, 
where the nostrils are situated; but one (juarter of its 
length appears broken off, so that the under mandible 
protrudes beyond the upper nearly an inch {fig. .‘i?*)* 



There are three, if not four, species of this most singu- 
lar genus, which in every other point of structure shows 
an intimate affinity to the ordinary Terns. Notwith- 
standing the length, even of the upper mandible, the 
mouth of the bird itself is remarkably small : for it 
does not extend beyond the nostrils. Beyond that part, 
both the edges on the under mandible are quite sharp, 
but that which is uppermost is received into a very 
narrow groove on the corresponding piece, as if to pro- 
tect and preserve its sharpness. Not having had the 
opportunity of watching these birds alive, we can state 
nothing from personal observation ; but this is not to 
be regretted after the following account of their man- 
ners by Wilson. ‘^The sheerwater {lihynchops niger L.), 
is formed for skimming, while on the wing, the surface 
of the sea for its food, which consists of small fish, 
shrimps, young fry, &c., whose natural haunts are near 
the shore and towards the surface. That the lower 
mandible, when dipt into and cleaving the water, might 
not retard the bird's way, it is thinned and stiar|)ened 
like the blade of a knife ; the upper mandible, being at 
such times elevated above water, ik curtailed in its 
length, as being less necessary, but tapering gradually 
to a point, that, on shutting, it^inay suffer no oppo- 
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sition. To prevent inconvenience from the rushing of 
the water, the mouth is confined to the mere opening 
of the gullet, which, indeed, prevents mastication taking 
place there ; but the stomach, or gizzard, to which this 
business is solely allotted, is of uncommon hardness, 
strength, and muscularity, far surpassing in these re- 
spects any other water-bird with which 1 am acquainted. 
To all these is added a vast expansion of wing, to enable 
the bird to sail with sufficient celerity while dipping in 
the water. The general proportion of the wing of our 
swiftest hawks and swallows to their breadth, is as one 
to two ; but in the present case, as there is not only the 
resistance of the air, but also that of the water, to over- 
come, a still greater volume of wing is given, the sheer- 
water measuring nineteen inches in length and upwards 
of forty-four in extent. In short, whoever has atten- 
tively examined this curious apparatus, and observed 
the possessor, with his ample wings, long, bending neck, 
and lower mandible, occasionally dipt into and ploughing 
the surface, and the facility with which he procures his 
food, cannot but consider it a mere playful amusement, 
when compared with the dashing immersions of tlie 
tern, the gull, or the fish-hawk, who, to the superficial 
observer, appear so superiorly accommodated. The 
sheerwater is most frequently seen skimming close along 
shore, about the first of the fiood. — 1 have observed 
eight or ten in company, passing and repassing at high 
water, dipping, with extended neck, their open bills 
into the water, with as much apparent ease as swallows 
glean up flies.” We have now enumerated the most 
remarkable of those forms with which nature has diver- 
sified the bill of birds ; but these forms, again, are 
varied and combined in such a multitude of ways, that 
it would be useless, if not impossible, to attempt further 
definitions. Some systematists, however, have chosen to 
make these variations the ground-work of their systems, 
to the utter confusion of all natural arrangement, and 
the no small perplexity of the student. Upon this prin- 
ciple the falcons must come next the parrots ; the fly- 
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catchers and warblers must be widely separated; the 
crows and the tom-tits be classed together, and the avosets 
joined to the recurved-bill humming-birds. These are 
only a few of the ridiculous combinations which would 
result from such a ])rinciple of classification, which, 
however simple and inviting it may appear in theory, 
Ixjcomes utterly impracticable when we attempt to work 
out its details. 

(1)8.) The nuchal briaflea of birds are certain setaceous 
hairs, more or less developed, but always simple, which 
arise from the nape, or back part of the neck of several 
birds, and are concealed among the feathers. They are 



most developed in the bristle-necked thrushes, forming 
the genus Trichophorns where they are so much 

prolonged as to be three times the length of the surround- 
ing feathers ; and it is generally supposed that they are 
altogether peculiar to this group. We believe, how- 
ever, that a great many of the perching genera are 
furnished with these appendages, for we have detected 
them in our common thrushes, and even in the robin 
redbreast. It is only, however, in the circle of the 
shorulegged thrushes, or the Brachypodino}* , that these 
bristles are lengthened ; in all other birds that we have 
yet seen,' they are merely the length of the ordinary 
feathers of the nape, from which they are to be dis- 
tinguished by being destitute of any webs, excepting a 
few at their extreme point. Their use is not accurately 
known, but they are probably connected with tlie sexual 
intercourse. 


* First deflned and characterised in Nortli. ZooL vol. il Appendix i. 
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CHAP. III. 

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. THE FEATHERS, WINGS, 

: TAIL, AND FEET OF BIRDS. 

((>9.) now come to the feathers, which are analo- 
gous to the hair of quadrupeds, — not only covering and 
protecting the body in a similar way, but enabling that 
body to be raised from the earth and carried through 
the air. Buflbn and others have given such long and 
elaborate accounts of the structure of this extraordinary 
clothing, and these accounts have been so often tran- 
scribed into modern compilations, that we deem it un- 
necessary to dwell upon such minute details. It must 
be remembered, also, that it is the object of the trea- 
tises composing this series to give the result of personal 
study and observation, and merely to draw upon our 
predecessors for that information (of which we shall 
always acknowledge the source) which local or acci- 
dental causes have prevented us from personally veri- 
fying. It has lieen one of the consequences that have 
resulted from the sudden favour into which natural 
history has lately risen, that the task of giving ele- 
mentary works to the public has, in nearly all instances, 
fallen into the hands of persons who were the least 
capable of performing the task ; and who, to use the 
bitter but deserveil sarcasm of a truly eminent natu- 
ralist, are giving the public stale systems, miserably 
travestied.” — Natural history,” as the same writer 
justly observes, ^^is the very last thing that a mere 
compiler should meddle with and yet it is from com- 
pilers and tyros that we have new systems of classification, 
and of nomenclature, mixed up with the indiscriminate 
censure of authors, whom it is evident they have never 
read, far less understood. Our readers, therefore, must 
not expect, in tlie limited compass to which these 
treatises are restricted, that they will find all that has 
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been copied and recopicd in the volumes of others ; hut, 
on the other hand^ they may hope to see many of those 
subjects placed in a new light, accompanied by some 
original information, which peculiar circumstiiiices have 
placed us in the way of acquiring. But to proceed : — 
We shall only take a hasty glance at the construction of 
feathers in general, and then proct'ed to notice those 
particular modifications of their form which influence 
their natural habits, and indicate their natural affinities. 

( 70 .) The FEATHERS which are upon a bird are of three 
different kinds : 1. Those which are next to the body, 
and are altogether concealed from the sight ; 2. 'I'hose 
which are external, but are used in flight ; 3. Thosi; 
by which the body is sustained in the air. The sub- 
stance which composes the first is known by the name 
of down. It is more analogous to the soft fur of qua- 
drupeds than to the feathers, properly so called, of 
birds, inasmuch as it does not possess that distinctness of 
parts which is observable in a perfect feather. Some 
of its obvious uses are to keep the body in an equal de- 
gree of temperature, and to resist cold or wet, so that it 
performs the same office as an under-vestment of flannel 
does to the human skin. This inner covering, however, 
is not to be found in all birds; or, at least, it is so slight 
in some that its presence is only indicated by soft hairs 
thinly scattered over the body, as we see in domestic 
fowls and other poultry. It may be observed, however, 
that in such birds which have not, like the ducks, a dis- 
tinct layer of down, the lower part of the external feathers 
supplies the deficiency, so that it may be said the down 
is only removed to another situation, and instead of being 
detached, it is placed at the base of the true feathers, 
where it equally covers and protects the skin. Down, 
when existing as a separate substance, is mostly confined 
to the bodies of aquatic birds, for the manifest intention 
of additional warmth, and to render the skin still more 
inaccessible to the watery element ; this delicate sort of 
feathers, as is well known, is most developed in the 
duck family, particularly on the eiders and swans. It is 



EXTERNAL ANATOMY. FEATHERS. 


77 


also remarkably conspicuous upon the breast of the herons, 
where it exists unmixed with any other feathers, and 
contains, moreover, a white powdery substance, the use 
of which is unknown. It is curious that the breast of 
the herons should have a protection of this kind, when the 
back of their neck, which is equally destitute of true 
feathers, has none. But it is obvious, from the wading 
habits of these birds, that their breasts are much more 
likely to come into contact with the water than the back 
of their necks, seeing that the latter part is only thrown 
out and extended for a moment when the bird suddenly 
seizes its prey, whereas the breast, if the bird is wading, 
may be exposed for some time to tbe action of the water. 
Birds, whose bodies are supplied with a great quantity 
of down, instinctively employ it to line their nests, as 
the eider is well known to do. 

(71.) The regular extarnal feathers of the body, 
like those? of the wings and tail, are very differently con- 
structed from such as are called the down ; they are 
externally composed of three parts or substances : 1. The 
down \ 2. The laminte, or webs ; and, 3. The shaft, or 
quill, on the sides of which the two former are arranged. 
The downy lamiine, or webs of these feathers, are very 
different from the substance we have just described, since 
they not only have a distinct shaft of their own, but the 
lamina? which spring from both sides of it are percep- 
tibly and regularly arranged, although, from being devoid 
of all elasticity, like true down, they do not unite and re- 
pose parallel to each other. The soft downy laminte are 
always situated close to the insertion of the quill into the 
skin ; and although, for obvious reasons, they are more 
developed on those feathers which cover the body, they 
likewise exist on such as are employed in flight, as 
shown in the quill of a goose ; and as they are always 
concealed from sight when the plumage is uninjured, 
and are not exposed to the action of tlie air,* so they are 
always colourless. The third part of a feather consists in 
the true external lamina?, which are arranged in two 
series, one on each side the shaft ; and these sides 
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are called the external and the internal webs. To 
outward appearance the form of the lamime which com- 
pose these webs, appears to lie much the same as that 
of down, which has l)een just described, with this differ- 
ence only, that the laminte are stronger and elastic, and 
seem to stick together, and form a parallel series, which 
the downy larninic do not. Now, this singular adhe- 
siveness is seen by the microscope to lx; occasioned 
by the filaments on each side of these lamime btnng 
hooked into those of the next lamina, so that one sup- 
ports the other in the same position ; while their elasti- 
city makes them return to their proper place in the 
series, if by any accident they are discomposed. This 
will be sufficient to give the reader a correct idea of the 
general construction of a feather, without going into 
further details on the microscopic appearance of the 
parts. In all such feathers that part only is coloured 
which is exposed to the air. It is usual to state that 
the feathers on the body of a bird are disposed or set in 
a quincunx form, thus — Tliis, however, does not 
appear to us a correct statement of the fact, the points 
of their insertion forming, in reality, only a series of 
triangles over the whole body, thus ’ ; in other words, 

they are imbricated, the termination of one forming the 
basis, as it were, of the sides of two others. It is only 
in those birds whose feathers are remarkably rigid (like 
those of the shining crests and throats of the humming- 
birds, or Trochilidce), that this disposition can be distin- 
guished externally ; but it may be readily detected in a 
recent bird, by examining the feathers where they are 
inserted in the skin. It is an error also to assert that 
these feathers are equally spread over the whole body, 
because there are few or none on the sides of the neck, 
or upon the front of the belly — in the latter case they 
would obviously he in the way of imparting the full 
animal warthth of the parent to the eggs in the process 
of incubation ; and they are accordingly deficient. 

(72.) I'he WING FEATHERS, and those of the tail, are 
those which we have placed in the third class of tlie last 
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paragraph. Although similarly constructed, they are 
eminently distinguished from the last by their great de- 
velopment, and by that peculiar office they perform in 
enabling the bird to mount in the air, and to direct its 
voluntary course. They are much more diversified in 
their size, form, and even structure, than the ordinary 
feathers of the body, because they regulate all those 
variations which we see in the flight of birds; and they 
consequently form the basis, which the others do not, 
of numerous and important systematic distinctions. We 
shall first consider the wing feathers; and, after ex- 
plaining the different series, and the names by which 
they are distinguished, illustrate our remarks by instances 
of the various forms they assume, anrl the influence- 
which they have on the manners and habits of the birds 
respectively possessing them. It is necessary, how- 
ever, to the clear elucidation of these remarks, that 
the reader should understand something, in the first 
instance, of the bony structure of the wing of a bird, 
that he may be able 
more readily to know 
the situations occupied 
by the different series 
of feathers with which 
it is covered. 

(7«1.) The joints 
of the wing correspond 
with, and are analo- 
gous to, thos(3 of man 
and of quadrupeds ; 
yet they are so singu- 
larly modified, that 
an ordinary observer 
would not perceive 
their mutual relation. 

In the annexed cut (.%. 39.)> which represents the 
outlines of both, a a is the humerus^ or braehinm, b b the 
fore-arm, or cubitus, and c c the carpus, or hand. This 
latter, in man and in quadrupeds, is tlivided into fingers, 
or claws ; but in birds, accortling to M. Cuviei^ there 
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is only one small bone representinp; a finger, with the 
vestige of two others. If, therefore, the human arm 
was also an instrument of flight, it would present the ap- 
pearance of the two figures in the last cut blended together. 
The absence of digits or fingers to the vnrpm, or hand, 
is supplied by the longest and most powerful of all the 
wing feathers, which, by thus representing the enormous 
fingers of the bat, bring the wings of both, however 
differently constructed, nearly to the same shape. 

(74*.) The wings bear two sorts of feathers, besides a third 
series which lie over the base of the humerus^ and cover 
that and the tertial quills. The first are those by which 
the broad part of the wing is covered, and which serve 
to protect and strengthen the base of the second series, 
or the quills, which more especially are the instruments 
of flight. \re must consider each of these separately. 
The first, which of course are the smallest, are called 
the vnnt/ cover a, and they are of three sorts, — the shoul- 
der, the lesser, and the tfrenter, I'hey are disposed not 
so much in an imbricate form as in rows ; so that the 
outer web of one lies on the inner web of the next, and 
so on. '^rhose on the shoulder are the smallest : at 
the edge or margin, adjoining the bones of the wing, they 
are very small, each series gradually increasing in size, 
and assuming more and more a parallel direction ; but 
this disposition is not perfectly observable until we come 
to the lesser cover's, which consist of a single row of 
feathers larger than any of the preceding, and which 
are disposed in the manner just mentioned. The greater 
covers immediately follow ; being, as their name de- 
notes, larger than the last, but forming a single row, 
and disposed in the same manner. Their use is ob- 
viously to protect and strengthen the base of the most 
important feathers belonging to the bird, which we shall 
now notice. 

(75.) The QUILLS constitute the greatest proportion 
of the length of the wing, the longest being generally 
four or five times more developed than the greater co- 
vers ; their length, however, is entirely regulated by the 
situation they occupy with reference to the joints of the 
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wing. They consequently fonn three divisions, distin- 
guished as the primarieSy the secondarieSy and the ter^ 
tials. The primaries are the outermost ; they are almost 
always longest, and in swift flying birds, like the swal- 
low, are double the length of any of ’ the other quills. 
The primaries are ten in number, and are attached to 
the carpuHy or those bones which represent the hand ; 
they gradually diminish in length until they reach the 
secondaries, which are inserted on the cuhitus, or first 
joint of the arm, and are usually only hdlf the length 
of the primaries. Lastly come the tertialSy which have 
their origin from the humerua, M. Cuvier has wrongly 
applied the term acapidar to these feathers, which are 
unquestionably a portion of the quills ; neither do they 
cover the scapulars, for their peculiar oflice is to fill up 
the interval between the body and the wing, which 
would otherwise arise when the latter was expanded, 
and, by confining the air, to oppose a broader surface 
of resistance to it. The true scapulars consist of a 
longitudinal series of feathers very thickly crowded at 
their insertion, commencing at the axillee, or armpit of 
the wing, and intended to unite more perfectly the 
shoulder covers with the fea- 
thers of the body. The sca- 
pulars, therefore, are the 
most convex feathers of the 
bird ; they are also much 
longer than those which they 
join, and they gradually unite 
with the tertials, which are 
equally convex, and they serve, 
when the wing is folded, to 
protect the lesser quills. The 
annexed figure (y^. 40 .) 
will explain all these parts at 
once to the eye; and we may 
now proceed to notice the 
different modifications which 
the wings of birds (that is, the quills) present. 




82 


ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF BIRDS. 


(76.) The spurious quills are constructed precisely 
the same as the others. Their number coincides ex- 
actly with those of the primaries, that is, ten ; hut they 
are of so many different lengths, that no author has yet 
determined either their number or their office. I'aken 
collectively, they assume the shape of a somewhat ir- 
regular fan, the two first being very small, tlie third 
and fourth longest, and the rest diminishing in lengtl) 
until they become equal to, and join with, the greater 
covers ; they are remarkably stiff, considering their short- 
ness, and they are unquestionably intended to strengthen 
and cover the base of the ten primary (juills, as Ix'ing 
those which are the most important to the power of 
flight, and require the most effective support, ''fhe 
greater wing covers, in fact, do not cover tJie greater 
quills, but merely the lesser ; for, as they approach the 
greater, they take a curved direction, and merely reach 
sufficiently far to lay over the base of the spurious 
quills. 

( 77 *) The formation of the wing, in reference to 
its office, depends almost entirely upon the arrangement, 
the proportion, and the shape of the quills; and these 
again determine the powers of flight. The three sub- 
jects are thus so intimately connected that they will lose 
their chief interest unless they are treated of together. 
Between a swallow and a turkey, the most familiar in- 
stances that can be adduced of the rapidity and the 
difficulty of flight, there are innumerable modifications 
of the same power, the most striking of which will 
alone be noticed. The greatest powers of flying are 
enjoyed by the different groups which belong to, or 
represent, the natatorial order, to which alone those 
birds are confined which catch their food in the air. 
I'lie albatrosses, frigate-birds, and petrels, are conse- 
quently the most expert flyers in the feathered creation. 
In the fissirostral trilxj, which is the natatorial type of 
the perchers, we see the same faculty given in a pre- 
eminent degree to the swallows, swifts, night-jars, and 
bee-catei's ; and in this manner we may trace the same 
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quality through almost every one of the minor groups 
of the perching birds. Taking the other extreme of 
slowness, we find tliat all birds belonging to or repre- 
senting -"the rasorial order, have the shortest wings, and 
consequently the most imperfect flight. Not to mention 
our domestic poultry, inclucling the fowl, Guinea hen, 
turkey, and peacock, there is the whole of the ostrich 
family, to whom the power of lifting their heavy bodies 
from the earth is altogether denied. Between these two 
orders, or primary types, stands the grallatorial, which, 
in this respect, is not greatly inferior to the aquatic, but 
yet vastly superior to the rasorial. >\^e accordingly find 
that its prototype among the perchers, which is the 
tenuirostral tribe, is only inferior to the swallows. A 
humming-bird, indeed, appears to fly with greater 
swiftness than it really does, lx*cause, from its very 
#lirninutive size, the eye no sooner discerns it than it 
disa})pears ; but this, in some measure, may be the effect 
of size, more than of pre-eminent rapidity in flight. 
Admitting, however, that a humming-bird passes 
through the air even wdth greater celerity than a 
swallow, they difft^ materially in the power of 
iiifj Jihjht, 'I'he one can remain on the wing for hours, 
while the other, after probing the tubes of a flowering 
shrub, generally perches upon one of its naked twigs, 
for the obvious purpose of rest. In the two remaining 
orders of birds, the powers of flight are very unequal. 
In the raptorcs, which immediately follow the natatorfis, 
we accordingly find this faculty considerably developed; 
for of all land birds, excepting, perhaps, the swallows, 
none are so swdft or vigorous on the wing as the eagles 
and falcons. Lastly, we have the iiisessorial or perch- 
ing order, where the flight is only moderate : it is less 
rapid, indeed, than that of the roptomvy but more per- 
fect than in the rasores. These facts lead to a very 
curious result ; for they establish a circular series in the 
ilevelopment of that faculty most characteristic of the 
whole class. The maximum of flight is found in the 
natatorial order, from which it branches off. as it w'ere, 
a 2 
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into two series : on one side it gradually diminishes^ 
through the raptores and the hinpismres ; and, on the 
other, through the gralintores, until both these meet in 
the order raaores, where the flight is reduced to its 
minimunu We shall now describe such modifleations 
of the wing as influence these different degrees of 
motion; considering these ineinliers as, 1. acuminated; 
2. falcate ; S. pointed, 4. rounded, />. ample, 6*. abbre- 
viated or obsolete. In regard to their comparative extent, 
a wing, however it may lie otherwise constructed, is 
termed /ong, when it extends beyond the middle of the 
tail ; moderate when it reaches nearly, or to, that memlier ; 
and short when it just extends to the base, and the pri- 
mary quills are not much longer than the secondaries. 

(78.) I. Aci'minated wings are those adapted for the 
most rapid and long-continued flight. TJie most per- 
fect examples of this form are seen in the oceanic 
genera ; and the frigate pelicans may be instanced as 
the most powerful flyers in the creation. Ilut as few of 
our readers are likely to see these birds, we may instance 
the swallow as exhibiting a perfect example of an acu- 
minated wing {Jig, 41.). The first quill is generally the 



longest, although it sometimes happens that there is 
scarcely a perceptible difterence between that and the 
second: the rest, however, gradually, but regularly, 
diminish at almost equal intervals, until they reach the 
lesser quills, which arc little more than one third the 
length of the exterior primaries, the whole of which are 
very broad, but gradually taper at their extremities. 
The lesser quills, on the contrary, are not only un- 
usually short, but terminate so abruptly that they ap- 
peal* to have their ends cut off at that part ; however. 
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there exists in the middle a distinct notch, or sinuosity, 
to break the passage of the air — a structure which is 
only carried to its nUucimum in the bee-eaters. The 
tertials are very little longer than the secondaries, and 
hardly exceed the shortest of the primaries. It is thus 
obvious that nearly the whole power of the wing is 
thrown into the Urn principal quills, which are those 
principally employed in all Birds to cut the air, but 
which, in the present family, are most particularly 
adapted for that purpose. There is nothing materially 
different from this structure in the wings of the sea- 
swallows, as they are aptly termed, or the terns, except 
that the lesser quills are even shorter, and instead of being 
notched, are pointed in the middle, while the tertials 
are longer, and gradually become attenuated at the end, 
like the primaries. Such is the formation of an acu- 
minated wing, when seen in its full development. To 
note all the modifications that this form undergoes in 
its declension would be tedious, if not impossible. In 
the bee-eaters {Merops) the shorter primaries, the 
whole of the secondaries, and a part of the tertials, are 
deeply notched (fig, 42.); but the greater elongation 



of the two latter ranges of quills clearly shows a dimi- 
nished strength in the primaries, and indicates that 
these feathers are not so much called into action as they 
are in the swallows. Accordingly we observed, while 
in the south of Europe, that the flight of the Merops 
apiaster^ although swift, was eiflected by very little 
motion of the wings, and that a swallow would beat the 
air three times when they would only do so once. 
Their flight, indeed, is more like that which is called 
tsailing, and they are enabled to do this by the greater 
G 3 
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length of their secondary and tertial quills. In another 
fissirostrai genus, Coitnr'm, which includes the short- 
billed rollers, there is an evident falling off of the typi- 
cal perfection ; seine of the primaries and secondaries 
are indeed notched, yet the first quill feather is shorter 
than the second and third ; hut in the genuine rollers 
these notches disappear, the primaries are much shorter, 
and the second, third, and forth quills are nearly of 
equal length. AVe liave not been an eye-witness to the 
manner of flight of eitlier of the two last-named genera, 
nor does any author appear to have noticed th(*m. 
There can he no question, however, that the rollers not 
only arc fissirostrai birds, that is to say, taking their 
food on the wing, hut that they immediately and natu- 
rally follow the short-hilled rollers ; the structure of 
their mouth and feet completely disproving the assertion 
of some authors, that they live, like magpies, by search- 
ing for insects upon the ground. It will l)e unnecessary 
to notice the different representations of the fissirostrai 
type of wing, seeing that it is generally combined in 
such types with other characters, too intricate to be 
well understood by the student. 

(79*) FALCATED, or sword-shapcd form of 

wing, is only possessed by the numerous family of hum- 
ming-birds (Jr//, 4'j.). It differs from that last described 



by the two or three first primaries being curved towards 
their ends, which are rather suddenly rounded off*, while 
all the others which succeed them are pointed. The 
primaries are certainly developed even more than in the 
swallows ; a circumstance which is decidedly favourable 
to the idea that these bird are the swiftest. The whole 
strength of the wing, it may almost be said, is thrown 
into these feathers, for the shortest, which is of course 
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the tenth, is longer than any of the secondaries, and in 
the giant humming-bird the secondary and tertiary 
cjuills consist altogether of only six feathers ; the ter- 
tials, in fact, may be termed as altogether obsolete. Per- 
haps the most correct definition of the different powers 
of flight in these two groups would be this, that the 
swallows have the strongest, and the humming-birds, 
while their flight lasts, the most rapid. The wing of 
the giant humming-bird seems to be composed entirely 
of primary quills, gradually, but regularly, diminishing 
in size from the tip to the very end of the scapulars, 
'rhe exterior quill, although very strong, and much 
more curved than tlie others, is, nevertheless, not very 
typical of a falcated wing. The white-tailed black 
species* is much more so, but the sickle- winged hum- 
ming-birds (^i^. 43.) are in this respect pre-eminent, for 
not only are the three outer feathers greatly curved, but 
their quills are unusually strong, dilated, and flattened : 
there must be something very peculiar in the flight of 
these latter, of which, at present, we are quite ignor- 
ant. 

(80.) ITT. Pointed wings come nearest to those 
which are more particularly termed acuminated, anil 
the passage from one to the other is marked by nume- 
rous gradations, almost too refined for popular compre- 
hension. Pointed wings may be divided under two sorts. 
In the first, the outermost quill is either the longest, 
or is nearly equal to the next one or two, but the 
secondaries and tertials are of the ordinary length ; that 
is, they are two thirds as long as the primaries. This 
is the leading distinction of the American genera Si//~ 
vico/a, Setopfiaga, and Seiurmt.’f A slight variation 
from this proportion in the primaries is seen in the 
parrots. In that common, but most beautiful, species 
the Trichoglossus Swainsoni J, the first iiuill may be still 
called as long as any of the others, although the second 

• Trochilus niger^ Zool. 111. vol. i. pi. 82. 
f Nurtl). ZooL vol ii. p. 203. 

i Jardine and Selby, vol. il pi. 111. See also Zool. 111. vol. ii. pi. 92. 

G 4 
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and third are of the same length ; but there is a falling 
off among the white-eyed warblers {Zosterops), where die 
first quill begins to shorten^ and this leads on to a gradual 
shortening of the two next quills^ until the form of the 
wing becomes rounded. The second description of wing 
which is termed pointed^ is seen in the hooded and 
other genuine crows, in the Drongo shrikes, and in 
many of the flycatchers of the old world {Muscimpincd), 
In most of these the wing is long, ei^cr reaching to 
the middle of the tail or beyond it, but the first quill is 
little more than half the length of those which are 
longest, which are generally the fourth and fifth. An 
inspection of the wing of the hooded crow will at once 
give a more correct idea of the relative length of the 
three first primary quills than the most exact description 
could do : it will be perceived that the fourth q^uill is 
the longest, the third and fifth being equal to each 
other, but rather shorter than the fourth. There is 
but little variation from this structure in the Drongo 
shrikes, which, nevertheless, according to Le Vaillant, 
possess great rapidity of flight He states that these 
birds, natives of Southern Africa, assemble together in the 
evening upon trees, from which they make frequent and 
rapid excursions, much in the manner of swallows, after 
bees and other peaceful insects which are wending home 
from their day's labour. 

(81.) Emarginatkd wings are obviously fanned for 
rapid flight, but they have no fixed character in the 
proportion of the exterior primaries ; for in some groups 
the first quill is as long as any of the others, while in 
other instances, the first, second, and third quills are 
gradually shortened, as we see in the Drongo shrikes ; the 
true distinction of an emarginate wing consists of a 
sudden notch, or sinuosity, more or less abrupt, which 
is found on the margin of the inner shaft of the longest 
quills. This notch in the true falcons is situated near 
the end of the shaft(^. 44 a.), but in the sparrow-hawk, 
and other of the ignoble ” hawks, it is placed at the 
base. (6) The flight of these latter birds is well known 
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to be less powerful than that of the typical falcons ; for 
their three first quills are gradually shortened, whereas 



the noble ” race has the first quill feather nearly as 
long as any of the others. In the owls, the situation 
of the notch varies ; for in some it is near the end, in 
others, towards the middle of the quills. This struc- 
ture, the precise use of which it is difficult to explain, 
although universal among the rapacious birds, is only 
extencled, out of their circle, to the typical tyrant 
shrikes ; and 'which represent the Raptores in their 
own particular family group. A modification of this 
sinuous margin of the inner , is frequently found on 
that of the outer, web, not only in the rapacious birds, 
but in many others. It is particularly strong in the 
genus Aster; for the sparrow-hawk has the terminal 
half of the outer web of the primaries only half as broad 
as the remaining portion ; but in Falm Sparverius*, 
and the genuine falcons, the second quill only has a 
dight external emargination towards the middle. Many 
of the parrots, crows, and other birds have the exterior 
much broader at the base than dt is towards the tip, 
but then the change in the breadth is gradual, and in 
no instance that we are acquainted with, is it suffi- 
ciently sudden to be termed emarginate, 

(82.) llouNDEi^ wings are always short ; and there 
is so little difference, either in point of length or shape, 
between the last six or seven primaries and the second- 
aries, that the difference of the two series can hardly be 
distinguished. The tertials, also, are nearly df the same 
dimensions ; so that when the wing is fully expanded, 

* North. Zool. vol. ii. pL 24. 
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all its quills appcsir to be nearly of the same length, and 
the contour forms a semicircle : this is the precise form 
under which this nioditication of the wing is most de- 
veloped, and our common 
wren {Jiy. 4.'5.) exhibits it in 
full perfection. It is cus- 
tomary, however, in orni- 
thological descriptions, to 
say that a wing is rounded 
when the three first quills 
are gruduateil, that is, of 
very unequal lengths ; yet 
as this is not only seen in 
the wren, but also in the 
Drongo shrikes, and nearly 
all the true flycatchers, 
where the wing, taken as 
a whole, is decidedly long 
in proportion to the bird, it seems advisable to restrict 
the term round to such as accord with the defin- 
ition here given. Nevertheless there are so many gra- 
dations between the pointed and rounded shapes, by 
which the two are immediately connected, that perhaps 
some term might be used with advantage to designate 
such as are of an intermediate character. The robin 
(^Erytham ruhecuUi), for instance, has a wing interme- 
diate in shape between that of the flycatcher and the 
wren, the three first quills being graduated ; and there 
are scarcely any perceptible divisions l)etween the three 
series of quills ; nevertheless the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
are much more lengthened than the others, so as to give 
the wing, when closed, an appearance of being pointed. 
Such a wing is, therefore, as to length, moderate ; and, 
as to its form, aliyhtiy •pointed, lly attention to these 
lesser modifications, much greater precision and accuracy 
would result than from adopting the present use of the 
term rounded, 

(83.) A RAsoRiAL wing is characterised, not by any 
particular arrangement in the proportion of the primaries. 
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Imt by their peculiar shape, and by the great develop- 
ment of the secondaries ; these latter being often so long, 
as nearly to equal the primary quills. This structure, in 
fact, is the very opposite to that which we see in the 
wings of the humming-birds, where the secondary 
quills are so small that they become almost obsolete. 
Indications, showing a tendency to this structure, may 
be traced in many perching birds possessed of rounded 
wings ; but those which we term rasorial differ 
from these last sufficiently to authorise a distinct name 
l)eing applied to them. This will be evident on ex- 
amining the wing of a partridge ( Tetrno PerdU' L.), 
and comparing it with any of the common birds we 
have already named. The primary quills, in their 
substance, have an unusual strength and rigidity : 
their sha])e is almost falcate, and their form very nar- 
row ; their curved shape gives to the wing a great 
<legree of convexity, and also indicates much strength ; 
although, when the wing is closed, the primary quills 
are hardly half an inch longer than the tertials, while 
the secondaries are near three-fourths as long as the 
primaries. It is w’ell known that the noiseless flight of 
the owl originates in the looseness, or rather the discon- 
nection of the points, of the lamime of the quills, which 
breaks the sudden resistance which the act of flight 
makes to the air : it may therefore be supposed that a 
wing, constructed on an entirely opposite principle, 
would have as opposite an effect ; and this we accord- 
ingly find. The wing of the partridge, from the pecu- 
liar rigidity and compactness of its quill feathers, may 
be said with truth to cut the air ; and as the owls are 
the most silent flyers of all birds, the partridges are the 
most noisy: the sudden whirring produced by their 
wings on first arising, is entirely caused by the sharp- 
ness and equality with which the air is beat, and is 
probably intended to startle the intruder from that 
fixed attention he would otherwise pay to his game. 
In the Brazilian Tinamou partridges {Crypt urns), the 
lesser quills and the tertials are more developed than in 
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the European genus, and are as long, and nearly 
double the breadth, of the chief quills. This struc- 
ture, with no very considerable variation, runs through 
the greater portion of the rasorial or gallinaceous birds. 
The quail, however, deserves a separate notice; its 
powers of flight are well known to lie far greater 
than those of the partridge ; for it annually performs 
two long migrations, on its passage from Africa to 
Europe, and back again. We consequently find that 
its wing unites the rasorial with the acuminated form ; 
the first and second primaries being the longest, and 
double the length of the secoiiflaries : this union of the 
two forms is also observable in the sand grouse of 
Africa (^Pterocles), whose wings, for the size of their 
body, are much longer than those of any rasorial bird. 
The only examples of the rasorial form of wing among 
the Perchers, are restricted to the Trogons, the rasorial 
type of the Flmro/itres. 

(84.) Ample wings, which we shall now describe, 
may perhaps be thought so closely allied to the rounded 
form as not to deserve a separate character ; nevertheless 
they produce a very different and peculiar sort of flight, 
and are, consequently, formed upon a different model. 
The heron is the most familiar example of this struc- 
ture. In nearly all the species, the tertials are almost 
equal to the scapulars ; but the secondary quills which 
intervene rapidly diminish in length from the tertials, 
and become very short where they join the last of the 
primaries. Much of this form of wing, however, be- 
longs to nearly all the natatorial and wading tribes ; but 
in the herons, and other ample-winged birds, the pri- 
maries are short, and the secondaries and tertials re- 
markably broad: so that, although the flight is slow 
and heavy, it is regular, lofty, and can be long sustained. 
Any one who has seen the slow but steady course of the 
heron, immediately perceives that it flies like no other 
bird with which he is familiar, excepting, perhaps, the 
lapwing, which has much of the same character. By 
^s broad expanse of wing the heron mounts high in 
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the air, flying steadily and surely to its distant retreat, 
or wending its way from the banks of the Nile to the 
pestilential swamps of Sicily.* Besides these peculiarities 
in the wing of the heron, there is another, which it 
46 flUPK/' t possesses in common with the bee-eaters 
some of the swallows ; for although 
quills are very obtuse, 
® ^ y >i obliquely, they are notched 

^ 0 V sinuated in* the middle of the tip 
46.), a sure indication, in all birds 
* >1^" I where his emargination is found, of 
-y perfect mode of flight, whatever 

W y i mode may be. Nor is this sort 
' of wing strictly confined to examples 

in the grallatorial order; for we find it in the green 
chatterers of India (Calyptmnina), in the cock of 
the rock {Rupicola), and in the genus Promeropa. In 
the first of these the secondary quills are remarkably 
broad and deeply notched, and the tertials of the latter 
are divided into those long filaments which form such 
an elegant ornament to the egrets, and to the sacred 
ibis. This form of wing is perhaps at its minimum in 
some of the African Cinnyridfey or sun-birds, where the 
secondaries are little shorter, but much broader, than the 


primaries ; but the tertials, instead of being lengthened, 
as ill the Ardeadfe, are of the same length as the quills 
which precede them. 

(85.) Lastly, we come to abortive wings, or such 
as are incapable of being used as instruments of flight. 
These are of two kinds ; the first belong to land birds 
of the ostrich family, the second to the swimming order, 
and chiefly to the penguins, grebes, and awks. The 
difficulty of examining with critical accuracy such large 
birds as the StruthionidiPy which are generally placed 
in glazed cases in our museums, will oblige us to confine 
the short notice we shall here take of their wings to 


* The lakes of Iwcontini arc the resort of numberless migratory aquatic 
birds ; but the miasma proved the death of many of the best sportsmen in 
the, Mediterranean army, between 1806 and 1814. 
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what has been said of them by former writers. 
ostrich is descril)ed as having no quills, properly so 
called ; yet the wings are clothed with those beautiful 
waving feathers so well known to every one as orna- 
ments, and each wing appears to lx? armed with two 
spurs, about an inch long. I'he cassowary, on the con- 
trary, has five naked shafts, entirely destitute of webs ; 
and the tips are pointed like the quills of the porcupine. 
The wings of the American rhea, as being the fissi ros- 
tral type of the family, are consequently much more de- 
veloped than in any other. They “ stretch from tip to 
tip no less than eight feet ; but, on account of the webs 
being disunited, they are useless in flight — hanging over 
and hiding the tail."’ * In the New Holland emu (^Dromi-^ 
emutt) the wings arc again very short : they are covere<l 
with feathers like the rest of the body, and, when the 
bird is at rest, can scarcely be perceived. Finally, in 
the genus AptvryXy the wing is equally rudimentary : 
it is covered with feathers similarly constructed to those 
of the adjacent parts, and is so small that it is quite 
concealed by the surrounding feathers, f The foregoing 
are the only instances of abortive wings among the ex- 
isting land birds ; they are entirely confined to one fa- 
mily, and appear totally incapable of being used for 
flight, or even for any especial purpose. Hut on turn- 
ing to such birds as inhabit the water, and whose wings 
are equally short, we find that they are constructed and 
used in a different manner. However short these mem- 
bers are among the grebes, they can still be employed 
to accelerate the speed of the bird ; for, when close 
pressed, we have seen them come to the surface of the 
water, and, by a shuffling sort of flight, aided by their 
feet, escape pursuit. The awks probably do the same ; 
but being marine birds, their precise manners do not 
appear to be known. Both families, however, have all 
the usual series of feathers, — the primaries, second- 
aries, and tertials, — so that it Is only in the ex- 

* liathara, Shaw, &c. 

+ Zool. Trans, vol. i. p. 13 . 
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treine shortness of their quills that they differ externally 
from the coots and other short-winged birds which 
fly. The wing of the penguin 4?.)^ however, 



is of a totally different construction. In fotm it is 
more like the fin of a fish : the feathers aE^me the 
appearance of narrow scales, and they lie upon each other 
like the true scales of fishes («), without any hiequality 
of size, further than that those adjoining the bones (/>) 
are smaller than such as are placed in the situation of 
the quills, (c) As instruments of flight they are of course 
entirely useless ; but when the bird is once in the water 
(which it rarely leaves), their fin-like wings become a 
jiair of powerful oars, urging on these birds at a prodi- 
gious rate. All the accounts, in fact, given by navi- 
gators, favour the belief that the penguins, however 
lielpless uj)on land, are yet the swiftest family of swim- 
mers in tile feathered creation, just as the swallow's, 
which represent them among the Ithscswres, are the 
swiftest flyers, 'rhus docs Nature, under structures the 
most opposite, preserve her uniformity of design, and 
tenaciously adhere to that law wdiich gives a pre-emin- 
ent celerity of motion to the natatorial type. Thus, also, 
does it appear, that notwithstanding the vast difference 
in their conformation, the swallow and the penguin 
pursue their prey wdth a rapidity far superior to that 
which can lie accomplished by any other birds. 

(8f).) There are a few' deviations from the ordinary 
shape and regularity of the quills, which may lie here 
noticed, but which do not affect the general form of the 
w'ing. One of these consists in the sudden contraction, or 
unusual development of some of the quills only ; the reason 
of which deviation is entirely unknow'ii. In most of 
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the genus Psaris, for instance, there is a very slender, 
lanceolate feather inserted between the first and second 
quills, which seems totally useless for any purpose ol 
flight, but which must have some especial reference to 
the habits of these birds. I’he second quill of the 
white-headed tody of the old authors* is precisely of the 
same structure as that seen in Psarift, yet here it is not 
shorter, but longer than the preceding, and therefore 
must be used as much for flight as an ordinary quill. 
The four first quills of the Pipra pareola are nearly of 
the same shape as the preceding, that is, remarkably nar- 
row and pointed, while the fifth and those which follow 
are of the ordinary i)reath ; these narrow quills, moreover, 
have their outer web indented like the blunt teeth of a 
little saw, a circumstance that has never been noticed, 
and which is highly curious. In the genus Oxyrhynchm, 
the outer web of the first quill is constructed precisely like 
that of the owl, the lip of each lamina being curved back, 
in the shape of a hook. Sometimes, on the contrary, one 
half or more of some of the quills are of the usual breatith, 
while their terminating end is suddenly contracted 
and obtusely pointed (Jiy, 48.): this formation is seen in 
some few species of the exotic pigeons belonging to the 
genera Peristera (a) and Ptilonapus (b'). It cannot, how- 



ever as some have imagined, be taken as a subgeneric cha- 
racter, because perhaps the next species in the series has it 
not ; and it is probably only a sexual distinction. The 
Cassicus coronatus of Mexico shows us another example 
of unequally formed primaries. These arc instances of 
unusual narrowness. Among those of an opposite descrip- 

• The situation of this curious bird is uncertain. It may probably 
enter into the circle of the Fluvicolirue, or water chats. 
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tion, we may notice the very siiig^ularly formed wing of 
the (Jape honeysucker (Ptiloturus), distinguished no less 
for its very long plume-like tail, than for the form of its 
fifth quill feather, which is suddenly contracted, midway, 
to al)out half its length : and although the third and 
fourth have a slight indication of the same structure, 
the sixth is of the ordinary shape. We have drawn 
the attention of the ornitliologist to these instances of 
unusual structure, liecause they have never been pointed 
out ; and several others could be mentioned ; but, as 
we are unacquainted with their influence on the habits 
and economy of the birds, the enumeration might l)e 
tedious. • 

(87.) Migration is performed by the wings ; but 
as this subject is more connected with the habits and 
instincts of animals, we shall merely give it, in this 
treatise, a passing notice in reference to external struc- 
ture. If there was any particular shape of wing more 
peculiar than any other to birds which migrate, it would 
seem to lie that which we have designated as amm inated, 
that is, having the first two or three primaries fully de- 
veloped. 'rhe swallows, in this respect, are pre-eminent, 
and they are accordingly both the swiftest and the most 
distant migrators. Next to these are the bec-eaters, the 
rollers and the quails, which come from the shores of 
Africa in the spring, and after spending the summer in 
the southern half of Europe, return to their home at the 
commencement of autumn. Nearly the whole of the 
American warblers together with the Maize 

birds {Ayclainn’), migrate in a similar direction, from 
south to north, and after breeding in the United States, 
return and pass the winter in the Mexican Gulf. All 
these tribes are characterised by having their wings more 
or less j)ointed ; a structure peculiarly adapted for such 
migrations ; but, on the other hand, there arc numerous 
other species whicli annually perform the very same jour- 
neys by the aid of wings altogether different. We need 
only mention the orioles and the hoopoes as companions 
to the rollers, but whose wings have the three first quills 
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graduated. Many of our own little warblers, whose 
flight is evidently feeble, and whose wings are almost 
rounded, leave us in autumn, and only return in the 
spring ; so that probably the very same journey is per- 
formed by birds of the most opposite qualities of flight. 
The ducks, which go to and from the northern regions 
at stated periods, afford us another instance of very short 
winged birds habitually migrating to great distances. It 
is obvious, nevertheless, that the degree of speed with 
w’hich these several species proceed must entirely depend 
upon the formation' of their wings. 

(88.) The TAIL of a bird is formerl to act in unison 
with its wings, iH performing the function of flight, 
during which it is expanded, and it is used as a rudder, 
'riiere are very few birds without this member, although 
in many it is very short. It is longest in the Rasorial 
types, and shortest in the Natatorial and GraJlatorial; in 
the birds of this latter division, however, its office, in a 
great measure, would seem to be performed by the legs, 
which are extended backw^ards during flight, in the 
direction of the tail. We can scarcely suppose, indeed, 
that the flight of the heron would be so steady and 
graceful, was the course of the bird simply directed by 
a tail which hardly exceeds three inches in length. It 
must not be supposed, however, that the degree of speed 
with which a bird flies is to be estimated by the de- 
velopment of this memher ; for it generally happens that 
birds with very large tails have proportionally short 
wings. The peacocks and turkeys are familiar instances 
of this relative disproportion, and the same may Ih: 
traced through a large proportion of those birds by which 
they are represented in other groups. Hence it is evi- 
dent that the structure of the tail is in some birds more 
adapted for ornament than for flight. We shall now 
enumerate the different forms it assumes, and the espe- 
cial offices, where known, which these forms are intend- 
ed to perform. In speaking of the comparative length 
of this member we call that a short tail which, at the 
most, does not exceed half the length of the wings ; a 
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moderate tail is about equal to the length of the body ; 
and all above this are termed long tails. 

(89.) A perfect tail, in the great majority of birds, 
consists of twelve feathers ; but in the Rasorial order, and 
even in some of its representatives, this number amounts 
to eighteen, while in a very few birds, as in the Brazilian 
anoo, there are only eight. The root or base of these 
feathers are protected by others, generally shorter, both 
above ancl below : these are termed the upper and the 
under tail covers. Generally speaking, those birds 
which have the broadest tails, have the longest tail 
covers, as we see in the peacocks. Yet it is somewhat 
singular, that in the typical Grallatorial birds, both 
the upper and under covers are nearly, if not quite as 
long as the tail itself, so that it is really often difficult 
to separate and discriminate the two. Many of the 
ciickows (which represent the Grallatorefi in the tribe 
of Smnsores) exhibit the same prolongation, though 
in a less degree, of the upper covers, while those of 
the Cehlepyrince, or caterpillar catchers, are remarkably 
stiff. We may now pass on to the different forms of 
tails, which we shall term, — 1. even; 2. rounded; S, fan- 
shaped ; 4. graduated ; ,5. cuneated ; arcuated ; 

7- spatulate ; 8. slender ; 9* forked ; 10. lyre-shaped ; 
11. boat-shaped ; 12. compressed; 13, plumed; 14. 

scansorial. 

(90.) 1. An even tail implies, that the feathers, when 
not expanded, are aU of the same length. This struc- 
ture is not so common as might be at first supposed, 
for there are comparatively very few birds in which the 
exterior or outermost feather on each side of the tail 
is not slightly shorter than those in the middle. It also 
happens, that in specimens set up by unskilful bird- 
stuffers, a tail, naturally even, is so much expanded that 
its form appears to be rounded. The French seem to 
have introduced the word ‘‘ even tail,*’ into their lan- 
guage from ours, but have applied it, most erroneously, to 
such tails only as are fan shaped. 2. Rounded tails are 
the most prevalent ; the term being given to such as have 
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the two or three outermost feathers 
slightly graduated ; that is, progressively 
shorter than those more in the middle : 
sometimes the exU^rnal feather alone is 
abbreviateil, as in the robin ; but in the 
stone-chat (^Saxicola rubicola), the four 
outermost feathers {fig. 4().) are progres- 
sively shortened. The tails, however, of 
both these birds present a union of two 
forms, for they are rounded, and at the 
.same time exhibit the divaricated struc- 
ture, hereafter noticed. 

(fjl.) '1. A fan-fihnped tail, as its name implies, is .so 
much rounded that the two middle feathers are alone 
equal in length, all the others gradually, but gently dimi-. 
nishing. A fan -shaped tail is always longer than u.sua], 
and the feathers, licsides lieing broad, have this peculi- 
arity, that the two webs are more equal in breadth than 
in simply rounded tails. This will be evident on com- 
paring one of the feathers of the robin with another of 
the fan-tailed flycatcher of New' Holland ; in the flrst the 
shaft appears close to the edge, whereas in the other, 
it is nearly central. This distinction, hitherto neg- 
lected, is important, because it enables us to detect a 
habit of the bird, from its mere skin, which, otherwise 
could only be known by seeing the subject alive, and 
even then, under particular circumstances. This struc- 
ture, however rare among the perchers, is seen in the 
highest development in the peacocks and the turkeys, 
where the tail is of the most gorgeous and siilendid 
beauty. It may be considered a law of nature, that all 
fan- tailed birds are representations of the Rasorial type, 
since every one whose afflnites have been investigated 
have proved to be so. 4. Graduated tails not only ex- 
hibit a greater degree of circularity than those which 
are simply rounded, but they possess this peculiarity, 
that the external feathers, instead of being very slightly 
shorter than those of the middle, arc abruptly abbre- 
viated, so that the outermost is often not one third 
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the length of such as are more central. The rrinia 
familiariit *, or wren warbler of India, shows us this 
structure in great perfection, as does the whole of the 
l)eautiful Australian genus, Malurus, Most of the 
exotic jays of the genus Cyanurna^ all the curve billed 
cuckoos (Coc6*yr?/.v). and numerous other groups have 
tails of this formation, although considerably varied. 
Sometimes, as in the Indian and African flycatchers, 
(MuitvApeta) the two middle tail feathers are greatly 
elongated, and the lateral ones are equally graduated on 
each side. All these however, are but inferior devia. 
tions from the typical form ; the feathers are broad 
and thin, and their termination more or less rounded. 

.5. A cunmted tail is shaped like the last, but 
the form of the feathers are different. The tail bf the 
woodpecker, in addition to its scansorial property is, as 
to shape, strictly cuneated, each feather being gradually 
narrowed from the middle, and terminating in a point. 
Examples of this form may be seen in nearly all the 
long-tailed parrakeets, particularly in the genus Pexo- 
porus; some few may also be found in the genus Synal- 
Ituift, and among the tree creepers, of which we have a 
native example in our Certhia farniliaris. When, 
however, as in the latter genus, and in the FicidfP, a 
cuneated tail is likewise scansorial, the former appella- 
tion merges into the latter. 

(f)3.) (). Arcuated, or arched tails, belong only to Rasorial 
types, '^riiis form, in the proportion which the feathers 
bear to each other, is similar to the last ; but, instead of 
being straight, they arc gently arched, and those in the 
middle are so convex that they lap over, as if to pro- 
tect the others. The common pheasant shows us this 
form in perfection, and it is almost general throughout 
the genus ; another magnificent bird, the Calurns pa~ 
vonius t, possesses this structure highly developed. 

( 94 ?«) 7 « Spatulate, or racket-shaped tails, exhibit 
a very remarkable form, totally different from any 
other. It consists in the middle pair of feathers 
* Zool. must. ii. pi. 07. t Ibid. ii. p. 107. 
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having; the shafts, for a certain .s])ace towards their ends, 
entirely destitute of webs on either side ; these webs or 
radii, suddenly appearing again only at the tip, so as to 
give to this part of the feather the shape of a spoon, or 
of a battledore. This singukr shaped tail is found in 
every species of the genus Prionites* {fy.fiO.n), but in 
other groups it is more partial. 
Two species of humming birds 
possess it (r), and one of the 
sulx)rdinate types of Platy- 
t'irmtt. It is highly developed 
in EdoHufi rent if rr (V), aiid 
another species, but with some 
modification ; for in these 
latter birds (whose geiieriir 
character is to have the tail 
forked,) these naked shafted 
feathers are not the middle, 
but the outermost. It is 
impossible to conjecture the 
use they are applied to, but 
those of the Edolitifi remifer 
are no doubt analogous to the 
exceeding long feather on each of the wings of the Sierra 
Leone goat-sucker (^Macrodipterua Afrienmtft Sw.), and 
we may even fancy some analogy between these latter, 
and the processes observed in the angle fish {Lophhtx 
piscatorius), 

(95.) 8. Slmdffr tails are generally of moderate length, 
the feathers slender throughout, and sometimes so abrupt- 
ly truncated that their extremities appear to be cut off. 
Instances of this form occur in most of the species of 
puff bird, Tamatia , — in several of the American Todies 
( Todus) — and in the African group of Platyntera : in 
the latter, however, the feathers are broader than usual ; 
tails having this peculiarity are generally very convex 
above, as we see in the common wren, and in several 
Other birds not familiar to the general reader. 

* See Zool. Ulus. ii. pi, 81. 
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(9^>-) 9- Forked tails are of two kinds ; one which 
])resents a single, the other a double, fork. There can be 
no doubt that this structure has great influence in faci- 
litating the evolutions of such birds as possess it ; for 
we invariably find that fork-tailed birds are excellent 
flyers. Nevertheless, it must not be considered as 
neceamrif to extreme swiftness, for although it is found 
in many swallows, one half of the family have the tail 
more or less even. The swdfts, whose rapid flight is 
perhaps superior even to that of the swallows, have the 
tail perfectly even ; and there are comparatively few of 
the oceanic birds Indonging to the Petrels ami neigh- 
bouring genera — which rarely approach land — pos- 
sessing a forked toil. It is hardly necessary to say, that, 
by this structure, the two outer feathers are by far the 
longest, the others gradually shortening until the. gra- 
dation terminates in the central or middle pair. The 
house swallow is a notable instance of this form, but, 
perhaps, no two genera possess it in a higher degree, 
considering their size, than that of Fsalurus, among 
the night-jars (Cnprimuigidai), and 3filvuliis among 
the tyrant fly-catchers. The scissar-tail {Guherneteff), 
whicli is almost equally remarkable in this respect, as 
stated by Azara, is in the habit of opening and con- 
tracting its toil during flight, and has hence receivcil a 
name from the Indians, likening the tail to a pair of 
scissars. It is unnecessary to cite further instances of a 
simply forked tail, particularly as they occur in nearly 
all natural groups, without having the peculiar charac- 
teristic of any one. It is nevertheless remarkable that 
not one instance of this structure occurs in the Scansorial, 
or climbing tribe, and very few even among the most aber- 
rant of the Rasores. Douhlg -forked tails, on the other 
hand, are very rare .51.). The most remarkable 
is that of a species of night-jar {Fmlarns hifurcatuif) 
we discovered in Brazil ; in this, not only the two 
outer, but the two mhldle tail feathers are greatly 
elongated, the intervening lateral ones being gradu- 
II 4 
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ate<i. A miniature re- 
presentation of the 
same form will be 
found in one of the 
little Kuropean sand- 
pipers (^Trinya Tern- 
tninckii), A few other 
instances might be men- 
tioned, but these are 
quite sufficient for our 
present purpose. All 
those tails which have 
the two middle fea- 
thers shorter than the 
outermost are, of course, 
simply forked. 

(97*) 10. Lyre-ahaped tails belong exclusively to the 
Rasorial order, and to the different genera and groups 
which are its prototypes. The gradation in the length 
of tlie feathers is precisely similar to that in a simply 
forked tail ; but their direction, instead of being straight, 
as in that of the common sparrow 52 . «), is out- 




wardly curved, so as to 
resemble in some sort 
the frame work of the 
ancient lyre (c). The 
development of this 
form, like all others, is 
gradual; it commenc- 
ing with some of the 
Drongo shrikes, whose 
external feathers are 
nearly straight (6), 
and proceeding to 
others (e), where they 
are conspicuously curv- 
ed, until, in the Ly- 


urus tetriXy or black game of Britain, it reaches its 
ull development* In the Drongo shrikes, which con- 
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stitutc the Kasorial division of the Laniada', tliis singular 
form of tail nearly pervades the whole group. We 
see it again in the rare Leiotlmx furcutus, Sw. 
{fiih 5*^0, which is the liasorial genus of the cliat- 
terers {Ampelidft). Hut we must look for its most 

striking and magni- 
ficent development in 
the Mjmurny where it 
is also combined with 
feathers of the fan- 
shaped structure. We 
may here remark that 
there is one sohtary in- 
stance where these long 
exterior feathers are turned inwards instead of out- 
wards ; this occurs in a humming-bird, figured by Ed- 
wards, as a native of Jamaica ; but we have never yet 
seen it, nor is a specimen known to exist at this time in 
any museum. 

(f)8.) 11. Boat-shaped, or concave tails, are still more 

extraordinary, and ap- 
pear restricted to two 
natural groups among 
the Sturmd(e, or star- 
lings, namely, the 
grackles of America (Qwi.vcafw.v), and the Lamprotor^ 
niiue, or shining thrushes, of Africa. In the former 
we know at present but of one species ; but the whole 
of the latter appear to have tails, the sides of which, 
when expanded, are bent up like the sides of a 
boat, so as to leave the central part hollow and very 
concave : this appearance, however, is generally lost in 
the preserved specimens, so that these birds then appear 
to have only an ordinary rounded toil. Of the pro- 
bable use of this singular structure we can form no 
correct idea. 

(99«) .12. Compressed, or erect tails, are nearly and 
obviously related to those which are boat-shaped, inas- 
much as both assume forms altogether different from 
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the flat direction in which this mem her is carried by 
ordinary birds. A compressed tail, however, is even 
more concave than the latter arc convex : the lateral 
feathers, instead of being directed upwards, diverge 
downwards, while those of the centre are the most ele- 
vated. But not to perplex the reader with a more 
technical definition, he has only to look to the tail of a 
domestic fowl to gain a clear knowledge, at least of the 
appearance, of the structure we should fully describe 
but for so familiar an example. There are few in- 
stances, however, out of the genus Galluny where this 
particular structure is met with. Among the perching 
birds, we only know of the two species composing the 
genus AlectnrttJi, and certain males of the Widau 
finches ; but these latter lose their singular- shaped 
tail feathers after the breeding season. 

(100.) 13. Fasciculated, or plumed tails, are still more 
rare than any of those we have now enumerated : the 
feathers do not, to all appearance, lay in any regular or 
determinate order, but rather give the idea of being 
fasciculated, or formed into a bunch. Such is the tail 
of the ostrich ; while the plume-tailed honeysucker of 
Southern Africa seems to have the feathers equally 
irregular, but upon closer examination this is not found 
to be the case : they are inserted in the ordinary 
manner, but the central feathers are so long, and so 
flexible, that, instead of retaining their right position in 
the series, they fall over each other, and thus assume 
the appearance of being fasciculated at their base. 

(101.) 14. A scansorial tail is perhaps of more es- 
sential importance to the birds which possess it, than 
any other modification of this member is to other birds ; 
at least, it will appear so because we know more of its 
particular functions than of any other. Its form, as lie- 
fore remarked, is generally cuneated, but it is sometimes 
rounded, and in a few birds we have instances of a 
scansorial tail being quite even. Its distinguishing 
peculiarity, however, rests on the structure of the shaft, 
which is at all times remarkably stiff, and in some in- 
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stances so hard and rigid that it appears more like horn 
than of the ordinary substance, i'hus far all scansorial 
tails are constructed alike, but there are several curious 
modifications in the other details which deserve our at- 
tention, because they serve to characterise different groups. 
The most typical form is seen in the woodpeckers 
{fig- 55. «), all of which possese it, with the exception 
of one type, the genus Aathenurua, represented by the 

minute woodpecker of Lin- 
na>an authors : in the 
others, not only the shafts 
but the webs are unusu- 
ally stiff, and always show 
the appearance of being 
worn at their extremities 
by their frequent applica- 
tion to the trunks of trees : 
all these feathers are lan- 
ceolate, that is, terminat- 
ing gradually in a point ; 
the webs diminishing in 
breadth as they approach 
the extremity, but which 
is never naked ; most of 
them, also, have the webs on lioth sides nearly equal. 
The next modification is seen in the family of Ccr- 
thindm or creepers, but more especially in the Brazilian 



genus Dendrocolaptes ; here we find the external shaft 
very narrow, while the internal is remarkably broad ; 
both, however, terminate before reaching the extremity 
of the feather ; so that about a quarter of an inch of the 
shaft, at its tip, is entirely naked, and the tip itself 
acutely pointed and inclined downward. This structure 
will be perfectly understood by the annexed figure {b), 
while the the abrupt manner in which the broad inner 
shaft terminates is better seen in the genus OjpyuruM. 
{fig. 56*. a.) Now it is quite clear, that a tail thus 
constructed has equal, if not greater power than that of 
the woodpecker in assisting a bird to climb, inasmuch as 
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these horny points will enter into crevices and inequali- 
ties of the bark, which the more thickened tips of 
the woodpecker's quills would glide over. A third 
modification is seen in the tail of our common creeper 
{Certhia famifiarh), where the form of the feathers is 
unequally lanceolate (Jiff. 55. e) ; that is to say, they gra- 
dually taper to a point ; but the inner web is near four 
times the breadth of the outer, the webs themselves 
being continued to the very tip of each feather: the 
shaft also is neither enlarged, or is it near so rigid, as in 
the preceding group. The next variation of the scan- 
sorial structure is peculiar totheJlraziliun genus AWernri/s 
(jig.5().d) and the Australian genus Orthonijo (c); two 
forms, inhabiting different regions, but which are unques- 



tionably united by the closest affinity : both have the 
shaft of each tail feather nearly as rigid as that of the 
Dendrocolapti , but the webs are particularly broad and 
soft : and although, from In'ing worn away towards the- 
tips, the shaft appears to be naked at that part, it is not 
so in reality, since vestiges of the webs may be traced 
on both sides, nejirly to the extreme point. Now this 
reinarkalile breadth and softness of the webs, leaves us in 
no doubt that each of these genera are the llasorial types 
of their own proper circles, the one entering into that 
of the Certhiaruv, the other into the Ihiptiayince. Lastly, 
we have the genus Lochmia*^ wher»* the scansorial tail 

* The only species yet known is the Lochmia sqvMmulata, figured in 
the Birdt oj' Bra'xUy pi. 33f 
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is reduced to its minimum («). No one, in fact, upon a 
cursory examination, would suppose that this member 
was otherwise than simply rounded ; for not only the 
webs, but the shaft is of the ordinary flexibility : upon 
a more careful examination, however, it will be found that 
the shaft of each is prolonged in the form of a short se- 
taceous bristle, liaving a slight degree of elasticity, and 
which is entirely bare. Although scansorial tails, as in 
all the preceding instances, have the shafts of the fea- 
thers more rigid than those of the ordinary construction, 
it must not be imagined that all scansorial birds exhibit 
this formation, although they actually lielong to the scan- 
sorial circle. W’e can, from personal observation, vouch 


for the fact that the creepers composing the genera, 
ZenopHy Annbntes^ and Dnidroma, are habitual climbers; 
and yet, although this habit might be inferred from 
their feet, it is by no means manifested in that of the 
tail, which, on a cursory glance, appears simply gra- 
duated : on trying its flexibility, how’cver, with the hand, 
the shafts are found to be less pliable than in ordinary 
tails ; a^id in some species of Aunhatva the tip projects 


beyond the webs in a slen- 
der ])oint, in the same man- 
ner as in Locfmiia, No ap- 
pearance, however, of this 
incipient tendency to the 
structure of Dmdrocolaptea 
is seen in the genus Dendro- 
ma {fiy, .56'. by ik .57. and 
yet we have seen these birds 
running both up and down 
the trunks of trees, much in 
the same manner as their 
^ congeners. AVe have no 
doubt that the genus Spn- 
alhxis follows that of Ben- 
drfmw, but then it is aber- 


rant, and therefore we may suppose the climbing habit 
to be less developed. It accordingly is so, for some 
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have broad and simply pointed tails (as in S. canifrontt), 
while in others (iV. rnfireps, fig, 57 - ») the points are 
lengthened and slightly stiffened : between this last form 
and that seen in Certhia familiaris (b) conies the cinna.. 
mon creeper, Sgnallaxh einnnmominus (c)^ which is a 
true SgmllaxiSi beginning to assume the tail of Cvrthia, 
The nuthatches again are decided climbers, and yet 
their tails are of the usual construction. On the other 
hand, there are instances of birds out of the circle of the 
Scausoreti, yet representing that order, which exhibit 
some of the essential characteristics of a scansorial tail. 
That noble grouse, the cock of the plains (^Centromreus 
urophaamnna)* y exemplifies this in a remarkable manner, 
the feathers lieing lance-shaped, stiff, and terminating 
in acute points ; of the same structure, in short, as those 
of CerthUi famUiaris, The maize bird of America, also, 
(^Dolicnnyjc oryzivorna) has a completely scansorial tail, 
shaped precisely like those of Vendrocolnptes, with this 
difference only, that it is less rigid, and the shaft is not 
thickened. Very many other perching genera have cither 
the naked acuminated tips of Lorfimia and Syriallaxh, 
or the tip of the shaft forms a little mttcro, or point. 
We find this latter ]»eculiarity among the cockatoos, 
(Flictolophin/s)j as one of the many analogical characters 
which show them to be the representations of the 
Scamorea, in the circle of the parrots {Fsittacula*^, 
(102.) A divaricated tail is the last modification of 
this most variable member which we shall specifically 
name. Its form is intermediate between the even, and 
the forked structure. All the feathers, in fact, are of 
equal length, but when the tail is closed, they seem to 
be divided in the middle, into two equal divisions, the 
points of which turn outwards in contrary directions, and 
thus, on a casual inspection, have every appearance of 
being slightly forked or divided. When, however, the 
tail is spread, the equality of the feathers is at once per- 
ceived. The feathers of nearly all tails, thus constructed, 
have their tips [)ointcd, and as this form is chiefly found 
* North. ZooL vol. ii. pi. S&. 
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in scansorial types, — the Sylmadie and the Fringillidep 
for instance, — we esteem it as the first indication of the 
scansorial structure. 

(10,S.) The form of the tip or termination of tail 
feathers, as will appear from what has just been said, is 
of much importance, as affording both generic and spe- 
cific characters. Some of these forms have been already 
noticed ; and we shall now briefly enumerate the chief 
of those which remain, shortly defining the whole. 
I'lie point or tip of the tail feathers, are either, 1. 
truneate, the feathers appearing as if abruptly cut off or 
squared, as in Lampornis holosericeus (^fig. 58. a) and the 
genus Trogon (6) ; 2. ovyul, when the end represents one 
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in FicUa And Certhia familmrls ; 4. linear (e)y where the 
form of the feather is narrow, of equal breadth, and the 
tip obtuse or truncate, as in Tamatia ; .5. mucronatey 
when the end is broad and nearly truncate; but the tip 
of the shaft slightly projects, so as to form a flexible 
thorn-like point, as in the common jay, and in 
Ptihnorhynchus (</), and Phonigamn (A); f). cuftpidate, 
when this point is more lengthened and slightly rigid, 
as in SynuUa.rh (?) ; 7- acuminate, when the point 
is naked, rigid, and sharp, as in Dcndrocolaptes (A ) and 
Chcetnra (/) ; 8 . emaryinate, having a notch in the 
middle of the tip, as in Merops (?w) ; filiform, wJien 
the feathers end in long wire-like processes ; W. capitate 
{li), when the end of a linear feather is rather dilated ; 1 1 . 
apatulnte (o),when tlie shaft is naked towards the itiiddle, 
but suddenly webbed at its extremity, as in the racket- 
tailed humming-birds, i^c . ; 12 . dicarirated (p), when 
the webs form a point on each side, as if the shaft was 
broken, as in Temuarufi mncnlatus ; 18. icorn ( 7 ), 

formed like the last, but accidentally the shaft and webs, 
as in the woodpeckers, being worn by friction. 

( 1 04.) 'Fhc FOOT of a bird is nearly of as much import- 
ance to its existence as its wings ; although it may Ir? 
supposed that many sorts, the swallow, for instance, would 
he able to sustain life for a much longer period under 
the injury of a foot, than it would do if an ecpially se- 
vere accident had happened to the wing. The leg is obvi- 
ously divided into three parts: 1 . the tliigh; 2 . the shank, 
or tarsus ; and 8 . the foot itself, composed of the toes. 
'Fhe thigh is subject to very few variations btjyond relative 
length, and in being more or less clothed with feathers. 
In aquatic birds it is generally naked before it reaches 
the knee joint. In the perching and rapacious orders, it 
is invariably clothed with feathers, more especially in the 
latter, where the feathers are more lengthened than usual, 
and often elegantly ornamented with spots and hands ; 
but when the lower part of the thigh is naked, it is 
covered with scales, nearly similar to those on the next 
joint : the tarsus and the foot, but chiefly the latter. 
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tlius t)econic the most important parts of the leg, and we 
shall now proceed to the details of each. 

(105.) The Tarsus, by which name we shall always 
designate the shank, is either feathered, as in many of the 
rapacious genera, or naked, as in the generality of birds. 
The first of these different structures is most prevalent 
in the owl family, where the wdiole of the legs, from the 
thigh down to the claws, are generally covered with soft 
feathers, those upon the tarsus and toes being short and 
and compact. Several of the falcon family equally pos- 
sess this structure ; hut in these the toes are always 
naked, as in the Buivo lagapm, or rough-legged buzzard 
of Britain. The only instances of feathered tarsi which 
occur out of the circle of the7iay>/oms',are found among the 
Tfitranniilo*, or grouse, where the feet and toes 
are generally as thickly clothed as any among the owls. 
It has be;en thought that this additional clothing has 

been given to 
the grouse, tlie 
greatest number 
of which live in 
the coldest re- 
gions, as a pro- 
tection to the 
rigours of win- 
ter, and we can have no doubt of the feet being 
preserved much warmer by such a comfortable cover- 
ing ; yet this reason totally fails in the case of tin* 
owls, for these are spread over all latitudes, and many of 
those from India have feathered tarsi, although the toes 
are usually bare. The sand-grouse again, of the genus 
IHv-rodvs, which seem to delight in basking on the hot 
sands of the African deserts, have their tarsi (5) covered 
with feathers, not so thick, indeed, as the ptarmigans, yet 
still sufficient to serve as an additional covering. It is dif- 
ficult, therefore, to arrive at any just conclusion regarding 
the use of feathers upon the tarsi, liecause we cannot re- 
duce the above facts to one common principle. 

( 1 0(5) . A naked tarsus is protected by sc a lks. N ext 
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to the relative length of the tarsus^ it is the form and 
disposition of these scales which supply us with the best 
discriminative characters taken from this part of the 
foot. As no writer has yet given this subject the attention 
it deserves^ we shall here endeavour to elucidate it. The 
generality of naked footed birds have the tarsus protected 
by three series of scales, each of which is frequently of 
a peculiar form. The first series is in front ; the second 
occupy the two sides, and the third is at the back of the 
leg. The front scales are called the antvrwr, and are 
either coinpostnl of one or of several pieces. AV^hen the an- 
terior scale is simple, or in one piece, it extends from the 
front of the knee to the articulation of the hinder toe; and 
its external surface, consequently, is very smootJi. Tlu^ 
next deviation from this is seen in the si)arrow-haw’ks, 
where the tarsus is still very smooth, but there are slight 
transverse divisions, which, upon a close inspection, seem 
to be rather beneath than upon the surface; for they 
arc imperceptible to the touch. The next modification 
is seen in these transverse divisions being, in some de- 
gree, imbricate; that is, the edge of one lying over the 
edge of the next: this is the general a])pearance of the 
anterior scales in most birds, the niimlx*r Ixung variable 
in the groups, though not in the individuals ; in most 
of the small perchers the anterior scales are five or six, 
the longest being in the middle of the tarsus, and the 
smallest at its two extremities. Wading and aquatic 
birds have the anterior transverse scales very narrrow, and 
numerous. Tracing this modification onward, we find 
that in some of the falcons the transverse scales begin to 
l)e of unequal sizes, — next a few of them are divided, 
as if to break the regular series, until, in the 
fiparr(trin.i<, and its allies, the whole of the anterior scales, 
which would otherwise be transverse, are divided by a 
suture down the middle of the front into two sets : this 
prepares us for a new pattern of scales, which wc term 
angulatcd or hexagonal, liecausc the sutures of these 
scales, or the lines by which they are connected, often 
appear irregularly angulated. This latter form is more 
especially found in the llasorial birds, and the different 
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groups which rq)resent them. Lastly, we may notice 
the tarsi of the parrots, which are covered, both on the 
front and sides, with numerous small scales, never touch- 
ing each other, but being so disposed, that their inter- 
stices, or the spaces between them, resemble the lines of 
a net; such a tarsus, therefore, is said to be reticulated. 
In Plntyeiren,s, Pezopnrns,Q.x\i\ Leptolophuft, these scales 
are much closer to each other than in the macaw's, and 
in some of the neighbouring genera, where they are 
])erfectly oval. We need not, however, proceed into the 
variations of the anterior scales of the other orders, since 
other characters are found in the Grallatores and A\tfa~ 
fores-, w’hich are quite sufficient for the correct discrimi- 
nation of tlie subordinate groups, without having recourse 
to tliese. 

(107.) The lateral scales of the tarsus, as already 
mentioned, protect the sides ; but, although they are not 
always present, their office is supplied by the anterior 
scales, which are then extended round the leg, so as 
nearly to envelope it. I'he tarsi of many groups are 
thus constructed ; but the tyrant flycatchers are the most 
perfect examples that can In? mentioned. The only 
scales on the tarsus of the Tyrannns intrepidas, or the 
kingbird of the Americans, are those here termed the 
anterior : they consist of live unetpial pieces, ami en- 
velope the tarsus so completely as nearly to meet on tlu* 
back part, and thus preclude the necessity of either the 
lateral or posterior series ; the common robin has the 
lateral scales, no less than the anterior, of one entire 
piece, except that there is the slight ap])earance of a 
small division at each extremity, and the two lateral 
scales on each tarsus are so closcdy brought together on 
the hind part, that there is no room for the posterior 
scries, ^fhe scales, however, we are now describing, are 
very conspicuous among the falcons and shrikes. In 
the Falco sparverins they are much smaller than tlu* 
anterior, and are regularly pentangular; in the true 
butcher-birds (Laniance) and the African bush shrikes 
(Malaconohis, fig. 6 * 0 . «) they arc entire, while in the 
1 2 
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American genus T%«7W?/o/>/k 7«.9 (/i), they are divided into 
several distinct pieces; the two last groups afford a strik- 




ing illustration of the regularity and constancy with which, 
in some groups, the scales of the tarsi are constructed. 
The American bush shrikes, and those of tropical Africa, 
were united in the genus TIinmnopliHuN, until we de- 
tached the latter as a distinct genus, under tlic name of 
Mulamnotuti, So closely, however, do these shrikes of 
the two continents resemble each other in all but their 
tarsi, that it is very difficult for an ordinary naturalist 
to distinguisli them otherwise than by their lateral scales. 
Wily such a marked and invariable distinction should 
exist in the simjile covering of the tarsi, between birils 
so closely alike in all other parts of their general form 
and structure, cannot possibly be explained. It is pro- 
bable, however, that entire lateral scales give much more 
strength to the muscles of the tarsus than would Ik* 
effected by a number of small pieces, and we, conse- 
♦juently, find that the true shrikes, whose feet are ob- 
viously more powerful than tlioseof the American group, 
have the scales entire ; and as this latter structure be- 
longs also to the American Malavorioii, we may con- 
clude that they are more rapacious than their American 
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brethren. However this may be, the facts cannot be 
disputed; and they place in a very strong light the 
necessity of paying great attention to the scutulation of 
the tarsi in nearly all ornithological groups, but parti- 
cularly in the order of Perchers. In further proof of 
the last position, we may advert to the family of the 
Ampelida*, or chatterers, the typical groups of which 
(^Atnpelifi and Cthsmar/tpur/ius) have the lateral and pos- 
terior scales oval, and very small, while the anterior are 
very broad, and embrace one half of the circumference 
of the tarsus : this structure, with some very slight dif- 
ferences, extends to all those groups, as Fmris, Pachy- 
rhynchus, Querula, &c., which are nearly connected to 
the Anipeluhc, although not in the family circle. It 
urould he nearly impossible, and altogether tedious, were 
we to describe the different patterns which the lateral 
scales assume on the tarsi of the different genera : those 
w^e have already noticed will lx? sufficient to direct the 
attention of our readers to the subject. 

(108.) Posterior scales are more rarely seen among 
the perchers than either of the preceding series ; and in 
that order they seldom extend, even when they are 
present, much farther than the upper part of the tarsus 
adjoining the knee : they do not exist in the robin, 
their use being superseded by the junction of the lateral 
scales behind, which thus form a sharp ridge or keel. 
In the Tyraunnhi cnlcarntu Ol.) these scales are 
perhaps more developed than in any other percher, as 

in this bird they form 
a short line of acute 
but very small spines, 
which would almost 
tempt us to believe 
they were employed as 
a means of defence, 
something analogous to 
the spurs of gallinace- 
ous birds. Through- 
out the Tanagcr family we find no instance of posterior 
I 3 
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scales: and it may be remarked, j^enerally, that they 
are almost obsolete in the perching onler. The rasorial 
birds, on the contrary, possess them in the highest state 
of development. 'Fo ascertain this, let the student 
examine the leg of a common partridge : the anterior 
scales of this bird are large and transverse, but divided 
by an undulating line down the middle of the foot into 
two series : on each side of the leg are placed the lateral 
scales, very small, of a lengthened oval shape, and oc- 
cupying but a narrow strip, alihough they are arranged 
in three series : following these are t^vo rows of pos- 
terior scales, one on each side of the leg, divided in an 
obliquely transverse direction, and fully as large as thos(» 
in front. There can he no doubt that a leg, thus 
strengthened and protected, possesses much more power 
than if its covering was less perfect, and this will be 
farther manifested upon examining the legs of the Bra- 
zilian partridges, forming the genus Cryptimis 
here the anterior scales are thin, with their .divisions 
finely, and even o[)scurely marked ; the lateral are almost 
obsolete, but the posterior, which arc arranged trans- 
versely, are remarkably broad and strong, as if to com- 
pensate for the weakness of the others. Now, as the 
legs of this genus are obviously less robust than those 
of our partridge, although both live eijually upon the 
ground, it would seem to follow that the posterior scales, 
shove all the others, are more especially csvscntijil to 
terrestrial birds, and that it is for this reason we find 

them more j)rc- 
valent and more 
developed in the 
Rnmres than in 
any other order. 
The strong and 
acute spurs and knots, with which so many of the feet of 
these birds are armed, are seated in the line of the j)Ostc- 
rior scales, and seem, in fact, but the excessive enlarge- 
ment of some one or two of them : this singular develope- 
ment of a spur may be traced in the young bird, when 
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it first appears only as a posterior scale^ double the size 
of the others. As the bird increases in age, so does 
tins scale increase in size and elevation, until it finally 
Ixicomes a solid acute spur. We j>ass over several other 
variations of the tarsal scales, as seen in different groups, 
and now proceed to other parts of the legs. 

(109.) The Toes of birds, by their leading varia- 
tions, furnish the primary characters by which the whole 
class is divided into orders, and the subordinate modi- 
fications of tlieir structure indicate, for the most })art, 
natural groups. In this respect they consequently de- 
serve even more attention than the tarsi. Wo have 
already described the peculiarities of retractile, perch- 
ing, walking, wading, and swimming feet, and shall 
therefore at once proceed to enumerate their several 
variations. The great majority of birds have four toes 
to each foot, three of which are usually placed before, 
and one, which is called the hallux, or hinder toe, is 
placed in a backward direction. The exceptions to this 
numlier of toes, and to tlieir disposition, arc compara- 
tively few ; the most remarkable instances, as regards 
the number, are found in the ostrich family (^Struthi^ 
wtidre). The toes of the ostrich are only two, one 
large, the other small : this extraordinary structure, for 
a bird, is in perfect harmony with its station in the 
great scheme of creation, for it is by means of this 
animal, half quadruped, half bird, that nature passes 
from the feathered class to that of the mammalia ; and 
yet, although the ostrich would appear absolutely de- 
prived of all those powers which enable birds to escape 
from their enemies, either by perfect wings or highly 
developed toes, she has nevertheless made the ostrich, 
with its two toes, one of the swiftest running birds in 
creation. The cassowary, the emu, anil the Ame- 
rican rhea, have three toes upon each foot, but the 
latter only has the vestige of a fourth, which merely 
sliows itself in the form of a tul'ercle ; but in the 
Apteruyx, or New Zealand emu, the most aberrant of 
the ostrich family, we find the hinder toe, although 
I 4 
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sliort, yet perfectly formed. Now it descTves especial 
attention that all groups which re])resent the Stnithi^ 
oiiidce in other circles, either have the fewest number 
of toes, or their disposition is variable ; as if this was 
the point in the circle where these members changer! 
their character, and number, even in the genera. Hence 
it is that the whole of the typical (irallatoritil birds have 
the hind toe so short, that it may be termed obsolete. 
Uy the same law we hnd nearly all the CharndrUidfv, 
or the plovers (the most alK^rrant of the Graliaton^ti), 
with only three toes, like most of tlie ostriches, which 
in every thing else they symbolically represent. Tims, 
idso, we account for the disappearance of the hinder toe 
in the sub-genus Apterjiv.s, or the three-toed wood- 
peckers, — the variation of the structure of the foot, 
among the lltilcijonida^, or kingfishers, — and in the Mv- 
Hophaykltpf or plantain-eaters, one genus of which 
{CoUufi) has all tlie four toes placed forward. Kach 
and all of these groups represent the Strnthioriidft in 
their respective circles, in which they are the most 
aberrant. VVe may now proceed to the variations of 
the toes in regard to situation. 

(110.) The toes vary in their pmUion no less than 
in their number, even in such birds as have only three. 
'I'hc direction of these members, in cursorial or three- 


toed birds, is forward, and their divisions are mostly 
cleft to the base ; but in the three-toed wootlpeckers, 
where the hallux is wanting, one of those which are 



versatile, ami which is generally 
called the exterior hind toe, is di- 
rected more backwards tlian usual ; 
so that there are two before, and 
one Miiiid. The usual structure 
of the kingfisliers is to have three 
anterior, and one posterior toa {Jiy* 
()3. ; but in such as have only 

three it is the inner anterior toe 
which disappears, so that the hiillux, 
which is wanting in Apternus, re- 


mains in the sub-genus Ceyjc, (/>. />.) 
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(111.) W’^e may now pass on to those feet which are 
furnished with four toes, where we have three distinct 
variations from the ordinary position : 1 . when there 
are two l)efore and two behincl ; 2. when the exterior 
toe is more or less versatile, and may Ixj brought for- 
ward if required, although it is usually directed back- 
wards; and, 3. when all the four toes are directed 
forward. Of the first there are several important modi- 
fications, as seen in the trogons, parrots, and wood- 
peckers ; the second structure is versatile, and is 
general among the puff birds and the cuckows ; the 
third is of rare occurrence, and is only seen in the 
swifts, the colys, and the cormorants. It has been 
customary to call all feet Scanaorial, which have the 
toes placed in pairs, that is, two Ixjfore and two behind : 
lienee has originated the error, fallen into both by MM. 
Cuvier and 'Femminck, of classing many birds with 
the true climbers, which have not, in their natural 
economy, the least affinity with the Scansorial tribe. 
There are, in fact, no less than five different variations 
in those feet which have the toes disposed in pairs, each 
being accompanied by a corresponding difference of 
function. It is important, therefore, that these shouhl 
be named and defined. First, then, we have a pre- 
hemile foot, as seen in the parrot family : here the 
soles are remarkably broad, and the toes divided to their 
origin ; the two exterior toes are the longest, one of 
which is decidedly in front, while the other, although 
almost always directed backwards, can nevertheless lie 
brought half way in front, so as to make a curve out- 
wards ; thus, if a parrot was to grasp a perfectly round 
fruit, its four toes would hold it at four points of its 
circumference, and at four equal distances ; tlius it is 
that these birds have the most varietl powers of pre- 
hension in their feet of any of the Scansores ; for when 
assisted by their bill, they can not only climb, but feed 
with their feet, this latter faculty being denied to ali 
other groups. The toucans, cuckows, and puff birds, 
have the arrangement of the toes like unto the parrots, 
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but there is no breadth of sole, the tarsus is much more 
lengthened, and the toes, instead of lieing thick and 
strong, are slender and weak. These birds never climb, 
but as they sit much, and often very long, upon 
branches, it is necessary their feet should be of such a 
form as to enable them to preserve an equal hold on all 
sides: we accordingly term their feet grasping. Next 
come the trogons, whose toes are arranged quite dif- 
ferently, although, like the last mentioned groups, they 
have two before and two behind, but the latter are 
perff ctlg posterior ; and as they are altogetlicr inca- 
pable, from the manner of their insertion, of being 
moved from their ordinary position, the trogons might 
be termed the only birds whose toes are absolutely in 
pairs: they are, perhaps, the most sedentary birds in 
creation, and hence their feet, which are also the 
weakest, seem to be constructed for tlie Sole purpose of 
sitting still. We shall retain the appellation of Gressoruil 
to this form, tlic characters of which are, in addition 
to the toes being disposed in pairs, that the two anterior 
are by far the longest, and arc connected together to 
nearly half their length ; the two posterior being sepa- 
rate<l, and the o\iter one nearly half the length of the 
inner. 

(112.) The true Scansorial foot is seen only in the 
woodpeckers. AVe must still consider these birds in 
the same light as wx* have done the parrots, that is, in 
having the toes placed in pairs ; for although the base 
of the outermost seems to lie on the same level with 
tliat of the two which arc anterior, this outer toe can- 
not be brought even half way forward, at least in any 
of the species we have examined in a fresh state, with- 
out violence ; and, indeed, this latter faculty is not at 
all required by the habits of these birds, for they never 
use the foot either in feeding or in grasping. On flying 
from one tree to another, the woodpecker generally 
. jilights upon the upright stem, rather than upon an 
horizontal branch, and immediately iK'gins, in a per- 
pendicular attitude, to explore the bark, and detect the 
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external signs that may appear of its insect food lurking 
within. But although we thus distinguish the foot of 
the Picidts, as pre-eminently scansorial^ it must not be 
supposed that they are of the only structure which is 
quite adapted for climbing. Infinite and harmonious 
variety is the great principle which pervades the crea- 
tion, one result of which is the accomplishment of the 
same purpose by a great diversity of means. Thus we 
shall fiml, even in the Scansorial tribe, other modifi- 
cations of the foot admirably adapted for climbing, 
colthough the toes are in the same ])osition as those of 
ordinary birds. 

(113.) We now come to those few examples where 
all the four toes are placed forward ; these, as we have 
already intimated, are found 
in tile swifts {Cypadus, fig, 
6*4., «), C’olies {Colin.Sf h,), 
and corvorants (CV/W;o). We 
might almost have in- 
cluded the CaprimulgidWy or 
night -jars, in this list, for 
their hallux, or hinder toe 
{Jig, 65. «), although incai>able of being brought on a level 
with the others, is still placed so far forward, even as when 
seen in a driecl specimen, that it seems inserted on the 
side of the foot, rather than behind the others. It has 
been mentioned by some writer, that these birds never 
perch, like others, across the branch of a tree, but 
always parallel with it; so that in such a jiosition the 
hinder toe would have no power of acting like that 
t;r, of other birds. If this 
fact is correct, it favours 
the supposition that, when 
at rest, the hallux of the 
CaprimulgidcB is placed for- 
ward, and that such is truly 
its natural position. Some 
of our fiehl naturalists, who 
may he in the way of procuring a fresh specimen of the 
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European species, would do well to investigate this subject. 
Returning, however, to the more perfi^t examples of this 
type, we may observe in the common swift (fitj. ()4, a), 
that, altliough all the four toes are directed forward, the 
two outer, which are the shortest, have a sidelong incli- 
nation, something in the same way as our thumb, 
which, although placed forward like the other fingers, 
is yet able to grasp an object in a direction very dif- 
ferent from that which can l)e accomplished by the 
others. Of tliese two lateral toes, the iiiner one is the 
true hallux, and it is, like the thumb of the human 
hand, placed much more backward than the other three. 
We have not yet found, in any author, certain inform- 
ation of the manner in which these singular footed 
birds perch, or rest themselves ; for although we have 
frequently witnessed their surjirisingly rapid evolutions 
on the wing, their retreats are always in dark caverns 
or inaccessible heights. We think, from the peculiarity 
of their feet and their strong prehensile claws, that the 
swift rests in a semi-perpendicular attitude, clinging, 
and supported alone by the feet, all of which are, there- 
fore, anterior, for it is quite obvious they cannot, like 
ordinary birds, perch u]>on a branch. The Co/?r.v of 
Africa present us with another instance of this struc- 
ture ; the toes, indeed, are disposed like those of the 
swifts, but the feet are obviously intended for walking, 
which those of the swifts are not : the tarsus, in fact, 
considering the size of the body, is unusually thick and 
strong, and nearly as long as in the sparrow : the length of 
the toes are proportionate, but the twp outer (including 
the hallux) gradually diminish, leaving the inner next 
in length to that which follows it, and this latter cor- 
respontls to the middle toe of the true perchers : the 
claws of all the toes, although much more slender than 
those of the swifts, are more curved than in ordinary 
birds, so that they must be instruments also of protec- 
tion. The economy of these birds, for a knowledge of 
which we arc indebted to Le Vaillant*, confirms what we 
* Oia. d’Afrique. 
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slioulfi have conjectured from this singular and, in 
many respects, unique construction of foot. The colys 
walk but badly ; but, when at rest, unlike all other birds, 
they hang from the branches with their heads down- 
wards ! — precisely similar to bats ! Lastly, we may 
number the corvorants, whose four toes are all directetl 
forwards, and all of unequal lengths, gradually dimi- 
nishing from the outermost; a broad web connecting 
the whole. Of the use this particular structure is to 
these birds we can form no idea. It is known, indeed, 
that they are most expert divers and good swimmers ; 
and that, when upon land, they stand almost erect, sup- 
porte<i by their rigid scansorial tail. 

(11-1?.) We are now to consider those Four-toed feet, 
which are constructed upon the common principle of three 
anterior and one posterior. This disposition is seen in 
the great majority of birds, and consequently it admits of 
much greater variety in its secondary modifications tlian 
those structures we have just been describing. It is 
impossible to assign to any one of the forms of foot, 
possessing this disposition of the toes, a decided supe- 
riority of perfection in all functions, any more than can 
be done in the (jualities or functions of the birds them- 
selves. A naptorial and a jierching foot are equally 
perfect ; yet their perfections are of different kinds. A 
union of many qualities, without having any one more 
especially developed, is always found to indicate typical 
pre-eminence ; and upon this principle the most perfect 
feet are jiossessed by the jierching birds of the order 
I ueesmrett. Then as to size. The smallest feet are 
found in the Natatorial or swimming order, while the 
largest belong to the llasorial. This may be considered 
a law of nature, not only among birds, but throughout 
the class of quadrupeds ; and it is as apparent in the 
animals really belonging to these two types as in thosc^ 
groups which analogically represent them in other cir- 
cles. It must be remembered that it is only the hinder 
feet of quadrupeds wdiich can be justly compared wdth 
those of birds, l)ecause the fore feet of the former be- 
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coioe the winp^s of the latter: bearing in mind this 
analogy, we find that the lemurs (^Lvmuriflai), op])osums 
(Difie/p/ihhe), and kangaroos (Maranpiflof)*, are among 
the largest footed quadrupeds. A\liile the water rails 
(Rnllida*), the greatfoots (Crue/r/re) t, the honeysuckers 
(^Mdiphaguhv), and the large- legged thrushes (^Cra-. 
teropince^, among birds, have the largest feet, with the 
largest claws, in the circles which respectively contain 
them : tlu'y are all, in short, so many instances of the 
llasorial type. Size and strength of foot must not, 
however, he confounded with Imgth, for those birds 
which have the longest, have generally the most slender 
legs ; the whole of the typical (irai/a fortes, or waders, 
butcinore especially the genera, Ilmmntopiis, Avosv.tta^ 
Mgcteruiy and Tachydromva, The flamingos (iV/ffni- 
mpteruii) among the Anatida*; the serpent-eater (^Gyjto- 
gfrariKs), in the rapacious order, ami the larks in the 
circle of the FriugitlidcB, are analogous tyj)es, and show' 
that unusual Intgfh and slende.rnvfi,s of leg, where it 
exists, is generally ])revalent in the GmUatorml types. 
The shortest feet, as just remarked, are almost always 
found in the aquatic type, wdiether belonging to tlie 
class of <juadrupeds or to that of birds. The seals 
and w'alruses, thus representing the pelicans, ducks, 
awks, and divers, in the Natatorial order, and these 
find their representatives among the perching groups, 
ill the night-jars swifts (IJirnndinidfB), 
flycatchers (^MuHv.w(tphl<v)y short-legged thrushes 
rhypodinre), and numerous other groups. Moderate 
feet (that is, when the tarsus is only slightly longer than 
the hind toe) is the average structure in the rapacious 
and ])erching orders, but the claws of the former, like the 
feline order of quadrupeds, are retractile, while the 
latter agree with the feet of the quadriimana in having 
superior powers of grasping, or of prehension. Thus we 
perceive that the ndative tsiza of the feet, throughout 
the class of birds, is regulated by fixed laws, and that 

• Sec Classification of Oiiadrupctls, pr). S2. lOfi. 2.'J2. 

t This family iiicliiiles Menura and Megapodius. 
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these same laws can be also traced in the class of 
quadrupeds. 

(1 15.) A Raptorial foot has some striking pecu- 
liarities in the direction of the toes, which have been 
passed over by all ornithological writers, who have 
described their inemljers as having the same toes in the 
same positions as those of the perching order. On a 
superficial examination they seem, indeed, to be so ; but 
this is not strictly the fact. ( )ii examining the foot of 
a hawk, or more particularly that of an owl, it wil* be 
observed that the outer toe is placed more obliquely, 
than directly in front, so that it admits of grasi)ing 
laterally, on the same principle, though much less de- 
v(doped, as we have already explained in the instance 
of the cuckow. This inclination of the exterior fore toe 


towards assuming a versatile structure, can only be 
rightly seen in birds which are fresh ; for in dried spe- 
cimens the three anterior toes appear all on the same 
plaiK' ; hut even then the claw of this subversatile toe 
is always more inclined hnrnnh than those of the two 
others ; a [iroof that they are not employed to grasp 
the same side of the surface of an object. An examin- 
ation of the American sparrow^-hawk (Fa/ro .v/>nT?Triu.s), 
(fj/. ()(). a) a bird we have so often instanced, will show^ 
this fact. Hut it is among the owls that this pcculiarity 
of structure is most ap])arent (5) : the three anterior toes 
in this family are more equal in length than in any of the 
Fa Iron idee, or in the perchers ; so that the foot bears a 



great resemblance to that of 
the swifts ; both being Fis- 
sirostral types. The foot of 
the owls, nevertheless, differ 
materially both from the 
swifts and the falcons ; for it 
may be said that, of the three 
toes opposite to the hallux, 
only one, that in the middle, 
is directed forwards ; the 


other two being so inserted as to grasp in a lateral di- 
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rection : by this particular structure the bird could 
bring the tips of all the four claws to touch each other, 
when grasping a small round substance, a faculty which 
no other birds, from tlie different position of their toes, 
can possibly possess. The annexed sketch ( /?f/. 6(k (i) of 
the foot of the little horned owl, or Smps, will illustrate 
tliis singular conformation of foot, which is altogether 
peculiar to such birds of the rapacious order as prey upon 
living animals. The vultures, who do not seize their 
food by their talons, have no occasion for such a foot, 
and their toes are consequently placed in the ordinary 
direction. 


CHAP. IV. 

TUF. SAMK SriWECT CONTINUKD. «— ON THK DIFFERBNT MODIFf* 
CATIONS OF PERCHING, CLIMBING, WADING, AND SWIMMING 
FEET. — THE VOICE AND NESTS OF BIRDS. 

(llG.) A PERCHING, or insmmrial foot, for the reasons 
already stated, is pre-eminently typical of this member 
in the class of birds. Feet of this form are adapted 
both for walking upon the ground and clinging to 
branches ; thus uniting the properties both of the 
grasping and the walking foot, hereafter defined. The 
three anterior toes are not only directed forwards, but 
those two of them which are on the sides have no power 
of being turned in a different direction to the middle toe, 
and this constitutes their essential difference from the rap- 
torial structure. Nevertheless, it by no means follows 
that all birds, having three toes directed completely 
forward, and one backward, belong to the Perchers. 
The definition we have already given of the orders of 
birds (I k) will have informed the student, that the 
Itaaores, the Grallatorois, and the Natatorea, not with- 
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standing; their differences in other respects^ possess the 
coininon character of having the hinder toe elevated 
above the plane, or level, of the others ; so that its in- 
sertion is above the heel of the foot, and not, as in the 
Jfaptortts and Tntffus.sore,s, directly upon it. As it will 
be necessary, in die sequel, to notice the feet of these 
aberrant orders more particularly, we confine our- 
selves in the following observations to that structure 
which especially belongs to the Jnsessorial, or perching 
birds, in all of which the three anterior toes, and the 
one posterior, are placed upon the same level. These 
we shall term insessorial feet, and we shall now describe 
the numerous variations which they present, according 
to the peculiar habits and economy of the very great 
number of genera coin])osing the /n.sc.s*.vomv, or jierch- 
ing order. This structure of foot is either formed more 
especially, 1. for walking; 2. for perching; 3. for 
clinging ; 4. for climbing ; 5. or arc sindactyle feet. 
M e shall then notice the different sorts of scansorial 
feet, wherein the toes are disposed as above mentioned, 
which will render unnecessary any observations on the 
impossibility, or the inexpediency, of giving definite 
names to the minor variations. 

(117*) M^alking feet, among the perch ers, do not 
imply a similarity of structure to those of the Rasoreft, 
which never have the hind toe upon a level with the 
others ; but rather that feet, so formed, are adapted both 
for walking and perching. Thus every one knows that 
the crows and starlings walk more frequently than 
they hop ; and it is therefore essential to birds of such 
habits, whose chief food is upon the ground, that their 
feet should have a particular conformation. Hence we 
find that nearly all terrestrial birds, strictly so called, 
have the lateral toes perfectly equal, that is, of the 
same length. The crow ()7- «), rook, starling, 

and blackbird, besides many others, familiar inhabit- 
ants of our fields find lanes, sufficiently illustrate this 
fact. In proportion as the habits of a biril are arboreal 
ntther than terrestrial, so is this equality of the lateral 
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toes diminished, and the ir 
tioiiably shortened. This we 



other birds which live in tre 


iiicr one becomes jiropor- 
see in the jays (/>), which 
seldom alight upon the 
ground, even in situa- 
tions like this*, where 
^ their wild and discor- 
j dant cries echo through 
' the coppices, and evince 
that such wooiled re- 
treats arc their proper 
haunts. Another cha- 
racter, iiiflicative of 
walking habits, will he 
found in the claws ; 
those of the crow (fir/. 
(iiS, c) are always less 
compressed and curved 
than in the jay (w), and 
, I'liis structure is carried 


to its extreme development in the larks (d), and the 

neighbouring genus J/i- 
t/nuff wbere the claws 
are unusually straight 
and slender, while the 
opposite extreme is seen 
in the genus Jiup/iaga 
(b). We must, how- 

ever, observe that there 
arc several excep- 

tions to this rule ; for not only the typical shrikes 
{Laniitfi) which never, or very rarely, alight upon the 
ground, have the lateral toes equal, but this ecjuality is 
seen in several other groujjs which Jirc arboreal ; but 
which, as standing at the head of their tribe, or genus, 
represent the crows ; and thus the character becomes 



also analogical. The swallows very rarely alight upon 
the ground, although their toes are equal ; yet, as they 
represent the ConmUe, by being pre-eminently typical 


* Tittenhanger Green, in the adjacent woudii of lord Callcdon. 
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in their own trilw, they consequently should possess one 
structure in common with the crows. Setting these 
comparatively few exceptions asidc^ which indicate 
analogical relations, the equality of the toes in the gene- 
ndity of insessorial birds, when accompanied with 
slightly curved claws, is a certain indication that such 
birds live liabitually upon the ground, and therefore re- 
present either the Grallatorial or the llasorial type ; 
the birds already mentioned, with hundreds of others, 
places this position beyond dispute. 

(US.) A PKRCHiNO FOOT, in the restricted sense in 
which we now use the term, indicates that those birds 
which possess it live more among trees than upon 
die fjr*und. Wc trace this in the habits of the jays, 
whosti inner toes are more or less shorter than die outer 
(^(y.(j 7 .ft). 'fhe robin, although so frequently seen upon 
die earth, looking for worms and terrestrial insects, is yet, 
upon the whole, more arboreal ; and we therefore perceive 
that its inner toe is very slightly shorter than the ex- 
ternal one. This disproportion is rather more apparent 
in the stone-chat (^Saxivola ruhicoln^, wdiich, although 
generally considered a more terrestrial bird than the 
robin, we should say, from personal observation, was 
less so ; while in the jMotanfla nlbn^ which may be called 
a truly terrestrial bird, the lateral toes are perfectly 
equal. The bush shrikes, both of America and Africa 
{ThfwiHophiihKr), have the lateral toes very unequal, 
and the claws broad and well curved : this structure is 
in unison with their manners ; they live only in thickets, 
the intricacies of which they explore in search of insects 
and young or sickly birds. We may therefore define a 
perching foot as of a moderate length, strongly made, 
with the lateral toes unequal, and the hinder one not 
lengthened. This latter character, as we shall presently 
show, being the first indication of a very different type 
of form. 

(119.) Clinging feet are restricted to the humming 
birds, whose structure of foot is perfectly unique. 
From its extreme shortness, on a cursory glance, it 
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seems not unlike tlnit of the swifts : but the position 
of the toes are very different ; the three anterior are 
very nearly of equal length, and sufficiently united at 
their base to keep them always close to each other, 
so that the sole becomes much broader than if the 
divisions were distinctly cleft : the claws, as if to com- 
pensate for the brevity of the toes, are remarkably long, 
being two thirds the length of the toes themselves. 
The TrovhUiihe thus present a most curious analogy 
to the larks and wagtails, for although they never, by 
any chance, alight upon the ground, where the two 
latter genera alone reside, yet both may be character- 
ised as having the claws |m'-cininently tlevelojicd. One 
could hardly have imagined that nature wouW^ have 
established so lieautiful an analogy between two groups 
so diametrically opposite in all other respects, except that 
of having the longest and the most slender bills of their 
respective circles. I’he claws, however, of the Trnvhi- 
lido* are very much curved, broad, and reryiarkably 
acute, a conformation which is always foujid in birds 
which from living only upon trees, have additional 
powers given them of clinging to the branches ; such, 
in fact, are the habits of these Ix^autiful little creatures ; 
they never are seen, like other birds, hopping from 
twig to twig : they are either upon the wing or seden- 
tary ; and, as their well curved claws enable them to 
take a firm hold on the convex surface of slender twigs, 
we have applied the epithet of vMnymij to the peculiar 
foot they possess. 

( 1 20.) A prehensile foot is possessed by those birds, 
which, like the Troeliilidee, rarely, if ever, touch the 
ground ; yet they are continually wandering among 
branches in search of their food : hence they require 
great strength of limb, without the necessity of a 
lengthened tarsus, ''i’his structure we accordingly find 
in the short legged- thrushes, (^Brachypodinft) the 
orioles (OriohV/tf?), the caterpillar catchers {^Ceblepyrmrr)^ 
the fruit eaters {Ampelid^e^, and several other groujis. 
The foot of these birds very much resembles that of the 
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ordinary percliers, but the tarsus is very short, that is, 
not longer than the hinder toe: the lateral toes are 
either equal or not, hut the midtUe one is much shorter 
than in the jays and other birds, which arc both ar- 
boreal and terrestrial. Another peculiarity of the pre- 
hensile foot is seen in the claws, which are short, broad, 
and unusually curved ; by this we know that they are 
well adaj)tcd for enabling the bird to take a firm hold 
of branches, while they arc totally unfitted for terres- 
trial habits. The common oriole (Oriolun galbul(i) 



will serve to explain this 
structure in the absence of 
any other native bird ; but it 
ism uch m ore perfectly deve- 
loped in the family of short- 
leggeil thrushes, including 
the genera Chtoropais 
()(). a), Brachypus', Trwho- 
phorufty i^'c., all of which are 
natives of Africa and India. 


The foot of the Ampelis garrulna (ft) unites this and the 


insessorial structure, the middle toe being much more 


lengthened than in any of the last mentioned genera. 

(1121.) The last form leads us to those of the aSW/w- 
sorial structure, as developed in such birds as have three 
anterior toes, and one ))osterior. Of such feet as are 
especially adapted for climbing, where the toes are dis- 
posed in pairs, we have already spoken, but there are 
a great variety of birds possessing the same faculty, 
and yet exercising it by means of feet very differently 
constructed. Wc shall now trace, in the gradual deve- 


lopment of this structure, all its variations among birds 
whose toes have tlie ordinary direction so characteristic 
in the typical perchers. The sort of foot last defined, 
and which we have called prehensile, may be con- 
sidered the first incipient development of the scansorial 
structure ; the primary distinctions of which is in an 
unusual elongation of the hinder toe, and a great 
breadth and curvature of the claws, "J1ie sliort-legged 
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thrushes possess very little of the first of these indicru 
tions, but the breadth of the claw is apparent in all their 
minor groups. Nature advances another step in the genus 
Parujf, where, as we see in P. major. (///. 70 . a) the fore 
toes are very uiieijual in lengtli, 
and the hinder, — as Linineus 
well observes, — strong and 
large; equal, in fact, to the 
middle toe. Now the Pari are 
well known arboreal birds, not 
only living among trees, where 
alone they seek their food, hut 
exploring the most slendei 
branches and twigs in a inan> 
ner almost peculiar to them- 
selves ; these habits render 
them in some degree, cliinl)ers, 
and they have consequently, in the greater deve- 
lopment of the hind toe, one of the scansorial cha- 
racters. Let us now see how the* same structure is 
developed, but under a totally different form, in a 
genus which belongs to the very same family. \\^* 
allude to the JMniofUtn raria, Vieillot, or black and 
white creeper of ll'ilson ; now this bird unquestionably 
belongs to the warblers, and yet it runs up the trunk of 
a tree almost with the same facility as a nuthatch ; the 
hinder claw (^y) is consequently much more lengthened 
in proportion, than that of the titmouse, in order to 
support and keep the body in equilibrium, whereas the 
hind toe of the Parafi is used for gras])ing, for the 
bird itself never climbs perpendicularly like the Mnio- 
tilta : it may, indeed, rather be said to hang than 
climb ; and as greater strength of muscle is rcijuisite 
for the first than for the last of these positions, we 
consequently perceive that the foot of the titmouse 
is much stronger than that of the Mmotilta, although 
the latter bird makes the nearest approach to legitimate 
climbing. 

(122.) Leaving these and similar representations of 
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the scansorial tribe, we pass to that tribe itself. We 
have already described the various constructions of foot 
in four of the families (1 1 1.), the toucans, parrots, wood- 
peckers, and cuckows, all of which have the feet dis- 
posed in pairs. The Carthiadcv , or creepers, which 
form the fifth or Rasorial family of this circle, have 
])roportionably larp^er feet * than any of the others, and 
the toes are differently disposed, it would scarcely be 
imagined that much further variation could be found, 
where all had three toes forward and one backward, 
ami yet there are greater diversities in this group than 
in all the other families of the put together. 

We shall commence with the wrens, as the most aber- 
rant of all the creepers, in which we consequently find 
the faintest indication of the typical characters. So little, 
indeed, do the majority of these birds climb, in the true 
sense of the wortl, that it is only by tracing their close and 
unquestionable relation to others, in wdiich both the 
scansorial structure and the faculty of exercising it is 
more ajiparent, that we arrive at the positive certainty 
of their belonging to this family. The length and form 
of the bill, ami the brown cast of the plumage of our 
common species accords with the rest of the family, but 
^ 1^^^' peculiar length of 

the hind claw (^f/. Jl,) 
which shows that this genus 
occupies a station in the 
A same circle with Lochmia, 



Tichodroma, PUityurus, and 
Thryothurus, each of which 
have additional scansorial 


characters. The hind claw in Troglodytes (ft) is hardly 
as long as that in the middle, and the tarsus exceeds 
both ; but in the nuthatch (^Sitta, fig. 72.), the length 
of all the toes is greatly increased, yet the hinder and 
the middle are of the same length, and both of them 


• Thus preserving their analoify to the Cracida, Itasorcs^ BaUida:, Me. 
fiapodiOt &C., all ot which they represent in the circle of the Scansonv. 
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shorter than the tarsus. It is only, however, in tlu‘ 
Australian genus Climavtcria that this excessive deve- 
lopment of the 
posterior toe is 
at its maximum 
( fy, 73. a) : in 
thisgeniis, owing 
to its enormous 
claw, the hinder 
far exceetls tlu‘ 
leiigtli of the 
middle toe, and this latter is connected to tlie one 
that is external, nearly to the end of its first joint 
(6). To account for this extraordinary enlarge- 

ment of the toes in all the preceding birds, it must 

he n'lnendiered 
that their faculty 
of climbing is 
entirely derivetl 
from these mem- 
bers ; they re- 
ceive no assist- 
ance whatever 
from their tail, 
which is not 
only destitute of naked points, but of all rigidity, 

so that, as a means of support, it becomes quite use- 
less. 



( 1 23.) Let us now see what further variations occur 
in genera where some assistance must be derived 
from the tail, a fact we gather from the feathers pos- 
sessing different degrees of rigidity, without their being 
absolutely stiff* or terminating in naked points. The 
genera whose tails are thus formed are Znwps {fig^7^^)y 
Aiiabntfis, Bendroma, part of Synnlltijohy OxyrhynchuSy 
and Buphaya. In the four first the tail, although pos- 
sessing hut a very slight degree of stiffness, is yet suf- 
“ficientiy firm to give some aid to the lard iu climbing, 
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unci tlieretbre we find a corresponding diminution in the 
length of the hind toe, which is rather shorter than 



that in the middle ; but addi- 
tional strength is given to the 
claws, all of which are stronger, 
broader, and much more 
curved, than in the genera we 
first noticed : the toes, also. 


are cleft to their base, and the 
lateral ones arc of the same 


length. Few ornithologists, 
indeed, w^ould suspect thesc^ 
birds to be climbers, seeing 
that their feet are of the ordi- 
nary size, and that there is no 
very striking development of the scansorial structure in 
any one part. Nevertheless, we may arrive at this con- 
viction by the form and elongation of the hinder toe, 
the strength, curvature, and compression of the claws 
and the diminished flexibility of the tail feathers, w^hen 
compared with these parts in ordinary perchers. It is 
at this point of the series that nature determines upon 
a third and new modification of the scansorial faculties. 



In the long- toed nuthatches, first described, she has con- 
centrated this power solely in the feet. In the genera 
Ze.nopfi, Amihatvfi, it is divided between the toes 
and the claws, some little aid being derived from the 
tail. But in the third modification of these powers, 
which we shall now describe, greater facilities for climb- 


ing arc given to all these members, so that we come to 
the highest development of the scansorial faculty in 
birds whose toes are not arranged in pairs. This change, 
however, like all her other operations in the physical 
world, is marked by harmoniou gradation. The gra- 
dual diminution of the characters last enumerated among 
the more slender clawed SyimUaxiy would lead an orni- 
thologist, who merely saw some two or three of the 
species, to suppose they had no connection with this 
family, whereas it is in this very genus tliat nature 
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marks out and effects the change wc have just intimated, 
and all this is accomplished within the limits of a single 
genus.* \V"e have already had occasion to illustrate 
tliis very beautiful transission, as shown by the gradual 
change exhibited by the structure of the tail (101.), and 
it is equally so if we merely looked to the foot : that of 
Synafhu'ia dnnawomeus is of the same robust form as its 
congeners, but the toes, both Ixdore and lu'bind, are 
longer, and their claws more slender, especially the 
hinder one. The tail preserves the broadness peculiar 
to Syna/lfLria, but then it assumes tlic pointed and 
almost naked ends of Corthia famitiariif : a more beau- 
tiful union of the characters of two genera cannot, per- 
haps, be exhibited in the whole circle of ornithology ; 
and so much may be taught by frequent examination of 
these two sjiecies, in conjunction with a typical example 
of Symilajctifi^ ^ the first birds which every 

ornithologist should possess, who wishes to study, not the 
bare and technical nomenclature, but the true ])hilosophy 
of our charming science. VV'e thus arrive at a group 
(forming our sub-family of Cc.rthimuc) which answers 
to the description already given, that is, where nature 
gives a higher development than she has hitherto done, 
to every organ employed in climbing, so as to constitute 
the Ccrthifwcc the pre-eminent type of the scansorial 
creepers. We regret our space will not permit us to 
trace this development in any other member than the 
foot. Commencing, then, witli that of the common 
creeper, we obseive all the indications exhibited by 
Synalla,rw cinnamomcMs, brought, as it were, to perfec- 
tion : the toes are very slender, the inner one consider- 
ably the shortest, and the hinder one again so lengthened 
that it equals that of the middle: all the cla^vs are 
large, very slender, and acute, but while those in front 
are greatly curved, that liehind is much less so ; its 
great length, howTver, added to the general character of 


* The genera of the Scansores^ TenuirostreSt ami Fissirostres arc equi- 
valent to the sub-genera of the Insessores. 
t The typical species arc Sy. Caniceps and Ruficeps. See Appendix. 



KXTKHNAL ANATOMY. SCANSORTAL FKET. I Sf) 

the whole foot, would make us lx*lieve that nature was 
givinjj; us a repetition of the structure we have already 
had in Sitta, and that we were again returning to that 
type. But this similarity can Ik? satisfactorily accounte<l 
for upon other principles* ; and now, for the first time, 
we perceive the tail decidedly assuming the scansorial 
structure. Certhia conducts us to its representatives in 

the new world, the genera 
O.rij urns Dm drocolu ptes 
{fig- 75.), and both 
of which, in regard to 
their feet, are the same, 
and both differ in this re- 
spect from Certhin as well 
as from all the genera we 
have yet noticed. The 
scansorial powers of the foot, hitherto chiefly thrown into 
the hallux, is now transferred to the foremost toes, the two 
exterior of which are of the same length, and are also 
equal to the tarsus, while the inner, al&pugh consider- 
ably shorter, is yet longer than the hinder toe. Here 
then, a su])erficial reasoner might be led to exclaim, is 
a complete refutation of the theory but lately atlvanctxl 
on the importance of the long hind toe of the nuthatch ; 
for if the great devehqnnent of that toe was so essential 
to climbing birds, how is it that in the Dcudrocolupti^ 
notoriously the most typical of all the scansorial creepers, 
this very toe, which according to our theory should be 
unusually large, is actually less than any of the others ? 
'I'he theory, as these critics would declare, and honestly 
l)elieve, refutes itself !t A little more consideration, 
however, will show the absurdity of such a conclusion. 

^ This relation of Cerlhia to Siftn is at onee explained by the law of rt*- 
presentation, Ccrffiia repre icutini; Sifta in the circle of the* (Vr/ZoVinte. 

+ It is by this sort of partial reasoning that reviewers, altogether ignor. 
ant of natural history, mail tained, upon a forme:' oreasion, that we could 
not {)ORsibly be right in assen ing that the glossy feai hers of the vultures were 
for defending the skin from blocxl and oRhl, because this structure was not 
found in all the species ; as f all had the same habits,-, as if, in short, there 
were no gradations in natu: ‘ 
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The anterior and the posterior toes of scansorial birds 
are constructed for performing two very different func- 
tions, although both are essential to the act of clind)ing. 
'riiose in front are formed for speetl, and may be com- 
pared to the arms of a man. When in the act of as- 
cending a tree, his hold is secured in the first instance, 
not by his foot, but by his arm, and in proportion to 
his muscular strength and the firmness of his grasp 
does he make his way upwards from branch to branch, 
the foot merely serving to keeping him steady in the 
progress he has first secured by his arms. This fact 
every one must know, either from experience, observa- 
tion, or reason. Hence we find that the long-armed 
monkeys are the most expert climbers; and the sloths, 
whose hinder legs are not more than half as long as the 
others, are the most expert, in asceniling trees, of all 
quadrupeds, monkeys alone excepted. These facts 
establish the position upon w^hich we shall argue. The 
anterior toes of scansorial birds j)erform to them the 
office of hands or arms ; it is these that are first ap- 
plied to seize the bark of a tree, into the crevices or soft 
covering of which the crooked claws enter, and obtain a 
firm hold. It therefore follows that the more powerful 
these anterior toes and claws are constructed, the more 
facility the bird has in climbing. Now, the Dendro^ 
nolapti and their congeners are the only scansorial 
creepers that have two of the anterior toes of the same 
length, so that the outer one is as long as the midtile 
and both, as if for giving additional strength, 
are considerably united at their basal joint. Let us now 
explain the reasons that, with such unusual strength in 
tlie anterior toes, the hinder one is so small, while that 
of the Sittinai is enormous. It follows, from what lias 
already been said, that the functions of the hallux are 
altogether different from those of the fore toes. In these, 
and in all other birds, it is merely an organ of mpport. 
And as the scansorial trilie, in climbing trees, assume a 
semi- perpendicular attitude, they consequently require 
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much more support backwards, in such a position, than 
any other birds. In order to effect tliis, nature has 
recourse, so to speak, to other means than those she 
usually employs. The hinder toe and claw is either 
enormously deveIo])ed, and the tail has no additional 
])ower given it (as in the case of Climacttfrw and Sittn), 
or, — if still greater support is necessary than Avould bc' 
acquired l)y this structure, — the tail itself, by a peculiar 
formation, is made to p(‘rform the same office as the 
hind toe, but with infinitely more effect. This brings 
us to the jioint at issue. The Silta derives its sole suj)- 
port wlien climbing from its posterior toe, which is conse- 
quently unusually large. DnnlrocolapteSj on the other 
hand, being a much more powerful and rapid climber 
(as we have proved by the structure of its anterior 
toes, and have wifriesupd by personal observation), 
requires a much greater support hackwnrch, propor- 
tionate to its power of advancing fonmrds. The tail 
is, therefore, enlarged and strengtlienetl in sucli a way, 
by rigid points which stick into the bark, that the office 
of the hind toe is almost superseded, and its size is 
consequently not greater than in the generality of birds. 
^^’e should not have gone into these explanations merely 
for the ])urpose of refuting the sort of criticism to 
which on another occasion we have been exposed*, but 
iK'cause they will deter tlie young ornithologist from 
forming ht-isty judgments upon matters which more ex- 
tended investigation would place in a different light. 
These details will also demonstrate, what is of far 
greater interest, another and a new proof of that har- 
imuy of dcMigtiy and that infinite “ diversity of ojx*- 
rations which the Infinite Beino has manifested in 
these his glorious, yet lower, works. 

(124.) There arc yet three other modifications of 
the scan serial foot which must not be passed over, 

• yhtc the poriodical critirs, on the “ Preliminary Discojirsc.” The fow 
of our rciulrrs who may ]K)s.sibly lie iiifluciuH'd by such misroprosciitatious 
and falM'hooiIs, will fin’d thorn very neatly exposed in the “ Entomological 
rdagazine” for April, 
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although this part of our subject has expaiulcd itself to 
wider limits than were originally anticipated. The first 
of these is seen in the singular and rarfc genus Orthonyxy 
one of the very few scansorial birds of Australia, and 
which seems to partake of the anomalous, or rather 
unusual structure so prevalent among the animals of 
that region. It will be necessary, however, before we 
can understand how a bird like Ortliony.i\ — whose great 
and long foot resembles that of the rasorial order, — can be 
connected with Dendrocolaptf^a, that we look to the genus 
SclernruK (jiy. 7(^»), an equally rare tyi)e, from the forests 

of HraziJ, and of 
which tile only 
specimen we 
have yet seen is 
in our museum. 
The foot of this 
bird has much of 
the general cha- 
racter of Dendr<u 
co/aptvft, hut the 
tarsus is much longer, and the outer toe (a), instead of 
Ixjiiig equal to the middle one (/>), is shorter; the claws 
are also smaller, weaker, and less curvetl : in all this dimi- 
nution of the scansorial powers in these parts, we see a 
considerable falling off from tlie tyjiical perfection, and 
adverting to what we have just advanced on the use of 
the anterior feet, it is obvious this bird cannot ascend a 
tree so rapid as a DendrocoUipUta, The same <limi- 
nution of strength can lie traced in the tail, the shafts 
of which, although rigid, are comparatively weaker, 
and do not extend beyond the webs, as in all the rest of 
the Certhimue. Yet still, as this bird belongs to the 
pre-eminent group of the tree creepers, its powers 
should not be so very much diminished ; and we con- 
sequently find that the comparative weakness of its 
other members is made up by a great elongation of the 
hinder toe (c), which is one half as l(>ng again as in Dcn- 
drocolaptes (fiy. 75.), so that it becomes, as in the nut- 
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hatches, of equal lenj^th to the middle one ; yet it is 
even of greater power than in these latter birds, ibr 
towards the end of the claw there is a small notch, 
apparently intended to give an additional supporting 
power to the hallux, this notch being constructed for the 
purpose of resting upon the bark, in like manner as the 
point itself: there is a very slight tendency to this 
structure, almost imj)erceptible, in our common nut- 
hatch ; but it has never been noticed, and probably 
would not liave been now observed, had not our atten- 
tion been drawn to it by finding it so conspicuous in 
the Brazilian bird. Having now described the foot of 
Scle.nirus^ the rasorial genus of the circle of Cvrthuince^ 
the ornithologist will be lietter prepared to understand 
the next modification, as seen in 
the Australian genus Orthonyx 
(fig, 77»)* him imagine, 
therefore, a bird rather larger 
than a sparrow, but with the 
general form and proportions 
of the JlfeHurOy except in the 
tail, which is that of Sclpru- 
y M.V. Like Men Rr«,the bill (^a , a) 
is short, arched, and rasorial, 
the wings roundefl,and the feet 
enormously large and strong. The relative length of the 
toes (h) is altogether peculiar ; the outer one is actually 
longer (in a slight degree) than the middle, while the 
two outer claws (unusually slight in their curvature) 
are one-third as long as the toes ; the hallux is as long 
as tile middle toe, but one-half its length is occupied by 
the claw. Now we think it quite obvious that claws, 
so constructed, were never intended to be used for 
ascending trees, and yet the rigidity of the tail would 
imply that this most singular bird feeds in a semi- 
perpendicular attitude, for if otherwise, such a tail 
could be of no use. Our specimen confirms this sup- 
position, for the ends of tlie feathers, or rather the 
webs, are much worn away. We hazard tlie conjecture, 
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in the absence of all information upon the subject, that 
the habits of Orthonyx are terrestrial, that it is^ essen- 
tially, a walking bird, but that it seeks its food not so 
much upon the barks of trees, as upon steep earthy 
banks, into which its unusually straight claws could 
penetraite, and against which the bird may be supported 
by its tail ; it is also highly probable that these strong 
claws arc used for scratching the ground, after the 
manner of most rasorial birds. At all events the dis- 
covery of Sckruridi establishes that link between Z)e//- 
f/roco/aptes' and the bird we have been describing, 
without wliich we could hardly have guessed on the 
situation of either. Both, however, are thus sc^en to be 
types of the linsornt, one in the circle of the CertluaiKV, 
the other in that of Jiuphayhirr. 

(12o.) The genus linphayn^ known by the common 
name of beef-eaters, has been by all naturalists placed 
with the starlings, merely, as it would seem, because 
like tliem they are often seen on the backs of the 
African cattle, clearing them of Arnri and other trou- 
blesome insects. This error of arrangement has entirely 

arisen from ignoranci‘ 
of the different forms 
which belong to the 
scansorial structure of 
foot. AW may admit 
tliis fact in its econo- 
my, and yet deny that 
Bnphnya (.////. i^^ 

any other tlian a scan- 
sorial genus. 'I'iiis is evident from its remarkably broad 
and unusually curved claws, more resembling hooks than 
those of any bird out of the raptorial circle. Now it is 
very remarkable that in all the specimens we have seen 
of this bird, however old, not one has occured in which 
the points, which are remarkably fine and sharp, have 
been at all worn : we hence infer that they are not 
used upon any substance hard enough to blunt their 
acuteness ; the hard bark of trees would unquestionably 





EXTERNAL ANATOMY. — FEET OP BUPHAOA. 

do this^ as in the ease of all other scansorial birds ; so 
that they must either be used to cling to the backs 
of sheep and wool-bearing animals, or round slender 
branches. All the accounts we have confirm the former 
supposition, while the whole structure of the foot shows 
that this bird never walks habitually upon the ^ound. 
We have merely glanced at these facts, which shows 
the station held by Bvphaga in the circle of the scan- 
sorial creepers, for the i)urpose of lessening the surprise 
which will be excited among ornithologists by this new 
view of its affinities ; and we shall now describe its foot. 
Although the tarsus is very short, the toes are equally 
so, yet the nails are disproportionably large ; the lateral 
anterior toes and the hallux (when measured with their 
claws) are equal, but are shorter than the tarsus, while 
the claw of the hallux is as long as the toe itself. It 
might be imagined that if this bird really fed, habit- 
ually, upon the backs of cattle, the very acuteness of its 
claws would inflict more pain upon the animal than 
was felt from the insects which it came to devour. 
Nay, further, that the bird could not retain its hold 
upon the ox*s hide without its talons penetrating the 
skin. No theory can be more plausible than this, and yet 
it is denied by the following experiments. Let any 
one take a dried specimen of the Biiphaga that has its 
toes extended in a natural position, and a])ply the foot 
to the fingers of one hand, while he pulls the specimen 
with the other, exerting the same force, or even greater, 
as he might suppose the bird to do were it alive anil 
clinging to his naked hand. This done, he will be 
altogether surprised at fintling that the claws, so far 
from penetrating the skin, do not create the least 
degree of pain. Let him then make the same experi- 
ment with the foot of a sparrow-hawk, and if only one 
quarter of the same force is used, the talons occasion 
instant pain, and their points enter the skin ; if the 
force exercised was the same, they would immediately 
be buried in the flesh. Two such opposite effects pro- 
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(luced by claws which both terminate in remarkably 
acute points, appears at first exceedingly perplexing, 
and may well claim our attention. The explanation 
appears to be this : 1. the claw of the sparrow-hawk, in- 
dependent of its acute point, has two sharp cutting 
edges beneath, one on each side, wliich are continued 
to the tip ; by this structure it becomes a three-sided 
weapon, and enters the flesh immediately upon the least 
force lieing applied ,* 2. the claw reaches its termin- 
ation very gradually, so that its power of penetration is 
douhly augmented. No such characters lielong to the 
claw of the Buphnga ; it has no lateral cutting edges, 
although the sides (occasioned by the flatness of its 
under part) are bluntly angulated ; added to which the 
termination is remarkably abrupt, so that the extreme 
point would act as a little hook, without penetrating 
farther. This, in fact, is established by the experiment 
just alluded to, and which it is in the power of any one, 
having skins of the birds in question, to verify. It is 
quite obvious that if the claws of the Buphnga would 
not excite pain upon the human hand, it would have 
no such effect upon the thick hide of an ox, but rather 
excite an agreeable irritation, like that which is felt on 
scratching an inflamed part of the human body. The 
large Amri of tropical countries are well known to 
create sores, and the gentle irritation round these? parts, 
according to every principle of analogy, w^ould have the 
same effect upon the skin of the ox, as upon that of 
the human species. On attentively considering all these 
circumstances, we feel persuaded that the Bnphaga not 
only seeks its chief food from the Acari and other 
parasitic insects infecting cattle, but that it actually 
climbs about their bodies for that purpose, in all direc- 
tions ; this latter lx?lief being sanctioned by the great 
development of the hind claw, and its very rigid, 
although not pointed, tail. 

(12(i.) There is only one other modification of foot 
which seems also belonging to the scansorial type ; this 
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is seen in one genus only^ and that genus is at present 
rei3resented but by a single species, the Oxyrhynchus cris* 
tatus, or crested sharp bill(^i^. The strength of 

the whole foot, the shortness 
of the tarsi, and the broad 
and well curved claws clearly 
show that this is an arboreal 
bird ; while the large size of 
the hallux, which is fully 
equal in length both to the 
middle toe and to the tar- 
sus, is almost conclusive evidence of its being scan- 
sorial. If any other peculiarity of conformation was 
necessary to give support to this belief, it will be found 
in the acutely conic bill, which almost perfectly re- 
sembles that of rmix- In other respects the foot of 
Oxyrhynchus is of the ortlinary perching shape ; the 
latend toes are equal, the middle toe is not much 
longer, and is united to the outer rather more than to 
the inner toe. 

(1270 The feet of the McliphagM, or honey- 
suckers of Australia, are generally termed scansorial, 
although they possess only one of the characters belong- 
ing to this type, namely, a very strong and lengthened 
hind toe and claw, formed, however, as in ordinary 
l)erchers. In every other respect the foot would in- 
dicate (from the length of the tarsus) that these birds 
occasionally freejuented the grountl, although (from the 
inequality of the lateral toes) their chief residence w^as 
among trees: this latter supposition is confirmed by 
tlieir habits; their food, as already intimated (53.) 
consists of the nectar of the flowering trees of New 
Plolland, which they lick with their brush-like tongue, 
together with such insects as frequent the same blos- 
soms. We can readily fancy that in such situations the 
honey-suckers would often have occasion to assume those 

* Zuol. must i. pi. 49. 

L 2 
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Strained and unusucol attitudes seen in the tomtits 
(^Parus), sometimes hanging by their feet to reach a 
bunch of flowers, which could not otherwise be ap- 
proached ; the feet, therefore, of the two families, in 
^1 essential points, are precisely the same. 

(128.) The name of Syndactyle has been given by 
writers to all such feet as have the outer toe more or 
less joined to that of the middle : hence, as such feet 
occur in almost every natural group among the perchers, 
the term has become altogether vague, from its in- 
discriminate use. M. Cuvier, more especially, has so 
far neglected a due restriction to the meaning of this 
term, that he has actually, from this one circumstance, 
classed the hornbills (Biiceridce) with the bee-eaters, 
and the kingfishers ! Syndactyle feet, in short, are 
even more varied than the scansorial, but with this 
essential difference, that the birds possessing them do 
not, like the Scansoreff, constitute a natural group ; but 
are merely one of the indications of the natatorial type. 
Hence it follows, that every modification of foot 
which we have descrilied (even among the liaptoren) 
presents instances of this union of the two outer toes, 
which, according to M. Cuvier's views, makes them 
•gyndactyle, and entitles them to a place in his artificial 
tribe of Syndactyles, As it is quite unnecessary to point 
out the inconsistency of such a classification, we shall 
merely observe that the most striking examples of tliis 
union of the two outer toes will be found in the genera 
Malaconotus, Pitta, Eurylamus, Prionops, Dasyccphala, 
Buccros, Leiothrix, Myothera, Bupicola, Todue, PhtEm 
nicircus, Pipra, Dendrocolaptea, &c., genera, in fact, 
which are spread over the whole order Imessores. 
Nevertheless, the term is good, if limited to such feet, 
with united toes, as arc of a different formation to all 
others, and would not, even if their toes were free, 
come under any of the definitions we have already 
given. Such a form of foot will be found in the genera 
Merops and Alcedo, containing the bee-eaters and the 
kingfishers, to whose feet, par excellence, we shall limit 
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the term Syndactyle. The habits of these two groups, 
so far as concerns the use of their feet, are nearly the 
same, for in neither are these members ever employed 
but to rest the body. The kingfisher watches patiently 
from a fixed station, — generally a naked twig, over- 
hanging the water, — for such fish as come within its 
reach, and then, after a time, flies to another station ; 
where it alights, it remains. The feet {fig. 80. a), from 
not being used for walking or standing, are consequently 
very small, and the toes imperfectly developed ; there 
are three in front, and one behind, but two of the 
former might be almost reck- 
oned as only one, since they 
are united together even to the 
commencement of their respec- 
tive claws ; the inner toe is not 
half the length of the others, 
and seems rudimentary : it has 
a claw, and is rather more de- 
tached at its tip than the other 
two: in some, as in the three 
toed kingfishers, this inner toe 
disappears. The hinder toe (6) 
is very short, and scarcely longer than the inner one ; 
the scales of the whole foot are so thin and transparent, 
that they can scarcely be seen in the small species by the 
naked eye. Those who have seen much of the true king- 
fishers, so scarce in England, but so common in tropical 
America, know that they never perch upon any other 
than small or slender branches ; and this we might infer 
from the shape of the fool. The two outer anterior 
toes are very long, so that they would completely clasp 
two thirds of the circumference of a small branch, the 
other third being embraced by the hinder toe: this 
fact is further confirmed by the unusual flatness of the 
soles of all, and by the acuteness of the claw9 (c), which, 
from being but slightly curved, would not, upon a 
small branch, come into contact with the wood : the 
L 3 ' 
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union of the three anterior toes, by producing consider- 
able breadth of sole, gives an unusual degree of steadiness 
to the bird highly conducive to its remaining very long 
in one position. Thus we see that the foot of the king, 
fisher, which at first ap])ears so very imperfect, and so 
totally useless for ordinary purposes, is that which is 
most of all suited to the habits and the wants of the 
bird. IMie bee-eaters, like the swallows, feed upon the 
wing, yet, unlike those birds, they never perch upon the 
ground ; at least, we can affirm this of the European 
species (^Merops apiaster), which visits the island of Sicily 
every year in great numbers, and remains for near a 
month on its passage from Africa to middle and southern 
Europe. During this period we have sought for many 
years every opportunity of detecting these birds in their 
resting position, but never were successful in finding 
them otherwise than on the tops of the olive trees, 
where they rest immoveable, until they again dart off 
for another long excursion. It is imlced obvious that 
they could not walk, for their feet (f/) are much the 
same as those of the wood kingfishers (^Daeeloy Jig. 80. c), 
with this only difference, that the three anterior toes 
are divided the whole length of their last joint, the 
scales being rather more conspicuous. 

( 129 -) We shall here notice the foot of the genus 
Buceros, not as an example of the true syndactyle form, 
but rather to show the wide difference in its construction 
from that of the kingfisher. The species before us is 
that generally called the Buceros nnsutus. The general 
structure of the leg, although somewhat short, is strong 
and robust ; the tarsus is nearly twice the length of 
the hind toe, which is shorter than any of the others ; 
the middle toe is connected to the outer only as far as 
its first joint, the inner being entirely free, or cleft to 
its base ; the claws arc stout, and the scales thick and 
strong. The great breadth of the sole, as well as the 
parti^ union of the toes, clearly shows this bird habitu- 
ally lives among trees, and yet the strength of the foot, 
length of the tarsus, its claws, &c., favours the suppo- 
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sition^ that it can occasionally walk tolerably well^ and 
hop with facility from branch to branch : both these 
motions^ however, are completely denied to the king- 
fishers and the bee-eaters, a conclusion that may be 
arrived at even by an inspection of their feet. Never- 
theless, as the BuceridcB are the Fissirostral family of the 
Conirostrea, they repreamt, by analogy, the kingfishers, 
and the Natatorial order, the leading character of tlis 
type l)eing to have the feet short, and imperfectly de- 
veloped. 

(130.) The feet of th^Musophagidee or plantain-eaters, 



must not be passed over, 
seeing that no author has cor- 
rectly described their struc- 
ture, which is very peculiar. 

8 1 . ) I sert, the original 
discoverer and describer of 
the magnificent Musophaga 
violnceaf says that its toes are 
three before, and one be- 
hind ; others maintain that 
its feet are like those of a 
cuckow, and even very re- 
cently it has been asserted 
that all the toes are un- 
equal *, like those of the va- 
riegated species, and of the 
genus Corythaw, A beau- 
tiful skin of Musophaga 
violaceuy is now before us, 
vith the feet relaxed, so 
that the parts have all the 


pliability of life. The middle toe (o) is much lengthened, 
and the hinder (6) is the shortest, but the two lateral are 


perfectly even, and there can be no doubt that their or- 


• Species Avium. “ Digiti omnes iruequalis,'* articles Chixaerhis and 
Phimus s the lattcr.the Musophaga of all other ornithologists. The attempt 
of this author to strike out the name of Musophaga from our systems, and 
substitute one of his own coinage, will be as futile as it is silly and pedantic. 
. I. 4 
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(Unary direction is in front, although not equally so, for 
the external toe (c) has a more sidelong direction than the 
inner, just as we see in the owls, the 
structure of whose foot we have already 
described: so far from this toe hieing 
sub-versatile, it cannot be brought 
even a quarter way round (rf) without 
an unnatural effort, so that its ordin- 
ary position (c) would he about dou- 
ble that distance from the middle toe, 
which is between the middle and the 
inner one. Tn support of this opinion 
we find that this outer toe is actuaUy 
connected to the middle one by a 
distinct membrane, as if to prevent it 
versatile power which is seen in the 
cuckows (^fig, 82.), where this membrane is completely 
wanting. Other writers, unacquainted, apparently, with 
the true structure of the Musophagidee, have imagined 
that these birds connected the order Rasorea with that of 
Insessores ; but we see nothing to justify this opinion, 
and very many facts and considerations against it. The 
feet are evidently a union of the perching and the aber- 
rant scansorial characters, without any of the rasorial. 

(131.) Having now attempted to define, with that 
precision which the present state of science demands, 
the numerous modifications in the form and functions 
of the feet in those groups belonging to the Insessorial 
order, we shall but slightly touch upon such as are 
peculiar to the others : we have done this briefly ; first, 
because the variations are much fewer, and secondly, 
because, the student will not have the same facilities of 
comparison, except in such species as are indigenous. 
Very many of the Rasorial, Grallatorial, and Natatorial 
genera are composed of very large birds, whose size 
excludes them from private coUections, and which can 
only be seen through the glazed cases, — often placed 
'in bad lights, and unfavourable situations, — of public 
museums. Where, as in Uiis case, the greatest accuracy 



from having that 
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of description is desired^ repeated personal examination 
is essentially necessary ; and this, under the above cir- 
cumstances^ cannot be always attained. 

(132.) Feet of the rasorial type, as we have before 
observed, are remarkable for their size and strength : 
this holds good in nearly all the rasorial types among 
the perchers ; but their fuU development is only met with 
in the order liamres itself. The habit of walking, even 
among the InaeasoreSy is always indicated by a leg whose 
tarsus is much longer than the hind toe. This is, conse- 
quently, a universal character in the Rasorial order, to 
which is added a smallness and elevation of this toe, not 
to be met with in the perching order. The lateral toes are 
always of equal length, and they are connected at their 
base to the middle one by a short web or membrane : now, 
was this membrane broader than it really is, it would 
obviously impede the free action of the joints of the toes ; 
but, by merely extending for a quarter of an inch or so, 
it gives strength and stability to the walk of the bird. 
The claws are altogether different from those of the 
perchers, because they perform different functions : they 
are very slightly bent, tliat they may not be injured in 
walking ; they are robust, because they are employed in 
scratching the ground, and they are greatly depressed, 
or rather horizontally flattened, that this function may 
be more effectually performed. The reader will find all 
these marks of discrimination in the claws of the par- 
" tridge ( jig. 83. a) when compared with 
^ those of the blackbird. The smallness 
jllT of the hind toe is not a peculiar char- 
1 1 acter of this order, but is common to the 
V two others which form the abberrant 
circle of the class; namely, the GraWutorcs and the A^ata- 
tores. But as this member is longer in the perching order, 
it is necessary that some of the rasorial birds should have 
it of an intermediate length, that the passage from one to 
the other should be eaay, and preserve the universal law 
of progressive development. We accordingly find that 
in the family of tlie Cracidcdy which connects the Inses^ 
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sores with the RnsoreSy the hinder toe is nearly as lonj? 
as in the cuckows, and is considerably more developed 
than in any other group of rasorial birds. We will say 
nothing of the genera Megapodius, Falmmdia, and 
Menura, whose feet are well known to be enormous; or 
of Opisthocomus, because specimens of these large and 
rare birds are not upon our table. Confining ourselves 
to the genus Pen elope y we may remark that the toes, 
considered by themselves, might lie taken for those of a 
cuckow, if the outer one was only versatile ; it is evident 
also, from the structure of the claws, that these birds 
are much more arl)oreal than their congeners, for their 
claws are more curved ; and from their lateral, and not 
iMrizontal compression, as well as from their acuteness, 
we conclude that they are very little, if at all employed 
in scratching the ground, their structure being similar 
to those of perchers, and adapted only for clinging. The 
foot, in fact, of the Penelope is not a rasorial, but an 
insessorial foot, for it does not possess any one of the 
rasorial characters. Even the hind toe, which, in all other 
rasorial birds, is raised above the heel, is here placed 
upon the mme level as the anterior toes {fig. 84.). That 
no ambiguity should rest on this fact, we beg to call the 
ornithologist’s attention to the particular species now 



before us, the P. aracuan of Spix (ii. pi. 74.), one of the 
most common of the genus. How ^is remarkable forma- 
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tion in the foot of the typical Cracidis should hitherto have 
been completely overlooked, — even by those who have 
speculated so much on the mode by which the liasores 
and the Inaeasores are united, — is somewhat extra- 
ordinary ; we can only account for it by the custom of ex- 
amining specimens set up in cases, or on branches, instead 
of preserving them in skins, in which state they can be 
handled in all directions. But however this may be, 
the fact itself decides the long-contested question as to 
which family of the Rnsores makes the nearest approach, 
or rather forms the passage to the hhsessores ; while, if 
this question be reversed, and it is asked which of the 
Inseftsores makes the nearest approach to the Rasores, 
we need only direct our search among some of the long- 
legged Brazilian cuckows, or at once point to the sin- 
gular genus Ophthommiis. 

(l.'l'l.) The ttpurs on the feet of Rasorial birds con- 
stitute one of the most remarkable peculiarities of the 
order. They are always placed on a line with the pos- 
terior scales, and appear externally ot a bony or horny 
substance, very sharp and conical in some species, and 
slightly curved, like a thorn, in others. These appen- 
dages characterise the male sex, and are used as weapons 
of defence and offence, chiefly in those battles which 
take place at the season of courtship. Thus they are 
analogous, and perform the same functions as the 
horns of the ruminating quadrupeds, which represent 
this order in the circle of the mammalia. It is very 
curious, indeed, to trace the numberless points of ana- 
logy between these two groups, and to see how nature 
herself, in despite of their different forms, makes them 
represent each other. Rasorial birds and ungulated 
quadrupeds ( Ungnlntd) are the only vertebrated animals* 
which defentl themselves by kicking at their eneAiies. 

(134.) The formation of the foot in the order of 
waders is rather more varied than in the last ; for it is 
in this group, the most alierrantof the class, that we find 

• The kangaroo also kicks ; but then it is a type of the Rasores, in the 
order Glires. Sec Classification of {Quadrupeds, p. 33:3. 
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more instances of the disappearance of the hind toe than 
elsewhere : in this order, also, we have some very remark- 
able forms, by which the passage from the simply webbed 
shape to the swimming foot is gradually and distinctly 
marked. The typical structure is found in the sand- 
pipers (7’riM^«),tatlers( and snipes (iSVo/o/ja.r), 

In these the three anterior toes are very long, slender, 
and deeply cleft to their base, and the lateral ones not 
much shorter than the middle ; the hinder toe is much 
shorter, proportionably, than in the Rattores, and is placed 
rather higher up the leg. The hallux, in fact, in all the 
above genera, and in most of the others, is obviously 
rudimentary, and therefore can in no wise be depended 
upon even as a distinction for a genus, notwithstanding 
the undue stress that has been laid upon it in two or 
three instances in the Regne Animal, But, as we quit 
the typical waders and approach the swimmers, we 
meet with feet totally different ; the most remarkable of 
these forms characterise the Phaleropes, the coots, the 
jacanas, and the rails : the two first are 
swimmers, the latter walkers, I'here 
may be observed in some of the tatlers a 
projecting margin or rim on each side of 
the anterior toes, which aj>pears to indicate 
in birds so formed, some little iiower 
of swimming: now this margin appears 
the first, or incipient development of the 
lobed foot of the Fhalerope hgperhoreus 
(Jig. 85.) ; the margin gradually enlarges in 
Ph. Wihmii •, and the toes are connected 
at their base by a short web ; a structure, as Dr. Rich- 
ardson well observes, which seems to fit it more for 
walking on the surface of marshes filled with aqua- 
tic moss (Sphagna), than for exercising the full powers 
of swimming possessed by Ph. hyperborem, and Fuli- 
carius. In these two species the membrane on each 
side the toes is not only enlarged, but divided into dis- 
tinct lobes, or deeply scalloped membranes ; the webs 
* Northern Zoology, vol. ii. p. 405. pi. 69. ; 
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also are now greatly enlarged, and embrace two joints of 
the outer, and one of the inner toe. In consequence of 
this structure, we find that both these birds are excel- 
lent swimmers. Of the first, the same observing natu- 
ralist says, It frequents shady ponds, in which it 
swims with ease and elegance; its attitudes much re- 
sembling those of the common teal, and, like that bird, 
it is continually dipping its bill into the water, picking 
up the small insects which constitute its food. P, Fuli^ 
carius “ was often seen swimming on the sea, far from 
land, on the northern expeditions.”* 

(135.) The (Joots (Fiilica) have their feet con- 
structed on the same principle as the Phnleropes : they 
arc well known to be most expert divers and swimmers, 
but such bad walkers, that they appear to stagger in 
their gait, and use their wings as flappers. In no part 
of the world have we seen this bird in such abundance 
as on the lakes of Leontini, in the island of Sicily: 
flocks of 400 or 500 are very often seen sailing on the 
larger lake <luring the day, but so shy that it requires 
great skill for the sportsman to approach them : upon 
being fired at, the greatest number immediately dive. 
For this operation their foot is admirably fitted. Next 
to the jacanas, it has the largest claws among the rail 
family; the middle toe often measuring four inches, 
while the size and strength of the whole foot is 
unexampled in the Grallatorial order: the hind toe, 
however, is more like that of a duck, and hence we find 
that, although the. coot dives anil swims admirably, it 
walks with difficulty and unsteadiness. The external 
toe has two, and the middle three, lobes on each side, 
each pair distinctly divided ; these correspond with the 
number of the joints : the lobes on the inner toe are all 
united, and the number of four can only be traced by 
the articulations, and by the margin of the membrane 
being very slightly scolloped adjoining thereto : the claws 
are moderately long, strong, very acute, and nearly 
straight. 


• Northern Zoology, vol. ii. p. 407. 
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( 1 36.) The most extraordinary shaped foot among the 
Grallatorial birds is that of the jacanas, or spur- winged 
water-hens. These birds, whose geographic range 
appears restricted to the tropical latitudes of both hemi- 
spheres, are particularly common on the low and in- 
undated grounds of llrazil ; and we have frecpiently 
seen twenty of them at once, in different parts of a 
swamp, walking almost upon the water. Sucli, at least, 
is their appearance ; and, although startling to one who 
is a stranger to their habits, the deception can be thus 
explained : — More than two- thirds of the surface of these 
swamps, where the water is generally shallow, is partially 
covered with the broad leaves of water lilies and other 
aquatic plants : it is upon these that the jacana walks 
while seeking the acjuatic insects upon which it feeds. 
It is clear, however, that, to accomplish this, it must 
have a very peculiar shaped foot; for, otherwise, the bird 
would sink in the soft mud below by its own weight. 
The toes and claws are therefore developed to a most ex- 
traordinary length, in order that the bird should be sup- 
ported by the great extent of surface which its foot covers. 
The African jacana*, whose body is about the size of 



our green woodpecker, has yet such an enormous foot, 
that its fore toes measure no less than three inches and a 
quarter, and its hind one 86. «) two inches and a 
half ; the claws are obviously constructed for the sole 
purpose of supporting the bird upon a smooth and level 
plain : they are perfectly straight, and of such uncom- 
mon length, that the hinder one measures at least 
two inches. By this remarkable structure the bird is 
enabled to walk upon half floating leaves, which would 
* Zoological Ulus. vol. ii.,pL2. 
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themselves sink, and plunge any other sort of bird into 
the water not one third the weight of the jacana ; who 
thus appears, at a distance — where its fragile support is 
not seen — to walk upon the surface of the lake. It is 
precisely upon this principle that the snow shoes of the 
Canadians are constructed, by which they are enabled to 
walk with ease upon the snow, whatever may be its 
depth beneath. The foot of the rails {Rallidce), whose 
habits lead them to the edges of muddy ponds, and who 
habitually live in marshes and swampy grounds, exhibit 
a subdued modification of the same structure : the toes 
are remarkably long ; but as these birds roost upon the 
low boughs which overhang the water, and even in trees 
eight or ten feet from the ground, their claws {fig, 86. b) 
are consequently small in comparison, and sufficiently 
curved to render them instruments of prehension. It is 
quite evident that this family {Rallidce) is the scan- 
sorial group of the Grallatores, and equally represent 
the CmcidcB,* 

(187«) For a swimming, or natatorial foot, we have 
been prepared by the genera Phalaropuft, Fidica, and 
Podoa : the last of wliich is perhaps the connecting link 
between the Rallidts and ihs AnatitUe, or ducks: the long 
legs, however, of the waders 
are still continued to the Fla-^ 
mingo, the most aberrant type 
of the circle of the Anatidee, 
to which, in every other re- 
spect, it has an intimate and 
unquestionable affinity, as will 
subsequently more fully ap- 
j)ear when we come to the 
Anatine circle. The typical 
form of a natatorial foot is to 
have the tarsus very shurt, the 
tliree anterior toes lengtliened, and united by a mem- 

* Ftg. 8fi. c represents the bill of a most singular rail from Senegal ; 
'while the hinder toe and claw (<l) docs not differ in the least (tom that of 
Uie generality of the species (A). It is our liajlus carinaiua of the Ap- 
pendix, and of the '* Eirds of Western Africa." 
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branaceous web^ which extends to their extremities ; by 
this means it is transformed into a paddle or oar^ 
and it is found that all birds having a foot thus con- 
structed, are better swimmers than, those of any other 
order. Superiority in diving, however, seems to require 
a structure of foot more similar to that of the coot ; for 
in this respect no genus is so highly gifted as the 
grebes {fig. 8?.) 

(138.) The webbed form of foot is the most prevalent 
in the natatorial order ; but it has three or four modifi- 
cations which deserve notice. When this structure is ac- 
companied with a more than usual length of tarsus, and 
the thigh is naked just above the knee, we may feel 
assured that the power of walking is superadded to 
that of swimming. Every one knows how awkwardly 
a duck walkd^ or ^ther waddles, in comparison to the 
goose : this difference entirely arises from the length of 
their if^Sj^ctive tarsi j that of the former is very short ; 
that of the latter much longer. Hence the damingo, 
which has the longest legs in the Natatorial order, is so 
good a walker that it only swims occasionally. It is 
by this formation that the gulls so materially differ from 
their congeners the terns, whose very short and weak 
legs are incapable of traversing the ^ore in search of 
those marine animals which tlie gulls walk after, and 
collect at each ebb of the tide. We have seen that the 
grebes, which are the most expert divers, have their 
hind toe broad and lobed. As an additional proof that 
such a form, although not essential to swimming, is yet, 
in some inexplicable way or other, very important to 
great powers of diving, we need only look to the oceanic 
ducks of the sub-family FuligulincB, which are only dis- 
tinguished in external structure from their brethren of 
the rivers {Anatince) by having their hind toe broad 
and lobed, which the fresh water ducks have not. It is 
well known that, while the former dive with great ex- 
pertness, the latter do so but seldom. 7 

(139*) In the penguins and the cormorants the 
hinder toe differs from that of all the other natatorial 
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families, in lieinp; placed almost as forward as in the swifts. 
We know too little of the manners of these birds in their 
watery element, to conjecture the sort of influence this 
structure would exercise during the act of swimming. It 
seems, however, from the united testimony of voyagers, 
that when upon land the penguin’s attitude is perfectly 
erect : indeed, it could not be otherwise, the legs l)eing 
placed so far back, and past the equilibrium of the l)ody. 
The same position is assumed by the cormorants when 
•watching for their jjrcy ; and yet the form of the hind 
toe in these two genera is so different, that this general 
character in their habits will not cx])lain 
the reason of the variation. In the penguin 
SS.) the tarsus is so short as almost 
to be confounded with the sole of the 
foot ; and it is j)robahly rested uj}on the 
ground for its whole length when the 
bird walks, just as in the hear and other 
])lantigrade quadrupeds ; it is also re- 
markably broad : the bind toe is placed in 
front, and on the inner margin ; but it is 
so unusually small, that, but for its short, 
hut well defined claw, it would not be 
perceived. This claw is without any vestige of a web, 
or of a lobe, and is quite disconnected with the others: 
of the three anterior toes, the middle is the longest, 
the outer rather less, and the inner by far the 
shortest. The whole foot is remarkably flattened, being 
near twice as broad as it is thick, as if to enable the 
bird to cover a greater, breadth of ground than ordinary. 
The cormorant’s foot agrees in having the hinder toe 
brought forward ; but here its similarity to that of the 
penguin ceases. The tarsus is somewhat longer, and 
instead of being compressed in front, is comjjressed on 
the sides ; the toes are long, and so arrangerl in their 
relative lengths, that the outermost is the longest, anil 
the throe others rapidly diminish in length ; all four 
being connected to each other by n membrane which 
reaches to the claws. From this it would appear that such 
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a foot is more adapted for swimming than that of the 
penguin ; and yet it is asserted by voyagers that these 
latter birds swim with such amazing rapidity that they 
will pursue and overtake even fishes ; upon which, in- 
deed, tliey chiefly live. This fact would be perfectly 
incredible, did it not explain indirectly the true use of 
the abortive wings of these singular birds, which being 
used as fins, gives them this superiority of swimming 
over all other birds ; and confers upon them the pos- 
session of four members for this express purpose, w'hen 
all other birds have only two. I'hat law of nature per- 
vading every part of the animal creation, which pre- 
serves the balance of powers and of faculties, by giving 
additional power to one organ, if another is unusually 
W’eak, is no where more strikingly and wonderfully dis- 
played than in the penguin and the frigate pelican ( 7Vi- 
dupt't(iif). The one is, perhaps, the longest, and the 
other the shortest, winged bird in creation, and yet it is 
in these very members that the law in qui*stion is de- 
monstrated. The feet of both birds, upon land, can do 
no more than barely support the body ; but, to com- 
pensate for this apparent deficic^ncy, nature lins thrown 
such additional powers into their wings, that all other 
birds must confess their own inferiority. Anri yet these 
powers are of a totally different kind ; nay, they are the 
very antipodes of each other. 'I'hc penguins would 
seem to make their way under water with almost the 
same celerity as the swallow does in the air ; but this 
is entirely owing to the peculiar structure of their w'ings. 
In the air the bird is utterly helpless, and would fall to 
the ground like a lump of lead. Now the Tachipetes 
has a foot even still more useless for all other purposes 
than the penguin ; it is fully as short, yet the mem- 
brane between the toes, from scarcely reaching to the 
first joint, precludes the bird from swimming : its foot, 
in short, like that of the humming-bird, is a mere in- 
strument of rest to support the body. How then, it 
may be asked, does the bird live. It may almost be 
said to live in the air. Its immense extent of wing. 
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when compared to the size of the body, is almost with - 
out parallel, excepting, perhaps,in the swifts. The flight 
of the eagle, strong, majestic, and beautiful, as it cer- 
tainly is, cannot be compared to that of the frigate 
birds cither for grace, celerity, or loftiness. Few will 
be disposed to believe this assertion until, hy crossing 
the tropics, they become eye witnesses of the astonishing 
powers of flight which nature has bestowed on these 
birds. They seem to delight in that war of elements 
wliich would overpower almost all other birds, but 
which to them appears the season of pastime. At one 
moment the frigate bird may be barely perceptible as 
a moving speck above the mast, while the next, a sudden 
splash in the wave will tell that it has fallen upon a fish, 
or caught one that had been previously captured by the 
l)oobic, who had relinquished it on the appearance of 
this irresistible flyer. It has been said, and we be- 
lieve the fact, that the frigate bird has been seen near 
a thousand miles from any known land, for tlie rapidity 
with which it flies appeared to us far greater than that 
of the swallow, and to be effected with scarcely any 
motion or beating of the wings. Thus has nature ad- 
hered to her law. No birds in this order are gifted 
with such extraordinary powers in their wings as these 
two ; and to no birds are the usual functions of the 
feet so much denied. 

( 1 40.) The soxG or the language of birds, has been 
a subjcctof fruitful speculation among the French writers, 
and a useful abstract of what they have advanced will 
be found in some of our recent compilations ; neverthe- 
less, there is much of error, and some exageration, in these 
statements. The subject is in many respects interesting, 
but, as it is more physiological than scientific, we shall 
in this place treat it with brevity : passing over what 
has already been published, for the purpose of treating 
the subject with reference to the natural classification of 
these songsters. The powers of voice are certainly 
greater in birds, when their size is considered, than in 
any other class of animals, or even in man. This 
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fact is established by experience, and by comparative 
anatomy : we know that the crowing of a cock may be 
licard at a far greater distance than the shout of a man, 
even had he the lungs of Stentor, and it may be even 
questioned whether the same remark may not be appli- 
cable to the full and sonorious warbling of the thrush. 
We have no data to estimate the comparative loudness 
of voice between quadrupeds ami birds, in proportion to 
their sizes : nor is it very material to labour upon such 
nice distinctions. It is only in these two typical classes 
of the vertebrated circle, if we except the hissing of ser- 
])ents, and the croaking of frogs, that tlie voice is suf- 
liciently developed to emit sounds, audible and definite. 
The voice of many quadrupeds is capable of different 
degrees of intonation which, as they are understood by 
their kind, is without doubt a language. The lowing 
of the cow, w^hen slowly wending “o’er the lea,” to the 
farm yard, is very different from that which it titters 
when separated from its young ; and, again, from the 
liellowiugs of fear or of rage. In the dog, how many 
varied intonations will be found; but it is among 
birds alone that these sounds assume harmonious grada- 
tions. Ilut has nature restricted the power of uttering 
sounds to the vertebrated circle ? Every entomologist 
knows the contrary. A large portion of the natural order 
of Hemiptera Lin., among insects, arc, perhaps, the most 
noisy beings in creation ; nor is this noise altogether 
unmusical : the ancients, indeed, so much admired the 
shrill chirpings of the Cicada, that one of their poets 
has made this insect the subject of an ode. Now the 
order Hemiptera, in the circle of the class Ptilola, or 
winged insects, occupies precisely the same station as the 
class of birds fills in the circle of the vertebrata. So 
that nature, ever true to her beautiful system of repre- 
sentation, makes the llemiptei'a, by this peculiar faculty, 
to be the birds of the insect world : both perch upon trees 
and both sing (though by different means), for a long 
continuance, and in their most alluring notes, during the 
season of courtship. Detach the Cicadas from the 
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llfmiipfera of Linnaeus, as some entomologists have lately 
clone, anil this most beautiful and perfect analogy is al- 
together lost. 

( 1 41 .) Without attempting to assign causes for every 
thing \vv see in nature*, it may safely be affirmed that 
one, at least, of the reasons why so much strength of 
voice has b(?en given to the feathered creation, is, for 
tile purpose of mutual recognition and companionship. 
Quadrupeds living upon the ground, when in quest of 
their mates, can discover them by sight, and by smell, for 
this latter faculty they enjoy in a much higher degree 
than birds — besides, they do not wander so far or so 
often from each other, anil even then, being more or less 
exposed, they may be detected by the sight, or at most by 
a slight exertion of the voice. But with birds the case 
is far difterent : they separate from their fellows at wider 
distances, and even when comparatively near they can- 
not recognise each other (at least those of the arboreal 
tribes) by reason of their diminutive size, and the foliage 
ol; trees or plants. Hence it will be observed that the 
sexes of those species which habitually live together at all 
seasons, utter at intervals a peculiar sort of twitter when- 
ever they quit one tree for another, as if to keep their 
mates constantly informed of every fresh movement. We 
particularly remarked this fact in a pair of bullfincheG 
which crossed our ])ath in a shady lane this morning : 
sometimes they were both on the same side of the hedge, 
and sometimes opposite each other, never separating to a 
greater distance than fifteen or twenty yards: when 
nearer, this calling note was not heard, but so soon as 
one flew to another bush, in search of fresh food, it ap- 
prised its companion, who immediately followed. The 
same little signal notes are used by perching birds, 
which feed in societies, as the goldfinch and long-tailed 
titmouse, no less than by the wren in the spring, when 
exploring with its mate the best spot for erecting their 
new nest, or gathering materials for its construction. In 
autumn, however, this latter bird is solitary, and it flits 
across our path, or explores the tangled hedge, a silent 
M 3 
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and a solitary rambler. That this is the chief reason of 
the great development of the voice in birds, will he 
further manifested by looking to the Mycetes, or howl- 
ing monkeys of Brazil. The Brazilian hunters assert 
that those whose voices are the most powerful are soli- 
tary, and that they do not live, like the other monkeys, in 
troops. When in quest of their mates, they ascend one 
of the lofty trees of the forest, and from thence send 
forth those hideous howls, which can l)e heard at a dis- 
tance of near a mile. This cry is always made after 
sunset; so that, although we frequently heard it, the 
nature of the trackless and almost impenetrable forests 
where these monkeys reside rendered it dangerous, if not 
impossible, to verify this account by personal observa- 
tion. There is strong analogy, however, in support of 
the fact ; for, as neither sight or smell would at all serve 
this quadruped for the accomplishment of the alleged 
object, the powers of voice have been wonderfully in- 
creased, precisely upon the principle that it is highly 
developed in the generality of birds. 

( 1 42.) The musical intonation of the voice in birds 
does not appear connected with any function absolutely 
necessary (as in the last case) to its well-being, but is 
rather a faculty given them to increase their enjoyment 
and happiness. There can be no doubt, as we shall 
presently see, that this faculty is intimately connected 
with that of love, in the season of incubation ; but the sen- 
sibility and the sentimentality of BufFon and his lively 
countrymen is carried too far, when they assert that 
the song of birds is nothing but the expression of love, 
and that after the time of incubation the woods are in 
general silent.* It is really time that the historians of 
nature, at least, should throw aside these and similar 
fictions, which have either been long refuted, or which 
the slightest knowledge of the subject is sufficient to 
dispel into thin air." It is very true, that as the 
autumn, in our northern climates, advances, the wood 


* Griffith’s Cuvier. 
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arc in general silent ; and it would be strange^ indeed, 
if they were not, seeing that the greatest part of our 
song birds have taken their departure ! Had a little 
further inquiry been made, there are many travellers 
who could have told Buffon, that in more genial climates, 
and especially between the tropics, the forests resound 
all the year round with the notes of birds, both before 
and after the season of incubation, while the autumnal 
song of the robin, long after that period, jrefutes the 
idea that birds do not naturally indulge themselves in 
this delightful harmony except in the season of court- 
ship. The faculty, in short, is indicative of general 
pleasure, for we see it exerted at all seasons by canaries 
and other birds kept in cages, where food and warmth 
is provided. It is, of course, most apparent, in our 
latitudes, in the spring, when all nature seems to burst 
again into life, and the instinct of reproduction pervades 
both the vegetable and the animal world. Whether or 
not the power has been given more especially to the 
male, for the purpose of attracting the female, in the 
first instance, may be a matter of doubt ; but that this 
faculty is intended to solace her during the long, and 
otherwise tedious, period of incubation, cannot be ques- 
tioned. Few persons are aware that the common house 
swallow has one of the most varied and long continued 
songs of all those birds which come to us in summer. 
A pair of these have now for four years built their nest 
within three yards of our study window, and while the 
female is sitting, the male perches on an adjacent 
prominence, and continues to solace her, and please 
himself, at frequent intervals, all the day long. Our 
little wren, on the other hand, seems to send forth his 
quick and sharp song in the spring, from the mere 
overflow of animal spirits, and at times when he is 
completely alone, and flitting from hedge to thicket in 
search of insects. 

(143.) To attempt the description of the different 
modes of singing, or more properly of the different 
languages of birds, is quite impossible, even would our 
H 4 
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Space admit of the discussion. Almost every bird has 
a peculiar language, understood only by its kind. The 
notes of all birds, indeed, are of two very different 
sorts. One may be compared to speaking, the other 
to singing ; the first of these probably pervades the 
whole feathered creation, for there is no birds yet dis- 
covered which, even so far as they have been observed 
by man, are altogether silent. The power of song, 
however, is confined, comparatively, hut to few, all of 
which belong to the two great typical onlers of the 
class, the liaptoreft and the The gallinaceous 

birds, however, have by far the loudest voice, while 
that of the waders and of the swimmers can be com- 
pared only to a scream. Few persons would suspect 
that any of the rapacious birds possessed the faculty of 
song, for the hoot of the owl is ]>robably only a call or 
signal to its mate, and cannot be supposed to recreate 
itself. Vultures are still more taciturn, at least we 
never heard them utter, in Brazil, more than a grutf 
mw. But there is a species of falcon, discovered by Le 
Vailliant in the interior of Africa, and named by him 
IjC Faucon Chanteur,* which is a remarkable and 
almost a unique instance of melody in a bird of prey : 
the sexes arc truly conjugal, living together at all 
seasons : the song of the male is particularly strong 
when the female is sitting on the nest ; he will then 
solace her for hours together, beginning with the dawn 
and continuing at intervals until sunset ; nay, so com- 
pletely is this bird the nightingale of the rapacious 
order, that its song is not unfrequently heard during 
the greatest part of the night. Jt would seem that this 
falcon belongs to the Accipetrine group of the family, 
which represents the Insesmres in its circle, and thus 
the analogy already remarked between birds and he- 
mipterous insects is continued to the circle of the 
Raptor es. 

( 1 44.) Melody of voice may be considered altogether 
peculiar to the vast order of perchers, for the only ex- 
• Ois. de I’Afrique, vqI. L p. 117. 
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ception to this law, we at present know, is the instance 
just cited. Yet, although the Insessorial birds are thus 
distinguished, the faculty is restricted to certain families, 
while it is totally denied to others. The Deiitirostral 
tribe is more es])ecially distinguished in this respect, for 
in that group we have the whole of the thrushes, mock- 
birds, warblers, nightingales, robins, &c. The Coni- 
rostral tribe, in the typical examples, does not contain 
many songsters ; but in such groups as blend into the 
adjoining tribe, we have the whole family of finches, 
which includes the bullfinches, linnets, goldfinches, 
canaries, and all the thick-billed songsters, whose strong 
and varied notes are commonly heard in the woods of 
Europe. It appears difficult among so many songsters, 
each varying in its style and intonation, to decide which 
family is entitled to the most pre-eminent station. The 
chirping school, however, must give place to the war- 
bling style of the thrushes and the nightingales, whose 
full and rich melodies are certainly superior to the notes 
of the canary. But when to the perfection of the 
thrush is superadded the power of imitating the notes 
of all others, tlie mockbird (^Orpheus polt/glof tun) must 
be entbroned as the queen of the feathered songsters. 
The astonishing vocal jiowers possessed by this cele- 
liratcd bird liave been dwelt upon by one whose de- 
scription unites the truth of prose with the feelings and 
beauty of poetry. The English reader may be inclined 
to think the picture of tbe American mockbird drawn 
by \V ilson, is somewhat too highly coloured ; hut even 
admitting this, for the sake of argument, still the simple 
fact would remain, that this species can naturally imitate, 
‘^to the life,'' the song of every other bird, almost of every 
animal, which it once hears, while at the same time it pos- 
sesses a rich and peculiar song of its own. We cannot 
say thus much of any European biril, and their powers 
are consequently inferior. Birds possessing this natural 
habit of imitation are not, however, confined to the genus 
Orpheim, Some of the shrikes employ this faculty for 
the purpose, we may conjecture, of alluring small birds 
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within their reach ; while in one or two of the hang- 
nests (Icterinre) it is used, probably, as a recreation, since 
these birds feed only upon fruit and insects. One of 
the Brazilian water-chats (F/m^icoln) is also stated to 
possess the same faculty. But setting these, and a few 
other isolated exceptions aside, we shall find that, out of 
twenty-five families of birds composing the order of the 
perchers, five only may be said to enjoy the faculty of 
melodious singing to any great extent ; three of these 
are in the tribe of Dentirostres, and consist of the 
thrushes (^Merulidte^y warblers (^Sylvmd/e), and such 
part of the chatterers (^Ampelidaf) as compose the 
genera Fireo and Pachycephala. The remaining two 
are the finches (^Fringillidce)^ and the starling (^Stur- 
nid(e), in the adjacent circle of the conirostral tribe 
(^Coniroatreit), Both series, however, are conterminous, 
for they follow each other without the intervention 
of any other family : thus showing, that however par- 
tially nature has distributed this gift, she has acted with 
all the regularity of system in its allotment. The in- 
stances just before cited of the swallow and the wren, 
neither of which birds are within the limits alluded to, 
does not invalidate the general force of this rule, but 
must be rather looked upon, like that of the musical 
falcon, as resemblances of analogy, ratlier than as 
marked deviations from a general law. 

(145.) Of the remaining families of perching birds 
it may be more correctly said that their voice is re- 
stricted to the use of language, or in other words, is 
employed only to express their wants or their desires. 
The crow does not sing, but every field naturalist must 
have remarked how much its caws are varied when the 
bird is engaged in different occupations : this is par- 
ticularly observable during their flight, when two or 
three companies meet in the air, and when the whole are 
obviously reconnoitering the fields below them, and 
consulting where they should next alight. To the 
ordinary pedestrian, all these curious, if not interesting, 
traits are lost ; but we know not a more agreeable rest. 



strength of voice. 


171 


after a long spring day walk^ than a sunny bank of 
primroses^ where we can watch the varied evolutions of 
different companies of these birds, and ‘‘ idly speculate" 
upon the meaning of their language, by the results 
which follow. Sometimes a single crow will leave the 
flanks of its company, and after uttering two or three 
cawsy in a very peculiar tone, wheel off in a totally dif- 
ferent direction to that in which the rest Are going, 
without turning to see whether his companions will 
follow him ; hut tlie signal is not lost to the leaders of 
the company ; they turn the column, and, after a semi- 
circular evolution, they all follow after the instigator of 
the movement, who is then, perhaps, a quarter of a 
mile ahead. Human language cannot speak more plainly 
than this ; it is the expression and the communication 
of ideas, and yet the crow is destitute of the power of 
singing. Further instances are quite unnecessary to 
show the radical difference between the two sorts of 
language in birds ; a distinction which those who have 
written on the subject seem to have completely over- 
looked. 

(146.) Strength of voice is^ one of the characteristics 
of the Rasorial order, and of its types through the whole 
of the Insessorial circles; but the volume of sound which 
they utter, is not only devoid of all melody, but is 
monotonous and discordant. The crowing of the cock, 
although in some measure pleasing from poetic or other 
associations, is nevertheless harsh and grating to the ear, 
particularly if often repeated, while the cackle of the 
hen is quite as tireing and monotonous as the clapper 
of a mill. The natural cries of the parrot family are 
only loud and hideous screams, which echo through 
their native woods, and stun the visitors of menageries. 
Turkeys, partridges, and peasants, have more or less 
the same character of voice, so that the only harmony 
to be found among the whole of the Basores must be 
looked for in the most aberrant family — the pigeons, 
whose cooing is particularly soft and soothing. We 
may trace the discordant voice of the true Rasorial birds 
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through nearly all others which represent them among 
the perchersi Thus, for instance, the long-legged 
thrushes {Crateropodinre) are the loudest of their tribe, 
and oi\e spe^s, the Donacohtus vociferans* of Brazil, 
is supK.iit perpetual monotonous and discordant babbler, 
that we^have frequently rushed out of the house to 
'drive it away. The Fluvicola nengeta, a water-chat of 
the same Country, *is stated to have a loud and most 
disagreeable voice.f AV^e can certify this to be a fact in 
regard to the genus Sgnalltu'is, for we have named a 
species from this very circumstance.:!: Similar instances 
are found in the genera Frachi/ptts, Se'/b'inm, and many 
others ; setting aside the wild scream of the wood- 
peckers, which are much more discordant than that of 
the jay. The parrots we have already mentioned. 
Now each and all of these groups are Hasorial type's, 
that is to say, they represent the gallinaceous birds in 
their own circles ; and while they tend to show that 
the voices of birds have been regulated by fixed laws, 
they serve for a list of the most discordant l.irds in 
creation. The wild notes of the wading and the swim- 
ming tribes are too partially known to admit of any 
general conclusions being at present drawn respecting 
them ; and, in a work of this nature, detached facts are 
only introduced when they illustrate others of more 
general imjiort. 

(147-) The power of imitation , or of mocking, is 
either natural, or is acquired in a state of ca])tivity. VV"e 
have touched upon the former because it belongs to the 
7iatural history of a bird; but we have no space to enter 
upon the various acquirements in which tame birds, by 
dint of perseverance, have been instructed. Several 
species, to whom melody has been denied, and others 
whose natural language is monotonous and discordant, 
have been taught to whistle tunes and to pronounce 
human words. The crow family and die starlings, but 

• Zool. Ulus. ii. 72. 

+ See L.itha7n’8 Synopsis, on the authority (»f Maregrave. 

^ Zool. Ulus. i. Synailaxis garrulus, pi. 138. 
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more espc'cially the parrots, are well-known to be sus- 
ceptible of these sorts of acquirements ; the superiority 
of the latter, in this respect, can be traced to the pre- 
eminent docility which characterises the ilasorial type of 
nature, whether seen in the parrot, the fo^ls, or the 
ruminating quadrupeds. . 

(148.) In reference to the peculiarly loud and dis- 
cordant voices of the Ilasorial types among birds, we 
may draw the reader’s attention to the singular fact, that 
the very same ])rinciple is to be traced in the order 
of quadrupeds which represent the llnaores ; namely the 
Ungulata^ which is typically represented by the rumin- 
ating animals. 1’hc loud bellowing of all the different 
species of oxen, buffaloes, and large antelopes, afford a 
striking contrast to the comparative feebleness of voice 
in most other quadrupeds. The lion is the greatest ex- 
ception, and it has no more influence to invalidate this 
argument, than the musical falcon has to overthrow that 
whicli proves tiie Insessorial birds to bo the musical 
order. There is nothing gentle or harmonious in the 
bellowing of oxen, although, from custom and the asso- 
ciation of ideas, it is not at airdisagreeable. The roar 
of a bull we kno^v is terrific, and that of a bison must 
he ».*qually so ; and if not sujierior, v/e should think 
fully equal in strength to that of a lion. 

(14f).) The NESTS of birds is the last subject which 
strictly belongs to this part of our treatise ; and al- 
though it is replete with much of scientific as well as of 
popular interest, our space will not permit us to treat it 
otherwise than in a general way. W'^ith the exception 
of the beavers and a few of the mouse-like Glim, birds 
arc the only vertebrated animals which construct tem- 
porary habitations. In this peculiarity we have an ad- 
ditional point of analogy between them and the winged 
class (Ptilota) of insects. This instinct seems to be a 
necessary consequence of their oviparous nature ; for, as 
warmth is essential to the hatching of the egg, it is 
obvious, that, were all to be exposed to the heat of the 
sun, bke those of the ostrich, no eggs could be matured 
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in tfeinperate and uncertain climates like our own ; or 
where there was little or no sand to protect them from 
observation and external injury. Hence it is that 
nature has endowed these little architects with an 
instinctive knowledge of fabricating temporary al)odes, 
which are often patterns of skill and contrivance ; and, 
when we consider the fabricators, almost miracles of 
execution. And yet this faculty, like most others, is 
neither given to all, or in the same degree to such as 
possess it. Hence we see as great a variety in the form 
and construction of nests, as in the situations in Avhich 
they are placed. All writers on the subject have ob- 
served this, which is indeed apparent even among our 
native birds ; but no one seems to have had any idea 
that in this infinite diversity, there is every rcfison to 
believe as much order and system exists as can be found 
in the form and structure of the birds themselves. 
Some birds build in trees, some upon the ground, some 
beneath the surface, and some not at all. Kach of these 
again present us with a diversity of operations, of forms, 
and of circumstances, all calculated to display that end- 
less and astonishing variety which gives such a charm 
to creation, and silently, though emphatically, speaks of 
its great and wonderful Author. 

(l.'iO.) We shall commence our remarks on the sub- 
ject with such birds as build their nests upon trees, and 
which may be therefore termed arboreal. Of these 
there are many sorts, differing both in form, construc- 
tion, and situation. Now as this art is one of the grand 
characteristics oF the feathered creation, we are naturally 
led, by analogy of reasoning, to expect that it will be most 
conspicuous in that particular order which shows us, in 
every other tjuality, the perfection of the class. In this 
we shall not be disapi)ointed ; for the most elaborately 
constructed nests are those of the Insessorial birds ; that 
order, in fact, which is pre-eminent hoth in faculties, 
in song, and in building. Previous, however, to enter- 
ing upon this extensive order, we shall briefly notice that 
of the RaptoreSy or birds of prey, premising that in 
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whatever circle they are placed, nearly all groups or 
forms which represent the Insessores, are the most per- 
fectly typical of that particular sort of nidification which 
is most general in their own circle. 

(15J.) The nests of Raptorial birds are seldom met 
with : this arises both from the comparative rarity of 
the birds themselves, and from the secresy or loftiness 
of their situations. Our information, therefore, upon 
the greater part of the species, even those which are 
natives of Europe, is very defective : the best modern 
work on European ornithology scarcely informs us of 
any thing more tlian that the majority build in lofty 
trees or inaccessible rocks or precipices, without even 
stating wliether the nest is composed of a natural cavity, 
or labricated by the bird. Jt cannot, indeed, be ex- 
pected that field ornithologists should risk life and limb 
in order to ascertain such points. ^Vc merely advert 
to the fact as explanatory of our defective information, 
and the impossibility of generalising our remarks to the 
extent that might be wished. Even when our system- 
atic writers allude to the nests of these birds, it is gene- 
rally from hearsay, or from the vague accounts of ill- 
informed travellers or other persons. Such accounts 
cannot, in consequence, be depended upon, particularly 
if they arc* at variance with the testimony of such men 
asAzara, AV^ilson, Hutchins*, Richardson, and Montague. 
Of the nidification, for instance, of the different genera 
of vultures, we know absolutely nothing further than the 
account of the Cathnrtes aura given by AV'ilson, who 
says that it makes no nest whatsoever, but deposits its 
eggs on the rotten w ood of the excavated slumps, or 
the top part of the broken hollow of a tree. Eagles 
seem to be tlie most perfect builders of their order, 
fabricating strong and capacious nests from the materials 
used : these nests appear to be rude, but they are, in 
reality, not more so than tliose of the most delicate l*as- 

* Doth Pennant and Latham are indebted for all their knowleduo of the 
manners of the Northern American birds to the patient and atcuratc ob- 
servations of this little known, but truly eminent, ornithologist. Se 
Northern Zoology, vol. ii. preface by Dr. Richardson. 
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serine bird. Could we magnify^ for instance, the nest 
of a chaffinch to the same dimensions as that of an 
eS^le, it ivould appear just as coarse, the delicate grass 
and moss of the one would be as thick as the twigs and 
sticks of the other ; the difference, in short, is not in 
the degree of skill that is employed, hutln the materials 
which are used; and these latter are proportioned to 
the size and weiglit of the bird wliich is to lodge within. 
There is as much difference, in point of delicate mate- 
rials, between the nest of the chaffinch and the hum- 
ming bird, as between the former and that of the crow ; 
and it would be Utterly out of character that an eagle 
should construct its habitation of moss, lichens, and 
such slender materials as could not possibly su])port 
the weight it was intended to bear. We merely intro- 
duce these remarks to do away with the impression — 
certainly erroneous — that because the nests of eagles 
and some other large birds are rude,” that is, of strong 
materials, they are const'quently ill or carelessly made. 
It would seem, from all we can gather from authors, 
that the nests of eagles are exposed, that is, built either 
on the loftiest tr(*cs, or upon the ledges of rocks ; such, 
at least, are the situations chosen by the golden and the 
white-headed eagle : of the latter, l^r. llichardson says, 
that it makes a rude nest of sticks, lined with hay, 
on the ledge of some inaccessible rock, generally over- 
hanging a rapid (the reach of a river),^or in a lofty 
and solitary tree.”* The typical falcons, on the other 
hand, build theirs in the natural excavations of old 
trees : this has been observed of the kestrel ; and 
Wilson, speaking of the sparx'criusj says that its 

nest is formed in the hollow of a tree, pretty high 
up, where the top, or a Large limb, is broken off.** TJie 
Accepitrine hawks, closely allied to the last, choose the 
same situations ; but in what manner — that is, the de- 
gree of skill — the nest is made does not appear. In- 
deed, it may be even questioned whether they fabricate 
any nest ; for birds which, like the kestrel, breed in the 

* Northern Zoology, vol. ii. 
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holes of rocks*/' very often deposit their eggs among 
the loose and decayed vegetable substances that are gene- • 
rally found within. The buzzards differ materially 
from the three preceding groups of falcons in their nidl- 
dcation^ no less than in their general structure ; for 
their nest is either placed upon^ or very near to the 
ground. Thus Bewick remarks that the nest of the 
moor buzzard is placed a little above the surface, or on 
hillocks covered with thick herbage, while that of the 
Circus cyamus is stated to be placed on the ground : 
the American variety builds indifferently on the ground, 
or on low bushes.t The common buzzard seems to differ 
materially from the foregoing, inasmuch as it builds 
in trees. It may be questioned, however, whether this 
species really belongs to the Buteonhiaiy for its man- 
ners, in other respects, are totally different from such 
falcons as hunt, like swallows, for their prey. As to the 
iiidification of the kites, we can find no account suffi- 
ciently explicit to be <iuoted as an authority. Meagre 
as our materials are, yet see that, so far as they ap» 
pear authentic, there is presumptive evidence that each 
family, or group, even among the falcons, have a pe- 
culiarity of niditi cation, which a better acquaintance 
with other species would substantiate by more numerous 
examples. The owls are no less peculiar ; whether they 
deposit their eggs in a tree, or in a building, or upon 
the ground, a hole is always selecte<l for the purpose ; 
and the great majority, if not the whole, never appear 
to construct any nest. We shall subsequently have oc- 
casion to advert to this fact. 

(152.) The order of Perchers not only comprehei]|ds 
nearly the whole of the remaining arboreal builders, 
but contains examples of all the other modes of nidifi- 
cation found in the remaining orders. We shall com- 
mence with such as build in trees, either singly or in 
societies, and then proceed to notice such other groups 
in the order as deviate more particularly from this 
typical character of the whole. 

* Bewick. f North. Zoot vol. ii. p. 5fi 
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In regard to (solitary builders, wc find all the 
purely insectivorous genera are of this class. Among 
the shrikes, thrushes, warblers, titmice, and fly-catchers, 
there is not an instance of one species# either living or 
building in societies. I'he same may be said of car- 
nivorous quadrupeds, which, with the single exception 
of the genus Can is*, pursue their sanguinary habits 
alone, or accompanied only by their mates. In pro- 
portion to the development of the social principle is 
the disposition, not only to live, but to breed in so- 
cieties ; but neitlier one or the other is manifested in 
the birds we have just mentioned, at least to any extent. 
Fieldfares, it is true, are seen congregated into loose 
flocks towards autumn, and the long- toiled titmice 
form small ])arties, probably family ones, at the same 
season, but neither are known to build together. 

(1 .04.) To describe the construction of an ordinary nest 
would bc» superfluous; the coarsest materials are always 
used in the first instance, Jis if to form the basis of the 
^hole, and as the building proceeds, finer materials are 
selected ; last of all comes the lining, which is generally 
composed of hairs, or some other elastic substance, to pre- 
serve the form of the concavity, and with feathers to 
create additional warmth : for an arboreal nest of this 
description a firm support is necessary ; hence it is gene- 
rally placed between the forked branches of a tree : this 
answers many purposes; the nest is not liable to be 
shaken by the wind, its base is firm, and being, as it 
were, in tlie centre of the foliage, it is more effectually 
screened from observation. Numerous instonces of this 
sort of nest occur among our insectivorous and graniv- 
orous small birds ; the most delicate of these are made 
by the chaffinch and the goldfinch. Variations from 
the structure and situation of these are seen in the nests 
of sparrows and fly-catchers, where the materials are 
coarser, and the fabric placed on the side of a building. 
The hedge accentor, again, builds near the ground, and 


* This roTnTjrohnniis tho wolves, dogs, foxes, and hyajna-dogs. See 
Classifieation of Quadrvjpcds. 



PFINSILE AND CONCEALKD NKSTS. 179 

the larks upon it : but the construction of all these nests 
is upon the same general principle, however different 
may be the materials employed, or the degree of its 
elevation. " 

(155.) Pensile nests are altogether peculiar to perch- 
ing birds. They show many variations both of form 
and construction ; but all these are very different from 
those of the ordinary shape, both in the plan upon 
which they are fabricated, and the mode by which they 
are secured. The first indication of this fabric is seen 
in the nest of our common wren, one of which was 
erected this spring among the creepers trained round 
^ our portico. Its shape is irregularly oval, and is so 
disproportionate to the size of the bird, that its great- 
est leiigth measured near twelve inches ; externally, it 
seemed like a large bunch of withered leaves that had 
accidentally got entangled among the slender and sinu- 
ous stems of the clematis, and the thicker branches of 
a sweet-brier. Upon looking at it more attentively*, 
however, a rouml opening appeared on the side, just 
large enough to admit the entrance of its little architect. 
Now a nest of this description has not a regular base, 
and yet it cannot be termed pensile or suspended ; it 
is evidently between the two, being as much supported 
by the twigs above and on its siiles, as by those upon 
which it would sc?cm to rest : perhaps we might call this 
form a roofed nest, inasmuch as by the entrance being 
lateral, its inhabitants arc completely screened from the 
weather, and from external observation. 

( 1 56*.) The change of nidification from ordinary nests 
which are exposed, to those which are concealed or covered, 
is marked by a beautiful gradation ; for those of some of 
the tomtits are open above, and yet they arc covered. 
This union of styles is eftected by the nest being fabri- 
cated in a natural hole ; by which it is, as it were, 
roofed in, without any additional labour of the bird. 
The blue titmouse (Parue ervruhns) has for several years 
built its nest within a crevice of an outside wall, caused 
by the giving way and bulging out of the stucco ; the 

N 2 
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external crack, however, is so narrow, that we could 
not at first be persuaded there was sufficient room for a 
bird to enter : wishing, however, to ascertain the fact, 
we endeavoured* to get in the fore finger and thumb, 
but quickly withdrew them upon hearing a loud and 
determined hissing noise, exactly like that of a serpent ; 
and such we began to fancy was th(> real inhabitant, 
until, retiring to a short distance, we presently saw one 
of the parents fly into the crack and soon emerge 
again. To show that the laws of nature in regard to 
nidification are as strongly implanted in birds as are 
their other instincts and habits, we shall here relate ^ 
another anecdote of the same species, which places this 
fact in a singularly strong light. The pump in our 
garrlen has an outer frame work of wood, the top being 
roof-shaped, and lifting on and off, in order the more 
readily to facilitate its repair. The spring of the year 
1 832 being rather wet, the pump was not used for some 
few weeks ; the weather, however, soon became dry, and 
on trying the pump, and finding great obstruction, we 
removed the cover, which had only been half put on, 
in oriler to ascertain the cause : this was at once appa- 
rent, for the cylinder was completely choked up with 
hay, moss, and feathers, aU the materials, in short, and in 
great quantity, for a nest ; an«l upon getting these out, 
five or six eggs were found of the blue titmouse. Sur- 
prised at the oddity of the bird in selecting such a situ- 
ation for its nest, we cleared the pump, and concluded 
the affair was settled. But, no. Three or four days 
after, upon attempting to get water again, the pump 
was as much obstructed as before ; two or three hand- 
fuls of hay and moss were again taken out of the cylin- 
der, and the pump was again used ; before, however, 
the same period had elapsed, it l)ccame again choked, 
and, for the third time, it was again cleared of even more 
litter than before. Now it was quite evident, on the 
two last occasions, that the birds continued, with un- 
exampled perseverance, to bring fresh materials as fast 
as those they had deposited became wet ; for, after the 
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first nest had been destroyed, the pump was in daily, al- 
though not frequent use — perhaps for an hour every 
evening : this fact was evident from the surprising quan- 
tity of materials that was taken out at each time, and 
which were sufficient to have constructed five or six 
ordinary nests. How long these most industrious little 
builders would have persevered in this effort to build, as 
it were, upon water, it is impossible to say. But as either 
the garden must have suffered, or they be fairly driven 
out, we chose the latter alternative : to put an effec- 
tual stop to further attempts, the top of the pump Was 
taken entirely oflP ; the removal of this natural shelter 
had the desired effect, and no other attempt was made. 
It should have been observed, that owing to the decay 
of the wood work, there was a small hole on the side, 
which enabled the birds to pass in and out of the frame, 
even when the top was covered over. This inveterate 
habit of building under cover is not peculiar to the 
blue titmouse. Montagu, the best authority on this 
subject we can quote, has the following observations 
upon our British species.* The Cole titmouse likewise 
builds in some hole, either in a wall or a tree. The 
great titmouse has all the habits of the blue species, 
and builds in a hole of a wall or tree ; and, he adds, 
curiously enough, “ we once found it in the barrel of a 
garden pump.” But let us proceed a step farther, and 
having traced in the titmouse the passage between an 
uncovereil, or ordinary nest, to a roofed one, as seen in 
the w^ren, we shall proceed by another gradation, also 
exhibited in the genus Parus, which will lead us at 
once to the pendant structure. 

(157.) The long tailed titmouse {Parus mudatus) 
observes Montague, makes a curious oval nest in the 
fork of some bush or branch of a tree. In this parti- 
cular it deviates from the rest of its class, which in- 
variably Itiild in some hole ; the bearded t and crested 


* Omithologiral Dictionary, original edition, 
t The nest of this species was not then known to British naturalists. 
N 3 
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titmice, perhaps, excepted, but which remains to be dis- 
covered. The nest of this bird, however, is equally 
well secured, being made of white moss and liverwort, 
curiously and firmly wove together with wool, covered 
at the top, with only a small hole on the side, and lined 
with a prodigious quantity of feathers.” Bewick, "how- 
ever, is more to our present purpose* : — “ 'I’he nest of 
this bird is singularly curious and elegant, being of a 
long oval form, with a small hole on tlie side, near the 
top, as an entrance ; its outside is formed of moss, 
woven or matted together with the tree and the stone 
lichens, and fixed with fine thread of the same silken 
material : from the thatch the rain trickles off without 
penetrating it.” Wc may here trace a further, although 
a slight advance to the pendulous structure, in the 
words marked by * italics ; and equally gradual is the 
progress towards the pendulous, or purse shaped, form, 
indicated by the fact of the marsh titmouse making the 
bottom of its nest (which is built in the hollow of a de- 
cayed tree) larger than the entrance.”* Of the nest 
of the liearded titmouse, although by no means a very 
rare native bird, we have not met with a description 
by British writers ; but, if either of the two following 
accounts are in any degree correct, they will sufficiently 
answer our purpose. Dr. Latham says, as to the 
nek and its construction, we are in no certainty about 
it : one brought to me for such, was composed of very 
fine materials, suspended between three reeds drawn 
together. Kramer says it makes the nest among the 
willows, in the ahape of a pursoy and of downy mate- 
rials.” t Now, it is clear, that as these birds build 
among reeds, whose stems are never forked, their nest 
cannot, by any possibility, repose upon a base. The 
only way in which it can be attached must be by being 
entwined, or interlaced, round three or four perpendicular 

• 

* Latham’s General History of Birds, vol. vii. p. 252. 
f This is the structure of the nests fabricated by many of the European 
aquatic warblers of the genus Curruca, several of which will be found 
figured in Sepp’s Birds of the Netherlands. 
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sterns^ which would thus be broupjht nearer together*, 
and support the nest on its Metiy but not oli its bottom. 
This is, consequently, a pendulous nest, because it 
hangs ; and yet it is very different from what may be 
called the typical perfection of this style of building in 
the aibhitecturc of birds. This perfection, however, is 
developed in the very same genus, as will he apparent 
in the following account of the Parus 2)endnlinus 
The most curious circumstance,** observes Dr. La- 
tham, “ of this species is the nest, being of a most sin- 
gular construction, ill shape roundish, not unlike that of 
tile long-tailed titmouse, but composed of still finer ma- 
terials. The nest is made of the down of the willow 
and poplar, as also of the thistle. These it entwines 
with its hill into a close body, strengthening the fabric 
outwardly w'itli small fibres and r||its of plants, and 
lining the whole with some of the loose soft down above 
mentioned. This is Imng on the extreme end of some 
weak branch which projects over the water, and is wholly 
covered, except a hole left for entrance, which appears 
on one side, and generally that which faces the water. 
By this cautious instinct neither quadruped nor rep- 
tile will venture to attack it.** So wonderful iloes this nest 
appear to the simple people of Bologna, in the marshes 
of which place this species is found, that the peanuts 
thereabouts hold hotli bird and nest in great estimation, 
hanging one of the latter near the door of their huts. 
As to the bird itself, it is accounted almost sacred ; and 
they behold it with that superstitious veneration which is 
so commonly the effect of unenlightened minds.** t But, 
perhaps, the most elaborate of the pendulous architects, 
at least among the European birds, is the Languedoc 
titmowe (^Parus Narhoniensiii), mentioned by the au- 
thor we have just quoted, as similar in manners to the 
penduline species, and not inferior in respect to the 

* General History, vol. vii. p. 259. It is much to Iw regretted that the 
notices under the head of “ Propagation'* in Temminck’s Manual, are so 
short, and at the same time so vague, as to render it of no authority upon 
these questions. 

. + Latham, General History, vol. vii. p. 262. 

N 4 
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nest^ which is pretty large in comparison with the size 
of the bird. The shape is like the egg of an ostrich^ 
and not much less in size; the longer diameter six 
inches, the shorter three inches and a half. This is 
fixed on the forked twig of a poplar, surrounding it 
with wool ; employing the downy part of the poplar 
flower and such other materials as are made use of by 
the former bird. This (nest) is also open on one side ; 
but the entrance (is) more surprising, for it (the bird) 
constructs a kind of portico over it (the aperture), pro- 
jecting almost three quarters of an inch, whereby there 
is an additional security against accidents from wind, 
rain, and other inconveniences.”* Before closing our 
account of the gradual change from fixed to pendulous 
nests, we are tempted to mention that of the bird called 
by Linrueus Paru^apermsf (but which stands in our 
MS. JRgithalus capensia), because, if there is no exag- 
geration in the account, which rests on the authority of 
SonneratJ, it is still more complicatctl than the two 
which we have last described. The form of the nest 
is purse, or bottle, shaped, which is suspended on a 
branch, but not at its extremity. It is composed of a 
kind of cotton plant, and placed in the most thorny 
thickets. The neck, or upper part of the nest, is nar- 
rowj^and on the outside is a sort of additional nest, or 
rather portico, which serves to lodge the male, while 
the female is sitting or taking care of her young within. 
But now comes the extraordinary part of the account. 
It is said, when the female goes out of the nest, the 
male strikes against the outside with all the force of his 
wing, by which the edges of the entrance collapse toge- 
ther, so as to prevent the intrusion of any thing to in- 
jure the young in her absence.” Mr. Barrow, who 
writes as an eye-witness, makes no mention of this ex- 
traordinary juroceeding. The following is his account : 

• General History, rol. vii. p. 263. 

' f Figured and described as a new species by the name of F. Sfn^^A^^g 
vide Jardine and Selby, Illustrations of Ornithology, pi. cxiii. tig. 1. 

t Voyage aux Tndcs ct a la Chine, vol. ii. p. 106. pi. 115., as quoted in 
Sonnini*s Buflbn, vol. xvi. p. 200. ; also General History, vol. vii. p. 264. 
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— “ The Cape titmouse constructs its luxurious nest of 
the pappuSy or down of a species of Aselepius. This 
nest is mafle of the texture of flannel^ and the fleecy 
hosiery is not more soft. Near the upper end projects 
a small tube about an inch in length, with an orifice 
about three-fourths of an inch in diameter. Immedi- 
ately under the tube is a small hole in the side, that has 
no communication with the interior part of the nest. 
In this hole the male sits at nights, and thus they are 
both screened from the weather.” Mr. Barrow makes 
a general remark, that most of the small birds of 
of Southern Africa construct their nests in such a man- 
ner that they can be entered only by one small orifice, 
and many suspend them from the slender extremities of 
high brandies.” 

(158.) The pendulous nest of the American hang- 
nests formerly called orioles, are much of 

the same shape as that of the Parua pendulinus. These 
birds, however, are much larger, few of the species 
being under the size of a thrush, and two or three, like 
CaftHicus cristatiis*, twice as big. The nests are. con- 
sequently much larger, some of them measuring between 
four and five feet. It is a most beautiful and novel 
sight to the European to see hundreds of these pensile 
fabrics suspended from the extremity of the bran^es 
of a single treef, generally the most lofty, and accom- 
panied by the birds themselves, either thickly crowded 
on the branches, or going and returning in all directions ; 
the vivid yellow and black or black and red§ of 
their plumage, giving a splendour to the animation of 
the scene, which does not belong to the rookeries of 
Europe. There can be no doubt that pendulous nests, 
which arc much more common in tropical than in tem- 
perate latitudes, are admirably calculated to guard the 
eggs and young, not only from the numerrus snakes 
which frequent trees, but also from the insidious arts 
of the cuckows, or the maraudering habits of the bush 

• Birds of Brazil, vol. i. pi. 32. f Birds of Brazil, pi. 4. 

t Cassiciis icteronotus, ibid., pi. SL 
. ^ Cassicus aliiiiis and C. hsetnorrhous, ibid. i. pL 1, 2. 
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shrikes ami the toucans. The first, however, seem to 
be rather scarce in South America, but the two latter 
are very numerous, and both of them are w’ell-knowii 
suckers of epfgs and destroyers of young and old birds. 

(15,9.) There is a style of building peculiar, we be- 
lieve, to the Brazilian genus Symillaxis, which is inter- 
mediate between a fixed and a pendulous structure. 
Nests of this sort we observed more particularly in tlie 
interior of Bahia, and they belonged to the SyuaUa.iiis 
garriilaa,* This little bird is no bigger than a sparrow, 
but its nest is enormous. It is built in low thickets, 
and, from its size, is apparent to every one, even at some 
distance. The best idea that can be formed of it is to 
suppose that a very thick band of lieansticks, about four 
feet long, had got entangled in a hedge, and had been left 
there in an obliquely perpendicular direction. Some- 
times two of these nests appear as if joined together, 
and there appeared an opening on the side as well as 
one on the top. The birds are generally seen close to 
the nest, uttering a shrill, incessant, and monotonous 
chirp, particularly in the morning anil evening. It is 
to be regretted that one of these nests was not then 
taken to pieces for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
there were, as it then appeared, two openings; for, if so, 
the^ circumstance would seem to imply that there were 
two chambers. These nests were particularly common 
in one tract, and wo satisfied ourselves with bringing 
home a specimen of the bird. Had their nests been 
built in England, the inischevious disposition of our 
countrymen, and their wanton unfeelingiiess towards 
the brute creation, would have extirpated nests and 
birds in a few years; but no such traits are found in 
tile African or the Brazilian character: animals not 
used for food, are left quietly to themselves. These 
little birds were so full of confidence that they might 
have been touched by a stick on the threshold of their 
nests. SynallaxiSy although a creeper, is a rasorial type* 


^ Under the name of Malurus garrulus. Zool Ulus. i. pi. 138. 
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(160.) There is a third sort of pendulous nest, which 
is more remarkable in its construction than either those 
of the titmice or the cassicans ; hut it seems to be con- 
structed by very few birds only. It is composed of 
two or three leaves, of a long and broad shape, which 
the bird artfully unites together, and constructs the real 
nest within : the leaves, by this additional weight, of 
course become pendant, and hang by their natural stalks. 
Much obscurity hangs over the true affinities of the 
celebrated little bird which builds this nest ; which is 
the Sylvia sutoria, or tailor warbler of the old writers. 
As wtt have never yet been able to examine a specimen 
either of the hint or its habitation, the reader must be 
contented with the following account given by Dr. 
Latham * i — “ This bird is chiefly remarkable for the 
nest, wdiich is curiously constructed, being composed of 
two leaves, one of them dead : the latter is fixed to the 
living one, as it hangs on the tree, by sewing both 
together in the manner of a pouch or purse ; it is 
open at top, and the cavity filled with fine down, and 
l)eing suspended from the branch, the birds are secure 
from the depredations of snakes and monkeys, to which 
they might otherwise fall a prey. In my own collec- 
tion,” contihues our author, “ is a nest of an equally 
singular construction ; it is composed of a single large 
leaf, of a fibrous, rough texture, about six inches long, 
independent of the stalk, five inches and a half in 
breadth, and ending in a point: the sides of this leaf 
are drawn together, so as to meet within three quarters 
of an inch : within this is the nest, which is al)out four 
inches deep, and two broad, opening at the top, and the 
bottom of the leaf is drawn upwards, to assist in tlie 
support of it. This inward nest is composed of white 
down, with here and there a feather, wiA a small por- 
tion of white down intermixed ; the stalk about five 
inches long. This was brought from China. Among 
the drawings of sir J. Anstruther, is not only a drawing 
of this nest, but another of an equally curious fabrica- 


* General History, vol. vii. p, 79. 
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tioii. It appears to be composed of several leaves^ like 
those of some kind of hazel^ and an inner nest^ formed 
of dry bents, fibres, and hairs, suspended from a tree 
by the main leaf, to which tlie others are fastened. In 
this are figured two young birds, but with bills stouter 
than in the warbler genus, the colour of them being 
rufous above and white beneath. By the side of the 
nest are painted two ferruginous or rufous coloured 
eggs. The name in (on) the drawing (is) Baya.”* 
These notices are interesting as far as they go, but on 
the most curious part of their structure (particularly of 
that which is in the writer’s possession) they are alto- 
gether silent. By what process were these leaves “ ilrawn 
together ? ” Were they actually sewed, as some authors 
assert? — were they interlaced ? — or were they fastened 
by any resinous substance ? This point, which regards 
the most interesting part of the fabric, is altogether 
passed over. By what species, or even genera, these 
nests were constructeil, must be left to future discovery. 
We strongly suspect these curious foliculated nests are 
made by many oriental birds. We have been also 
assured, by an officer who had passed several years in 
India, and had paid much attention to its natural his- 
tory, that the greatest part of the sunbirds (^Cmnyrls) 
of that continent build their nests much in the same 
manner as those we have just <lescribed. 

(161.) There is still another sort of suspended nests, 
mentioned by Barrow t, as fabricated by a species of 
Loxuiy or grosbeak (probably of the modern genus 
Enplectes^, which, unluckily, he neither describes or 
names. It seems always to build on a branch extend- 
ing over a river or pool of water. The nest is shaped 
exactly like a chemist’s retort ; is suspended from the 
head ; and the shank, of eight or nine inches long, at 
the bottom of which is the aperture, almost touches the 
water. It is made of green grass, firmly put together, 
and curiously woven. 

* ** This name ts given to the Phinppino grosbeak ; but the nest of that is 
described as being in the shape of a long.necked bottle, and made of grass, 
quite different from the Raya here described.” — Latham. 

4 Travels in Africa, 4to, p. 323. 
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(16’2.) Another very curious fabric^ in this order of 
bird architecture, is exhibited in a nest now before us 
(Jig, 89), It was brought from Southern Africa, together 
with the male, female, and eggs of a species of Fhceus, or 
89 
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weaver, which we have named, V» ictarovephalus.* The 
nest is somewhat kidney shaped, seven inches long, and 
four and a lialf broad : it is attached to a very slender 
branch, from whicli there are four other young shoots, 
which serve as so many holds for its support, and to 
which it is tirmly fixed by bendings of strong grass leaves, 
'rile whole is very compactly made of the same mate- 
rials, interlaced most ingeniously, anti far more firmly, 
than what is seen in the chaffinch or other of our most 
skilful builders ; the lining are the heads or panicles of 
the grasses, thus uniting softness and coolness, the latter 
being an obvious advantage in so sultry a climate. The 
aperture is lateral, ne&r, but not upon, the top, so that 
it serves the purpose of a window to the inmates ; who 
are sheltered overhead by the convex top of the nest. 

* Malei Above, yellowish olive, brownish in the middle of each fea- 
ther ; beneath, full, deep yellow ; head, sides, ears, chin, and throat rufous 
or ibuff yellow, blending into the adjacent colours ; tail, quills, juid wing 
covers brown, the two latter with light yellow margins ; tall very short, 
even ; bill black ; legs i)alc. 

Female. Head, above, and all the upper plumage olive, the feathers 
brownish in the middle; under parts from the chin to the tail covers, and 
margins of the wing feathers, pale yellow; bill and legs pale. Eggs, 
lengthened oval, entirely blue, unspotted. 

Ohs. Total length seven and a half inches : bill, from the gape, one ; 
fVom the front, seventeen-twentieths; flrom the nostrils, seven-tenths : 
wings, three and three-quarters : tarsus, one: tail, IVom the l)ase, two and 
a half ; beyond the wings, one ; Arst quill very short and spurious ; second, 
onc-tenth shorter than the third and fourth, which are the longest 
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There is something very ingenious in the construction of 
this openings which is not, as it first appears, round, hut 
semicircular (fig, 89.)> the arch being bound round with 
a stronger band than usual, and the plane, or base, much 
stronger, and composed of straight pieces of the stalks of 
grass, evidently for the purpose of giving to that part 
u])on which the birds perched greater strength and sub- 
stance. Mr. Barrow, as we have seen, nunarks that 
lateral openings to the nests of the African birds are 
very common. The rains of Southern Africa and of 
tropical America are, perhaps, equally violent while they 
continue; but tlien the small leaved and scanty foliage of 
the trees in the former, leAvo- the nests of such birds 
that arc upon them much more Exposed to these torrents 
than are the nests of the Brazilian birds, where the foli- 
age of the trees is particularly tlnck and broad. May 
not this be one of the causes, at least, why nature has 
so especially taught the African birds to construct their 
nests in the manner alluded to ? Snakes are equally 
common in both regions, yet with the exception of the 
hangnests and a very few others, as Sgnfif/ft.ris gttrrnhifty 
Donnrohitt.'i vonfermhs^ &c., w^e are unacquainted with 
any other Brazilian birds which depart from the ordi- 
nary style of building. 

(16V^.) Hive nests are constnicted alone by such birds 
as live in vast societies under one common roof. They 
are only to be met wdth in Africa ; and although Patter- 
son, who first discovered them, gives us a very intelli- 
gible account of their construction, yet what he Jhias said 
of the bird or birds by whom they are built, is too 
vague to enable a modem ornithologist to understand 
either their genesa or their species. Hence the name of 
Republican Grosbeak has Ixjen applied to several totally 
distinct sorts. Patterson's account of these extraordinary 
nests is as follows : — The industry of these birds seems 
almost equal to that of the bee. Throughout the day 
they appear busily employed in carrying a fine species 
of grass, which is the principal material they employ for 
the purpose of erecting this extraordinary work, as well 
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as for additions an^ repairs. Though my short stay in 
the country was not sufficient to satisfy me by ocular 
proof, that they added to their nests as they annually in- 
creased in their numbers, still from the many tress which 
I have seen home down by the weight, and others that 
I have seen with their boughs completely covered over, 
it would appear that this is really the case. When the- 
tree which is the support of this aiirial city is obliged to 
give way to the increase of weight, it is obvious that they 
are no longer protected, and arc under the necessity of 
building in other trees. One of these deserted nests I 
had the curiosity to breakdown, to inform myself of the 
internal structure of it ; and found it equally ingeniou% 
with that of the^external. There are many entrances, 
each of which forms a regular street, with nests on both 
sides, at about two inches distance from each other. 
The grass with which they build is called the Bushman’s 
grass ; and I Wieve the seed of it to be their principal 
food, thongli on examining their nests, I found the wings 
and legs of different insects. From every appearanro, 
the nest which I dissected had been inhabited, for many 
years, and some parts were much more complete than 
others. This, therefore, 1 conceive to amount nearly to 
a proof, that tlie animals added to it at different times, 
as they found it necessary, from the increase of their 
family, or rather of the nation or community.” But we 
must here pause ; since our spiice will not permit us to 
prosecute this inviting subject farther. 
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PART 11. 


ON THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, NOAIKNCLATURE, AND 
PRESERVATION OF BIRDS. 


CHAPTER I. 

AN ENdMERATION OF THE CHIEF \VORKS ON ORNITHOLOGY, 
WITH CRITICAL AND KXTLANATORY REMARKS. 

(164.) As it is our wish to render this volume of our 
ornithological treatise as complete an introduction to 
the science as is requisite for all scientific and practical 
purposes, we shall, in the following pages, touch upon 
some few points upon which the student will desire in- 
formation. The view we shall now take of the Biblio- 
graphy of Ornithology will bring before him those works 
most essensial to possess or to consult, and this will 
naturally lead to some observations on the present state of 
the science. We shall then, under the head of nomen- 
clature, enumerate those rules and regulations,” most 
of which, by having the sanction of the highest names 
in zoological science, are already considered as aphorisms. 
Lastly, we shall give such concise and practical directions 
for the preservation of birds as will enable any one to 
commence a collection, however far he may be removed 
from civilised countries, and from the means of acquiring 
the niceties and elaborate processes of Taxidermy. All 
these subjects are intimately connected with this intro- 
duction to the science ; which is addressed, alike, to the 
philosophic ornithologist, the student, and the amateur. 

(165.) To form a just estimate on the state of any 
branch of natural history at a given period, it is neces- 
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jsary to view it in two positions ; first, in regard to the 
principles upon which it is prosecuted, and secondly, 
how far these principles have been applied to practical 
use, or in other words, to the clear determination of the 
species. The first of these views contemplates ornitho. 
logy as an inductive science, and its rank in the scale of 
human knowledge wiU be determined by the greater or 
lesser accordance of its fundamental principles with those 
which regulate every other branch of the physical sciences, 
— by the simplification and reduction of its innumera- 
ble facts to a few universal laws — and by the analogy 
which can be traced lietween these laws, and such others 
that have been determined in higher anti more extended 
portions of creation. For although the study of this 
brauci\ of zoology is so vast, compared to our limited 
faculties, tliat an ordinary life would hardly be sufficient 
for thoroughly understanding it, yet it is but a very 
small ])oint in the circle of the physical sciences, which 
embraces all matter and all creation. When, there- 
fore, we have advanced in the philosophy of any branch 
of natural history, so far as to assimilate its laws 
with others that have been determined in conterminous 
branches, we have demonstrative evidence that our as- 
sumptions arc correct; but if two or three of these laws 
can he still farther traced throughout the visible creation, 
and even to extend themselves to all that is known of 
the spiritual world, our evidence is of a much higher 
cast. The truths of the one, become not only connected, 
hut, as it were, amalgmatcd, with the truths of the other ; 
they cannot, in mintls accustomed to inductive reasoning, 
he separated ; and we become as much inclined to ques- 
tion the circular progress of the planets round the sun, 
as tile circular develo})ment of the variation of forms in 
the animal and the vegetable creation. 

(l()b.) Ornithology, no less than other branches of 
zoology, is rapidly approaching, in its fundamental prin- 
ciples, to the state of demonstrative certainty just inti- 
mated. Enough has been already published to show 
that the principles upon which it is now founded, as a 
o 
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science, arc sale and sure. The circularity of the pri- 
mary p^roups^ upon the whole, has been successfully 
established, by Mr. Vigors*, and very many of the natu- 
ral families rightly located ; hut as this was the result 
of synthesis, — in other words, an implicit adoption of 
the theory of Mr. Macleay, so it naturally followed that 
the theoretic errors of one would be transferred to the 
other : and as this sketch, as the author liimself desig- 
nates it, of the leading affinities among birds, is evi- 
dently not the result either of analysis, or of an intimate 
ac(|uaintancc with tlie details, there was left abundant 
room for improvement in every way. Having already 
pointed out the fundamental errors of both these theories, 
and the effects they have produced in their ap])lierition+, 
they need not lx; again adverted to. In the same year 
another attempt was made to see how far the theory of 
iMr. Macleay could be substantiated in a single family of 
birds, the investigation being carried on, not by syn- 
thesis, as in the former case, hut by anal . sis ; — the only 
sure basis of inductive philosophy. 'J'he results which 
followed are already before the public. Both these at- 
temj)ts, however, so far as regards a system of ornithology, 
are partial and imperfect. Tlie ])a|)er of Mr. \'igors, 
enumerates only the families^, and these, although indi- 
cated, can scarcely be said to be defined ; while, from 
the nature of the subject, very few groups of the order 
IniiCis.sores are analysed in the Fauna liormli' Anieri^ 
cana, with the necessary degree of rigour. To those who 
arc acquainted with the difficulties and tediousness of 
analysis, no apology wdll be necessary for the partial 
treatment of the groups contained in the last mentioned 
work. Neither dismayed or disheartened by these diffi- 
culties, we have slowly hut steadily prosecuted the same 
mode of investigation; our present treatise will con- 

* I/nnacan Transactions, vol. xiv. Northern Zoology, vol, ii. Intro, 
ductory Observations. 

•f Northern Zoology, vol. ii. preface. Classification of Animals. 

i I'hc catalogue of genera, &c. by the same author, being a mere list of ■ 
names, does not, of course, {)o.ssess any authority. Indeed, it leaves every 
one to make out the supposed affinities as best he can. 
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tain the results of the last six years* study, and whatever 
may be its defects or dcficiences, it nevei theless becomes 
the only system of ornithology upon the circular princi- 
ple of variation, yet given to the woild.* 

(1()7.) We now turn to the other point of view in 
which the actual state of this science must be contem- 
plated. We have seen that, so far as the principles are 
concerned upon which it is now prosecuted, we are 
upon safe and solid ground. Although these principles 
are of very recent discovery, they will soon be verified in 
this Avork by a mass of details in all parts of the animal 
kingdom. By the labours and nice discrimination of 
Illiger, Cuvier, Vieillot, and I'emminck, a very large 
projiortion of the most remarkable genera, or types of 
form, have been detached from the Linmean groups, 
and distinctly named and characterised. All these, 
together with near two hundred others, we shall here 
attempt to refer to their natural rank and station. t 
Our framework, therefore, is nearly complete, for it 
may be questioned, whether from among the birds 
already known from description, &c,, more than forty 
sub-genera will be found iincharacterisecl. But with 
all this, our labour lias not yet reached to tliat point 
wdiich is to make it productive of practical and or- 
dinary purposes. 'Fhe house is built, and the apart- 
ments ready, but the furniture and the ornaments are 
yet to be selected and arranged therein. Jn other 
words, it is probable, that, out of six thousand species of 
birds, described in the general systems now in use, not 
more than one-fourth, certainly not a thiril, can be re- 
ferred to the modern genera. The causes of this are 
various. The progress of discovery has far outstripped 
our inclination for suitable arrangement. The Linna'an 
list of genera was almost stationary for fifty years, 
although in that time our cabinets were probably aug- 

* For an account of the principal artificial systems of ornitholcgy, the 
reader is referred to the “Classification of Aiiimals." However useful 
such systems may be, they have iiotliiiig to do with philosophic zoology, 
because they are not founded upon any one general principle. 

f This systematic arrangement will be given in the second volume. 

o 2 
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incnted with five times the number of species contained 
in in the Syatema Natura. A misplaced veneration for 
their great master, or personal inertness, induced his 
disciples to go on appropriating all these new species to 
the old genera, without venturing to construct others 
for them, when they jdainly and palpably would not 
agree in a single essential character with any one of 
the old genera. It was sufficient for a l)ird to have a 
flat bill to constitute it a Mmewapa, and all slender- 
billed birds iK'came warblers (Sylnki). The conse- 
quence has been that these grou])s, and numberless 
others, became coinmon receptacles for almost any thing, 
and if a student, or even a practised ornithologist, at- 
tempted to find out the name of a species, he must often 
read over the descriptions of near .‘100, without, in all 
probability, attaining his object. In the, most recent 
and voluminous work on general ornithology in our 
language, there are species of 177 of 

rftpUf of Si/h'fu, 121 of and 150 of Fr'm- 

gilhi. One would have imagined that in such a genus 
as Mo.rops, — where the remarkably short, weak, and 
syndactyle foot, is such a strong ami obvious char- 
acter, — no mistake could possibly arise. Hut even 
here, so little were these autfiors accustomed to ad- 
here to the definitions of tlieir master, that we ac- 
tually find a large number of strong-footed thrushes 
{Brnrhi/pus) mixed up in their systems with the true 
Linnjcan bee-eaters, because, as it may be presumed, 
the plumage of both is green ; while many of the 
honeysuckers (^Mfllphagidaf) are placed with Meropa^ 
notwithstanding their strong and very perfect feet. 
The student, therefore, even if he follows Linnaeus, 
can place no reliance whatever upon the systems which 
actually xirofess to follow this master. These obstacles, 
great as they arc, would not altogether be insurmount- 
able, if the descriptions of the species were sufficiently 
full or accurate to lead to the determination of a bird, 
even if it should be placed in a wrong genus. Hut 
here our difficulty is increased two- fold : it has, until 
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very lately, been the universal custom to confine the 
description of a bird to its size and colour, as if the 
peculiar modification of its hill, wings, and feet (the 
most important of all characters) were either unde- 
serving of attention, or were sufficiently explained in 
the generic character, which character, as we have 
already seen, was often violated at every point. There 
are, perhaps, fifty vvarhlers to which the description of 
‘‘ Olive above, yellowish heneath, hill and feet dusky,” 
is perfectly applicable, and yet each are not only dif- 
ferent species, hut of widely different genera. The 
same remark is, in a less degree, applicable to the tyrant 
flycatchers {Ti/rannbia^), the drongo shrikes {^Edolinat), 
and some other groups, wdiere the greater part, of the 
species are clotherl in nearly the same coloured plumage. 
To identify such birds is utterly impossible. When, 
indeed, these happened to be figured, however rudely^ 
as in th(^ Planches Enlumim'es, we may be allowed to 
guess what is meant ; hut even then, in many instances, 
from the carelessness or inaccuracy of the artist, such 
figures must be quoted with a mark of doubt. But 
when, as in numberless instances, these descriptions 
rest only upon mere private drawings, or on loose de- 
scriptions, there is no alternative hut to pass them 
over in silence. It has been well observed, that, in a 
science which requires the nicest examination and the 
most scrup^Aious accuracy, a bad or imperfect de- 
scription is worse than none.” The remark, although 
severe, is yet perfectly just ; yet, were it strictly acted 
upon, we should have to expunge from the general 
systems four-fifths of the species therein contained. 
From the above facts we may therefore draw this in- 
ference, that ill proportion to the number of division 
or genera, as they are called, in any work professing to 
be a general system of ornithology — so are we to esti- 
mate its usefulness and its authority in modern orni- 
thology, provided of course that these divisions are 
clearly defined, and are founded on tangible characters. 
We have no doubt that very many of the birds which 
o 3 
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we ourselves, aiul other modern writers, describe as 
new species,’* or as apparently unrecorded,** have 
actually been known to, and mentioned by, the older 
orniihologists, could they themselves point out the de- 
scripiioii intended to be applicable ; hut this sort of in- 
formation cannot, of course, l>e obtained; and we have 
consequently no other resource than to give such a 
description of our species as will save us from incurring 
the same censure from those who come after us. 

(lf)(S.) Another evil that has tended to throw our 
correct specific nomenclature so immeasurably behind 
our knowledge of forms, is the habit which some natu- 
ralists of the present day have adopted, of distributing 
the birds which they find described in the old systems, 
under what they conceive to be their modern genera, 
without hainny .seen or examined the s])ecies them- 
selves. Unfortunately for science, M. Cuvier first set 
an example of this*mode of proceeding, which has since 
been followed up, esjiecially by his translators, to such 
an extent, that we have merely the confusion of the 
Linmean school revived, only under a different form. 
These compiled classifications are even more detrimental 
to a sound knowledge of ornithology than if the species 
had been left in their original obscuri ty ; for the stu- 
dent, seeing the new genera adopted, is led to believe 
that the species placed under each have been ascertained 
as truly belonging thereto ; whereas, perhaps, three or 
four only have been actually examined, and the re- 
mainder inserted merely from supposition : the orni- 
thologist not being informed which is which. Of 
the modern genus Tyrannns, for instance, it is very 
questionable if one-half of the species enumerated as 
such in Mr. Griffith*s Cuvier really belong to it. Truth 
obliges us to repeat that this is the general state of our 
present position in regard to ornithological species, and 
we mention it thus candidly that the student may really 
understand the difficulties he will have to encounter 
when he ventures ta enter investigate species. 

(l6'9*) Hut there are many exceptions to these 
remarks, and we rejoice in enumerating them. With a 



MODERN ORNITHOLOGICAL WRITERS. 199 

few exceptions, the birds of Europe* are now arranged 
under their modern genera. The same may be said of 
tliosc of North America, with the exception of those 
figured by j\I. Audubon, whose nomenclature is alto- 
gether obsolete. We hope to accomplish the same 
object in regard to the birds of Brazil, Western Africa, 
aitd Australia. A portion of the latter, indeed, have 
been well illustrated, and correctly named by M. Ilors- 
field and Vigors. Then, in regard to general species, 
the little volume of M. Waglerf is highly valuable; for 
not only does its author confine himself to such species 
as he has personally examined, but he rectifies the errors 
of his predecessors, and refers to their modern groups 
all such species as have been improperly associated with 
the genera he has investigated. A considerable number 
of the birds figured in the Planches Colorrees of Al.M. 
Teinminck and Logier, have been placed in their 
modern groups ; but by far the greater part, particularly 
the J{apto 7 rs, the ColumhidfP, PsHtaelda*^ Pudda*, Mus- 
eimpideej Sylviadoi, Mprididcv, and Ti'ochiiidre, are 
left in their family, rather than in their generic station. 
In concluding this short but comprehensive survey of 
the present state of systematic ornithology, we feel 
much gratification in perceiving that the principles 
advocated in a former volume J are widely and rapidly 
gaining ground, and that a British school of zoology 
may he said to be already founded. The science has 
been taken up by several who possess that union of 
natural and cultivated talent, hitherto so rarely met 
with in writers of our own country. It is at length 
perceived that zoology is no longer a study of names, 
or of crude technicalities — that no honour is to be 
reaped by the invention of artificial systems, or even 

* We cannot allude to this portion of geographic ornithology without 
adverting to the beautiful and even mastnly figures in Mr. Ciould's work 
on the birds of Eiiro))e. It is only necessary to coinj)are tho drawing and 
execution of tliese figures with the most costly works of a similar descrip- 
tion recetitly published on the Continent, to slu)w the decided sup«'riority 
of the British school of zoological painting over al' others of the present 
day. 

■f Species Avium. t Preliminary Discourse. 

o 4 
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by imposing names upon new species. We have, it is to 

hoped, outlived the age when the bare dictum of au- 
thority was implicitly believed and followed. Inductive 
and analogical reasoning will soon obtain its legitimate 
influence in this, as it has long been paramount in all 
Other branches of physical science, through which one 
principle and one spirit alike prevails.’"* In the writ- 
ings of such labourers, in the different departments of 
zoology, as M.M. Jlennett, Owen, Ogelby, W'estwood, 
Doubleday, Walker, Ilalliday, (Jray, (rould, and many 
others, we already see those who will become worthy 
successors to such veterans among us as were “ first 
in the race :** who have more or less contributed to lay 
the foundation-stone of philosophic classifl cation, or 
who have already won, and passed away."' And if 
we refrain from mentioning others whose talents are no 
less promising, it is only because they are wisely em- 
ployed in that ]»reparatory study which is essential to 
the real . advancement of our favourite science, and to 
the acquisition of any fame that is to be permanent. 

(170.) Adverting to what we have already advanced 
on those points which constitute the merits of ornitho- 
logical works, whether general or particular, we shall 
now arrange such as are the best known, or are the 
most valuable, under the following heads : — 1. General 
systems ; 2. General systematic descriptions ; 3. Partial 
scientific descriptions ; 4. Local or geographic ornitho- 
logy; .5. Illustrative or iconographic ornithology. To 
eacli of these we shall subjoin short critical notices on 
its execution and contents. 

(171.) Of GENERAL SYSTEMS, which do not embrace 
the details or descriptions of the species, the most 
popular or esteemed are those of Illiger, Cuvier, 
Vieillot and Temminck. As we have explained the 
peculiarities, and compared the several merits of these 
in a former volume t, it will be unnecessary to repeat 
the same details in this place. The groups of Illiger 

* Sir William IIcrschcFs Preliminary Discourse. 

f Classification of Animals. 
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are defined with great accuracy, and with that high 
degree of finishing, which leads us tile more to regret 
that his genera are comparatively so few. His reform- 
ation in the nomenclature was most extensive, without 
being, in hardly one instance, uncalled for; and he 
purifieil the science of a host of barbarous appellations 
which were scarcely worse than those revived and in- 
vented by some modern French writers in this depart- 
ment. 'fhey are, in short, the reformations of a 
profound naturalist and an accomplished scholar ; and 
as they obviously have not proceeded from selfish 
vanity, so they have been universally adopted. The 
groups of M. Cuvier are in general good, but they are 
in many cases so loosely defined, that the mere student 
would never be able to detect them, were it not for the 
familiar examples under each, which he has either 
named or descrilied. llis characters have been taken 
almost exclusively from the bill and feet, not with 
reference to the food or the habits of the bird, but 
merely as to the form of these members ; while the 
different modifications in the structure of the wings and 
tail are very rarely noticed. M. Vieillot first perceived 
the importance of these characters ; and, although no 
great praise can be given, in other respects, to his de- 
finitions, the introduction of the characters we allude to 
enables us to determine his genera, — which, for the most 
part are natural, — much better than could otherwise have 
been done. It must also be rememliered that this au- 
thor’s Analysp,*" is in fact but a synopsis of his 
system, which is given more at length in another work 
hereafter noticed, and where he has defined the greater 
part of his new genera much more fully, and with con- 
siderable tact and ability. To M. Temminck’s system 
we have already given due praise, so far as concerns the 
definition of the very few new genera it contains, and 
which are mostly so remarkable that they could not be 
well passed over. M. Temminck, however, does not 
attempt to grapple with the more difficult and intricate 
groups, such as the old genera Ficus, Fsittacus, Sylvia, 
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Columha, &c., all of which he leaves nearly in the same 
state as they are to be found in Latham, and other 
Linna?an writers. In this respect his divisions arc far 
inferior to those of Vicillot, and even of Cuvier. We 
deem it unnecessary to notice some other artificial 
systems that have appeared more recently : some are 
merely in the form of a catalogue, without a single de- 
finition, or a single reason assigned for proposing the 
new orders, families, &c., that occur tJiroughout ; while 
others seem to have been invented merely from caprice, 
and in which the best known, and the most natural 
affinities, are violated in every page. It is quite as 
unnecessary that the student of modern ornithology 
should trouble himself to become acquainted with all 
these, as that a foreigner, desirous of ‘acquiring the 
English language, should begin with learning all the 
provincial dialects of the different counties. We can 
see no use, therefore, in bringing into notice a multi- 
plicity of systems, which almost any one could have 
invented, and which nobody follows. Of those here 
mentioned the following is a list. 

Illiger, Caroli Tliigcri D, Prodronius Sysicmatis iManima- 
limn ct Avium : ndditis terminis zoogrnphifis utriusi|iie 
classes, coruiiiqiie versione Gcrmanica. llerolini, 181 K 1 
vol. 8vo. 

Cuvit?r. Le Rcgnc Animal distribu^ d’apresson organisatioii. 
Paris, 1817. 4 vol. 8vo. — Nouvcllc edition. Paris, 1829. 

5 vol. 8 VO.* 

Vifillot. Analyse d’ une Nouvcllc Ornitliologic EU'mentaire. 

Par L. P. Vieillot. Paris, 1816. Pamphlet of 70 ])p. 
Temmirick. Manuel d’ ()riiitIioIogie, on Tableau Systematique 
des Oiseaiix qiii se trouvent en Europe; pn;ct;<le d’une 
Analyse du Sysluine general d* Ornitbologie. Par C. .T. Tem- 
inincic. Second Edit. Paris. 1820. 2 vol. 8vo. 

(172.) General systematic works, wherein not only 
the divisions are defined, but the species are described, 
are much more useful to the practical ornithologist, 

* The best English translation is that by Dr. M‘Murtrie, iti one thick 
octavo voliiino, the abridgeincnt being continect to the descriptions of the 
species, which are mca!»rc, and not at all necessary to a knowiedge of the 
system. Ttiere are two others, much more expensive, but they are over- 
loaded, cither with badly executed plates, or verbose and ill digested additions. 
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whose primary object is to ascertain the name and his- 
tory of a bird with which he is unacquainted. Before 
the great reform in the nomenclature of this science, 
commenced by the illustrious Illiger, and introduced into 
this country long afterwards, the General Synopsis of 
Dr. Latham was the universal text-book. The early 
volumes of the General Zoology of Dr. Shaw, are partly 
abridged from the Synopsh, and compilated from other 
authors. On the death of Dr. Shaw, the subsequent 
volumes were edited by Dr. Leach and JVIr. Stevens : 
many of the modern genera were then introduced, par- 
ticularly by the latter, who also incorporated the new 
birds figured in the more recent publications ; thus ren- 
dering the work, upon the whole, far more useful for 
ordinary purposes of reference than cither the General 
Synopsis', or the more recent History of Birds, It 
must be remembered, however, that all these compil- 
ations, however serviceable, partake more or less of the 
faults already alluded to (l()7.)» mat- 

ters of doubt, recourse must be had to the original de- 
scriptions and figures contained in the authors from 
whom these general ornithologies have been compiled. 
'Fhe mere English reader must content himself with 
these : but, however poorly our own language is supplied 
with works of this class, that of France is much richer. 
The Manuel of M. Lesson, notwithstanding the de- 
fects in its arrangement that have been charged upon it, 
is certainly the best Compendium of modern ornitho- 
logy the student can possess. Most of the genera there 
published are briefly characterised, and it is a most use- 
ful index to the new species figured in those expensive 
continental works which are above the purchase of the 
generality of students. In both these respects, we 
give the preference to the Manuel rather than to the 
Traite de Ornithologie of the same writer. The orni- 
thological portion of the EnyelopHie MHhodique is a 
much more extensive and valuable work ; it contains, 
in fact, descriptions of all the species then known, ar- 
ranged under the genera of M. Vieillot, who is himself 
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the principal author. Very many of the descriptions are 
original, and all those species are incorporated which have 
been noted by Azara in l*aragiiay, and Le Vaillant in 
Africa. Notwithstanding diis work is unavoidably de- 
ficient in the more recent discoveries, and defective in 
jierpetuating species loosely descrilied by former writers, 
and which are only nominal, it is unquestionably the best 
general system of ornithology at present existing. It 
may therefore be cited as a good authority ; and it should 
be in the possession of every one who is desirous of investi- 
gating species. It may be as well to observe, that the 
fourth volume, which is sold separately, consists entirely 
of plates ; but the figures are so extremely rude and in- 
accurate, that they deserve not to be consulted or quoted. 
In concluding this part of our subject, we must not pass 
over BufFon, whose Ornithology, with all its defects, 
must ever he regarded as a standard authority. He was 
the first to describe those numerous species which are 
figured in the Planches Enlumiruks, and which are 
copied into our English systems. The best edition we 
have seen of BufTon is that edited by Sonnini, on account 
of the notes and remarks upon the birds of Ouiana, 
which the latter was able to insert from his original ob- 
servations. The system of Brisson is now, like that of his 
more celebrated countryman, obsolete ; but, as nearly all 
the descriptions are made from real specimens, and are 
remarkably accurate, the work is very useful as one of 
consultation. The following are the titles of the books 
here recommended. 

Brisson. Ornithologia. Latin and French. Paris. 1760. 
6 vol. 4to. Paris. 

Brisson. Ornithologia sive Synopsis Methodica, sistens Avium 
divisionem ill Onlines, Sectiones, Genera, Species, &c. l^iigd. 
Bat. 1763. 2 vol. 8vo. (A Synopsis of the above, contain* 

ing tlie essential characters in Latin). 

Bufibn. Ilistoire Naturellc des Oiseaux. Par Leclerc de 
Budbn. lledigu par C. S. Sonnini. Paris. An. xi. 128 vol. 
8vo. [The figures are very rude.) 

Latham. A general Synopsis of Birds. By Dr. J. Latham. 
London, 17912. &c. 3 vol. and 2 supplements. 4vo. (The 
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coloured figures are sufiiciently exact, in most instances, for 
determining the species.) 

Latham. Index Ornithologicus. London, 1790. 2 vol. 4to. 

(A Latin Synopsis of the last, without jdates.) 

Latham. General History of Birds. Winchester, 1821 — 1824. 
10 vol. 4to.* 

Shaw. General Zoology, or Systematic Natural History. Com- 
menced by Dr. Slniw, and continued by Mr. Stevens. I^on- 
don, 1809 — 18‘J(>, 8vo. (The birds occupy from vol. 7 to 
14, each vol. being in two parts. The plates are plain and 
mostly copied from otlier works, but tolerably ^Migraved. 
Lesson. Manuel d’ Ornithologie, on Description des Genres 
et des priiicipales Kspeces d’Oiseaux. Par 11. P. Lesson. 
J’aris, 182S. 2 vol. 12mo. 

Vieillot. Tableau Encycloj)»Hliqiie et Methodique des Trois 
Ilegnesdela Nature. Ornithologie, ])ar TAbbe Bonnaterre, 
etcontinuoe par Jj. P. Vieillot. Paris, 1S2.‘}. ii vol. 4to. 

(173.) Under th(? head of baiitjai. systkms, we in- 
clude monographs of particular groups^ cither published 
separatedy, or in the transactions of learned societies. 
2, Miscellaneous descriptions, incorporated with other 
subjects; and, Collections of figures and descriptions 
of select ornithological subjects. Many of the former, 
and some of the latter, equally belong to our fifth divi- 
sion ; hut they arc here noticed that the student, upon 
merely looking over one of the lists, may not suppose 
they have been altogether omitted. Tlie most valuable 
collection of monographs of certain genera is contained 
in the volume of AVagler before alluded to : it is ren- 
dered, however, defective by the absence of specific 
characters, after the manner of liinmcus and the best 
modern zoologists, while the unnecessary and injudi- 
cious changes that liavc been made in some of the best ge- 
neric and specific names, and the artificial nature of nearly 
all the new divisions, shows that industry is the author’s 
chief cpialification ; on the other hand, the descriptions 
of the species, although diffuse and laboured, are very 
accurate, and the work is not only valuable, but indis- 
pensable to every systematic ornithologist. M. Tern- 

* Iho same plates are used for this work as were inserted in the General 
Synopsis j but several others arc added. 
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minck’s Monographs of the GaUinaceoua Uinh are clear 
anti masterly, anti should l)e taken as a pattern for all 
sucli dissertations. The descri])tioii of the species, while 
they are free from the turgidlty above alluded to, are 
scientific and accurate, while, in the Si/nopm, each is 
technically characterised by a short specific diagnosis in 
Latin. TJie splendid folio volume, wherein all the spe- 
cies are figured, rather belongs to our iconographic divi- 
sion of ornithological works. A masterly Monograph of 
the Parrots, by the late M. Kuhl, will be found essen- 
tially necessary to every ornithologist who studies that 
beautiful, but very intricate family, since it not only 
contains many species not before characterised, but it 
serves as a systematic index to the two splendid volumes 
by Iwe Vaillant, subsequently noticed, u])on the same 
group. The Jkiidroaiiapti, or tree-cieepers of tropical 
America, have been ably illustrated in a distinct essay by 
the celebrated traveller and zoologist, Lichtenstein ; and 
there is a monograph of the genus Lurns, by Mr. Mac- 
gillivrey, in the WemerUni Tmumdionn, It would, 
however, be utterly impossible, in a work of this nature, 
to enumerate all the distinct essays and papi*rs upon 
ornithology, scattered through the voluminous transac- 
tions and scientific records of all the learned societies in 
Kurope and America, since half our volume might be 
filled with their titles. In the splendid folio plates of 
the zoological subjects discovered on the three scientific 
expeditions sent out by the F rench Government in the 
L’lJraine, the Coquille, and the Astrolobe, are many new 
and highly curious birds, particularly in the second of these 
volumes, which records the acquisitions of M.M. Garnot 
and Lesson : these latter descriptions, fortunately for the 
generality of ornithologists, are rendered accesible to all 
by being incorporatecl in the Maimed of the last men- 
tioned naturalist. AV e may, perhaps, be permitted, in 
this place, to mention that, in the six volumes which 
compose our two series of Zoological Illustrations, there 
are 115 plates and descriptions of birds, nearly all of which 
are figured for the first time, and arranged under their 
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modern groups. A few original figures of birds are also 
in the two first volumes of Dr. Leach's Zoological Mis- 
ccllang : but those in the Naturalises MiscMmy Oi 
Dr. ShaAV arc nearly all copied froni other works^ and 
are altogether too inaccurate to be quoted. M. Le Vail- 
lant’s spleifdid folios on the parrots, paradise birds, horn- 
bills, bee-eaters, rollers, &c., will be noticed un(k?r the 
succeeding hearls. The titles of the works above alluded 
to are as follows. 

2. Partial Systematic Works. 

Wagler. Systerna Aviurn. Aiictor Dr. Joannes Wagler. 

Pars prima. Stiittgartia'. 1827. 

TeminiMck. Illstoiri* Naturolle CeinTale dcs Pigeons et dos 
GuUinaces. Par C. J. TcMuininck. Ainst. 181.';. ,‘5 vol. 8vo. 
Quoy ct Gaiinard. Voy.'ige autoiir dii Monde, exuiite sur 
les Corvettes L’Uraincet la Pliysicienne, pendant les annees 
1S17 --1820, par Le Clievnlier Louis de Freycinet. Paris, 
1824. I vol. 4to. pp. 712, and 1 vol. folio of plates. (The 
latter contains twenty-seven of birds.) 

Carnot and Lesson. Voyage aulour dii ]\Iondc, execute 
sur la Corvette laCoquille, pendant les anmV‘s 1822 — 1825, 
par Capitainc Dnperrey. Paris, 1820’. 2 vol. 4to. and 1 

vol. folio of plates. (The latter contains forty of birds.) 

Astrolobe. Voyage de I’Astrolobc, pendant les annees 182() 
— 1829, sous le connnandejnent de M. J. Duniont d’Ur. 
ville. Zoologie, par M. M. Quoy et Gaiinard. (This work, 
the pl.'ites of which are uniforin with tiiose of the two pre- 
ceding, is now ill course of publication at Paris. The de- 
scriptions are in royal 8vo. 

liCach. The Zoological Miscellany : being descriptions of new 
or interesting animals. l>y W. E Leach. M. D. iScc. Lon- 
don, 1814 — 1817. 3 vol. royal octavo. (Tlie two first 

volumes contain together twenty- seven plates of birds.) 

Swainson. Zoological Illustrations, or Original Figures and 
Descri])tions of new, rare, or interesting Animals ; selected 
chiefly from the classes of Ornithology, Entomology, and 
Conchology. Second Series. London, 1820 — 1823. 3 vol. 
royal 8vo;' containing sixty-seven plates of biids. 

Swainson. Zoological Illustrations. Second Series. T.ondon, 
1832 — 1833. 3 vol. royal 8 vo ; containing forty-seven plates 
of birds. 

(174‘.j Geographic Ornithology constitutes our 
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third division of works belonging to this science. 
These we shall arrange under the five zoological* pro- 
vinces of the world, as defined and illustrated in a 
former volume*; as^ 1. Europe; 2. Asia; 3. Africa; 
4. America ; 3, Australia. Jn proportion as our know- 
ledge of natural groups is increasi^d, we find them, 
in very many instances, as much characterised by their 
geographic distribution, as by their external forms. 
Hence the locality of a genus is now become part of its 
essential character, and saves tl;e student infinite trouble 
when investigating the binls of any particular country. 

( 173 .) In regard to Eurofkan ornithology, it is need- 
less to enumerate the very many works that have been 
published, in one shape or other, on the birds of the dif- 
ferent kingdoms. The most costly are those of Noze- 
man on the birds of the Low Countries, in four folio 
volumes ; yet the figures, by Sepp, arc poor and unnatural. 
Wolf and Meyers’ Abunnavk of (wvrman /Hrrh, in two 
octavo volumes, are valuable for many excellent obs:erv- 
ations, hut we do not possess them. The substance, 
however, of all these will lx* found in M. Temminck’s 
Jl'fanucl of the OrnHholoijij of F^nrope ; while the excel- 
lent coloured figures of Mr. Could will supersede the 
necessity of possessing any of the other ex])ensive works 
on the birds of Europe. Our object is not to give a 
general catalogue, but to enumerate such works 01 dy as 
are either absolutely essential to an ornithological student, 
or are eminently beautiful in their execution, and there- 
fore entitled to the first place in a well selected library of 
natural history. In regard to the birds of our own 
country, we consider the excellent Illufttriitmis of Brilwh 
OrnHhologyy by Mr. ISelby, quite sufficient for all pur- 
pose's of accurate description or pictorial illustration. It 
is not generally known, that the letter-press to this 
otherwise costly work, forms two separate volumes in 
octavo, the price of which renders them accessible to 

(ipcgraphy and Classification of Animals. See .also Murray’s Ency- 
o1opa[>clia of Ccogra))hy, wlicrc we have treated the natural distribution of 
bird# in more detail. 
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every one who can affoni a few lx)oks on his favourite 
pursuit. The original edition of Montagu's Ornitho^ 
logical Dictionary is a standard authority, nor must 
Bewick's British Birds be forgotten, although tlie fi gures, 
however Ix'autiful as works of art, are on too small a 
scale for the determination of doubtful species. Alany 
other works on British ornithology, either original or 
compiled, have lately appeared, anti more are announced. 
We fully concur with Mr. Selby, in considering that the 

union of conciseness and perspicuity, with a plain di- 
dactic style, is that in which all works on scientific sub- 
jects should be written.’* 

(lyh.) The ornithology of Asia has only of late re- 
ceived some portion of that attention it so greatly 
demands. Le Vaillant, indeed, has devoted a part of 
one of his volumes to the horn-bills, a family almost 
peculiar to this region ; ainl tlie title of his work leads 
us to suppose he contemplated a much fuller account of 
the rare birds of India. Dr. Iforsfield has added con- 
siderably to our knowledge of the animals of tlava, par- 
ticularly of its birds, ima paper inserted in the I/mofcnn, 
Transactions, and in a separate work. Mr. (lould has 
published, in a costly volume, many new and magni- 
ficent birds from the Himalaya mountains. There are 
also a few birds in the published collection of (leneral 
Ilardwicke’s Indian drawings, but as most of them are 
designed by native artists, no great degree of accuracy 
or of finish can be expected. I’here is still wanting a 
complete work on the general ornithology of this eastern 
hemisphere, worthy alike of the splendour of the sub- 
jects, of the present state of zoological painting, and 
of the munificence of that body of princely patrons 
under whose* fostering care so much lias been done to 
illustrate the civil and natural history of our oriental 
possessionsT Whether, under the present adverse cir- 
cumstances of the Honourable Bast India Company, 
they have now the means of patronising such a work, is 
very doubitful ; but it certainly would be vain to attempt 
it, exceptng under their auspices. The birds of Africa 
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are chiefly known hy the admirable work of Le Vaillant, 
whose sole object in travelling the southern parts of 
this continent was to collect specimens for the French 
and Dutch cabinets. Only six volumes of this great 
undertaking have heen published, so that the whole of 
the rasorial, grallatorial, and natatorial orders are omitted. 
In the volume of zoologiciil jdates, or atlas, to M. 
Iliippers travels, tlierc are a few birds of Northern 
Africa ; while some interesting materials for the ornitho- 
logy of the western coast, which we have long been 
collecting, will probably soon be put into tlie hands of 
the publisher. 

(177)- The state of our knowledge of the birds of 
America offers a singular contrast to that which wc* 
possess on the two last provinces. Hiosc of the iiorthcrn 
portions of this continent have been so admirably figured, 
and their habits so fully described, by the celebrated 
Wilson, tliat little has been left, comparatively, for 
those who have gone over the same ground. Many of 
the new species, said to he since discovered, are, in fact, 
cither already named by 'lFilson,%)r are young birds, or 
females, of well known sorts. In the continuation of 
Wilson’s noble work, by the prince of Musignano, the 
greatest care has lx?en taken to avoid the above errors ; 
and we believe all the species are really new. Professor 
Nuthall has also juiblished, as we hear, an account of 
the birds of North America in a more popular form, 
but the work is not to be had in this country, and we 
catmot, therefore, speak of its contents or execution 
from personal knowledge. M. Audubon’s two volumes 
of letter-press may be consulted with much advantage, 
but the scientific descriptions are destitute of that pre- 
cision and detail which might have been expected in 
tSese days ; and as the nomenclature is not that which 
is now in use *, it is impossible to make out the modern 

• The author states in his preface (vol. ii. p. xxvii.)i "that he has fol- 
lowed the nomenclature of C. Lucicn Bonaparte, t. e. the prince of Musig. 
nano.” M. Audubon, however, do^ not appear to be aware that the 
nomenclature he has used has been long ago repudiated by the prince 
himself, as altogether unsuited to the present state of ornithology : for, in 
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genera to which his supposed new species really belong, 
either by his descriptions or his figures, beautifully de- 
signed as the latter unquestionably are : in this latter 
respect, they will always he valuable as models of ornitho- 
logical forms. Materials towards the ornithology of Mexico 
will be found in the description or enumeration of many 
new birds of that country inserted by us in the Philo- 
sophical Magazine and in Murray’s Encyclopaedia of 
Geography ; but much more remains for future dis- 
covery. The birds of the West Indies, by some strange 
fatality, are as little known now as they were in the 
time of Sir Hans Sloane, and wc have no accounts what- 
ever of the ornithology of that part of tropical America 
laying between (luitainala and Cayenne, including the 
whole of (.’oluinbia ; for the few species known to inhabit 
these countries arc mixed up in our general works. De- 
merara, equally remarkable for the variety and beauty of 
its feathered inhabitants, has been often visited by ama- 
teurs, whose sole object seems to have been that of pro- 
curing perfect skins : as to the habits of the birds them- 
selves, their structure,' or their classic names, we know 
almost as little about them as if they never existed. 
This lamentable oversight in neglecting all that can be 
truly beneficial to science, we may confidently hope 
will be remedied, as far as concerns Hemcrara, by the 
exertions of an enterprising and scientific zoologist. 
M. Schombergli, w^ho is now conducting the expedition 
into the interior of that little-known region, set on foot 
by the Royal Geographic Society, and who, with his 
assistants, intends to devote great attention to the orni- 
thology of those inland tracts the expedition may ex- 
plore. Among the numerous and important labours of 
Le Vailliant must l)e mentioned his monograph of the 
Ampclida*, or typical fruit-eaters, a most splendid group 
of birds, peculiar to tropical America, and whose man- 
ners are recorded from his personal observation. Pro- 

his Srtgio di una DisirUmxione Metfutdica dvgli Animale Vertchrati^ printed 
in the learned and liable author casts aside his old nomenelaturej 
which M. Audubon has taken up, and adopts all the modern genera, 
p 2 
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cecding towards tlie south we come to Brazil, an empire 
almost ihexhaustable in the variety and beauty of its 
productions, among which birds form a prominent 
feature. With the exception, however, of the two 
valuable, but enormously expensive*, volumes by Dr. 
Spix, on the birSs of Brazil, nothing has yet been done 
to illustrate, even by figures, the richest ornithological 
province in the world. Being one of those who have 
visited tliis region, with scientific objects alone in view', 
ive have commenced the publication of that part of 
our acquisitions which regard ornithology, and hope to 
continue it to several volumes. We understand that 
a similar undertaking has been Ixigan by professor 
Schreil)er of Vienna, but w'e have not yet been fortu- 
nate in meeting with the first part, which we believe is 
the only one yet published. The two volumes of iM. 
Lesson upon the humming birds may pro})crly come 
wdthiix this division of our subject ; since this family 
is almost peculiar to the tropical regions of America, 
many new species are here, for the first time, made 
Icnown ; and the figures, although stiff and unnatural 
in their drawing, are yet engraved and coloured with 
great beauty. The student of this charming family 
must also coiisult the previous [>ublication of M.AI. 
Vieillot and Audehert, w'ho have included all the species 
then knowji in tlieir costly work, entitled, Oiscaujr 
Doves, 111 regard to the ornithology of Peru, nothing 
has lieeii yet published in a collccttMl form. The few 
remarks of Alolliiii on the birds of C’hili are vague and 
unscientific ; hut we have just w^eii a paper, printed in 
(Jerman, by T. H. Von Kittlitz, containing an account of 
twelve new birds of this country, accompanied by a slight 
but expressive etching of each spe?.*ies, faithfully coloured, 
some of which are drawn with a spirit and grace quite op- 
j)Osed to that stiff and unnatural style so universal among 
the ornithological artists of the Continent. The celebrated 
Azara is the only authority we possess on the birds of 


* 'I'he price of thc.<ic two quarto volumes, in I^ondoii, is about HO/. I an 
solute prohibition to tlieir purchase. 
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Paraguay. (Considering that this extraordinary man 
had never studied systematic ornithology (indeed, like 
Buffbn, he affected to despise system), it is surprising 
to verify the accuracy of his descriptions and measure- 
ments ; and yet, strange to say, from not having given 
any Latin names, either generic or specific to his birds, 
he has l)een, unintentionally, the cause of introducing 
into our systems a host of nominal species. This will 
))e understood when it is explained that no less than 
three systematists have attempted to refer all the biids 
he has described, without hnirimj .srew them, to the re- 
corded g(‘nera ; so that the very same species will be 
found not unfrequently in three different groups to 
which it has been referred by Soiinini, Vieiilot, and 
l^atham, each having no other guide than the original 
descrl])tion of Azara, which is often silent upon those 
very ])oints upon which correct judgment as to the true 
genus can be alone formed. Wv have been assured 
that Azara transmitted to Europe preserved sirecimcns 
of every animal he described, and that they still exist 
in tlie royal museum of Madrid, unnotic(>d and un- 
known'* by all his commentators. We know not a more 
acceptable service that could be done to science than the 
])ersonal examination of these specimens by a compe- 
tent ornithologist, who could at once determine every 
species, and by referring each to its true genus, place a 
stamp upon the writings of Azara, which \vouhl render 
his admirable work as standard an authority as that of 
Wilson, or even of liuffon. Without such information 
we shall never be able correctly to locate upwards of 
500 species, Avhich Azara has actually described as na- 
tives of Paraguay ; a country whose political state has 
prevented all our South American zoologists from 
visiting. 

(178.) The ornithology of Australia, the last zoolo- 
gical province, includes New Guinea, New Holland, and 
the Pacific Islands. There exists many valuable materials 
for this department, but they are widely scattered in 
detached fragments, and no attempt has yet been sue- 
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'.•essful in collecting them. The earliest account of the 
birds of New Holland will l)e found in the voyages of 
Collins, Phillips, and White. 'J’he plates of the two 
former are plain, but those of the latter are accurately 
coloured, and the drawings, in general, are very faithful. 
The volume of White is exceedingly valuable in every 
way, for it contains no less than twenty-nine jdates of 
birds alone, independent of the quadrupeds, rejitiles, and 
plants. A beautiful work on the zoology of New 
Holland was coiniiKMiceil by 7)r. Sliaw, but discon- 
tinued, for want of public support, after the first num- 
ber.* Lewin, a zoological artist, settled in the country, 
published a thin volume, containing twenty-six plates, 
and descriptions of the native birds, drawn and etched by 
himself in a free and masterly style ; yet this, too, 
shared the fate of the attempt made by Dr. Shaw, to the 
regret of every lover of ornithology. The Linmean So- 
ciety, with liberality and judgment, purchased a noble 
collection of the birds of this country, which now 
grace their museum. After many years, Messrs. Hors- 
tield and Vigors undertook to describe them, and the 
first part of their labours, inst*rted in the Transactions, 
are, upon the whole, of considerable value ; but, by the 
strange fatality which has attended the former attempts, 
ten years have elapsed without any thing having btxjii 
ifone, so far as we can learn, to finish tJie undertaking : 
thus, nearly one half of the birds remained unnamed. Our 
attention has been for many years directed to this object, 
but so little are our public bbrarians and bibliopolists, 
disposed to encourage works of pure science, that, even if 
other circumstances were favourable, we question whe- 
ther these materials will ever see the light. In regard 
to the ornithology of New Guinea, and the Pacific 
Islands^ our information is very scanty, and, with the 
exception of the magnificent work of Le Vaillant on the 
Paradise Birds, is almost exclusively derived from the 

* In this is figured the Colvmha avtarcticaf described many years after 
as a new ispocies by M. Teinminck, under tlie name of Columha dilophus. 
The latter name, however, is so aiipropriate that It maybe allowed to res 
main. 
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French zoological navigators, particularly those of the 
(’oquille, already noticed. Of the species discovered by 
Forster and sir Joseph Banks, inserted in Dr. La- 
tham’s Si/nopsiff, very few can now be referred to their 
modern genera ; so that in eftect they become, like many 
hundreds of others in the same predicament, — nominal 
species. 

Lint of the cJikf Goographie Ornithological If or 
' arranged under the Five Zoological Provinces. 

1. Europe. 

Tcinminck. Manuel d’Ornitliologic, ou Tableau Systeina- 
tique lies Oiscaux qiii sc trouventen Europe, &c. Far C. J. 
Tcinminck. Second Edition. Paris, 1820. 2 vol. 8vo. 

Gould. J. The Birds of Europe, lioyal folio. Now in course 
of publication. 

Selby. Illustrations of British Ornithology. In two Series, 
viz. the Land and Water Birds. London, 1821-1824. Im- 
perial folio. (Plates only.) 

Selby. Illustrations of British Ornithology; containing the De- 
scriptions of the Birds of Great Britain. London, 1825, &c. 
2 vol. 8vo. 

Montagu. Ornithological Dictionary; or Alphabetical Sy- 
nopsis of British Birds, by Geo. Montagu, F. L. S. Lon- 
don, 1802. 2 vol. 8vo. Supplement to ditto. 1 vol. 

Exeter, 1813. 

The pages of this w'ork arc, unfortunately, not numbered : 
the first volume contains one coloured plate; the supplcineUt 
has twenty-four others uncoloured. 

2. Asia. 

Le Vaillant. Histoirc Naturellc d’unc partie d'Oiseauk nou- 
veaux et races de PAm^'rique et des Indcs. Par Fran^oik 
Le Vaillant. Tom, 1. Paris, 1801. 4to. Forty-nine col- 
loured plates. 

This was the only volume published. It contains twenty- 
four plates and descriptions of hornbills, the last being the 
Philcdon corniculatus, which is the Meliphagous representa- 
tive of the*./^Mrmdr:p. The rennainder of the volume is devoted 
to the AmjKluhs or fruit-eaters of America. 

Ilorsfield. Zoological Uesearches in Java and the neighbour- 
ing Islands. By Tlios. Ilorsfield, M.D., &c. London, 
1824. i vol. 4to. 
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Neither the plates or the pages of this work arc num- 
l)ered ; but there are thirty-two coloured plates of Javan- 
ese birds, with ample descriptions. 

Ilorsheld. Systematic Arrangement and Description of Birds 
from the Island of Java. Inserted in the Linna^an Trans- 
actions, vol. xiii. 

Gould. A Century of Birds, hitherto unfigured, from the 
Himalaya Mountains. By John Gould, A.L.S. Lon- 
don, 1832. 1 vol. folio. 

The nomenclature and descri])tions are stated to be by 
N. A. Vigors, Esq. M.P. There are eighty plates, some 
of them well drawn, and all very highly coloured. 

Hardwicke and Gray. Illustrations of Indian Zoology. 
Folio. (The plates only have yet appeared.) 

Africa. 

Le Vaillant. Ilistoirc Naturcllc des Oiseaux de TAfrique. 
Par Francois Le Vaillant. Paris, 1799-1808. 6 vol. 4to. 

^ The number of plates in this valuable work are exactly 300. 
The figures are drawn , with a very few exceptions, by artists 
who had iioscientinc knowledge of a bird: they are, conse- 
quently, stifl’, unnatural, and very inferior ; nor should tJiey 
be confounded with those executed for the other w’orks of 
this author by the celebrated Barrabaud. 'I’lie great merit 
of this work lies in the letter-press, in the ol)servaf.ions on 
‘the natural groups, and in the account of the manners and 
habits of the diil’ereiit species. A few of these latter, how- 
ever, in the two first voIumc.s, are not natives of Africa, but 
have been introduced for the purpose of facilitating compa- 
rison. 

Riippcll. Atlas zii der Reise im nordlichin Afrika. Von 
Eduard Ruppell. Vogel Bearbeitet von Dr. Med. Ph. J. 
Cretzscli mar. Frankfurt am Main, 1826. Folio. 

The ornithological portion is paged separately, and con- 
tairi^ thirty-six plates and descriptions, Tlie former are 

; very respectable lithographs, and appear faithfully coloured. 
The letter-press is in German, but the specific characters in 
X.atin. 

4. Amkrjca. 

Wilson, American Ornithology ; or, Natural History of the 
Birds of the United Statc.s. 9 vol, 4to. Philadelphia, 1803- 
1814. With 76 coloured plates. 

Wilson. The American Ornithology of Alexander Wilson, 
w'itli a Continuation by C. L. Bonaparte. The illustrative 
notes and life of Wilson by Sir William Jardiiic, Bart. 
L ondon and Edinburgh, 1832. 3 vol. 8vo. 
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The order in which the birds were originally published is 
preserved in this edition ; and the plates are copies, although 
much reduced, to bring them within the octavo size. The 
colouring is slight, but sufficient to identify the species. 

Wilson. The American Ornithology of Alexander Wilson, 
with a Continuation by C. L. Bonaparte. Edited by pro- 
fessor Jameson. Edinburgh, 1831. 4 vol. 12mo. 

' This edition forms a part of Constable's MiscAUtny ; and 
although the original text is given verbatim, there are no 
phates. The subjects have the advantage of being arranged 
in their i^imily groups, as, fur instance, the falcons, owls, 
&c., arc placed together; but, unlike the edition above 
mentioned, all the species are left under their f>ld, and now 
disused, generic names ; while even the synonyines, by some 
strange oversight, are nearly altogether omitted. This is 
ranch to be regretted, after the masterly investigations of 
the prince of Musignano, in the two following works, had 
rectified all Wilson’s errors of nomenclature. 

Bonaparte, C. 1^. (Prince of Musignano). Observations on 
tlie Nomenclature of Wilson’s Ornithology. Philadelphia, 
182(i. 1 vol. 8vo. 

Bonaparte, C. L. The Genera of North American Birds, 
ami a Synopsis of the species found within the territory of 
the United States. By Charles laicien Bonaparte, Prince 
of Musignano. Extracted from the Annals of the Lycacum 
of Natural History of New York. New Y\>rl;, 1828. 
1 vol. 8vo. 

In these two admirable and exceedingly scarce volumes, 
whicrh every one who writes on the birds of America ought 
to consult, the unavoidable errors of Wilson, in regard to 
noiruMiclature, are pointed out, many new species are added, 
and original observations interspersed. The contents of 
both will be found' in a series of papers in the Transactions 
of the American Societies. A few cofiies only were then 
printed separately, made up into volumes, and distributed 
by the noble author to the chief ornithologists of Europe 
and to his scientilic friends. Neither, w'e have reason to be- 
lieve, were ever olfered for sale, 

Audubon. Ornithological Biography ; or, an Account of the 
Habits of the Birds of the United States of America; ac- 
companied by Descriptions of tlie Objects represented in the 
Work entitled the Birds of America, and interspersed witli 
Delineations of American Scenery and Manners. By J. J. 
Audubon, E. K. S., &c. Edinburgh, 1832-1834. 2 vols. 

royal 8vo. 

Ttiere are many isolated facts of much interest in these 
volumes ; but they have not been made use of for general- 
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isation ; and the nomenclature, as already remarked, is that 

^ which has gone out of use. The episodes, altliough not 
connected with the subject, are particularly amusing. 

Audubon. The IJirds of America; being the Atlas Collec- 
tion of Plates described in the above work, and now in 
course of publication. 

Richardson and Swainson. Fauna Boreali- Americana; or, 
the Zoology of the Northern Parts of British America, con- 
taining Descriptions of the Objects of Natural History 
the collected on late Northern Land Expeditions under 
the command of Captain Sir John I'ranklin, H. N. Part 2. 
The Birds by William Sw'iiinson and John Richardson, 
M. D. Published under the authority of the Right Hon. 
the Secretary of State for Colonial Allairs. London, 1831. 
1 vol. in 2 parts. 

This work is quoted throughout the Camnet Cvclo- 
as 2^urlhcrn Zoologi/. It contains fifty coloured plates. 
The whole of the descriptions, and nearly all the synonymes, 
are entirely from the pen of Dr. Richardson ; and we may, 
therefore, be permitted to express our opinion, in the words 
of another writer, that “they are models of perfection,’* 
Not only is the plumage described, but such a masterly de- 
finition of the form of each bird is added, that every experi- 
enced ornithologist would be able to determine the modern 
genus, even if the name had not been given. The classifi- 
cation is in unison with that which is more fully developed 
in this treatise. 

Swainson. A Synopsis of the Birds of Mexico. By William 
Swainson. London, 1827. 

This is a paper inserted in Tailor's PhUoaophical Mafra’dne 
for June, 1827, and in which the specific cliaracters of new 
species are given. 

Swainson. A Monograph of the Tyrant Shrikes of America. 

Inserted in the Journal ^ the Royal Institulmuy No. xi. 
The subordinate groups of this family are here first defined 
and named, and the species described. 

Lc Vaillant, Ilistoire Naturcllc d’une partie d’Oiseaux nou- 
veaux et rares de 1* Amerique et des Indes. Par F. Le Vaillant. 

We have already noticed this work under the head of 
Asia. It contains plates and descriptions of the tropical 
Ampelifliv, or fruit-eaters. 

Spinx. Avium Species Nova; quas in Itinere Annis 1817-20. 
I?cr Braziliam collegit et descripsit. 2 vol. royal 4to. With 
222 coloured plates. Genuae, 1824-26. 

The figures arc accurate, and faithfully coloured, but stifif 
and unnatural. 

Lesson. Ilistoire Naturcllc des Oiseaux Mouclies. In sc- 
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vcnteen numbers, containing eighty-six plates. Paris, 1829. 
1 vol. 8vo. 

Lesson. Ilistoire Naturelle des Colibris, suivie d’un Supple- 
ment a I’Histoire Naturelle des Oiscaux Moiiclies. Thir- 
teen numbers, containing sixty-six plates, Paris, 1831. 
1 vol. 8vo. 

Lesson. Les Trochiliiiees, ou les Colibris ct les Oiseaux 
Mouches. Fourteen numbers, containing seventy plates. 
Paris, 1832-18;M. 

We have already alluded to these works, which we class 
under this head, as the whole of the humming birds are 
restricted in their geographic range to the continent of 
America. 

Kittlit/. Uber Einige Vogel von Chili, beobachtet im Marz 
und Anfang, April, 1827. Von F. H. von Kittlitz, natur- 
forscher der Expedition der Seinavin. 

'J’lic birds that are described and figured with so much 
spirit in this valuable and interesting paper (which^we have 
only seen in a detached form) arc as follows ; — 

Phitotoma silens. Synallaxis iKgithaloides. ^ 

riero])tochos rubicula. Opetiorynchos rupestris. ; 

albicollis. IVIuscicapa parulus. 

_ megapodius.* — pyrope. 

Troglodytes paradoxus. • Fringilla diuca, Mollini, 
Synallaxis humicola. Crypturus perdicarius. ' 

Aznra. Voyages dans PAmerique Meridionalc. Par Don 
F^lix do Azara, Coinmissairc et Commandant des limites 
Espagnoles dans le Paraguay, depuis 1781 jusqu’en 1801. 
Publics d’apres les Manuscrits del* Auteur, par C. A, Walck- 
enaer. Suivis de ITIistoire Naturelle des Oiseaux du Para- 
guay et dc La Plata, par le meme auteur, traduite, d’apres 
Toriginal Espagnol, et augmentee d*un grand nombre de 
Notes, par M. Soniiini. Paris, 1809. 4 vol. 8vo. (With 

an Atlas of Twenty-five Plates.) 

This edition of the zoological researches of this extraor- 
dinary Spaniard is now become very rare. The two last 
volumes, that is, the third and fourth, are entirely devoted to 
ornithology, and contain full descriptions of no less than 448 
species, collected by the author himself, chiefly in Paraguay. 
M. Sonnini, not having seen the birds, has been guided 
merely by the descriptions in referring them t(f the systematic 
genera; and MM. Vieillot and Latham have followed the 
same plan to a much more injurious extent. Azara is the 
Wilson of South American ornithology, and his name will 


This is the Leptonyx macropus of our Zoological Illustrations. 
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ever rank as the first dcscriber of the birds of these little 
known regions. 


5. Australia. 

Collins. Account of the English Colony of New South 
Wales. London, 1798-1802. 2 vols. 4to. With many 

coloured IMates of Natural History. (A second edition was 
published in 1804.) 

Phillips. Voyage to llotany Bay, London, 1789. 1 vol. 

4to. (There is another edition in 8vo}. 

White. Journal of a Voyage to New South Wales ; with 
Sixty-five J'lates of nondescript Animals, Birds, Lizards, 
Serpents, curious Cones of Trees, and other Natural Pro- 
ductions. By John White, Esq., Surgeon- General to the 
Settlement. London, 1790. 1 vol. 4to. 

The plates of birds, all coloured, amount to twenty-nine. 
They are designed by jVliss Stone, the best zoological artist 
of that day ; and the specimens were all deposited in the 
I^everian ^luseum, where we w'ell remember seeing them. 
Lewin. A Natural History of the Birds of New South 
Wales; collected, engraved, .and faithfully painted after 
Nature. By John William Lewin, A.L.S., late of Pam- 
matta, New South Wales. Illustrated with Tw^enty-six 
Plates. I.ondon, 1 822. Thin folio. 

Shaw. Zoology of New Holland. By George Shaw, M.l). 
The Figures by James Sowerby, F. L. S. London, 179:1. 
1 vol. thin 4to. 

Of the twelve coloured plates which were published of this 
work, five are of birds. 

llorsfield and Vigors. A Description of the Australian Birds 
in the Collection of the Liiina^an Society, with an Attempt 
at arranging them according to their natural Aflinitics. 
By N. A. Vigors, Esq. M.A. 8tc., and Thomas llorsfield, 
M.D. &c. Part 2. London, 182G. 

Inserted in the lAtimtan TramactUmSy vol. xv. p. 170. 
Many new genera and species arc here characterised ; and 
the attempt at their natural arrangement, upon the whole, is 
highly creditable to tlie authors. The second part, however, 
has not yet appeared. 

(179*) The foregoing are the chief works upon geo- 
graphic ornitliology that we are acquainted with. We 
believe the list includes all those of any importance that 
have been completed* ; but there are no doubt many 

♦ There have been two or three German publications coinmence<i upon 
the zoology of Brazil, but which have been discontinued after the first or 
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Other essays and papers that may come under this class^ 
scattered ih the Transactions of Societies both at home 
and abroad. We must again repeat, that to complete 
these lists by noticing all incorporated papers of this 
description would extend this part of our volume to a 
most disproportionate length. 

(ItSO.) Our fifth and last section contains such works 
as are more especially intended to illustrate the science 
by coloured plates : they are necessarily, on this ac- 
count, of the most expensive description, and are there- 
fore aptly termed by the French Our.raijt*s dr luxe. 
Some feWj being of the nature of monograjdis, have 
been already alluded to, and others, like the African 
birds of Le Vaillant, and those of India by (iould, 
would have bc’en inserted, did they not decidedly be- 
long to geographic ornithology. These are the works 
which should lie in all public libraries whose funds 
are equal to their purchase ; and tliey should be ne- 
cessary accompaniments to public museums intended 
to advance zoological science. I'lifortunately, however, 
such institutions in Fngland are remarkably deficient 
in this respect ; so that it has become almost impos- 
sible for the naturalist to prosecute his studies success- 
fully, without incuring an expense so enormous that 
few private incomes can support. W'e have heard that 
the Zoological Society, the richest in this country, and 
that above all others which should possess a princely 
library in its o^yn department of science, is yet deficient 
in some of the most ordinary works of consultation 
and of reference. On the other hand, the Ratcliffe 
Library at Oxfonl is proverbially the richest, in all the 
splendid zoological publications we are about to enume- 
rate, of any in Britain. Its late lamented librarian. Dr. 
W'illiams, was more especially distinguislied for his zeal 
and lil)erality in this respect, and to him the library is 
mainly indebted for the celebrity it has acquire<l in this 


spcond number, and we have been unsucceasrul in procuring their exuc 
titles. 
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particular branch. We shall Ix^gin with those works of 
the last century which still retain their value as standard 
books of reference, and, after enumerating those of a 
later date, proceed to make a stdection of such as would 
constitute a magnificent and uniform series, worthy the 
library of a potentate. 


List of Illustrativa Works in Oniithologji which arc (f 
standard excellence and authoritg. 

Planches Enluminees. A Collection of one thousand and eight 
plates of Birds, generally known under tl)is title, which arc 
intended to accompany the original edition of Biiilbn’s II is- 
toire Naturelle des Oiseaiix. Paris, 1770-177(1. 10 vol. 

folio, or in imperial (piarto. 

This collection of figures owes its celel)rity more to the 
absence of any other, equally extensive, than to any merit the 
figures themselves possess, either of accuracy or of execution : 
the greatest praise that can be given them is, that they are 
generally recognisable, and can be identified with the birds 
themselves ; more, however from the colouring, than from 

I the accuracy of the drawing. They are all referred to in 
the several editions of Butlbn, and arc printed both on a 
folio and on a quarto size ; about nine represent insects, 
reptiles, and corals: the remainder arc entirely of birds. 

Temminck and Lnugier, Nouveau liecueil de Planches 
Colonies irOiseaux, pour servir dc suite et coniplemeiit nux 
Planches Knluininees de Buffon, d’apres les llesseins de Iluet 
et Pretre. Paris, 1820-1835. 

In the mechanical parts of its execution this is a very 
beautiful work, the paper and printing are of the best descrip- 
tion, and the plates are admirably engraved and coloured ; 
but the drawing is not faithful, nor is the colouring generally 
natural : the figures are stifl' and formal, and they are all 
put into nearly the same attitudes. The descriptions of the 
birds are meagre, and for the most part relate to the mere 
colour of the plumage. Occasionally, liowever, more 
extended remarks arc introduced on certain genera, as that 
of JiiicaroSf for instance, which arc really valuable ; but the 
total absence of synonyms, specific characters, and scien- 
tific descriptions of the form, structure, or habits of the birds 
themselves, renders this work far inferior to what it miglit 
have been, and what the scientific world expected, from the 
reputation of its authors. The publication is conducted so 
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irrc'ijiilarly, that we have never seen a complete set, even of 
those parts which arc out. 

Edwards. The Natural History of uncommon Birds, and 
of some other rare and undescribed Animals, exhibited in 362 
copperplates, in seven parts (or volumes). By George 
Edw’ards, Library Keeper to the Royal College of Physicians. 
London, 1743-1764. 

The seven volumes above mentioned includes the three 
volumes of ( m leant n»!i,nf Natural History, originally pub- 
lish separately. Of this valuable and standard work in our 
ornithological libraries, we have already spoken.* Latham 
and Shaw have compiled largely from it ; but Edwards should 
always be consulted in his own quaint but forcible and exact 
language. 

Brown. New Illustrations of Zoology, containing Fifty co- 
loured Plates of new, curious, and nondescript Birds, with 
a few Quadrupeds, Reptiles, and Insects, together with a 
short and Scientific Description of the same. By Peter Brown. 
London, 1776. 1 vol. 4to. 

Brown seems to have been a zoological painter; his 
figures are superior to those of Edwards, but his descriptions 
short and unsatisfactory. The volume is, nevertheless, 
valuable, and may be looked on as a supplement to those of 
Edwards. In both there is a French translation. 

Desmarest. Tlistoirc Natiirelle des Tanagers, des jNIanakins, 
et des Todiers. Piir A. G. Desmarest, avee Figures d’apres 
les Desseins de Mile. Pauline de Corcclles. Paris, 1805. 
1 vol. royal folio. 

A noble volume. The fair artist who designed the plates 
was a ])upil of Barrabaud, and, like her accomplished master, 
has succeeded in giving that rotundity to her subjects which 
relieves so much the sameness of position in which it was then 
the custom to paint birds. The author has not merely con- 
tented himself with describing the colour of the feathers ; he 
has investigated and detailed all tlic synonyms, drawn up 
excellent specific characters, and executed his task with the 
hand of a master. The volume contains seventy-two coloured 
plates, and is a fit companion to those of Le Vaillant. 

Vieillot. Histoire Naturelle des plus beaux Oiseaux Chanteurs 
de la Zone Torride. Par. L. P. Vieillot. Paris, 1805. 
royal folio. 

This, like the preceding, contains seventy-two plates, but 
the execution is in every respect inferior : one small bird oc- 
cupies a folio page, and the drawing and colouring iu*e only 
of ordinary execution. We hazard the assertion that more 
^ * Preliminary Discourse. 
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than one of the fi;;urcs are made up from description alone ; 
there are, ncvertlieless, many rare species represented, particu- 
larly of the tropical genera Amadinn and F.strrldn Sw.; Imt 
there are very many birds of Europe and Nortlj America in- 
troduced, in order, a])parent1y to make up the volume. It 
is a pretty show-book, and may be consulted occasionally, 
with great advantage. 

Vieillot. Ilistoire Naturclle dcs Oiscaux do 1* Amerique Sep- 
tcntrionale, contenant un grand nombre d’Espcces decrites 
pour la premiere fois. Par. 1.. P. Vieillot. 

The author describes many of these birds from personal ob- 
servation in their native country ; but he has likewise intro- 
duced those which he lias not seen, upon the authority of 
Pennant and Latham. The work is useful as a book of re- 
ference, but can neither rank in merit with tliat of Wilson, 
or in execution with those of Le Vaillant. 

iViidibcrt and Vieillot. Histoire Naturelle et Gi^iierale des 
Oiseaux Dores. ^ vol. folio. Paris, lb02. 

There are two impressions of this work, one in folio, the 
other in quarto; in the first of which, the iinines upon tl^e 
plates (180 in number) are printed in gold. The figures 
are accurate, w’ilhout being well drawn ; they represent the 
Jlumming birds, Jacaniars, Promerops, Creejiers, Sun l>irds, 
and I’aradisc birds. 

Le Vaillant. Histoire Naturelle des Perrocpiets. Par Fran- 
cois Le Vaillant. Paris, 1801-1805. 2 vol. royal folio (or 

quarto). 

With tlie exception of a few of the plates at tlie commence- 
ment of the first volume, the whole are executed from 
drawings by the celebrated Barrabaiid, the first artist who 
ventured to represent the varied attitudes of birds, .^t the 
same time preserving all that accuracy of detail .^o essential 
to their scientific characters. No painter of the present day 
can surpass, or perhaps equal, many of the exquisite designs 
contained in this and the subsecpicnt volumes, enriched by 
tlic same pencil. Tlie letter-press, although not scientific, is 
full of accurate detail and of valuable information. The 
number of plates are 1 .‘39, priiiUMi in colours, and finished by 
the hand ; in many of the copies, liowcvcr, the tints arc too 
rich, and “ overstep the modesty of nature. ’ The quarto edi- 
tion is precisely similar to the folio, except in the size of the 
paper. 

Le Vaillant. Ilistoire Naturclle des Oiseaux de Paradis. 

1 vol. folio. 

Equally splendid with the preceding. The size and 
extraordinary plumage of the Paradise birds requires a 
scale fully equal to the dimensiuns of this volume, which 
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exceeds any other of the author's in the beauty and splendour 
of its contents. 

Le Vaillant. llistoire Naturelle des Toucans et des Barbus, 
1 vol. folio. 

This is generally considered as the second volume of the 
last ; but the two works were published separately, and have 
distinct titles. 

Le Vaillant. Histoire Naturelle des Promerops, Guepiers, et 
des Couroucous. Paris, 1807. 1 vol. folio. 

Fewer copies, we suspect, of this latter volume must have 
been printed than of the two preceding, for we have never 
been able to procure it, or to see it in any library, public or 
private *. wc cannot, therefore, speak of its execution from 
actual knowledge. Of its merits there cad be no doubt, so 
far as the author is concerned, and if. as we have heard, the 
plates are executed from the drawings of Barral>aiid, the 
volume will be equal to the preceding. 

Lear. lUustrtitions of the family of Psittacida?, or Parrots ; 
the greater part of them species hitherto unfigured ; contain- 
ing forty-tw’o lithographic plates, drawn from life and on 
stone. By E, I^ear. A.l^.S. 1 vol. royal folio. 

This beautiful volume might be looked on as a supplement 
to the work of Le Vaillant upon the same family, had the 
plates been accompanied by descriptions, but unfortunately 
there is no letter-press beyond the title and the list of sub- 
scribers. Those drawings in the volume which have been 
taken from live birds are w'orthy of great praise, and all are 
beautifully and accurately coloured. 

Gould. A Monograph of the family of Ramphastidcc, or 
Toucans. London, 1834. 2 Parts, royal folio. 

Mr. Gould has ably investigated and beautifully delineated 
these singular birds, and has added several new species to 
those with which wc w'erc previously acquainted. A tliird part 
now in the] press, is intended to complete the w'ork, which 
icserves to be ranked with that upon the same group by 
Le Vaillant. 

Gould. A Monograph of the Trogonidae or Trogons. Part 
1. royal folio. 

Uniform with the preceding, and, from the superior 
beauty of tlie birds tliemselves, even more interesting. 

(181.) This list comprises all the royal foHo volumes 
of illustrative ornithology not mentioned in the preced- 
ing pages, with the exception, indeed, of some few of 
those on the European birds of the last century, whose 
execution is altogether inferior. They compose a series, 
Q 
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uniform in size, of about twenty volumes ; for many 
of those of which the ordinary copies are in quarto^ have 
been likewise printed in folio. They arc all necessary for 
the consultation of ornithological writers, and for ileter- 
mining the names of birds ; Wt their collective cost is so 
enormous, that few public libraries, or private indivi- 
duals, would think of expending such a sum on books 
belonging only to one department of natural history. 
There are, nevertheless, not wanting, even in this country, 
individuals who enrich their libraries with a selection 
of the best wwks of this nature. Jt is, therefore, with 
a view to guide such j)atrons in their choice, that we 
shall now divide the last list into two classes ; the lirst 
containing such works as are chiefly valuable for refer- 
ence, but not, like those in the second, pre-eminently 
beautiful in the execution of their figures. To these we 
shall annex the current prices, where known, as marked 
in some of the catalogues of the London booksellers. 

1. I Ad Folio Works on lUustratire. Ornitholo^nt/f <f the First 

Classt iiuijhrm in size, and diujlif valuahlc as Books (if Itc^ 
Jircnce, 

SolUnj? Catal. Publitvition 


Prire. of Price. 

Vols. .£ s. M s. 

Planches Knlumin^cs, Byflfhn - - 5 48 0- -00 

— ■■ Coloritcs, Tcniminck - 3 (now publishing) 

Audibert and Vieillot, Oiseaux Dort's - 2 V2 V2 - Polm - (> 0 

Vieillot’s Tropical Song Birds - - I 10 0 - Bohn - 18 0 

. ■ ... American Birds - - 2 20 0 • Bohn - 33 0 

Gould’s Himalayan Birds - - 1 10 0 - Bohn -1+0 

Total - - 16 jem is 


2. lAst of Folio Works on lUndralive ()rnilholo}ii/, of the Second 
Class, printed uniform in sixe, and eminent for the Beauty (f 
their Plates or the Value (f their Descriptions. 


Selling Catal. Publication 

Price. of Price. 

Vols. £ s. £ a. 

Lc Vaillant’s Parrakeets . . 2 20 0 . Bohn - 31 10 

— — Birds of Paradise - ” 

I ■- Toucans and Barbuto ' 1 r ^ * Bohn GO 0 

Bee^aters, &c. . . l3 
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List 2. — continued. 





Selling 

Catal. Publication 




Price. 

of 

Price. 


Vols. 

£ 



Brought forward 

- 

5 

52 0 



Lc V.'iillant's Birds of India and Amc. 1 


7 7 

- Bohn 

. IS 0 

Africa 


6 

32 0 

. Bohn 

- 0 0 

Dcsrnarcst’s Tanagers 

. 

1 

9 9 

- Wood 

- IS 0 

Tcinniinck’s rigeons 

- 

1 

es 0 

- Bohn 

- 0 0 

Cioiild’s Birds of Europe 

- 

0 

(now publishing) 



. 

1 

G 10 


- G 10 

Trogons 

- 

1 

2 10 


2 10 

Lear’s Parrots 

. 

1 

G 0 

.. 

- G 0 


Total - - - 17 14t) () 


3. Idst if select Qiinrlo Works enlirehf on JUnslratiee and Geo^ 
graphic (jrnit/io/ir^i/, if which Folio Editions were vcvet 
j/i'iiiled. 


Edwards's llirds 

lirown's Illustrations of Zoology > 
Jardine and Sdby's Birds 
Wilson’s American Ornithology 
Bonaiiarto’s ('ontinuation of ditto 
llichardson’s Northern Zoology 
I.owin’s Birds of New' Holland 
Spix’s Brazilian Birds 

Total 



Selling 

CataL Publicatio n' 


Price. 

of 

Price. 

Vols, 

£ s. 


£ s. 

- 7 

14 14 . 

Bohn 

- 0 0 

- 1 

2 10 - 

Wood 

. 0 0 

- 2 

14 0 . 


- 14 0 

- 1) 




- 3 




- 1 

3 0 - 


- 3 0 

- 1 

3 0 - 

Wood 

. 0 0 

- 2 

24 

42 0 - 

j6*79 4 

Bohn 

- 50 0 


( 182 .) In concluding this part of our subject^ \ve have 
felt it our iluty to state our plain and candid opinion on 
the various works that have passed under our notice, 
without favour or affection” even to those whom we 
class among esteemed acquaintance. If once the private 
feelings of regard or of esteem are made to influence the 
critic — as they unfortunately too often do — the con- 
fidence of the public will be entirely withdrawn ; the 
critic becomes a false guide, and will be mistrusted on 
all other, and future, occasions. 
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CHAP. ir. 

ox THE NOMENCLATURE AXJ> .DESCRIPTION OP BIRDS. 

(183.) Nomenclature, it has lieen well observed, is 
not strictly a ])art of the science of natural history ; 
yet it is not only a convenient but an essential instru- 
ment for making? that science more readily understood. 
Names convey definite ideas, as certain comhinations of 
letters produce certain words, whose meaning is known to 
every one. Hence it is that a fixed standard for both 
is equally essential. An author who violates those 
rules of systematic nomenclature that are acted upon by 
the common consent of the greatest naturalists, is as 
inexcusable as one who chooses to use the orthography 
of Chaucer in the nineteenth century. The old na- 
turalists paid little attention to this ; and almost every 
one, particularly in botany, invented a now name for 
the object he descrilK?d. As natural history treats of 
innumerable animals whose names have not been in- 
corporated in vernacular language, and has to express 
ideas which are not to Ik? met with in any other branch 
of human knowledge, it follows that its nomenclature 
should be expressive, and founded upon certain fixed 
princi])les. If no meaning is conveyed in the construc- 
tion of the words used, the memory has nothing to lay 
hold of as a help to bring the object before the mind ; 
and if every author is at liljerty to change or reject the 
name of an object at his owm will and pleasure, no 
stability can possibly be given to a language which is 
to enable two persons, placed at the opposite extremes 
of the globe, to converse upon the same object. The 
necessity of nomenclature being regulated by fixed laws, 
has been advocated by Linnaeus, Fabricius, and all the 
best systematic writers, both in zoology and botany. 
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^V'^ilklenow*Jin the latter departiTieiitJias digested several 
excellent aphorisms on tliis head, nearly all of which 
we are hound to adopt as being equally applicable to 
ornithology. 'I'he advanced state of our science, how- 
ever, requires several others. These rules will claim 
our first attention ; and as the value of brevity and 
perspicuity in scientific descriptions is no less necessary 
to facilitate knowledge, we shall conclude this chapter 
with some hints and directions thereon. 

(184.) Nomenclature divides itself into two branches; 
for all animals with which the bulk of mankind are 
familiar, have tivo names : one being the scientific, the 
otlier the vernacular. The first is derived from the 
learned languages, — that is, from the Greek or Latin, 
ami is that j)y which the animal is called by naturalists: 
the second is used by the great bulk of mankind, or 
by the vulgar, and is the name belonging to the dialect 
of the country. With these latter names, science, of 
course, has nothing to do, Ixjcause they are never used 
where accuracy of designation is required : we shall, 
nevertlieless, offer some remarks upon them, after we 
have given our first attention to the former. 

(185.) Scientific names are not only given to every 
object or species in nature, but also to the different 
ranks or divisions under which species are compre- 
hended. But now that these names are so much mul- 
tiplied, they would not be sufficient to convey all that 
was desirable to be known. If the name of a class 
was constructed like that of a family, how should yre 
know what w^as the rank of the division or group to 
which it belonged ? Motlern zoologists, therefore, have 
fortunately hit upon an expedient by which we can 
designate, in the lesser divisions, not only the group, 
but the rank it holds in the scale of creation, by one 
and the same word. This is accomplished by making 
the last syllable uniformly the same in each of the fol- 

* The Principles of Kot.'niy anil of V^ogetable Physiology, translated from 
the German of D. C. Willdciiow. Edinburgh, 1S05. 1 vol. Svo. 

Q 3 
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lowing groups, wjlich are those most numerous in nature, 
and of course require the clearest designation : — 


Tribes 
Families 
Sub. families 


end in cs 

idle or adtc 

tjue 


" [ 
-{ 


Fissirostres, Dentirostres, 
Fachyilcrmcs, Edentates. 
T..-iniada\ Muscicapidie, 
Lemurido!, Cervida*. 

Th am noph ili n re, Ccblepy rina;, 
Mustclliiia', Felinsc. 


This plan of designating the groups in question has 
been so extensively employed, more especially in orni- 
thology, that it will now he adhered to by all who 
desire to establish a fixed nomenclature. It is not so 
material that the names of the higher groups should 
have definite terminations, because they are compara- 
tively so few, and are so well known, that the change 
would not be productive of any real advantage. 
student will never be in danger, after his first lesson, of 
supposing that the Fimroatres, for instance, is a group 
equivalent to the Inseasores, although both names ter- 
minate the same. 

( 186 .) We now pass to the names of genera and spe- 
cies. A genus or sub-genus, indeed, comprehends many 
species ; hut when we speak or write of an animal, we 
call it by both these designations, just as we use the 
Christian name of an individual to distinguish him from 
the rest of his family. We shall not here revive the 
long debated question, whetlier we should call a species 
by its generic or by its sub-generic name ; since so 
much may be said on both sides, that we think every 
one, on ordinary occasions or in parlance, may be at 
lil)erty to follow his own opinions upon this point. W e 
certainly incline to the side of those who contend that 
the sub-generic name should be that which precedes 
the sj)ecific ; provided, however, that the validity of the 
sub-genus has l)een well ascertained. If we spoke, for 
instance, of the fork-tailed tyrant, it appears better 
to call it Milvulus furcatm (JMiluulm being a sub- 
genus) than Tyrnnnua furcatua {Tyrnnnas being 
the genus). But when, as among the Faleonidoi^ 
ornithologists have made numerous and contradictory 
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sub-genora, resting upon no analysis or demonstration, 
our custom is to preserve the generic* name only, not 
choosing to adopt sub-genera, which may possibly prove 
to be mere examples of aberrant species. With these 
preliminary remarks we may now proceed to notice the 
laws promulgated by our predecessors for the construc- 
tion of generic or sub-generic names — for specific 
names — and the circumstances under which the latter 
they may be altered. 

(187-) Every group or species for which a new 
name is proposed, must be properly defined, otherwise it 
cannot be adopted or noticed, — It is obvious, that if a 
new word is compounded, and applied to an object, or 
a group of objects, the meaning of the word, or, in 
otlier words, the characters of that to which it is given, 
must be fully explained, before it can be understood or 
adopted (if correct) by others. It has been a serious 
complaint among entomologists, that writers of cata- 
logues introduce a multitude of new generic or specific 
names, without concerning themselves with the trouble 
of definitions, leaving their readers to make out their 
meaning^ as bt^st they caii, but assuming to themselves 
the priority of nomenclature : such silly vanity is un- 
worthy of any true naturalist, and has been discounte- 
nanced so effectually by those of a higher order, whose 
opinions have been looked up to*, that there is no 
danger of the few experiments of this sort that has been 
tried in ornithology, being often repeated. For our own 
part we have, upon a former occasion, distinctly stated 
that all such names will be passed over as if they 
never had existed.” + 

(188.) The character of a group or species must he 
so clear and definite, that it cannot he applied to any 
other, — It has been well remarked, that a bad or im- 
perfect description of an object is no description at all; 
its proposed name, therefore, cannot be adopted. Never- 
theless, if we were strictly to act upon this rule, three 

• Latriolle N. Diet. d*HUt. Nat xxiil. 129. 

t Macleay, /Iwntt/usa Jan. 19. note. 
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fourths of the species descrihetl by the naturalists of the 
last century, and a large proportion of those of the pre- 
sent, must Ikj struck out of our systems, and rendered as 
obsolete as most of their genera. We must, therefore, 
in this instance, act with lenity ; passing over the 
omission of many characters which are now found to be 
of importance, and endeavouring to preserve all such 
species of our predecessors, as we can make out by the 
aid of their descriptions, and the figures they «juote. 
When, however, the former are inadequate to point out 
the modern genus, and no figure of the object ilcscribed 
has lieen jiublished, we have no other resource than 
to act upon the strict letter and spirit of this law. It 
is as clearly impossible to recognise the great majority 
of the shrikes, warblers, parrots, — nay, of four fifths of 
the birds described by Linnean writers, — as it is for an 
entomologist to make out the unfigured species of the 
Linna*an CarabidcB, and refer them all to their modern 
groups.* 

(I89.) Every new group or genue must have a new 
name, — To call a genus in entomology by the same 
name as another in botany, would of course l(^d to the 
greatest confusion ; we should not know, in fact, which 
was intended — a butterfly or a plant, a quadruped or a 
spider. The multijdicity of generic or patronymic 
names, however, renders it very difficult for a writer in 
one department to know what names have been used in 
another. AVhen such repetitions are discovered, the 
name as first imposed or employed, is to be retained, 
and a new one given to the other group. Hence the 
following, among many others, have been changed : — 

Myanhy in entomology, has been previously employed for a 
genus of quadrupeds ; it is now, therefore, changed to The* 
rophosa, 

Zpgana, in entomology, is an old genus in ichthyology, now 
changed to ^hieht'oeera, 

• It has been truly saifl that there are hundreds of speclos in this Kroufx 
to which the dchcriptiun of “ carahus alalns atvr nitidusj clytris strintis^ 
an/ennis rufh," will apply, althou|;h in their structure and economy they 

totally differ from each other. Seo Annutoia Javanica, 3. 
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ITranhtf in entomology, is an old genus in botany ; it is there- 
fore now clianged to Letius. 

Loplit/rifSy in ornithology, is an old genus in entomology ; 
it is now changed to Ptitophynui. 

(IfjO.) Names of genera or stib-generu must not he 
taken from foreign languages^ hut should he formed 
from the Latin or Greek,* — Names taken from living 
languages, even though they have a Latin termination, 
are generally barbarous, and always improper, and can- 
not be so classically compounded as if taken from the 
Greek. Even names formed from the Latin are often 
deficient in euphony, and still more so when they are 
compounded of Latin and Greek together. ^V^hen it is 
possible, they should be made out of two Greek words 
with a Latin termination, the following are examples 
of faulty names in ornitliology, whether used in a 
generic or specific sense : — 

Ara, Aracari. Lori. 

tllariama. Momolus. 

Gouan, Guiraca, Eengetus. 

I’iaya, Pitangus, PulHnaria. Tinamus, Taccocua. 

Sula. 

(Jf)l.) Names must not he received, that are borrowed 
from mythological, divine, historical, moral, pathological, 
or other terms, f — When we choose a name,” observes 
Willdenow, having a reference to religious or other 
matters, with which it cannot properly be compared, or 
which are not known to every one, it is good for no^ 
thing” The following names, therefore, have been 
rejected : — 

Catliarractes, Cochlcarius. 

Fratercula, Fregelta, Montezuma. 

Secretarius, Serpeutarius, Stercorarius. 

Some exceptions to this rule may be allowed, particu- 
larly in the instances of the Ihis sacra, the sacred ibis 
of the Egyptians ; Palceornis, as the parrakeets known 
to the ancients, and Gracula rcUgiosa, a bird held sacred 
in India. 


• Willdenow, Illiger, &c. 


t Ibid, 



S34; ox THE CLASSIFICATION OF BIRDS. 

(192.) I^ames of genera mnat be framed according 
to rc,wnihlanccs or properties, trhich, however, must he 
found not in one species of the genus onlg, hut in the 
majority of those which are known. (Willd.) — AV'hen 
the name can be formed accortlinjij to one of the essen- 
tial characters of the genus or group, such names are 
undoubtedly tlie best. Hence, as nearly all rasorial 
types are remarkable for their crests or their tails, 
names indicating the peculiar formation of these parts 
are particularly good ; for they not only indicate which 
of the primary types the group represents, but also the 
particular modification of one of tlie characteristics of 
that type. Tlie following may lie quoted as among the 
best of these names : — 

Macrocircus. Dicruriis. 

Platycirc'iis. llliipidura. 

Oxyurus. Seisura. 

(193.) Generic names ending in oides, clla, ana, 
must be carefully avoided. (Willd.) — These termin- 
ations, which generally imply resemblances, often doubt- 
ful, cannot properly lie usecl in a generic sense ; as the 
names of such groups should lie of a definite and posi- 
tive nature, l^hey may, however, be most usefully 
employed with regard to •species, as indicating a simi- 
larity either of colour, form, or habit, to the bird with 
which it is compared. Thus, My'lagra ruhiculo'ides is 
aptly so named, because it resembles in its habit a 
robin, and we are immediately reminded of its natural 
analogy to that bird. 

( 194 ^*) Names of groups should not he too long, aU 
though they may he classically compounded. — All names 
are chiefly intended to assist the memory, which should 
not be burthened by words of great length. Hence the 
following names — although some, being strictly correct, 
may be tolerated — are not to be imitated either in their 
length or occasional harshness : ^ — 

Ate(?lcpodes, Macroramplms. 

Col corn : npii u s. Opotiorl lyn chua. 
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Camj)ilorhynehus. 

i*tiIonorliyncliiis. 

Tropidorhynclius. 

Dcnnorliyiichiis. 

Dvndrocolaptos. 

Phocnicophuus. 


IMialaerocorax. 

Piioeiiicopterus. 

Pacliyccphuliis. 

Strobilophaga. 

Teleopodes. 

Opistliulophus. 


(1.95.) Names' of yroupa higher than genera should 
always be derived from the pre-emhient type of the group, 
or, if of a tribe or order, from the character which is 
most universal. — The facility which this modern law 
of nomenclature gives to "research is very great. It 
first originated among our owm naturalists, about twenty 
years ago, and has since been universally acted upon in 
Jlritain, both in artificial and natural systems. * It is 
clear, however, that before we impose a name upon 
a group which has never been characterised, we should 
carefully analyse it ; without which we shall run no small 
risk of not discovering the typical character of the 
whole, and conse(][uently a^jply a false name. Thus, if 
the rasorial order had been sufficiently inevstigated, 
it W'ould have been discovered that the peacock w^as the 
lire-cmiiiently typical bird, and, therefore, that the pri- 
mary family w'ould be the Favonidee. In like manner, 
Muscicapa being more typical than Todus, the family 
to which both belong idiould be called the Muscicapidee, 
These changes, so far as the names are concerned, are 
comparatively trivial ; but wffiile the whole science is 
undergoing a revision and correction, it may be as well 
to make these and every other necessary change of no- 
menclature at the same time. 

( 19 b‘.) The highest reward of a naturalist is to have 
a genus called after his name* — No monument,” says 
tile celebrated Willdenow, of marble or brass is so last- 
ing as this. It is the only way of perpetuating the 
memory of true botanists (or naturalists'), or of those 
who have benefited the science.” Linnsus, whose judg- 
ment was always sound and practical, confined the 
names of genera thus derived to botany alone, wherein, 
even in his days, such groups were so very numerous. 



256 ON TUB CLASSIFICATION OF BIRDS. 

that it l)ecame frequently very difficult to invent a name 
expressive of actual peculiarities. His zoological genera, 
on the other hand, were few, and lie was thus enabled, 
without difficulty, to frame his generic nomenclature 
upon other, and certainly better, principles ; since there 
can lie no doubt that a name derived from some actual 
projierty of the object it designates, is always more ex- 
pressive than any other. But whatever were the mo- 
tives that guided Liiinwus in this restriction, there seems 
no valid reason — if we admit the principle that names 
may be so framed — why botanists alone are to lie so 
honoured. We by no means wish to see a general de- 
parture from this rule, for the reason just stated, con- 
ceiving that all generic names should ex])ress the abso- 
lute qualities of the thing named ; yet the sfime object 
can be gained in a diflerent way. Berpetuity is as 
likely to attach to a specific as to a generic name ; and 
thus the names of those who have earned the title of 
true** zoologists may be as effectually preserved in 
the record of a species, as in the appellation of a genus. 
This, in fact, seems to be the general feeling among us, 
and so far all is well. But then comes the question, to 
whom, besides true zoologists, is this honour to be ex- 
tended? A line of distinction must be drawn some- 
where, or the designation ceases to lie an honour. Now 
we conceive that private feelings on such a point ought 
not to lie indulged at the expense of violating the spirit 
and obvious meaning of the law in question. There 
can be no doubt that naturalists who have brought home 
collections from distant countries for the object of bene- 
fiting science, and have so employed them, merit being 
associated with the great names that have enriched our 
science by their writings and recorded discoveries. But 
if every one who unknowingly happens to discover a 
new bird is entitled to have his name attached to it, we 
know not how widely this honour is to he distributed. 
The captain of a trading vessel may bring home a 
curious bird,*' which may prove to be new, and thus 
may claim to have his name immortalised. Every per- 
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son, in short, who directly or indirectly assists an orni- 
thologist hy the donation or the loan of something new, 
will have an equal title to the only distinction we can 
bestow upon a Lininuus, a Cuvier, a Wilson, or a Tem- 
minck. Is there not some reason, therefore, to protest 
against this wholesale coinage of complimentary names 
which now begin to crowd every page of our catalogues, 
almost to the exclusion of those by which the species 
can in some degree Ik* ** made known ? Surely there are 
other ways of expressing our thanks or gratitude to 
those who assist our labours, than by this very cheap 
mode of cancelling the obligation, — this prostitution of 
what w^as once a scientific honour, but whichj is now 
within the reach of almost every one, however ignorant 
of scien(;e, or merely following it as a trade. But this 
is not all : not only will a gift of a new bird insure its 
donor the highest reward” that a true" naturalist 
can receive, hut a quorum of the council of a scien- 
tific body may not despair of seeing all their names 
attached to the new birds in their own museum*, — names 
which are utterly unknown in the recorils of orni- 
thology, and almost so in any other branch of science. 
Another instance may be mentioned, where the sub- 
scribers to a most expensive work are propitiated in the 
same manner, with as great a violation of scientific jus- 
tice, and of all that is consistent and proper. Such 
names, however, will certainly not outlive their authors 
or their namesakes. They will share the fate of the 
Phas'ianuft TnipoiianuHy — a name intended to consign to 
immortality an Indian governor who firsf sent the bird 
to England, but which M. Temminck has since called 
by the appropriate specific name of rcfulgens. Sanc- 
tioned, therefore, by an authority which stands so high 
in the scientific world, and fortified by the spirit of 
tills law of nomenclature, we must be excused for not 
adopting very many of the complimentary names in- 

• Soo some^ observations on this strange ani! unexampled proceeding in 

** Northern Zoology,” ii. 4)57. and Jameson’s edition of Wilson’s '* Amcri. 
can Ornithology.” 
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troduced of late years into our catalogues. We are 
ever desirous of bestowing honour where it is due ; and 
we trust that no other motives than those we have here 
stated will he imputed to us on this occasion. 

( 197 *) A genus or species in one department of 
natural history should not he named after a naturalist 
eminent only in another ; and such names, where prae^ 
ticable, should helony to those groups which have been 
more immediately benefited by the naturalist to whom 
the honour is given, — The name of an ornithologist, 
however highly esteemed and honoured among zoolo- 
gists, may lie utterly unknown to the botanical world ; 
it is, therefore, highly objectionable to record his name 
in the annals of a science wherein he has done nothing : 
equally objectionable is it when this position is reversed. 
Each branch of natural history, in fact, should per- 
petuate the names only of those by whom it has been 
advanced or signally benefited. Such appellations, 
therefore, as Goodenovii, liiehenovii, Jirownii, Baueri, 
&c., all designating eminent botanists, should have no 
place in ornithological nomenclature ; more especially 
as the high merits of the greater part have already pro- 
cured for them the lasting honour of a generic distinction, 
and they are likely to put small account on seeing them- 
selves introduced where they are not known. Even 
the true value of a mere compliment is in its being well 
timed, and happily appropriate to the individual ; but 
the calling a bird after a botanist, or an insect after an 
ornithologist, destroys the association of ideas W’hich 
should be between the name and the object. Linnaeus 
and his school were not only, in general, very cautious 
in thus commemorating individuals, but peculiarly 
happy in their choice of appropriate occasions. Thus," 
observes Linnaeus, the genus Bnuhinia, as named after 
the two distinguished brothers, John and Caspar 
Bauhin, has a two-lobed or a twin leaf. Dorstenia, 
with its obsolete flowers, devoid of all beauty, alludes 
to the antiquated and uncouth book of Dorstinius. Her- 
nanduiy an American plant, the most beautiful of all 
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trees in its foliage^ but furnished with trifling blossoms^ 
bears the name of a botanist highly favoured by fortune, 
and allowed an ample salary for investigating the New 
World, but whose labours were trifling. Magnolia, 
with its beautiful blossoms and fruit, serves to immor- 
talise two of the most meritorious botanists. lAnncea, 
a depressed, abject, Lapland plant, long overlooked, 
flowering at an early age, was named by Gronovius 
after its prototype, Linnajus.” Many other poetic or 
elegant analogies might be drawn, showing the discri- 
minating judgment of our predecessors in this respect. 
Thus, Smithia, growing in shady thickets, wdth its 
beautiful pinnated leaves, closing together on being 
rudely handled, commemorates the modest, yet learned 
Sir James Smith, whose amiable feelings were most 
expanded in the retreats of private life. The large 
and beautiful crimson flowers of lirownea will recall 
to mind the splendid talents of the first of living 
botanists, to whose honour every body will attribute the 
name.* GoodenovUi will perpetuate the memory of a late 
eminent botanist and divine much better than the little 
bird injudiciously called after him : while Banksia, a 
most extensive group of plants peculiar to Australia, re- 
minds us of that munificent patron of science who first 
investigated the shores of Botany Bay. In like manner, 
as specific names of this sort are, in ornithology, w’hat 
generic are in botany, Vaillnnti, Kiihli, and Vigorsi 
may justly be applied to some of the new and splendid 
parrots recently described ; for by those names we should 
perpetuate the labours of the most eminent investi- 
gators who have especially written upon the family 
of PsittacAdee. As the name of Barrabaud, although but 
a zoological painter of these birds, cannot be refused 
admittance into such an honourable list, we trust to see 
that of Lear also added on some future occasion. It 
is obvious, however, tliat these two latter would be 
quite misapplied if given to other birds ; however, they 

• Wc believe this genus, in reality, was instituted to commemorate an 
old author who wrote on the plants of Jamaica. 
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might be tolerated from a desire to acknowledge the 
ability with which these excellent artists have illustrated 
this particular group. We may now pass to those 
rules w'hich more particularly regard specific names. 

(198.) Specific names map he occasionallp derived 
from the geographic range of the species, provided it is 
peculiar, — Geographic names have been reprobated by 
some botanists ; but we do not think, if they are judi- 
ciously used, that they are otherwise than excellent. 
Thus, when only one species of a group, as in Troglo^ 
dytes, is found in Kurope, what name would be more 
characteristic than Europfens ? and to another, which is 
its prototype, but found beneath the tropics, JEquinoC’- 
tialis is particularly appropriate. To the species of 
certain natural genera or groups, which are all inhabit- 
ants of one country, such names of course are never to 
be given ; and when a species has been so designated 
by the old writers, we think its name should be can- 
celled. Thus, the whole of the Meliphagtdas being 
peculiar to Australia, — a fact not formerly known, — the 
old specific name of Nova HoUandia, applied to one of 
the species, independent of its faultincss in other re- 
spects, is quite inadmissible. These two instances of 
the opposite characters of geographic names will show 
the care necessary in their use. 

(199.) A specific name should he short, unlike the 
generic, and always an adjective, unless it commemo^ 
rates* a naturalist. — Those specific names are per- 
haps the best which denote some particular habit ; but 
those are the most expressive which indicate a property 
that can be seen both in the live and the dead bird. 
Thus Orpheus polyglottos is excellent as applied to the 
American mock- thrush ; but no one who saw the species 
for the first time in a museum could trace any connec-- 
tion between the bird and this name. And in the same 
way no person could imagine why a little bird, smaller 

*' « Dr. Smith suggests two sorts of these names’in botanical nomenclature : 
those tenninating in ann may serve to commemorate the tinder of a 
apedes, wlhle the genitive case may he used for those who founded the 
genus. 



LAWS OF KOMENOLATL'RE. 


241 


than a thrush, should be called Tyrannus intrepidus. 
Names, on the other hand, derived from the general or 
partial colouring of the plumage, are appropriate at all 
times; and, together with such others as express the 
essential specific character, are perfectly unexception- 
able. Names, also, which express the local haunts of 
different species, although not so goed, as being less in- 
telligible, are not to be rejected, as Alaudu prutemh, 
Anfhuit aquaticuif, ike. 

(200.) A genus or sub-genus can never be admitted 
into a circle w^hich has been demonstrated to be com- 
plete, without its rank and station has been analysed, 
and is made known ; in other words, it must be proved, 
in the first place, to be natural. This rule is of course 
only ap])licable to such groups as have been completely 
analysed, and where the system followed is a natural 
one. We have said so much on this head in another 
volume, that recapitulation is here unnecessary. We 
have been inundated, particularly from France and Ger- 
many, with ‘‘ new genera,** as they are termed, which 
their inventors can give no other reason for making, 
than that they fancy them to be so. It is really time 
that we calleil for some better reason than this, more 
especially in ornithology; we must be pardoned, therefore, 
in future, for not giving currency to such divisions, un- 
less they are first shown to be natural. 

(201.) A genus should possess at least three jmsitive 
and discriminating characters, but a sub-genus usually 
possesses only one. — It is totally impossible to lay 
down any positive rules by which either of these groups 
can be distinguished ; for they vary in almost every 
family. The above conclusion, however, is the result of 
much study ; and we must leave those who are disposed 
to verify its truth among some of the best known groups. 
It is quite obvious, however, that a sub-genus can never 
be known from an aberrant or osculent species, until the 
circle to which it belongs has been analysed ; and there- 
fore it becomes extremely desirable, at least in a na- 
tural classification, not to mix up imaginary divisions 
u 
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with those that rest — apparently — upon demonstrative 
evidence. If the system is artificial these new 
genera” may be adopted, or not, at pleasure ; but in every 
attempt at a natural arrangement, it would be better to 
place all supposed tyi»cs of form or subgenera at the 
end, in an appendix, or as sections of the named group 
to which they seem to make the nearest approach. 

(202.) Trivial or vernacular names cannot be said 
to come within the range of scientific nomenclature, 
because they are not intewied for those who study na- 
tural history as a science, but merely for the mass of 
mankind. They fiecpiently vary in different periods, ami 
not only in every langimge, but in every province. To 
attempt, therefore, to have a uniform standard of the 
English names of birds, is as hopeless as we venture to 
think it would be useless. Nevertheless, as the ques- 
tion has been discussed in some recent periodicals, we 
may be expected to say something upon it. — It is con- 
tended by those who advocate this new system of ver- 
nacular nomenclature, first, that all birds shoulil bear 
such names as will prevent them from being confounded 
with others with which they have no affinity, or which 
conveys, directly or indirectly, some erroneous impres- 
sion ; and, secondly, that every genus or subgeiius, 
bearing a patronymic name, should also have a distinct 
English one. This, wc believe, is the substance of the 
two reformations contemded for. In theory, they ap- 
pear very good ; let us see, however, what they would 
become in practice. 

(20.').) First, there can he no doubt that vulgar errors 
ill the naming of birds are very general. Tlic goat- 
sucker (^Caprimiifyns) does not .suck goats : the hedge 
sparrow (^Accentor) is not a real sparrow : the tit-mousa 
(JP«ru\) is a bird, and no (piadruped : the titlark is a 
warbler: the long-tailed mmiaftiff) is no 

mngiyiQ ; and in this manner we might object, and rea- 
sonably, to one third of the English names now in use. 
Some few of these, in .systematic works upon our native 
ornithology, where the most expressive English names 
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arc inserted, may he altered. The goatsucker may 
be called the nightjar ; the hedge-sparrow, flitwing, 
which will he rather better than shufflewing, and so on. 
But then the question arises, who can expect that this 
new nomenclature will he adopted by unscientific per- 
sons, — the great hulk of our population, — for whom 
this improvement Of nomenclature is alone intended ? 
They may answer, and very truly, Make as many re- 
forms in your classic names as you choose ; but pray 
allow us to call a bird by the name that we and the 
people about us have known it from infancy. Your 
new name of flitwing may be very pretty and appropriate, 
hut I care nothing about its being a finch or a war- 
bler. We know it, about us, as the hedge-sparrow ; 
with that name are associated early recollections, by that 
name I can make myself understood, arul therefore by 
that name I shall continue to call it.'* Such will natu- 
rally be the reply of a country gentleman when asked 
to adopt our new scale of names, and teach them to 
his dependants. Again : admitting that appropriate 
English names should be used, who is to invent them } 
Once attempt to destroy the received nomenclature, and 
every field naturalist, every tyro of ornithology wdll con- 
tend for the name he likes lK*st. The long-tailed tit- 
mouse, for instance, lias the following names by which 
it is known in different counties : — liiickmuck, bottle- 
tom, longtail-mag, longtail-capon, and mumruffin.* 
The yellow v'ren,. which in fact is not a wren, but a 
SgMa (.S', trovhihis, L.), is called also willow-wren, 
ground-wren, and ground huckmuck.f A choice must 
be made from these, and by whom Whatever re- 
forms, therefore, wdiich experienced ornithologists, no 
less than intelligent amateurs will admit, must be few 
and judicious, giving in general the generic or family 
name to the species ; calling, for instance, 'all the or- 
dinary species of the Sylviadce, warblers, except, in- 

* INrontagii, Ornithological Dictionary. Wo have heard it callcJ, also 
botikUit. 

+ Ibid. 
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deed, those few groups which arc already distinguished 
by a separate vernacular name, as the redstarts, wagtails, 
robins, and stonechats. The Sylvia rvgulutt, lieing 
at the head of this family, should more especially be 
termed a warbler par vxcelleiur ; that is, if the same 
rule is to guide us both in scientiiic and in vernacular no- 
menclature. By this plan, some sort of connection will 
be pointed out betw'een the modern subgcnera ; and we 
shall not have two binls, actually belonging to the same 
genus (like the yellow and the gold-crested warblers), 
known by two names, which have no apparent relation 
to each other. 

(sot.) In regard to the second prot^sition, that each 
genus and subgenus in general ornithology should have 
a distinct vernacular name, the difficulties are of a much 
more insuperable nature. It would require the coinage 
of l)etween .‘^00 and 4*00 English names, for birds of 
whose manners and habits we know little or nothing : 
and, after all, what possible use would this accomplish? 
Is it not sufficient, for instance, to designate the five j)ri- 
inary groups of the parrots by their present well know*n 
names of inaccaws, parrots, cockatoos, lories, and ])arra- 
kcets, without breaking these up into twenty-five others*, 
which would make ordinary persons lose sight, in fact, 
of the groups themselves, in a multiplicity of small dis- 
tinctions which they never could compreheiul, and which 
would only ])erplex them. But what should we do with 
the woodpeckers (^Picus L.), a group of the same value, 
and therefore containing as great a numbtT of subgenera 
as the parrots } Five and twenty names, at this rate, 
must be devised for all the variations of a woodpecker ! 
and they must be appropriate, for otherwise, what is 
their use ? It is only when we come to follow a theory, 
whether in science or in common matters, down to its 
details, and see how it will work, that we can judge 
of its practicability or of its use. Some few vernacular 
names, indeed, may be occasionally added, but the con- 

* This will be the exact number of the subgcnera when the tive types 
of each are characterised in our second yolume. 
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struction of our language is not well adapted for this 
purpose. To attempt expunging a well known vulgar 
name, because it does not happen to express a scientific 
group, appears equally repugnant to common sense and 
sound judgment. 

} (205.) The observations of a late eminent naturalist 
on these proposed changes seem to us to be marked 
with so much sound sense, that we think they deserve 
the attention of us all. It Is generally agreed among 
mankind that names of countries, places, or things, sanc- 
tioned by general use, should be sacred ; and the study 
of natural history is, from the multitude of objects with 
which it is conversant, necessarily so encumbered with 
names, that students require every possible assistance, 
to facilitate the attainment of those names, and they have 
a just right to complain of every needless impediment. 
The few great leaders, indeed, in natural knowledge must 
and will be allowed to ward off and to correct, from time 
to time, all that may tend to deform and enfeeble the pre- 
vailing system. They must choose between names of the 
same date, and even between good and batl ones of any 
date. A botanist (or zoologist) who, by the strength of 
his own superior knowledge and authority, reforms and 
elucidates a whole tribe, ought to be unshackled in every 
point in which he can be of service. His wisdom wdll 
be evinced by extreme caution and reserve in using his 
liberty with respect to new names ; and, after all, he will 
be amenable to the general tribunal of botanists, and the 
judgment of those who come after him. indeed, 

are illustrious enough to elaim such privileges as these^ 
Those who alter names, often for the worse, according 
to arbitary rules of their own, or in order to aim at 
consequence wdiich they cannot otherwise attain, are 
but treated with silent neglect. The system should not 
be encumbered with such names, even as synonyniB.”* 
( 206 .) The DEFINITION or character of a genus or 
subgenera should be strictly confined to such as are 
altogether peculiar. It is the prevalent error of ornitho- 
♦ Smith’s Introduction to Botany, second edition, ft. >> 83 . 

R 3 
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legists who flo not sufficiently understand their group, to 
bring into its deiinition all tlie characters, without dis- 
criininiition, that it presents : hence they are led to use a 
number of comparative terms, sucli as rodrum Auhrer- 
turn, auhfortp, aablongiim, &c. — indefinite words which 
perplex the reader before he reaches the truly essential 
character, and encumbers the definition with a multi- 
plicity of unnecessary terms. In monogra]>hs, indeed, 
this verbosity can he alhnved ; but even there the essential 
characters should be kept separate, as a sort of table of 
contents to the more laboured general definition which 
followed. In all this the zoologists of the j)resent day have 
lost sight of the admirable simplicity, and, more than all, 
the masterly perspicuity of Linmeus. The best and 
neafed generic definitions are those of Temminck’s J/n- 
nuel : the most verbose and over-laboured, those of the 
Species Avium, Even those of Illiger are too tedious. 
The same remarks are equally applicable to specific cha- 
racters : by Linmeus they w^ere made abridged dtscriix- 
tions of those peculiarities alone which distinguished the 
species, without noticing others ; so that the eye might 
run over and get the substance of twenty of these in the 
same time that would be necessary to read two of those 
in the Species Avium, wdiere, in point of fact, there are no 
true specific characters. We cannot too often insist on the 
daily increasing importance of condensing and simplify- 
ing the details of a science becoming necessarily every 
year more and more extensive, as we gain a greater ac- 
quaintance with the productions of nature. 

( 207 >) (In proceeding to the descriptions of species, 
however, we can scarcely be too minute ; for the essential 
characters by which one may differ from another are 
often so slight, that how'ever they may be perceived on 
comparing the birds together, it is only by minute de- 
tails upon paper, that they can be definitely expressed. 
After the specific character, therefore, has been suc- 
cinctly drawn up and elaliorated, we should proceed to 
describe, if any, and what, deviation there is from the 
strictly typical form of the group in which we have 
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l)lace(l our bird. Here, comparative characters, from a 
well known species, arc of the greatest value ; and here, 
every deviation, however slight, should be noticed. 
Then follows the description of the plumage, and, 
lastly, the measurements, which should be taken as 
follows : — 1. Toifii lenytk, in inches and tenth parts. 
Specimens will always vary in tins from the mode of 
preserving or mounting, and the greater or less exten- 
sion of the skin. 2. 'I’he length of the hillf from the 
angle of the mouth and from the front base. 8. The 
vjhiyft, from the tip of the longest quill to the elbow 
joint. 4. 'i'he from the base of the feathers, and 
how much it extends beyond the w'ings. 5. The Jar- 
sus, from the meeting of the thigh and shin bone (or 
the knee) to the upper base of the hind toe, or, if so 
expressed, to the sole of the foot. O’. The toex, posi- 
tively and relatively, the claws being included therein. 
The specific descriptions by Dr. llichardson may be re- 
commended as ino(lels in this respect, and we may be 
allowed to say, they are the best we have ever met with. 


CHAP. III. 

ox COLLECTING, PRESEIIVIXG, AND AHRAXGIXG BIRDS. 

(208.) A GENERAL introduction to ornithology would 
be incomplete if no notice was taken of the mechanical 
part of the subject ; that is, of the methods by which 
the birds themselves are to be procured, preserved, and 
arranged. Those who study this science must possess 
specimens, if they wish either to understand thoroughly 
what has already been written upon it, or if they desire 
to prosecute any line of original research. We feel per- 
suaded, therefore, that this chapter will conduce very 
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materially to one of the great objects by which ornitho- 
logy is to be advanced ; namely^ the augmentation i f 
specimens to our museums^ by instructing those who 
are abroad in the most simple methods of preserving the 
birds found in the various regions in which so many tf 
our intelligent countrymen are now, permanently or 
temporarily, located. Our remarks, from necessity, cannot 
be much extended, but the young naturalist or traveller 
will find fuller details on this subject in a little book 
expressly written for amateurs.* 

(20f).) The first question which appears most natural 
to be asked is this, What birds are worth collecting? 
The general answer to wdiich, if such was sufficient, 
would be, T/ifi mo.st common, AV'e speak not now, 
or hereafter, of British birds, except in as far as the in- 
structions and hints subsequently offered are applicable 
to them as well as to all others. But it is an extraordinary 
fact that, with few exceptions, the most common and 
plain coloured birds of foreign countries are precisely 
those of which we know the least, and of which speci- 
mens are rarely seen in our collections. The reason is 
obvicu-5. Amateur naturalists, or mere collectors, gene- 
rally are led away with the belief, that because a bird is 
so common — we will say in Jamaica — that it may be 
procured everyday in the next field or wood, — it is there- 
fore common in the collections here, and, consequently, 
not worth the trouble of preserving and sending home. 
Even professed naturalists and others who go abroad for 
the express purpose of collecting, contribute to produce 
the same effect. They find so many objects to engage 
their attention, that such as are within their daily reach 
are neglected until a season of more leisure. They think, 
as common birds can always be procured, they should 
first search after the scarce ones, and thus they very 
often leave the country without those species which 
might have been shot at every hour of the day. Several 

• The Naturalist's (iuide for collerting and preserving Subjects of Na- 
tural History and Botany. By Wpliam Swainson. Second edition. Bald- 
win and Cradock, 1835. 
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of the most common birds of Brazil are those which are 
most seldom sent to Europe, and the. same remark is 
probably applicable to the ornithology of other regions. 
The collector would do well to remember this, and com* 
mence at once upon the ordinary birds that abound in 
the vicinity of his dwelling. 

(210.) Neither are species to be passed over, because, 
in general aspect, they bear a resemblance either to those' 
of Europe, or to others which have been previously 
collected. Tn regard to the first, the supposed identity 
is generally groundless, when the two sj)ecimens arc 
placed together and compared. Not five land birds of 
temperate America are of the same species as those of 
Europe : and yet the wren, the gold crest, and the swal- 
low of both countries are so nearly alike, that their dif- 
ference can only be detected upon close comparison. It 
may be considered, therefore, as a rule admitting of but 
very few exceptions, that the land birds of one continent 
are specifically distinct from those of another, except, 
indeed, when the two regions join. Many of the birds, 
for instance, of Asia Minor and Turkey in Europe are 
the same. Yet, even in such cases, the collector should 
secure specimens; for, besides the interest attaching to 
examples of the same species from different localities, the 
geographic branch of the science is much improved, and 
our knowledge extended by a better ac(iuaintance with 
the physical distribution of the different races. The 
redbreast of Britain is not fohnd in India ; and yet in 
that country there is a bird of a different genus, so 
exactly resembling ours that the difference is entirely 
confined to the shape of the bill, and cannot therefore 
be detected, unless by a very close comparison. Let us 
warn the collector, also, against another delusion of this 
sort, which, without experience, he could not anticipate; 
it is that of not killing or preserving a bird because it 
seems a slight variety, or perhaps even of the same spe- 
cies, as one that he has already. He will be chiefly in- 
fluenced in this by colour ^nd general appearance ; for 
it is seldom that a travelling ornithologist can have im- 
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mediate access to all his specimens for the purpose of 
comparison, and he will therefore trust more to memory 
than to actual examination. Unless, therefore, he is a 
very nice and cautious observer, he will be frecjiiently 
deceived, (’olour, of course, is one of the best, or, at 
least, one of the most obvious distinctions of species ; but 
it is by no means the only one ; and, in some particular 
tribes, it is none at all. The whole of the dronp;o 
shrikes are entirely of a black colour, more 

or less glossy, with a tail more or less forked. At 
first sight the greater part appear to he the same, and 
yet we possess near fifteen species, from various parts 
of the old world, w'hich are quite distinct. The tree- 
creepers, again, of tropical America, forming the en- 
tire genus D(*.ndroro1a])teity have all precisely the same 
coloured plumage, and yet we already know of near 
tw’enty species, distinguished by their size, and the com- 
parative length, shape, jind curvature of their bills. The 
American flycatchers, both large and small, can only be 
discriminated when compared w'ith each other after they 
are preserved, or by close attention to their different 
liabits and notes when alive. We wish not to advocate 
indiscriminate slaughter, but whenever tlie sportsman 
observes any shade of difference in the manners of a 
bird from that species which he conceives it to he, he 
should secure the specimen, preserve it, and record its 
peculiarity in his note-book. AVe always made it a point 
of conscience never to throw away a bird after it bad 
been killed ; considering that its life would then have 
been taken wantonly, and without any benefit either to 
science or to useful information. 

(211.) We may now proceed to notice the countries 
whose ornithology requires the most investigation, and 
where the collector will he most likely to meet with new 
or interesting species. For this purpose we shall take a 
rapid survey of the five zoological provinces of the 
world here characterised ; viz. Europe, Asia, Africa, 
America, and Australia ; ii^i^oducing under each head 
such remarks as may serve to direct the attention of the 
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collector to the most useful subjects of investigation, 
and that he may employ his labours to the best advan- 
tage. In regard to Europe, indeed, there is not much 
to be said, as its general ornithology has been so well 
investigated and so accurately described : much, how- 
ever, remains to be done in respect to the southern 
extremity of Sj)ain, and the whole of Greece and Euro- 
pean Turkey. No one has yet informed us of the pro- 
portion of Spanish birds found on the shores of the 
opposite continent of Africa ; and what are the birds of 
the latter countries which do not pass the straits of 
Gibraltar ? As to the bir<ls of Greece, its numerous 
islands, and tlie wild and wooded provinces of Turkey, 
Ave know as little of them as if these countries were situ- 
ated in the heart of Africa. The ornithology of the 
Caspian Sea, and tlie adjacent provinces, was, indeed, 
investigated by Pallas, but in those days we were not 
accustomed to examine very accurately ; and we question 
much whether that celebrated traveller is correct in con- 
sidering so many of the species he there met with ( par- 
ticularly among the land birds) as identically the same 
as tliosc of northern Europe. The annual migration of 
land and water birds from Africa to the shores of the 
Mediterranean and its islands, would furnish a large 
collection to any ornithologist who made a spring trip 
to these countries in the months of April and May. 

(212.) Africa, as being the least known continent, 
would seem to hold out a prospect where the greatest 
discoveries might be made, but this is very problema- 
tical. The arid, naked, dry nature of the soil is alike 
unsuited to insects and birds ; and the obstacles which 
impede the ordinary traveller will be doubly felt by the 
naturalist who attempted to penetrate its central tracts, 
and who would be encumbered with his collections. 
These objections, however, do not apply so much to the 
more fertile provinces of Asia Minor and the shores of 
lied Sea, neither of which have been visited by any 
modern ornithologist. Mr. Salt, indeed, brought a toler- 
ably good collection with him from Abyssinia, but the 
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smaller species have been so mixed up in the General 
History of Birds with the old genera, that they have 
rather tended to impede than to advance our knowledge 
of forms and of geographic distribution ; and we know 
not where the original specimens are deposited. Kuppell 
has brought some few very interesting birds from Nubia 
and the adjacent provinces, but these, as well as the 
collection just mentioned, can only lie looked on as the 
first fruits of what might be expected from the steady 
and undivided exertions of a professed practical orni- 
thologist. It is to be hoped that the French colony at 
Algiers will tempt some of the young and intelligent 
naturalists of that enterprising nation to explore the orni- 
thology of that province, with a special reference to the 
birds found on the opposite coast of the Mediterranean. 
We have long been receiving from Senegambia and Sen- 
egal beautifully prepared skins of the splendid birds of 
those two districts, one, if not both, of whiclLwill shortly 
be illustrated in one of the most popular natural histories 
of the day.* It would be curious to know by whom these 
specimens are prepared, for they are evidently done by 
one hand, and are the best which w^e have ever seen sent 
for sale to this country. From Sierra Leone, and all 
the richly wooded coast of ^vestern Africa, we have, as 
yet, had nothing peculiar ; for the Sierra Leone goat- 
sucker is also found on the banks of the Gambia. Thus, 
while tracts containing thousands of miles in this vast 
continent are absolutely unknown, its southern extremity 
might be almost said to lx? exhausted of its ornitholo- 
gical novelties. Not to mention Le Vaillant, who brought 
home hundreds of species, and has published the greatest 
portion, two other travellers have more recently tra- 
versed the country in different directions, although nei- 
ther have yet given the public the results of their re- 
searches. Mr. Burchell’s birds, collected twenty years 
ago, have never been published, and Dr. Smith is still pro*- 
secuting his arduous travels in districts never yet visited. 
The ornithological discoveries of the latter, we have 
^ • The Naturalist’^ Library. 
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reason to know, are so very extensive as probably to 
equal those of Le Vaillant, and we believe that imme- 
diate steps will be taken, upon his return to England, to 
make them known to the world : many of the new spe- 
cies, indwd, have already been published. The collec- 
tor, therefore, who goes to the Cape cannot expect to 
meet with many novelties, although he may procure 
a number of species. If, however, at some future time, 
the peaceful state of the Caffre country wdll enable him 
to explore the tracts beyond the Great Fish River towards 
Natal, he will enter upon new ground. It seems strange 
that we know so little of the ornithology of the immense 
island of Madagascar, at least collectively, seeing that it 
is proverbially rich in animals, and that intelligent in- 
dividuals, both French and English, have long resided 
there. We should certainly recommend this country 
as one which promise<l many novelties, both among the 
land and sea birds. AFe have omitted to mention, that 
the birds of Egypt have been described and figured by 
Savigny in that splendid national work which records 
the French expedition into that country, hut its enor- 
mous price renders its publication almost useless to 
science at large. 

(21 'i.) The regions of Asia have been very un- 
equally tjxplored. Those under the dominion of Russia 
were visited by Pallas, and many new and peculiar 
species were described by him ; they cannot, however, 
be incorporated in our modern systems, for few of 
them are figured, and none described, with that minute- 
ness which will enable us to refer them to their natural 
groups. The ornithology of Central Asia, and almost 
of China, is scarcely known, and there is no prospect 
of much additional information arising. The Chinese, 
however, are a clever and a thrifty people. They have 
made the collecting of insects for the European market 
a regular branch of trade, — why may they not be in- 
structed and encouraged to do the same with birds ^ 
We think those English gentlemen, residents at Macao, 
who are attached to natural history, would do well to 
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inake the experiment: teachinpj these ingenious collectors 
the art of taking oif the skin, so as the bird itself may 
l)e eaten, would probably tend to further this object, 
seeing that the most splenclKl birds of ( <hina are the large 
pheasants and other rasorial species. Persia, again, 
offers an interesting, if not a very rich, country for the 
ornithological traveller, where his researches may be 
prosecuted without those dangers and impediments at- 
tending the investigation among hostile tribes. It is, we 
believe, through the instrumentality of Mr. liodson, 
our accomplished scientific resident at the court of 
Nepal, that we have at length become acquainted with 
the productions of that most interesting portion of 
India, particularly its birds, which have been .made the 
subject of a distinct publication.* General Ilardwicke 
has done much to elucidate those of Hindostan; but his 
materials have only partially been published, and, from 
neglecting to bring home specimens of all the birds 
themselves, his drawings, now deposited in the British 
Museum, will not, in many cases, ])oint out the natural 
genera to which they belong. Some other collections 
have been recently brought home, particularly by 
Colonel Sykes, who has added much to our list of 
authentic species by his excellent descriptions ; those 
we saAV collected by captain Since were also numerous, 
but nothing, we believe, has yet been done to render 
tliem available to science. The farther w'c arlvance 
sou til ward, the more interesting and beautiful are the 
ornithological forms. Sir Stamford llafHes, doctor 
Ilorsfield, and professor lleinwald, have all contributed, 
more or less, to enrich our museums with specimens, 
and our lists with descriptions of the birds of Sumatra 
and of Java ; nor must we omit to do justice to the 
two French collectors, MM. Diard and Duvoscl, who 
were patronised by Sir Stamford Raffles, and through 
whose liberality they were chiefly enabled to send so 
many objects to the Paris museum. Still, however, 
there is ample room for future discoveries, even in these 

* Birds of the Himalaya MouiitaiiKs. By J. Gould, A.L.S. 
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two islands, while all that we know of the others is 
from a few gleanings made by the French circum- 
navigating ships on their voyages of discovery, Borneo, 
New (iuinea, and the adjacent islets, are unexplored 
mines of ornithological riches, where the most splendid 
of all birds, the Faradimioi, are alone found, and where 
the zoology of India blends into that of Australia. 

(214«.) The Austualian province, ivhich may be said 
to commence with New Guinea, includes New Holland, 
New Zealand, and the whole of the numerous islands 
scattered in the Pacific Ocean. Considering that the 
chief seat of this range is an insular continent, under 
the British government, unusual facilities for its in- 
vestigation present themselves, and we can only join in 
lamenting tlie apathy of our government in doing 
scarcely any thing towards prosecuting those scientific 
objects which would have claimed the first attention of 
any other European power.* The birds in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the chief towns have been indus- 
triously collected, and their skins are continually sent 
to this country, but we know little or nothing regarding 
their manners, habits, or internal structure. Tliis is 
the more to be regretted in regard to the Australian 
birds, as their forms arc altogether peculiar, and seem 
to present anomalies in nature of which there are no 
examples in other regions. There are parrots which 
arc honcy-suckers, crows tliat arc shrikes, and vultures 
that are turkeys. The natural habits and economy, no 
less than the internal .structure of these singular birds, 
require 'to be tlioroughly investigated. The very general 
taste for natural history which has diffused itself of 
late years among us, has extended to these distant 
regions, and there are now several zealous lovers of our 
charming science settled in different parts of New 
Holland, who have already contributed vduahle ma- 
terials to illustrate its zoology. To those, more espe- 


♦ A single naturalist has indeed been plnecd on the government estab- 
lishment. Tliis is well. Rut was the rrencli scieiititic expedition to 
or that sent by Austria to Hraxil, composed of one individual j* 
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cially, we should recommend the points of inquiry 
above alluded to. Let them read the pages of WiJjon, 
iiow^ within the means of purchase of almost every 
one*,'*and in the same style, or at least with the same 
watchfulness and attention, ////rZ Me same regard to the 
most minute and nppnrentlg trivial mreumstances — let 
them become the biographers of the common birds 
around them; — if they will do this, science will be 
more benefited than by huiulreds of stuffed skins sent 
over without any information of the living animals 
which they once covere<l. The natural iiistory of the 
shrike crows (to which belong the genera linrrita and 
Vanga) would form one of the most interesting papers 
imaginable ; for we feel ])ersuaded they are truly 
Corrida*, with many of the habits of the shrikes. The 
history of the turkey vulture f, the meiiura, and even 
of the common parakeets, would possess both novelty 
and interest ; and the different groups of the honey- 
suckers (^MeliphagUUp) must each possess peculiar man- 
ners. feel so much interest in the elucidation of 

these subjects, that we take this opportunity of offering 
our assistance to any naturalist who may be disposed to 
investigate them on the spot, and we would take care that 
his observations should be published in this country, 
with all honours,” and elucidated by those scientific 
notes which require the use of a library and museum.:}: 
We can hardly expect that those who have so lately 
gone to the ^wan River and other new' districts, have 
yet become sufficiently settled for indulging in pursuits 
of this nature ; but it may be as well to remind them 
that they are upon unexplored ground — that nearly 
every animal may probably be new to European natu- 
ralists, and that an early investigation, as leisure per- 
mits, will secure to them the honour of being the 

* The edition in Constahle's Miscellany^ in four small volumes, costs 
only 16 s. 

f See Field’s interesting volume. Memoirs of Neva South IVales. 
j Communications addressed to the publishers will be regularly for- 
warded to the author. One or tw(» si^ecimeiiM of each si)cci08 should always 
accompany the description of its manners, which is all that is necessary to 
be written. 
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discoverers of many species. The land birds of New 
Zealand and of the Pacific Islands, appear to be few, 
but they are different, in regard to the spccies/'jfirom 
these of Now Holland, although in general belonging 
to the same groups. The Meliphagidcp^ or hoi?_ y suckers, 
are very prevalent through the whole range of this 
zoological province. 

(215.) America, next to Europe, is the best known 
division of the zoological world. The ornithology of the 
northern regions has been so well explored by our arctic 
navigators, those two able collectors, and by Drummond 
and Douglass, that little has been left for those who came 
after ; while the indefatigable Wilson secured to him- 
self the first and highest honours of discovery in regard 
to the birds of the TTnited States. Little, therefore, now 
remains to be done in the way of new discovery from 
Baffin's Bay to the shores of Louisiana. While the 
ornithologist may purchase specimens of the North 
American birds much cheaper in London than he could 
collect them upon the spot. The western coast, on the 
contrary, by some strange oversight, has been almost 
entirely neglected, and California still remains unex. 
plored by modern naturalists. The first English ad- 
venturers to Mexico, upon its being opened to British 
commerce, were not unmindful of its natural produc- 
tions ; and we were enabled to determine the existence 
of near 1 50 species of Mexican birds, the greater part 
of which were altogether new. Continental collectors 
have since then visited many of the provinces, yet, 
when we consider the vast extent of this territory, 
and the peculiarly favourable nature of its surface for 
gr(?at diversity in its animals, we may yet believe that 
not more than half of its birds have been discovered. 
It is surprising that among so many intelligent persons 
connected with our unfortunate mining establishments, 
one instance alone has come before us of any of them 
paying attention to natural history. The late Mr. 
Morgan formed a valuable collection of birds round 
Beal del Monte, but we have heard of no other English- 
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men following his example. The travels in [Mexico 
that have yet been published are miserably deficient 
in ai|y thing really valuable relative to its animals; so 
that the collector who should visit or take up his resi- 
dence here has a wide and interesting field for prosecut- 
ing his labours and of enriching our collections with 
specimens. Texas, Honduras, and Guatarnala are still 
more imperfectly known ; and who can tell how many 
new and splendid birds inhabit the wide extending 
virgin forests of the coast on both siiles the Isthmus ? 
The whole of West India Islands are nearly in the 
same predicament. Cuba^ indeed, is now, or was very 
lately, the residence of the celebrated author of the 
J/ora Entonioloyicfp, and several continental naturalists 
have visited the same island, so that we may hope soon 
for some certain information upon its productions ; but 
in regard to Jamaica, and the whole of the remaining 
islands, we know scarcely any thing on tlieir ornithology, 
and very little on their other animals. At Tortola there 
are persons who have long been in the practice of stuff- 
ing the more richly coloured humming-birds, ike., for 
sale, but those of ordinary plumage are neglected ; and 
as these, even in tropical countries, constitute the ma- 
jority, it follows that many species, even in that island, 
must remain unknown to us in ii)uro|>e. The inhabi- 
tants of the Bahama islands must not, however, be 
confounded with the listless planters of the West 
Indies. A literary and scientific society has recently 
been established, and to the kindness of its active and 
intelligent secretary, Mr. Lees, ive are indebted for 
several of the native birds ; sufficiently interesting to 
show how highly desirable would be a further investi- 
gation of this portion of the local zoology. Beyond the 
Mexican Gulf lies the vast continent of South America, 
unquestionably the richest ornithological portion of the 
world, whether as regards variety of species or splendour 
of plumage. But before we introduce the collector to 
these regions, we desire to impress upon his attention 
the peculiar interest that attaches to the birds of the 
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'West Indies and the adjoining Istlimus. It is here 
that nature forms the channel of communication, as it 
were, between the ornithology of the two great divisions 
of the American continent, not merely as regards species, 
but in the genera and types of form.* It is well known 
that the summer migratory birds of the northern states 
retire southward in the winter, as do those of Europe ; 
and we suspect that tlie limits of their range in that 
direction are marked by the W^est India islands ; but 
whether this is actually the case, or whether the greater 
y)art retire to the warm and fertile provinces of Texas, 
Honduras, and Guatamala, is altogether uncertain, and 
the question can only be determined by actual residents 
on the spot. We should recommend to every naturalist 
who may pass the winter in the I Vest Indies, carefully 
to note the times of arrival and departure of such birds 
as are not constant residents, and more especially to 
collect those of the latter description. Such species as 
do not migrate northward are probably characteristic 
of the southern ornithology ; and thus we might be 
able to trace the harmonious union gf the two divisions 
of the continent, each connected by a slender, but well 
marked, passage in geographic coniiguration and zoolo- 
gical distribution. Among the humming-birds figured 
by Kdwards, as inhabiting Jamaica, is a most beautiful 
one with a forked tail, quite unknown to modern col- 
lectors ; and of this family we may in general remark 
that those only of Tortola are known to our collectors. 
All the water birds of these islands require investigation 
for the same reason as we have just alluded to when 
speaking of the migratory species. The peacock-tur- 
key, a splendid birdt^ is supposed to be confined to the 
forests of Honduras, and a few specimens would be 

* More extended observations on this subject will be found in the Geo- 
graphy and Classification of Animals, p. G9. ; and in Murray's Encycio. 
piedia of Geography. 

f The only specimen which, we l>elicvc, was ever in this country, was 
in Bullock's museum, and was purchased for the French government, at 
the sale of that collection, as near as we can recollect, for about So/, lie 
were too poor to secure it for the British Museum. 

8 2 
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sufficient to repay the mere professional collector the 
expenses of his voyage in search of them. 

(21().) Continuing our survey along the coast, we 
find much has been done in particular provinces, while 
iimiiense tracts of country still remain unexplored. 
Thus the banks of the great river iVIarinham, or the 
Oronokoo, have been visited by Spix, llurchell, and 
Laiigsdorlf, but of all the collections they formed, those 
of Spix alone have been rendered available to science. \V’e 
have been informed that this naturalist was at length so 
overwhelmed with the new objects that crowded upon 
him in every department, that he was absolutely wea- 
ried to satiety, and determined on returning home to 
Europe: justly considering that, had he still continued 
to collect, he could never hope to make know'ii even one 
entire portion of his discoveries.* Our own researches 
in Brazil were going on at the same time, but in a dif- 
ferent direction ; nearly a year was spent in the province 
of Pernambuco alone, and ive subsequently traversed 
overland to Bahia, an immense province which had 
never before been visited by any European naturalist. 
The great harvest of the ornithology of these provinces, 
no less than those of llio de Janeiro, St. raul's, Minas 
Geraes, and some others, has consequently been al- 
ready reaped, but abundant gleanings must yet remain. 
(.)f the extent to which M. Natterer, the German natu- 
ralist, who has been collecting in Brazil for the em- 
peror of Austria the last seventeen years, has prosecuted 
his travels, we know not ; but marvellous, not to say 
incredible, accounts of tlie number of species he has 
collected have been circulated in this country, t On the 
whole, therefore, the greater part of Brazil, large as it 
is, does not offer any expectations of much novelty in 
its feathered tribes, unless in such provinces as Goyaz, 

* This suspicion was unfortunately verified; for this able and indefati. 
ga1)Ic zoologist was taken from us soon after he commenced publishing the 
zoological fruits of the expedition. 

f Since the above was written wc have had the pleasure of a personal 
visit from Dr. Natterer, wt>om we left in Brazil in 1817. He has only just 
returned to Europe, having procured the astonishing number of 1070 siHScics 
of birds in that vast empire. 
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Matto Grosso, and on the confines of Peru and Chili. 
Little that is new can he expected in Paraguay, after 
the researches of Azara, even admitting the country 
was released from the tyrannic and excluding laws of the 
priestly despot who now rules it. Chili and Peru are 
too arid an(l naked to excite great expectations regarding 
their ornithology, although on the hanks of the rivers, 
where woods are to be found, many new species are 
likely to be obtained. The birds of (•ayenne are well 
known, although no distinct work u])on them has ever 
been published. Surinam and Dcnicrara are equally 
rich ; but the first has never been well investigated, 
and although collectors have frequently gone to the 
latter, and brought away the more splendid birds, we 
are yet ignorant of the larger proportion of such whose 
plumage is not very attractive. The researches of M. 
Schomberg, hoivever, now traversing the interior of 
Guiana, will doubtless supjdy this deficiency, and add 
numerous species to our systems passed over by the mere 
amateur. In conclusion, w'e may safely assert, that the 
most unexplored part of South America, so far as con- 
cerns its zoology, is that immense portion formerly 
called New Spain ; for it is not generally knowm that 
Humboldt did little or nothing regarding the ornithology 
of these tracts, which are perhaps equal to Brazil in the 
variety and beauty of its natural productions. 

(217.) We have now answered the questions with 
which we commenced this chapter ; — what birds are 
•worth collecting, and where are tlie best to be obtained. 
The young ornithologist, and the intelligent traveller, 
may now know in what parts of the w'orld their atten- 
tion to ornithology is most needed, and is most likely 
to turn to profitable account. We use this latter term, 
however, riot in a commercial sense. It has been a 
grievous error with many persons to suppose that the 
collecting of subjects of natural history for sale in 
England would be a source of great profit, and that, 
because they hear of a bird or a shell being sold at an 
enormous price, more specimens of the same woidd be 
s 3 
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equally valuable : they forget that the rarity of an 
object constitutes its current value, and that in propor- 
tion as more are brouglit into the market, so does their 
value diminish. At tlie sale of Bullock’s museum, very 
many of the humming birds sold for as many guineas 
as they can now be purchased for shillings. It is our 
duty to guard individuals from incurring severe losses, 
although it is to the interests of science that these 
materials for our study should be cheap and abundant. 
We know of two instances where a whole museum of 
animals, ^^c. has been purchased at the Cape of Good 
Iloiio, under the idea that its sale in England would 
realise a large profit ; when, after being exhibited in 
London, and subsequently sold, the proceeds have 
hardly covered one-half of the original purchase. There 
are persons again, in India, New Holland, Tortola, 
Rio lie Janeiro, and other stations, who trade in these 
objvcts, and they are purchased by persons returning 
to England, under the supposition of their selling to 
advantage. Such speculators will generally be greatly 
deceived. Our supplies exceed the demand. There 
are, comparatively, few persons as yet who form regular 
collections of birds ; for if they are fond of ornithology, 
they can see what specimens they desire at the public 
museums, now formed, or forming, in all tlie great 
towns of England. The directors or managers of 
these latter, again, depend chiefly on donations for 
adding new specimens to their collections ; the funds 
devoted to this object, if any, being generally very 
trifling. Hence it happens that large collections, for 
which no purchasers can be found, are generally sacri- 
ficed at auctions, or sold to the dealers for about one- 
third their value. JJesirous, therefore, as we must be 
to encourage the importation of ornithological speci- 
mens, for the greater diffusion of knowledge, we yet 
cannot hold out any other object that they will accom- 
plish. Large collections of common American birds are 
now frequently sold at an average of two shillings a 
skin ; a sum which is probably much less than their 
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original cost, setting aside the expenses of freight, &c. 
We have made it a practice, however, with such of our 
foreign correspondents who contribute specimens to our 
museum, to give the best advice we can on these occa- 
sionsj considering it as the only return we can make for 
their voluntary donations, hut we recommend no one to 
make pecuniary speculations in subjects of natural his- 
tory, under the idea that the prices to be obtained will 
repay them for the cost or trouble of their original ac- 
quisition. 

(218.) We now proceed to the practical part of our 
subject, commencing with the most simple, and pro- 
ceeding to the more perfect methods of procuring and 
preserving birds. Those persons who have neither skill 
or time to shoot or preserve, may procure the small 
birds of any country from an ordinary sportsman, and 
put them at once into wide-mouthed bottles or jars, 
filled with weak spirits, in which state, after being vrell 
corked and rosined, they may be transmitted to Eng- 
land. This easy method will do very well among the 
generally indolent AW*st Indians, where poor rum may 
be had almost for nothing, and pickle jars, originally 
from England, may be returned refilled. Those who 
could afford the time might attach a bit of stick, 
marked with notches, to such specimens, regarding 
which they are desirous to give, or receive, information. 
The most common species may be put up in this way, 
which is always the best where the internal structure is 
the chief object for subsequent investigation. 

(21<).) The ornithological sportsman, who intends 
preserving his game, should carry in his bag a small 
quantity of cotton or tow to put in the mouths, or over 
the bleeding wnunds of each specimen as it is killed, ta 
prevent one soiling the other ; or those who are very 
particular may wrap each in a piece of paper. The 
best time for shooting, in all countries, is very early in 
the morning, when the notes of the different species 
are heard, and the best season, when there is a choice, 
is that which precedes the breeding, or the time of 
s 4 } 
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pairing; birds are then in their finest plumage, and one 
good specimen, in its perfect plumage, is worth a dozen 
in a state of moulting. Small shot, and in small 
quantities, will kill without much injury; we never 
used higher than shot No. 8., even for thrushes, while 
dust shot is sufficient for humming-birds, and even 
small finches, or warblers. These, and the other re- 
quisites, including powder, had better be procured in 
England. If the collector is settled in a country where 
the peasantry are fond of shooting, a small premium 
above the ordinary price of birds used for food, will 
generally enlist one or two sportsmen into his service, 
and in this manner rare birds may lie often procured. 
The South American Indians are admirable marksmen: 
they shoot birds wnth the blow-pipe and witli blunt 
arrows, and specimens thus procured are generally free 
from blood upon their feathers. ^V^e shall here recom- 
mend a method of shooting particularly desirable in hot 
climates, and frequently much more productive of game 
than any other. This is to watch when the different 
wild trees successively come into fruit, and then to lie 
in wait for the birds which alight upon them to feed. 
This should be practised very early in the morning, 
and after the meridian heat is over : the sportsman, 
sheltered by the surrounding brushwood, or under an 
artificial hut made of boughs, may thus, without any 
exertion, wait the arrival of the different species, and 
single out such as he requires. This is the best method, 
also, to secure the small birds of the south of Europe, 
nearly all of which, although generally insectivorous, 
are passionately fond of figs. We have often killed 
the black-headed flycatcher {^Muscicapa atricapilla L.) 
in these situations. 

(220.) On proceeding to skin a bird, the following 
instruments should be at hand, viz. two or three pen- 
knives, of different sizes, a large and a small pair 
of scissars, the latter pointed, a blunt stick, like the 
handle of a cameVs hair pencil, it pair of forceps, a 
piece of chalk, with cotton, wool, or tow, and a preserv- 



PROCESS FOR PRESERVATION. 


2G5 


ing composition called arsenic soap.* We can recommend 
this soap from long experience ; the birds we preserved 
with it near twenty years ago in Brazil are as perfect 
now as thc*y were the first day they were skinned. 
We cannot say so much of a different composition so 
strongly recommended by an amateur t, who seems to 
think it a modern discovery : spirits of wine and coro- 
sive sublimate, however, has been in use in this country, 
as a preservative against insects, time out of mind, and 
it is strongly recommended by sir James Smith ; J it is 
probably a safeguard against some insects, but is un- 
questionably inferior to the arsenic soap, originally 
invented, vre believe, by the French. 

(221.) There are two ways in use of opening a 
bird ; the first is by lifting up one of the wings and 
making an incision down the whole length of its side, 
from the shoulder joint to that of the thigh ; the 
second is by parting the feathers in front and making 
the incision down the middle of the breast and belly, 
beginning at the top of the breast, and cutting in a 
straight line as far as the vent. The former is certainly 
the best, because the wing conceals the subsequent 
sewing up of the skin, and gives the bird, in front, an 
appearance of plumpness and smoothness which we can 
scarcely have by any other method ; it is, however, the 
most (iifiicult to inexperienced hands, and, therefore. 


* Arsenici Oxydi 3i. ; Saponis 3i. ; Potassa; Carbonatis 5vi. ; Aqua Satu- 
rata 3vi. j Camphorac 5ij. 

t I matte the following experiment with Mr. Waterlon’s composition 
when in Brazil : -- 'J'he ants, which swarmed in a room 1 iiiliabited at Per. 
nami)Uco, had committed great devastation among the prepared insects 
and birds. While preserving one of the latter, 1 cut otr a piece of the 
flesh, and, after saturating it with the composition, laid it in the path 
which led to one of their holes. The little creatures seemed at first to 
be somewhat suspicious of its whnlesomcncss ; but, after walking about 
and upon it, and examining it with their antennee, they seemed to^ro. 
nounce a favourable verdict, for one and all began dragging it away to the 
entrance of their nest, where it soon disappeared beneath the earthen 
floor. The experiment was repeated three times, and the same result fol. 
lowed. The mixture had been brought from England, and I had no 
reason to believe it was defective in the preparation. After this trial 1 
determined on using the arsenic soap; naturally concluding that if aiita 
would devour the soaked flc«i of a bird, they would not scruple to attack 
its skin, which could only be washfxl with the liquor on the inner side. 

t Introduction to Botany. 
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the second mode is that generally used. The incision 
should only be skin deep, to prevent the issue of blood 
or of the intestines ; it may be made, to the end of the 
breast bone, by a penknife, but beyond, as the belly is 
soft, the scissars had better be used, passing the under 
point just below the outer skin, so as not to cut the 
inner ; this being done, rnb the skin gently away from 
the flesh on both sides with the forefinger, scraping 
some chalk upon the carcass, as it becomes exposed, 
that all moisture may be absorbed, and the feathers 
kept dry : so soon as a little of the skin has been 
loosened, lift it up with one hand, and with the other 
pass the stick between the skin and the flesh, in order 
to separate them : but this, and in fact all stages of the 
process, must be done very gently with small birds, and 
such others as have thin skins. Work with the stick 
in this manner until you come to the shoulder joint, 
from around which the skin must also be detached ; 
when this is done, and your stick will pass between the 
loose skin and the joint, cut the latter through with a 
knife, or, if the bird is small, with the scissars. The 
clearing away of one wdng greatly facilitates your future 
progress, which is prosecuted by continuing to detach 
the skin on the sides and back, using the thumb nail, 
or the scissars, to separate any muscles tliat impede 
your progress. Arriving at the leg, the knee joint 
is to be cut through, after the skin around it is re- 
moved. Having thus separated the skin from the flesh 
on one side, proceed to do the same on the other, and 
in precisely the same -way: it will be as well, how- 
ever, in this stage of the process, to separate the neck 
from the breast, by detaching the skin all round the 
ba^, and cutting the neck away, at its lowest part, with 
the strong scissars. By this operation the skin, being 
so much detached, may be separated from the other 
wing and leg with much more ease ; and when this has 
been done, the carcass will only remain attached to the 
skin by the tail; draw away th^skin, therefore, very 
gently all round the vent, until you come to the hard 
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root of the tail, where the skin cannot be separated any 
farther ; here, therefore, you cut the body away with 
the scissars, taking care to avoid cutting the skin at the 
same time. The whole skin being now entirely taken 
off, the carcass will present, if neatly done, something 
the appearance of a trussed fowl. Spread out tlie skin 
so that you can sprinkle it with powdered chalk, for 
the purpose of absorping the blood and moisture, ad- 
justing the feathers, and preventing any from adhering 
to the inner surface. If any of the feathers are bloody, 
absorb the blood with chalk, and press it upon them ; 
so long as they retain any moisture, tlie chalk will thus 
form into flakes, which must he throwm off^ and more 
applied until the feathers are quite dry. 

(‘J22.) Tile next stage consists in removing the 
fleshy parts of the wings and legs, together with the 
whole of the neck, and the inside of the skull. Let us 
speak of each of these sfparately. The feathers being 
adjusted, and all moisture absorbed from the skin by 
means of the chalk powder, take the stump of the 
shoulder bone, and with the thumb nail of the other 
hand, detach the skin from the fleshy muscles of the 
bone, working equally all round, so that the skin is not 
stretched or torn, but is forced gradually away ; the 
slender muscles may be cut with the knife or scissars, 
but the parts where the quills adhere are to be separated 
by the force of thp thumb nail : as soon as you reach 
the first joint of the wing, cut away all the fleshy 
muscles, which there seem as if they were united. If 
the bird is small you need not proceed farther, for the 
quantity of flesh on the bones of the next, or last joint, 
is but small, l^his done, and the bones made quite clean, 
anoint them and the skin with a little of the soap 
lather, worked up as ordinary soap is for shaving, by a 
camefs hair pencil, dipt in any sort of spirits, and then 
draw the skin over them without putting in any cotton 
or other stuffing. This latter practice is most detri- 
mental, for it invariably discomposes the order and 
regularity of the feathers, and almost always swells out 
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the part to an unnatural thickness. The wing being 
restored to its natural shape, proceed to the leg, which 
is comparatively easy : the skin will readily slide ofF 
the flesh if the leg is gently forced upwards, and when 
the small or narrow p«art begins to appear, cut the 
muscles all round, tear off* the flesh, and after anointing 
the bone with the soap, twist a little cotton or tow 
round it, so as to give it something of the appearance 
of the natural shape ; gently pull out the leg again, and 
all will come right. There is one fault in adjusting 
the legs which all inexperienced persons fall into : they 
pull out the legs too far, and thus make them appear 
much longer than they are in nature. To obviate this, 
let it be remembered as a general rule, that the knee 
joint of nearly all birds is on a line with the vent ; and 
in preserving a bird the leg should always be pushed 
upwards until the knee comes exactly in a line with, or 
rather above, the root of the# tail. Again adjust the 
feathers, and proceed to the wing and foot on the other 
side, which of course are to be treated in the same 
manner. 

(225.) The neck and inside of the skull is next to 
be removed. Take hold of the end of the neck, and 
pass the skin backwards ; that is, draw it over the head 
in a contrary direction, until the hind part of the skull 
appears : here great care is necessary, for in some birds 
(the woodpeckers and ducks, for example) the neck is 
narrow and the head large ; in ordinary birds, hoivever, 
the skin, if gently pushed and worked by the Anger and 
thumb (not pulled), will reach sufficiently far on the 
nape to admit of the angles of the lower jaw being 
pared down (if necessary) with the knife, the point of 
which is also used to scoop out the thin skin of the ears, 
which always lay in a little hollow, and should not 
be broken ; a very little farther the sockets of the eyes 
will begin to appear, but still go on, gently passing 
the skin over the skull, detaching the former from the- 
nerves which connect it to the eye by the knife. When 
about two thirds of the eye is thus exposed, cut through 
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the thin white skin which will then appear, with the 
scissars, so as not to injure the outer skin of the bird 
The eye being then exposed, cut round the margin o . 
the orbits, so that the eye is not broken, and then scoop 
it out entire with a strong goose quill cut in the shape 
of a pen, but without a slit : the other side of the head 
is to be done, of course, in the same manner. Before 
filling up the sockets of the eyes with cotton, a small 
portion of thd back part of the skull is to be cut away, 
for the purpose of cleaning out the brains : this may be 
done with the quill just mentioned, or with a blunt- 
pointed pen-knife ; then cut away all the flesh on the 
sides, and clean the bones with cotton. After having 
washed the whole with the arsenic soap, fill up the 
inside of the skull, if possible, with tow rather than 
with cotton ; for if the bird is subsecjuently set up, or 
mountad, as it is termed, the wires, then to be used, 
will i>ass through tow, h^ seldom can be made to pene- 
trate cotton or w^ool ; so that, if no tow is at hand, it 
were better to leave the skull empty. Anoint the skin 
of the neck with the soap, and then proceed with great 
caution in returning the skin over the head, not by 
pulling, but by gentle jiressure with the finger; this is, 
perhaps, the most difficult part of the process; and the 
young practitioner must make his account of tearing 
tw'o or three of his first specimens ; but a little expe- 
rience will suggest improvements too minute and tedious 
to be expressed iii writing. When once the skin is 
drawn back again over the skull, the difficulty, in fact, 
is over, and this should be done by the thumb.nail. 
It is only here that the skin appears tight ; for when it 
has passed over the scalp, the rest of the neck comes 
out almost of its own accord. 

(224.) The specimen being now free from all parts 
that are to be taken away, let the skin be again opened 
and spread out for the purpose of anointing all the 
inside, first removing any lumps uf fat or flesh that 
may still adhere. We then proceed to the stuffing. A 
false neck should be made of tow or cotton, about 
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double the length of the natural one, since the lower 
half will be-in the middle of the back, and supply the 
place of the vertebra, or back bone. Let this false neck 
be rolled round between the hands, and then insert it 
upwards to the roof of the mouth, by means of the 
forceps : if possible, push it so firmly into the skull at 
this part that it will take a slight hold, then draw down 
the neck to its natural length by means of the other end 
of the tow ; this will obviate the great defect of speci- 
mens prepared by beginners v/here the neck is so much 
stretched that it becomes double the true length : this 
defect is caused by pushing the tow or cotton upwards, 
in small hits instead of one entire piece, the latter 
enabling the operator to shorten or lengthen the skin at 
his own pleasure, just as any one can shorten or 
lengthen a stocking u])on his leg. This done, take a 
needle of moderate size, with some silk, and commence 
sewing up the skin in a zigzagulirection^ always passing 
the needle from the inside to tne out, a mode by whiih 
all entanglement from the feathers will be prevented. 
From the point where the first incision of the skin was 
made, begin to put in more stuffing (cotton is perhaps the 
best), that the breast and body may have the plumpness of 
the natural size : care must be taken, however, not to fill it 
too much, for when once the skin is too much stretched, 
and becomes dry, it can never be reduced, whereas it 
may always be stretched hereafter by any subsequent 
process used for softening or relaxing the ski^jl, if it is to 
be mounted: for this reason it is preferable to stuff the 
fresh skin rather below than above the natural bulk. 
After sewing up the skin, in the manner directed, to 
within an inch of the vent, there is no need to proceed 
farther. The opening then left will be sufficient for 
inserting the forceps, and either adding to or diminish- 
ing the quantity of stu fling. After adjusting the legs, 
according to the rule already mentioned, and bringing 
the wings to their natural position, your bird will be 
finished. If the two mandibles of the bill are not even, 
or gape, bring them together by passing a needle, with 
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thread^ through the nostrils^ and after bintling them 
round, secure them by a knot. The tongue may be 
either left in the bill, or it may be taken out and 
fastened with a pin to the specimen when it is dry. 

(225.) The last and finishing operation is putting 
your specimen into the mould or form in which it is to 
remain until the skin is thoroughly dry. This process 
gives it great neatness, compactness, and beauty, and it 
is accomplished with much ease. Make a sugar-loaf 
cap, or hood, of any sort of paper, provided it is smooth, 
and fit it to the bird so that it presses sufficiently close 
all round the head, neck, and breast, to press the 
feathers quite smooth ; if the hood is too loose, contract 
it 'by folding it narrower or broader at one or both ends, 
as tile case may be, leaving sufficient opening at the 
small end to admit the end of the bill, which may 
he pulled a little out to tighten the pressure of the 
cap round the feathers of Jthe head. If, when the hood 
is on, the neck appears too long, push the whole 
body of the bird upwards, by grasping it all round the 
wings, legs, and body, so that all these parts are equally 
pressed upwards. This done, let the cap remain on the 
bird for twenty-four hours ; then remove it, by pushing 
the end of the bill downwards, adjust any feathers that 
are out of place, and replace the specimen as it was be- 
fore. The hood should be sufficiently long to confine the 
shoulders and the wing covers, and should fit close enough 
to press them on the sides of the breast. Writing 
paper or old newspapers are preferable to any other 
material for this purpose; and the edge which folds 
,over, and makes the hood, had better he secured with 
two or three drops of sealing. wax, for if the small end 
is twisted, as is done for other purposes, there will be 
no aperture for the projection of the beak, which should 
be always attended to first, because the beak had better 
be very slightly bent forward rather than in a direct 
straight line with the body ; and, secondly, because the 
cap will not fit so close to the feathers of the head if its 
margins do not press round the base of the bill. The 
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time necessary for the specimen to become quite dry, 
of course depends upon many local circumstances. In 
warm countries, two or three days’ exposure to the air 
will be sufficient ; but a week will be required in colder 
climates : if placed within the influence of a warm fire, 
the skin will become firm and dry much sooner. Hut 
even when the form of the specimen is thus fixed, the 
hood should not he removed, unless the bird is to be 
placed at once in the cabinet, for it keeps the feathers 
clean and smooth, and protects them from injury when 
the specimens are jjacked ; indeed, all birds that are 
sent from abroad, or stowed in a package, should have 
tlieir heads protected by these hoods, provided they 
have been preserved in the first instance in sucli a 
manner that they can be fitted on. A person not ac- 
quainted with this mode of finishing a bird-skin, can 
have no idea of the neatness which even an ill-stuffed 
specimen will acquire after umtlergoing this last process ; 
and although it is not absolutely essential, no one, after 
witnessing its effects, will ever neglect it, if it was only 
for the gratification it gives to the eye of the operator, 
it may also be used much more generally wuth all birds, 
whatever the length of their necks may be, than might 
at first be imagined. No specimens are so troublesome 
to pack, and occupy so much room, whether upon a 
journey or in the cabinet, than the long-necked herons, 
waders, and ducks. Now, if we look to these birds in 
a state of nature, we see that the neck is very often 
brought down close to the breast, so that to preserve 
them in such a position is not only highly convenient, 
but even natural. This may be done (but in the first , 
instance only) by firmly securing one end of the false 
neck of tow, either in the hollow of the skull or by 
bringing it out at the mouth, and then contracting the 
neck to as short a length as possible; the skin of a 
heron whose neck was extended to its full length in 
the first instance, may thus be brought to lay within 
two thirds of the space it would otherwise occupy, 
besides having a much better and neater appearance. 
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The same may be done with the ducks and the waders. 
Nor will this contraction at all affect .the subsequent 
process of mounting : if it is desired that the bird 
should be put in an attitude which required the neck to 
be lengthened, this extension can be accomplished with- 
out difficulty ; but when the neck has been dried in an 
extended position, no art can ever reduce it effectually 
to lesser dimensions, 

(226.) Some few exceptions and general cautions 
may be here mentioned in addition to the foregoing 
instructions. Some birds, particularly the pigeons and 
cuckows, have their skin remarkably thin, and generally 
very fat ; the greatest care must therefore be used in 
detaching it from the flesh, and the operator must be 
very cautious in his efforts to remove the fat, otherwise 
he will repeatedly tear the skin ; the best way for ac- 
complishing the latter object is by gently scraping it 
upwards with a blunt knife, and then applying powdered 
chalk to absorb the oily substance which exudes on the 
pressure of the finger. Most of the sea birds will require 
this process, and nearly the whole of the ducks. All 
rasorial birds, and their respective types, have thick 
skins * ; in tenuirostral types, on the other hand, the skin 
is generally very thin. It is hardly necessary with the 
humming birds to clean out the inside of the skull, or 
the flesh from the wings and feet ; but the body and 
neck should always be removed. In warm latitudes, 
where every thing that is dead is liable to be imme- 
diately attacked by ants, the collector should take the 
precaution of washing the bill and legs with a little of 
the arsenic soap ; and only to expose his specimens for 
the purpose of drying, when he, or some one else, can 
look at them every ten or fifteen minutes. The colour 
of the eyes and feet, and the con twits of the stomach 
and crop, should be noted down ; and the tongue of each 
species either drawn, described, or preserved. The 

* This is a very remarkable circumstance, and is one of the most beau, 
tiful of all those analogies which assimilate the f/n^/a/cW quadrupeds as a 
whole, and the Pachydermates as a type, to the order Jiasorrs, and the 
tribe of Scansorest ainong birds. 


T 
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mounting of specimens^ or setting them up in the atti- 
tudes of life, is a branch of Taxidermy not absolutely 
essential to our present purpose ; since, if the student 
is acquainted with the art of preserving the skin of a 
bird, that will he sufficient to answer every scientific 
purpose. Our limits, indeed, for treating this part of 
our subject are so confined, that we deemed it preferable 
to treat one branch of the art of ])rcserving thoroughly, 
than to say a little upon both. 

We shall now pass on to the different modes 
of preserving birds in cabinets, or otherwise, after they 
have been ])repared. It was formerly the custom among 
our collectors to have each species in a wooden case by 
itself, with a glass in front ; the whole rendered air- 
tight : in this manner all the birds in the Leverian 
Museum were arranged, the cases being piled up so as 
to cover the sides of the apartments. The inconve- 
niences of this mode are obvious, for the specimens 
could only be examined through the glass ; and by 
having only one species in each case, a great deal of 
space was sacrificed. To this succeeded the fashion of 
grouping the birds upon branches, fastened into large 
cases, on the back and sides of which were painted 
landscapes, &c. : this was introduced, we believe, by 
Bullock, whose whole collection was displayed in this 
manner. This plan is certainly better adapted than the 
first for producing effect, by Uic contrast of colours and 
the variation of attitude ; so that, for those persons who 
merely possess a few splendid specimens for show, this 
is, perhaps, the best way of displaying them to advan- 
tage. For all useful or scientific purposes, however, it 
is much worse than the last : the feet cannot be accu- 
rately seen, from the comparative obscurity in which 
very many of the birds must be thrown ; and, as only 
the glass front of the case can be removed, all attempts 
either to accurately examine, or measure, or draw, or 
describe specimens thus disposed, will not only be im- 
perfect, but in many instances impossible.* This bar- 

* It is only doing justice to the authors of the *' Descriptive Catalogue 
of Australian Birds in the Linnicaii Society’s Collection/’ to state that 
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baric taste, however, is now exploded, at least in all 
collections intended to be really useful and instructive. 
The admirable plan upon which the noble collection of 
birds in the Clarden of Plants at Paris is arranged, has 
Ix'en adopted both at the British Museum, the Zoolo- 
gical Society, and the Liverpool Institution. Each 
specimen is mounted on a wooden stand, and then 
arranged on narrow shelves in ordinary glass cases, the 
whole interior of which is painted of a rose-coloured 
white, for the purpose of bringing out the birds in re- 
lief. These stands are made, of course, of different 
sizes and heights, to suit the tlifferent sized birds. 
The best we have seen are turned in France ; and if a 
large ((uantity arc wanted, it might be as well to pro- 
cure them, if possible, from Paris, as the custom-house 
<inty is not high. A more simple, and equally effi- 
cacious, plan, is to mount the bird upon a proper sized 
natural twig, and then insert the end into a slab or 
block of wood, sufficiently heavy to stand firm. For 
woodpeckers, a roundish block should be preferred, 
as more suited to the natural attitudes of these birds ; 
and for such as walk only upon the ground, the stands 
should be made of slabs of wood of different sizes, and 
about an inch thick, neatly whitened: on a label in 
front may be printed the generic and s])ecific name, the 
Knglish name, and the country inhabited by the bin! ; 
the specimen is then fit to be placed in the case. The 
shelves should be as narrow as possible, in order to ad- 
mit of as many rows of birds as the case will conve. 
niently hold, and also to prevent the more backward 
ranges from being enveloped in shade : tliey should not 
be fixed as ordinary shelves, but moveable, like those 
in the generality of bookcases, so that their positions 

nearly all the errors in tliat paper, in regard lo matters rf fact, may bo 
fairly attributcil to the miserable state in which this very collection is ar. 
ranged. The birds are perched u|K)Ii dark branches, one half obscuring 
tlie light from the other. The siieciincns cannot be taken out for examin- 
ation, and they happen to l)C dei)ositcd in a i^articularly gloomy room. 
'When will the Society extend about SOi, in making these st>ecimcns tit for 
scientific examination ? We candidly confess we would not have under- 
taken to describe them in their present state. , 

T 2 
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may be changed, and they may be raised higher or 
lower, as circumstances require. The glass front should 
be easily taken off; or it may be hung on hinges, the 
sides being lined with felt or baize, so that as little air 
or dust can enter as possible. It is surprising how 
closely birds of a moderate size may be arranged on 
this plan without any appearance of confusion, each 
specimen being immediately accessible, and capable of 
being taken out singly in three minutes. Of two cases 
now before us, one, containing a large proportion of 
small birds, has seventy-live specimens ; the other, 
chiefly filled with thrushes, starlings, and otlier middle- 
sized birds, contains fifty-two. The dimensions of 
each case are three feet eleven inches high, three feet 
one inch wide, and eleven inches deep-. 

(228.) But even the above method of arranging a 
large collection, admirable as it is, presents some serious 
obstacles to a private individual, no less than to socie- 
ties whose funds are not very ample. It requires great 
space, and a large pecuniary expenditure. Rooms oi 
galleries must be devoted to containing cases ; and 
the cost of mounting, independent of the cases them- 
selves, will generally be found, in a large collection, to 
average nearly two thirds the original cost of the speci- 
mens. The great and constant trouble, also, of opening 
glass fronts whenever a bird is to be examined, is no 
small hindcrance to the scientific author, who often 
finds it necessary to be able to handle a specimen, turn 
It about, open its wings or tail, and discompose in some 
measure that exact arrangement of the feathers which 
constitutes the finishing of a mounted specimen. All 
these, as we before observed, are serious inconveniences 
to all but very wealthy individuals, who can build 
galleries and rooms, and to whom the expense of mount- 
ing is no object. ' 

(2290 The last and best method of arranging birds 
is by leaving them, as it is technically called, in their 
skins.** It is now near twenty years since we began 
this plan, to the great surprise and disapprobation of 
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oul scientific friends ; but the practice has now become 
almost general. It is simply arranging the birds in 
drawers^ as shells or minerals are kept ; the specimens 
of each genus being placed together, and laid in rows 
upon carded cotton. The cabinets, of course, should 
be thoroughly well made, and the drawers of different 
depths. The large birds, indeed, or those of the size 
of a goose, are kept in chests ; but all others, if pre- 
served upon the hooded or contracted plan already 
alluded to (S2.5.), may he contained in a cabinet by 
themselves, the drawers of which should be from three 
to one inch and three-quarters deep, the length about 
nineteen inches, and the breadth eighteen inches. That 
the collector may form an idea of the great advantage, 
merely as regards space, that attends this mode, we shall 
just mention the following fact. An oak cabinet is now 
before us, of the following dimensions: — four feet 
:4evcn inches high, three feet three inches broad, and 
nineteen inches deep ; it contains thirty-six drawers, in 
two tiers, each drawer measuring in the clear, two inches 
one- tenth in depth, eighteen inches in breadth, and six- 
teen and a quarter inches in length.* In this cabinet 
are contained no less than 6 14 specimens, few of 
which are small; the birds chiefly belonging to the 
woodpecker, parrot, toucan, cuckow, hawk, pigeon, and 
other middle-sized families. One, two, or even three 
such cabinets, may be arranged in our common-sized 
rooms as articles of furniture, the fronts of the drawers 
being protected by folding doors, with brass lattice work 
over purple silk. 1000 or 1500 birds will take the 
cdlector some time to acquire ; and he may by this 
means have them compactly, and even beautifully, ar- 
ranged in his library or drawing-room, without any 
risk of the plumage being injured by the light (a cir- 

* This cabinet was originally made for minerals, and all the drawers 
arc of equal depth. If a similar sized one was made expressly for binls, we 
^ould recommend that four of the drawers wi^rc two inches and a half 
deep in the clear, ten two and two.tcnths of an inch, four two inches, 
twave one inch and three-quarters, ten one inch and a half, total forty 
drawers, making the entire height much the same as that just mentioned. 
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cumstance which entirely tahes oif the freshness and 
hrilliancy of birds in the London collections in three or 
four years), .and ready, with a moment’s trouble, to be 
handled and examined, '[o each specimen a strip of 
card is attached, with the name, 8:c,, written thereon, 
and tucked beath the win§. A regular inspection k 
made three or four times a year: if any injury by in. 
sects isohserved, the specimen is taken out and placed in 
quarantine ; a box strongly impregnated by camphor, or 
the oven, performs this office ; and in this manner have 
birds, collected near twenty years ago, retained all the 
beauty and freshness they possessed on the day of their 
death. 



279 


PART III. 

ON THE NATURAL HISTORY AND RELATIONS OF THE 
DIFFERENT ORDERS, TRIBES, AND FAMILIES OF 
BIRDS. 


CHAPTER I. 

ON THE HAPTORIAL ORDER, OR BIRDS OF PREY. 

(2/ilO.) The rapacious birds, like the feline qua- 
drupeds which they represent, form a distinct and pri- 
mary order in their own class. In comparison to the 
Insessores, or perchers, their number is but few; for 
had it been otlierwise, their sanguinary habits would 
have soon depopulated the feathered creation. For the 
same wise and conservative principles they propagate 
slowly. While the domestic fowl rears with facility a 
brood of ten or fifteen little ones, and the prolific spar- 
row, both feeding upon the seeds of the earth, lays from 
eight to ten eggs, the eagle seldom hatches more than 
two, and this but once a year. As if conscious that 
they were the known and detested enemies both of man 
and beast, they build only in wild and desert solitudes ; 
shunning, and shunned by, their own class, except when 
they leave their retreats to seek and devour them. 

(231.) Rapacious birds comprise some of the largest 
of the feathered creation, and they are notoriously the 
most muscular and powerful. The flight of the eagle 
has been the theme of poets, and there are few of that 
family which do not show great strength of wing. The 
male is considerably smaller than the female; a dis- 
proportion not found in other birds, and for wliich it 
is difficult to account, seeing that both sexes hunt the 
same description of game, and evince the same courage. 
It is a mistake among compilers to say that the fe- 
males are handsomer” than the males, for the very con- 
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not (lark or sombre : and both will be more particularly 
noticed in a future volume. The reader should bear in 



mind, that our present object is directed to the cha- 
racteristics of groups, not of individuals ; our task is 
not that of the biographer, or the collector of anecdotes, 
but rather that of the general historian of this part of 
creation. 

(234.) The genera composing this family may be 
here slightly mentioned, although our present state of 
knowledge will not allow so full an exposition of their 
affinities and relations as could be wislied. The diffi- 
culty of procuring such large birds for minute examin- 
ation, the rarity of most of them, and the few specimens 
that are in our museums, arc all serious obstacles to 
attaining that acquaintance with the natural series of 
this family which can alone substantiate our present 
disposition of the genera. It has been stated, indeed, 
that, of the two typical groups, the first, or the restricted 
genus Vultur, has no caruncles or wattles either on the 
head or neck ; while the possession of these appendages 
is stated to be the chief distinction of the vultures of 
the new world, forming the genus Catharteti. Our own 
observations, however, lead us to consider these as se- 
condary, ancl not primary, characters ; in proof of which 


BIRDS OF PREY. VULTUR CINERBUS. 285 

we may advert to the fact, that not one half of the new 
world vultures have either caruncles or wattles. The 
pre-eminent distinction of these 
two groups appears to be in the 
very opposite forms of their nos- 
trils. In Vultur, the aperture 
is placed transversely across the 
bill, while in Cathartea it is long, 
linear, and situated parallel with 
the margin of the bill ; in other 
words, the aperture is longitu- 
dinal. In the most aberrant 
species, there will, of course, be 
an interchange of characters, as 
in every other part of the animal 
kingdom. Of the typical vultures there are only two 
species found in Europe, — the V, fulvus And the V. cU 
narma {fig. 91 .)^ last of which we have occasionally 
found on the lofty mountains of Sicily. Neophron (Sa- 
^'^^y))Sar(;oramphus (Dumeril), and some others, seem 
to be minor variations, or subgenera. Neophron is obvi- 
ously a tenuirostral type, for its lengthened and slender 
bill more resembles that of a wader than of a bird of iirey ; 
while the Vultur nura of South America seems to us to Ik? 
the type of Cathartes. Both these great divisions have 
the head and neck more or less bare of feathers, while 
their feet and general aspect at once proclaim the typical 
characters of the family they represent. But there are 
some otlier birds, obviously allied to these, which cannot, 
however, be associated with them. One of these is the 
New Holland vultufe, mentioned by my friend Chief 
Justice Field *, and which is so like a rasorial bird that 
some authors have hesitated (not having seen a specimen) 
as to what order it really belonged. So completely, 
indeed, has nature disguised this rare and ext^^aordinary 
vulture in the semblance of that type which it is to re- 
present in its own family, that it has even been classed 
by one writer with the Menura of the same continent ; 

* GCo. M^moires of New South Wales. 
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liiid it must be confessed that if clear conceptions of 
the difference between analogy and affinity are not en- 
tertained, such a classification has some plausible rea- 
sons to recommend it. The feet, in fact, of the two 
birds, are formed nearly on the same princijile ; but, 
then, so are those of Orthonyx^ a little scansorial bird 
not much bigger than a robin. All three genera, in 
short, are remarkable for their large disproportionate feet, 
long and slightly curved claws, and the equality of 
length, or nearly so, of the outer and the middle toe. 
It is by instances such as these that we perceive the 
full extent of those unnatural combinations which result 
from founding our notions of classification from one set 
of characters, and forgetting to look at the full conse- 
quences of carrying those notions into extended oper- 
ation. Nor is this the only peculiarity of the New 
Holland vulture ; for, unlike all others of its family, it 
po.ssesses eighteen feathers in its tail. An examin- 
ation of the bill {fiy. 92.), 
which is decidedly rap- 
torial, joined with many 
other considerations, shows 
that all these are but ana- 
logical relations to the 
RasoreSj while the real 
affinities of the bird are 
in the circle of the VnL 
tnrid(By of which it forms the rasorial type. A per- 
fect specimen of this very rare vulture, now before us 
(procured by Mr. Allan Cunningham in the forests ad- 
joining Van Diemen's Land), enables us to speak of its 
structure from personal examination. 

(235.) The fissirostral type is no less strongly marked 
than is the rasorial. This is exhibited in the bearded 
vulture of the Alps, forming the genus Grypeetus of 
Storr, the only example yet discovered of this particular 
form. It has the lengthened bill of the vulture, but 
the boldness and rapacity of the falcon family. The 
fissirostral type or form is clearly manifested in its 




BIRDS OP PREY. SECRETARY VULTURE. 285 

short legs, bristled gape, and long pointed wings ; while 
the singular tuft of stiff feathers surrounding the bill, 
makes it a perfect representation of Da»ycephala, its 
corresponding type in the circle of the thrushes {Meru- 
Hike*), This vulture, in fact, is the most cruel and 
rapacious of all the European birds of prey ; and all our 
best ornithologists have idaced it close to the eagles. 

(23(h) 'i'he third and last type of this family appears 
to us to be the secretary vulture of Africa, forming the 



genus Gypogeranus (fig. .93.). At least we cannot 
assign it to any other known division of the Iinptor(\s, 
witliout separating it much more widely from its con- 
geners than our present state of knowledge will sanc- 
tion. It has been thought, indeed, that this remark- 
aide bird represented one of the primary divisions of 
the whole order ; in which case it would stand between 
the owls and the dodo : but its similarity to the vul- 
tures and the falcons, in our opinion, is too great to 
favour this supposition ; while, on the other hand, it 
will subsequently appear that the circle of the Falconidrv 
is sufficiently complete to show that it does not enter 
into that family. We have no other alternative, then, 
hut to place it as the most aberrant — in other words, as 
the grallatoria^ype of the vultures ; a station to which 
* See the demonstration of this circle in Northern Zoology. 
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it has some claim by the uncommon lengtli of its legs 
and its perfectly terrestrial habits. We confess^ how- 
ever, that until a proper analysis of this family has been 
made, we shall by no means be satisfied that this is the 
true station of Gypogeranus, Its conspicuous and very 
remarkable crest, which rises from the back of the heatl, 
and can be spread out like a fan, and its aptness for 
domestication, are all in favour of its being a rasorial 
type ; more particularly as crests are absolutely unknown 
in that of the grallatorial. It is barely possible that 
this perjdexing form may prove to be the rasorial sub- 
genus either of Cathartcit or Vultur; in which case tlic- 
grallatorial genus of the Vulturidis will be unknowni. 
unless Neophron fills that station. Difficulties of this 
sort will always attend the determination of those com- 
])aratively few groups in zoology, where the links in the 
chain are wide apart ; and these difficulties are increased 
where the requisite analysis has not been gone into. 
Gypoqmmu6‘ is evidently, a compound, both in structure 
and habits, of the vulture and the falcon ; and we can 
incur no risk in placing it as the most aberrant of the 
former, seeing that, without any reference to our theci- 
retical view's of the subject, such an intervening station 
has been assigned to it by all the most eminent writers. 

It must be remembered, also, that the very same objec- 
tions occur against placing this bird between the Strigitln 
and the Didida;, as those we have intimated against 
considering it as the grallatorial type of the Vulturid^\ 
(237*) The Falconidaj, or falcons, exhibit the per- 
fection of the order ; they are distinguished by a much 
shorter and sharper bill, more or less toothed, and by 
very acute and strongly curved talons. Their form, in 
general, is lighter, their flight more graceful, and their 
courage much greater, than what we see in the vultures : 
unlike these latter, also, they live almost exclusively 
upon animals which they themselves have killed, resort- 
ing only to carrion or dead game when pressed by ex- 
treme hunger. The geographic range Bf this family, 
as a whole, is universal ; for wherever other animals 
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exist, there also these deadly enemies are to be found. 
From the arctic regions to the most southern limits of 
Australia^ and from the western shores of Africa to 
the vast forests of Brazil^ different races of the falcons 
abound ; and yet there are very few species which in- 
habit widely remote countries. Some of those whose 
chief metropolis is in Europe, extend their range to the 
most northern parts of the new world, and even spread 
in the contrary direction to the more temperate latitudes 
of Asia ; hut the species of tropical America are totally 
different from those of western Africa, although many 
o£ these latter extend their range to the Cape of Cood 
Hope, and some few appear, also, to be inhabitants of 
India. We are by no means satisfied of the truth of 
the assertioji, that certain species, inhabiting New Hol- 
land, are specifically the same as their counterparts in 
Europe ; but this much is certain, that Australia, no 
less tlian southern Africa, possesses species peculiar to 
their respective regions. From the first of these coun- 
tries we have a hawk of a pure white colour, and a 
noble eagle, feathered to the toes, possessing the un- 
usual peculiarity of a wedge-shaped or cuneated tail. It 
is observed that falcons are invariably much more nu- 
merous on continents tlian on islands : they love a widt- 
extent of country, which is not only congenial to their 
habits, but absolutely essential to a fitting supply of 
daily food. The plumage of these birds, although des- 
titute of a bright or. gay assemblage of colours, is, in 
many instances, particularly elegant. The upper parts 
arc generally of different shades of brown or slate colour ; 
sometimes, as in the lesser American falcons, of a bright 
rufous, variegated with spots : the under plumage has 
generally a, white ground, often beautifully marked witli 
jiear-shaped spots, or transversely baiuleil with narrow 
parallel lines of grey. The eye is deep sunk in the 
head ; and the bone which supports the eyebrows, both 
in this and in the owl family, is unusually prominent. 

(238.) Such are the chief distinctions of the family 
before us ; — a family whose natural arrangement ha.^ 
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excited more attention among modern naturalists^ and 
has given rise to more controversy than any group in 
the whole circle of ornithology. In the present ad- 
vanced state of science it is quite unnecessary to ad- 
vocate the imposition of classical names to the diderent 
groups it contains, since they have been long distin- 
guished by the vernacular ones of eagle, hawk, buzzard, 
&c. The real difficulty lies in determining the natural 
series, and in separating those modifications which are 
typical of natural genera, or subgenera, from those which 
merely belong to aberrant or annectant species. It is 
quite clear that neither of these important objects can 
ever be accomplished by consulting figures, whicli an^ 
often incorrect, not only in their details, but in giving a 
false character to the bird*, or the ordinary descriptions 
found in systems, where it generally happens that those 
points of structure which chiefly point out the relations 
of the bird arc entirely omitted ; wdiile minute par- 
ticulars as to colour, &c., of no essential importance to 
the main question, are prominently brought forwaril. 
Jt may be urged, indeed, that such classifications art 
provisional, and are merely proposed until the group is 
better understood ; but we question much whether any 
real advantage to the cause of science, and more esjie- 
cially to the establishment of the circular system, is 
eventually gained by such premature attempts to [irove 
its truth, particularly in those groups which, from their 
intricacy, more especially require rigid analysis. On 
the other hand, it must be confessed that such analysis, 
in the present instance, is attended with peculiar diffi- 
culty. Most of the exotic raptorial birds, or at least 
several of the most remarkable forms, are rare ; and 
there are no collections in this country, public or private, 
wdiich contain more than a very insignificant portion oi‘ 
the existing species. These considerations, which carry 
with them the impossibility of determining the rank of 
the numerous divisions proposed by Savigny, Cuvier, 

* This is particularly the case in the figures of falcons contained in the 
Planches Colortcs. 
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and many others of lesser note, deterred us, some years 
ago, from attempting any classification of the Falconidts^ 
when treating of the North American sjiecies discovered 
on tlie Arctic expeditions : rather choosing to prosecute 
further inquiries, and collect additional materials by slow 
degrees, than to adopt a circular arrangement of the 
family ; which arrangement, although we may know it to 
be erroneous, we may be unable to rectify in a satisfactory 
manner. With this decision, which was then thought 
to be somewhat fastidious, we have now reason to be 
satisfied. In the following distribution of the family, 
we trust to have placed the primary types upon that 
sure basis which reposes both upon affinity anti analogy ; 
so that some advance, at least, will be made towards a 
more natural disposition of the family, and, by indi- 
cating what appears to us the true station of some of the 
minor grouj)s, a clue will be furnished by which the 
validity of the genera and subgenera not here adopted 
may be more correctly ascertained. 

(239*) The three primary divisions of the Fal« 
CON1DA5 are characterised by the following peculiarities. 
The first contains the true falcons, having a deep and 
sharply angulated tooth (which is often divided into 
two) near the ti]) of the upper mandible : these compose 
the restricted genus Falco. The second is composed 
of the hawks, wherein the tooth just mentioned is not 
apparent, or rather it assumes a form of a rounded 
projecting lobe, or festoon, towards the middle of the 
margin : the shape of the bill, however, in other re- 
spects, is the same ; that is to say, it is short, high, and 
curved from the base ; the wings are also more rounded 
than those of the true falcons, but both groups agree in 
having the tarsus fully developed. To these birds we 
retain the generic name of Accipiter, originally given 
exclusively to them by our great countryman, Wil- 
lughby. ‘ The third, which is the aberrant division, is 
characterised, as a whole, rather by negative than positive 
characters. The bill is weaker, less curved, and more 
straight at its base ; it is never toothed, and seldom 
u 
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festooned or sinuated on the margin ; while the wings, 
altliough rounded like those of the hawks, are consider- 
ably longer. Greater precision, however, will result from 
characterising each division of this aberrant circle sepa- 



rately. The eagles form the ge- 
nus Aquila {fig. 94.), and are 
known by having the longest bills 
of the whole family. Their form 
is heavy, their size large, their 
feet short and thick, and their 
wings only of very moderate 
length. Following these are the 
buzzards — the genus Buteo — 
where the body and legs are 
slender, the ears large, the bill 
short and weak, and the wings 
uncommonly long. To the birds 
of the third and last division 


of the aberrant groups we shall retain the English name 
of Kite^. They differ very little from the buzzards, 
excepting in one very remarkable particular — the ex- 
treme shortness of their tarsi, — a character, however, 
so obvious, that it renders the birds of this genus more 
easy of determination than almost any of the entire 
family. The type of this group, now first characterised, 
is the genus Cymindisj for the common European kite, 
Milvus ictinus (Savigny), does not, according to our 
views, strictly belong to the group, but merely forms a 
passage to it from the buzzards. This error, as we 
conceive, in overlooking the true distinction of one of 
the great divisions of this family, has, in all probability, 
resulted from examining prints and descriptions instead 


of actual specimens. 

(240.) We shall not, in this stage of our exposition, 
attempt to prove that the above divisions form a circular 
series, because this could not be done without anticipating 
those details which will be stated in their proper place. 
Nor is this altogether necessary. All ornithologists 
agree in placing the hawks next in rank to the owls. 
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and we have elsewhere * stated our reasons for consider, 
ing that the three aberrant groups, namely, the eagles, 
the kites, and the buzzards, form a distinct circle of 
their own. We may, therefore, consider the circular 
succession of these three, or five, divisions as substan- 
tiated by the following details, and we may at once 
proceed to the analogical verification of the group. Our 
first test will be to compare it with the tribes of the 
Insessores, or perchers, because its analogies will come 
more home to the student than if he had to trace them 
through the medium of the orders of birds. 


FAMILY FALCONIDiE. — The Falcons. 


Genus. 

FALca 

Accipiteiu 

Buteo. 

C\ MINDIiD. 


Aquila. 


CThc most perfectly organised intUeir7p 
I respective circles. j LONiRosnics. 

CThc most conspicuously toothed ; wings ) 
i roundetl. rather short. j uentirostrl:,. 

Wings very long ; hunt upon the wing. Fissirostres. 

rFeet remarkably short; wings long;^ 

4 the ujJiKjr mandible considerably pro. V Trnuirustres. 

C jecting. 3 


Size large ; body heavy ; feet very thick > 
and strong ; head frequently crested. 3 


Kasokes. 


So fully is the theory of variation exemplified by this 
tabular comparison, that the professed ornithologist re- 
quires no additional evidence that these analogies are 
founded in nature. A few observations, however, tend- 
ing to elucidate them to the student, may not be mis- 
placed. The noble falcons, like the conirostral birds, 
are well known as the most perfectly or highly organised 
of any part of their family ; and we should not be at 
all surprised to find, when their history becomes better 
known, that they arc, like the conirostres among birds, 
and the quadrumana among the quadrupeds, pre-emi. 
ncntly distinguished in their powers of grasping. In- 
deed, this fact may be safely assumed, since it has been 
well ascertained that the Peregrine and one or two other 
typical falcons, when darting into the middle of a flock 
of ducks or a covey of partridges, will strike down with 
its talons many other individuals besides that which it 

* Northern Zoology, vol. ii. pp. 9, 10. 

u 2 
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first pursued. Here, then, is that great superiority of 
grasping, though manifested in a different way, which 
we find in the typical perchers and the four-handed 
quadrupeds : for this perfection, which belongs to some 
of the most perfect falcons, must be, without doubt, 
a typical characteristic ; the more so, as there is no 
evidence to show that it is possessed by any birds of the 
other divisions of the family. This fact so materially 
strengthens the other evklences in favour of the genus 
I^^a/co being the representative of the conirostral birds, 
that we may consider the analogy as established : it 
consequently follows that the hawks represent the Den^ 
tiroatreSj because the succession of affinity in their own 
circles of these groups with those two wc have just 
compared have long ago been established. In other 
words, no one can doubt that the hawks do not follow 
the falcons, or that the Dentiroatres do not follow the 
Conirostrea, Yet it must be confessed, — if these facts 
w’ere not established, so little do we know of the habits 
and instincts of the greater proportion of the Fakmidev, 
— that this analogy would not, at first, appear so perfect 
as the last. It deserves attentioti, however, that, as the 
shrikes (wdiich stand at the head of the Dentirosirv.s^ 
have the largest tooth among the ///.ymom*, so is the 
tooth or festoon of the hawks 
o) much larger than 
that of the falcons {h), although 
not so formidable in its use. 
All the typical shrikes, that 
is, the lAiniadfB and the 
Thamnoyhdin(B, have rounded 
wings like the liaAvks; and the 
prevalent colours, both in Ac- 
cipiter and Lanim, are grey, 
transversely banded beneath 
with narrow lines: these lat- 
ter, in the Lanindfe, disappear- 
ing with age. The Dentiroatres is obviously the subtypi- 
cal group of the perchers; and the hawks are as obviously 
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the subtypical group of the Falconidoi. Their mutual 
analogy^ therefore, would be substantiated upon this 
ground only, setting aside the considerations we have 
just stated as corroborating their juxtaposition in the 
above table. W e have expressly stated, in our develop- 
ment of the theory of variation, that, in all natural 
groups, it is much more difficult to discover the analo- 
gies of the typical and subtypical divisions than those 
of the three aberrant ones : the simple reason for which 
is this, that where two or more circles are brought into 
comparison, the two typical divisions of each, from being 
the most dissimilar and widest apart, will, of course, be 
the most difficult to assimilate by characters or habits 
common to each. But let us now proceed to the aber- 
rant division, including the buzzards, the kites, and the 
eagles. These will verify the above opinion, for their 
analogies lie open to every well-informed ornithologist, 
although they have never yet been stated. The chief 
<listinction, then, of the buzzards (^Buteo) is their great 
extent of wing, which enables them to skim along just 
above the surface of the ground, in search of their food, 
instead of watching for its appearance, like other hawks, 
when resting. But, as the establishment of this fact is 
of the first importance to our present purpose, let us 
hear the account which Dr. Richardson has given of the 
American henharrier, a typical bird of this genus : — 
“ This bird takes its prey from the ground, hunts long 
and diligently for it on the wing, and quarters the di'i- 
trict regularly, so as to survey every spot, wheeling 
backwards and forwards in easy graceful circles, with 
little seeming effort or flapping of the wings. It is 
wary, but not timid ; avoiding the sportsman, but not 
easily driven away from its hunting grounds. It is a 
common species on the plains of the Saskatchewan, 
seldom less than five or six being in sight at a time, 
but each keeping to a particular beat until it has com- 
pletely examined it.” Wilson, again, observes of an- 
other species of this group, the Buteo lagopus, or rough- 
legged buzzard, that it has the habit of coursing over 
u 3 
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the meadows long after the sun has set ; and Dr. 
Richardson mentions that^ although it often sits for a 
long time on the houghs of a tree^ it is frequently seen 
skimming over swampy pieces of ground, and hunting 
for its prey by the subdued daylight, which illumines 
even the midnight hours in the high parallels of lati. 
tude. These two forms we consider as typical of the 
buzzards ; and so perfectly does the first, which belongs 
to the subgenus Circus, represent the Fisairostres, that 
Dr. Richardson's account of its manners is precisely 
applicable, as every one must perceive, to the common 
swallow. Fissirostral types either hunt for their prey 
upon the wing, like the swallow family, or watch for it 
from a fixed station, like the tyrant fiy-catchers and 
the ordinary buzzards ; while, to show that these op- 
posite modes of feeding are quite consistent with the 
same primary type, we find them actually united in the 
Buteo lagopus, which thus intervenes between Circus 
and the common buzzard, and represents at once both 
the typical and the aberrant Fissirostres : for all these, 
in fact, capture or seize their prey upon the wing, 
(241.) The relations of the two next groups, the 
kites and the Tenuirostres, from our comparative igno- 
rance of the habits of both groups, cannot be traced in 
their economy ; but this need not be much regretted, 
since they possess, in common, certain peculiarities of 
structure which are not to be found in any other birds 
of their respective circles. The humming-birds have 
wings fully as long as the swallows, joined to a peculiar 
elongation of the upper mandible, which they, or any 
other perching family of slender-billed birds, do not 
possess. Their feet, moreover, are the shortest of all 
the Inscssores ; so short, indeed, that the tarsus is fre- 
quently shorter than the hinder toe, while the middle 
toe scarcely exceeds the lateral ones. Now, upon look- 
ing to the true kites, comprehending the subgenera 
Cymindis, Nauclerus, and probably Elanus*^ we ob- 

* We have not an example of this genus before us, but the published 
figures give an idea that the tarsi arc remarkably short. 
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serve that they are distinguished from all the rest of 
their family by those very characters of the Trochilida 
which we have just enumerated. In Cymindis and 
Nauclerus the bill is small^ but the upper mandible is 
remarkably long in the curve it takes over the lower ; 
the wings equal those of the buzzards^ but the feet are 
formed upon a totally diderent model : the tarsus is 
not so long as the hind toe and its claw : the two lateral 
fore toes are of equal lengthy and the middle one is 
scarcely a quarter of an inch longer. Compare a foot^ 
thus constructed^ with that of an ordinary raptorial 
bird, and the difference will appear so very striking, 
that the analogy of the kites to the TrochilidiB will 
immediately be admitted. Two other groups now only 
remain for comparison, the eagles and the gallinaceous 
birds. What, it may be asked, are the chief distinc- 
tions of these two groups, when viewed in reference to 
those of their respective allies? They are obviously 
these : — great bulk of body ; comparative shortness of 
wings, accompanied by an incapacity for rapid flight, 
or swift evolutions ; very thick legs ; and ornamental 
crests upon the heads of many species. All these pecu- 
liarities more or less belong to the eagles, and they are 
some of the chief distinctions of the rasorial birds. It 
is only among the AquiUs, or their representatives, that 
we And any crested birds of prey, or any which partake 
of vegetables as a part of their ^et. The lofty flight, 
indeed, of some of the species has become proverbial; 
but it is equally notorious that they chiefly live upon 
animals which are seized upon the ground, their wings 
not being calculated for that celerity of flight and 
quickness of evolution which enable so many other ra- 
pacious birds to pursue and capture their prey while it is 
flying. Hence the greater part of the eagles feed upon 
quadrupeds, which they can easily overtake, and which 
their great superiority of strength enables them to con- 
quer. To expatiate farther upon this subject will now 
be needless. We may consider the group as now proved 
u 4 
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to be natural ; and it therefore follows^ as a legitimate 
deduction^ that as the insessorial order is circular^ so 
also is the raptorial. 

(24-2.) In regard to the external affinities of the 
family, little need be said, since its situation between 
the vultures and the owls has l)een universally admitted 
since the days of Linnaeus. The bearded vulture of 
the Alps, as already remarked (2.35.), is an eagle in its 
habits, food, and many parts of its structure : while 
several of the Aquiloe evince their affinity to the VaU 
tiLYidce by their partially naked heads, and by feeding 
occasionally upon carrion. Some of the buzzards, on 
the other side of the falconine circle, show the strongest 
possible affinity to the owls, by their large ears, often 
surrounded, as in Circus, by a ruff of stiff feathers — 
their hunting, like the rough-legged buzzards, by 
twilight — and by the soft lax plumage, seen more par. 
ticularly in the last-mentioned species. These external 
affinities, indeed, have been so long known to naturalists, 
that they would not have been here repeated, did not 
their admission confirm the analogical demonstration 
we have just given of the family ; for if this is correct, 
if follows, that, as the primary divisions of the Falconiflce 
represent the primary divisions of the perchers, they 
consequently represent those of all the circular groups 
in the class of Aves. 

(243.) Upon entering more into the details of the five 
leading generic groups, we shall experience more dif- 
ficulty, from the causes we have already mentioned, than 
with almost any other group in the whole circle of 
ornithology. We have, for several years, assiduously 
collected, where procurable, all such specimens as were 
adapted, from their size, to a private museum, and have 
taken an extensive series of notes regarding such as 
were only to be seen in other collections; but these 
materials are still insufficient to allow of that complete 
exposition of all the newly proposed genera which it 
would have been so desirable in this place to furnish. 
Several of these, indeed, we know only from figures or 
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descriptions in books ; and others^ from not being in 
our own possession^ cannot be re-examined, or laid 
upon our study table, while this inquiry is going on. 
We have found, in short, that notes taken in public 
museums, rarely, if ever, completely answer the ultimate 
purpose for which they are intended. Something of 
importance, not known to be such at the time, is gene- 
rally overlooked ; while other details, then thought of 
importance, sometimes turn out of very secondary con- 
sequence. Several reasons induce us to make these 
observations on the present occasion. In the first place, 
the reader will be informed what facts repose upon per- 
sonal observation, and what are taken upon trust. He 
will further see the importance of collecting, as far as 
possible, under his own eye, the subjects upon which he 
intends to write; and he will learn to appreciate the 
value of those very few descriptive works which mi- 
nutely describe the structure of every species, and all 
its deviations from its acknowledged type. 

(244.) Commencing with the genus Falco, as the 
most typical of the whole family, we observe in them 
the highest development of that structure which is best 
adapted for rapine. Their wings, although not so long 
as in some of the kites and buzzards, are yet more 
pointed, the second and third quill being the longest ; 
and although the character is applicable only to the 
typical species, it never is so far lost but that the stu- 
dent can at once discriminate a falcon from a hawk. 
The most prevalent distinction, however, of the group 
lies in the bill, which is always short, and the tooth 
near the tip invariably angulated. The subgenus 
Falco, to which we are now more especially alluding, 
has only a single tooth in the upper mandible, behind 
which there is an incipient festoon or sinuated pro- 
jection, analogous to that which is so much more de- 
veloped in the next generic group (^^,95.6). These 
birds present among themselves some very slight vari- 
ations, not, however, of any material consequence. In 
some, as in the small rufous-backed species, allied to 
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Falw &parveriu8y the inner toe, with its claw, is scarcely 
shorter than the outer ; while in others, from the very 
same quarter of the globe, the disproportion is much more 
striking ; some of the large species, again, as the Falco 
. peregrinus ? of New Holland, have the tarsi proportion- 
ably much shorter ; while in the Falco unicolor of Se- 
negal, the two lateral toes, when measured with their 
claws, are of precisely the same length : we cannot, how- 
ever, view this latter bird in any other light than as an 
aberrant species; for although its different locality might 
suggest the propriety of detaching it as the type of a geo- 
graphic group, yet this idea must be altogether aban- 
doned upon hnding that i\\e Falco gracileif{^yf.)oi Brazil, 
(hitherto considered the same as sparverius), actually 
possesses the same character, although the toes, divested 
of their claws, arc slightly unequal. We have been 
much surprised, in fact, in discovering the great diver- 
sity in the proportionate length of the lateral toes in 
the typical falcons, — a variation which we do not re- 
memW to have met with in any other subgenus of 
ornithology, and which, therefore, requires particular 
attention. The general character of the majority of the 
species, as before remarked, is that of having the inner 
toe decidedly shorter than the outer, although with a much 
larger claw : of this the well-known sparverius, a bird 
in almost every collection, is a good example. But this 
deficiency in the length of the inner toe is often made 
up by its claw ; which thus brings it equal to the other, 
if both are measured in their full length : such is the 
case in Falco unicolor, and in some of the supposed 
varieties of sparverius. In others, however, from 
tropical America, the outer toe of the claw is by far the 
longest : while, in an undescribed kestrel from Western 
Africa, this proportion is actually reversed, — the two 
lateral toes only are perfectly equal ; but as the claw of 
the inner one is much longer than that of the outer, it 
gives to this claw the appearance of being longer than 
the other. The same structure we observe in a kestrel- 
like species from Java, which is probably the F. tin^ 
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nuncuius of Dr. Horsfield. For the present^ however, 
we shall consider all these variations from the typical 
structure as sectional groups ; the more so, because 
deviations, equally marked, exist among the Thamno- 
phelinte, or bush shrikes, another group of predatory 
birds, although belonging to the Dentirostres, Now, as 
these modifications occur in clcsely connected species, 
and of the same countries, it is quite clear that they do 
not characterise either natural or geographic groups; in 
other words, that they are aberrant species, and not sub- 
generic. 

(24.5.) The next principal type of Falco appears 
to be that of Bidcns of Spix (which we discovered in 
Brazil previous to that traveller), but which name has 
been properly changed for Harpagm. In this the 
wings arc less pointed than in Falco, but not so rounded 
as in the hawks ; the bill has a peculiar thickness, and 
instead of one very strong tooth in the upper mandible, 
there are two smaller ones ; the structure of the feet 
accords with that of the generality of true falcons, but 
the scutellation of the tarsi are very different : instead 
of numerous small scales, disposed in a reticulated or 
net-like manner, those in front of the tarsus are large, 
broad, and transverse. The passage between Harpagus 
and Falco is marked by a well known and beautiful 
little bird, the Falco cterulcHcens of Linnaeus, which we 
class as an aberrant Harpagus, with which it agrees in 
having a doubly toothed bill, united with the more 
pointed wings of the subgenus Falco, This species, not 
now before us, does not appear to be otlierwise different 
from Harpagus; for, by the description we quote from *, 
the tarsi appear to be similar to those of the typical 
species, all of which inhabit Brazil. The third sub- 
genus is represented by a most beautiful crested falcon 
from India, the Falco lophotes\, of which only one 
specimen, now in the Paris Museum, is known. Like 
the latter, the bill of this also is bidentate; but the feet 

• Zoological Journal, voL i. p. 328. 

t Teinminck, Planches Color^es, pi 10. 
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are described as particularly short, and the nails small 
and but slightly curved : these characters, joined with 
its elegant pendent crest, places it at once as an aberrant 
type in this group ; while the latter characteristic leads 
us strongly to suspect it is the representative of the 
crested eagles and the gallinaceous birds. Wc saw 
this remarkable bird when in Paris ; but, from the case 
which contained it not being made to open at pleasure, 
we were disappointed in giving it a critical examination. 
The same obstacle was probably experienced by M. 
Temminck, which may account for the imperfection of 
his description : the bir<l, however, is of too remarkable 
a type to be confounded with any other, except, perhaps, 
with one we have received from ^Pestern Africa, and 
to which we have given the name of Aviceda, This 
subgenus, for as such we consider it, appears to follow 
that of Lophotes : both have the bills bidentate ; both 
have remarkably long wings, and short tarsi : but the 
bill of Aviceda is much more powerful, while the feet 
are stout, and the claws strong and well curved. In the 
structure of its feet it differs from all the falcons we 
have yet examined. The tarsus is not longer than the 
hind toe and claw, and, from being feathered for more 
than half its length, it appears even shorter : the sole 
of the foot is remarkably broad, and is entirely destitute 
of those prominent callous pads which belong to Falco, 
Uarpagusy and most of the hawks. Unlike all these 
genera, the inner toe is decidedly longer than the outer ; 
so that the bird, in fact, may be said to have the feet 
and wings of Cyminidis, with the bill of Harpagus and 
Lophotes: it is a falcon in the disguise of a kite, — as 
such, at least, we view it; and, by placing it next 
Ijophotes, its station in the circle actually confirms this 
analogy. The fifth type alone remains undetermined ; 
for we have not, as yet, met with any bird whose struc- 
ture appears sufficiently marked to make us feel any 
degree of confidence in its holding this station. Judging 
by theory, and presuming that Lophotes is the rasorial 
type, this, which we now require, would be the fissi- 
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rostral, and lead immediately to Buteo, It should, 
therefore, possess some of the characters of the buzzards 
proper, joined with others that would unite it to Falco, 
This type may he thought hy some to he the Iceland 
falcon, made into a subgenus by M. Cuvier ; but we 
have not a specimen of this rare bird now before us, 
and we can add nothing to what we have already said 
on this subject.* Jlut there is another singular form in 
the Gampsonyx Swam&onii (Vig.) t, discovered during 
our researches in Brazil, which exhibits the union of 
characters above mentioned, and which may therefore 
very properly be placed within the circle of Falco, 
The identical specimen, from which the description we 
have quoted was taken, is now upon our table. Its 
bill is rather small, and is formed very much like that 
of the common buzzard ; for the upper mandible is 
entirely destitute of the lobed tooth, common to all the 
sparrowhawks, with which it has been so confidently 
associated J : to compensate, apparently for the want of 
this tooth, the tip of the mandible is prolonged into an 
unusually long and sharp hook. The wings, instead of 
being short,” are nearly as long as those of Falco 
sparverius^, and are completely typical of a true 
falcon : the feet, although rather short, are very strong 
and robust for the size of the biril ; they have the 
breadth and scutellation of Aviceda^ with the same pro- 
portioned toes as the generality of falcons, that is, both 
the outer toe and its claw are longer than the inner. 
The whole asjiect of the bird, notwithstanding its small 
size, gives it the appearance of a most bold and mus- 
cular little creature. It deserves to be added, also, that 

• Northern Zoology, vol. ii. p. 30. 

■f Zoological Journal, vol. ii. p. 05. 

j “ Thisliird tWcicledly heloiigs to the accipitrinc sub-family of the /'(7/co- 
Ttkla; i but it is placed at that remote extremity of it, where the species, 
gradually approaching the falcons, prtially assume some ol their leading 
characters. It ixt^sesses the bill of the hawks, and also the shortness of 
wing which so strongly characterises them.*' — Zoological Journalt voLii. 

p. 68. 

^ The wing of a specimen of Falco sparverius, now before us, measures 
six inches nine-tenths j that of Gampsonyx six inches three-tenths : so that, 
considering the relative size of the two birds, the proj[)ortionate length of 
their wings is perfectly equal. 
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some of the buzzards have tlie smallest heads among the 
Falconidiej and that this peculiarity is very remarkable 
in Gnrnjmnyx, Upon the wholc^ therefore, we are dis- 
posed, for the ])re$ent, to place this singular bird as 
representing the fifth subgenus of Falco; since it seems 
to unite some of the characters of Butco with those of the 
typical falcons, and has a singular relation to Avicedn by 
its broad foot and robust tarsus, half feathered from 
tile knee. Our doubts, indeed, upon this point, are 
more drawn from theoretic considerations, than from 
any thing in Ganipsonyx which decidedly militates 
against its being the tissirostral type. We should have 
looked for a larger bird, with longer wings and some 
indication of the falcon’s tooth, as in Ictbiea ; but not 
one of these are characters absolutely essential, and the 
objections may be entirely removed by the discovery of 
a larger species of Gampsony.r, or of one which, as in 
the instance of the aberrant Harpagus caeruleseem^ 
possessed more of the falcon characters than the solitary 
species we as yet know. 

(246.) ('oncentrating the essence of the preceding 
remarks, we shall find that the circle of the subgenera 
of Falco, when compared with that of the entire family, 
will represent them in the following manner : — 


Subgenera of 

(icnpr:» of the 

Falco. 

I. Typic.il group. 

Falcoiiidic. 

Falco. 

C Preeminently typical ; bill acutely toothed ; ] 

■ Falco. 

X wings pointed, rather long. j 


2. Sub-typical group. 


Harpagus. 

r Wings shorter, rounded ; tarsi with entire \ 
X transverse scales. 3 

Accipitlk. 


3. Aberrant group. 


Lophotes. 

Feet short ; head crested. 

A<ji;iLA. 

Aviceda. 

C Feet small, very short ; soles broad and flat- 7 
X tciied ; outer toe and claw shortest. 3 

Cymindis. 

Gamjmnyx. 

CBill neither notched or festooned; head 7 
7 small; feet strong. 3 

Bctko. 


By throwing each of these columns into their respective 
circles, and then bringing them into juxtaposition, the 
same results will follow. 
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(217.) The genus Accipiter cQmprehends the hawks^ 
of which our common sparrowhawk . 06 ’.) offers 
a familiar type. In this^ and in 
a considerable numlier of other 
species^ from different parts of 
the world, the festoon or rounded 
tooth is placed, not near the tip, 
but in the middle of the cutting 
margin of the bill ; so that not 
only its form, but its situation, is 
essentially different from that of 
the last genus. The wings are 
not only short, but rounded ; they 
seldom reach beyond the middle of 
the tail ; the first quill is very short, 
and although the second and third are progressively 
longer, the full length is only attained by the fifth. The 
feet, like those of the falcons, are long and slender : the 
tarsi are so smootli as to appear covered with only one 
scale : the relative proportion of the lateral toes is also 
more uniform ; the external one is considerably longer 
than that which is internal, and it has the smallest 
claw ; whereas the claws of the internal and hinder toes 
are remarkably large, and nearly of the same size : the 
callous pads on the soles are very prominent ; and the 
tail is either rounded or even.. Such are the prominent 
distinctions of the gentis before us ; but as it contains, 
like that of Falco^ many subordinate types, the student 
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must not suppose that a hirtl wherein two, or perhaps 
only one, of these marks can be traced, is therefore 
not an Accipiter, On the contrary, he must expect to 
tind birds which blend the characters of the two groups 
so equally, that he will he compelled to consult the sub- 
genera before he can determine the name of his speci- 
men : nay, it frequently happens that an aberrant form 
will retain but one of those distinctions of the group 
with which it is naturally associated. This, in fact, we 
have seen in Gampsoinf.v Swaimonn, and it is equally 
apparent in the subgenus, which appears to rej)rescnt 
that bird in the circle of Accipiter, named by M. Vieillot 
Tctinea, The best known species, Icthmi plnmhm*, 
from its very long wings and short even tail, is obvi- 
ously a fissirostral type ; but whether it l)elongs to this 
genus, or naturally fills the station have for the pre- 
sent given to Gampaonif.v, must be left for future deter- 
mination. Such questions, indeed, — where those types 
which have been personally examined are few and far be- 
tween — should always be left open for future discovery. 
The bird of which we are now speaking is unquestion- 
ably an aberrant form, either actually entering the circle 
of Falco, or the means by which that circle is united on 
one side to Accipiter, or on the other to Buteo, It is a 


buzzard in its wings, an Aftiar in its feet, and as much of 
a hawk as of a falcon in its bill. {fifj. 97.) This latter 



character, in short, decides its 
intimate connection to Fnlco : 
the half festooned tooth and 
its feet lead us to consider 
it as an aberrant Accipiter, 
while, in its very long wings, 
it may be said to have an af- 
finity to Lophotiis, On these 


considerations we place Ictmea, provisionally, as the 


first subgenus of Acciptffr, as a medium of connectinf^ 


Lophotes with the accipitrine falcons. On the typical 


subgenus Accipiter, whose characteristics have been 


• FcUco plumbcu$ Lath. Milous Cenchfus Vioil. 



BIRDS OF PREY. 60SI1A\FKS. 


305 


already enumerated^ little more requires to be stated ; 
it is clearly analogous to that of Fnlco, and the birds 
belonging to it are as readily distinguished from the 
subgenus Aster by their long, smooth, and very slender 



legs. This latter is composed of the goshawks, of which 
only one species, the FaU‘.o pnlumbnrms 9^*)’ ^ 

native of Europe, although several others are found 
both in the New and the Old World. The European 
goshawk, from its size and strength, might be very 
easily mistaken, by an ordinary observer, for an eagle ; 
and the same may be said of the white goshawk of 
Australia. The form of these birds, in comparison 
with the sparrowhawks, is thick and somewhat heavy ; 
and, although there is little or no difference between 
their bills, except in size, the slender and delicate tarsi 
of AccipUer offers a remarkable contrast to the thick, 
powerful, and eagle-like structure which belongs to the 
feet of the goshawks. The scales of the tarsi, in both, 
are smooth ; but their divisions in AccipUer can scarcely 
be perceived, while in Aster the front and back of the 
leg are protected by many broad but short plates, dis- 
posed transversely ; and in the two species above named 
the greater part of the upper half of the tarsi is clothed 
in front with feathers. Several modifications of this 
form, like that oF Aster momgrammicus* , &c., have come 
before us ; but they do not appear sufficiently marked 
to favour the idea of viewing them as distinct types. 

• Birds of Western Africa, plate 1. 



306 ON TllK CLASSIFICATION OF HIIIOS. 

The genus D(ednUon has been placed with the hawks 
by M. Cuvier ; but, as we have not met with either of 
the two species of which it is said to be composed, wo 
do not admit it in the circle. Far better evidence, 
however, exists for considering the HaiicHus pondiceri- 
nnusoi India as one of the leading types of this 

group, since it unites some 
of the characters of Arcipiter 
and Aqnila; and as we have 
now traced this generic circle 
to wliere, from theory, it 
should touch that of the 
eagles, this is the very form 
w'hich will enable us to pass 
from one to the otlier without any abrupt transi- 
tion. Upon what ground this bird, even by the pro- 
moters of new falconine genera, has been placed in the 
same group wdth the osprey, does not appear, seeing 
tliat its affinity to Aster is much more apj)arent than to 
Pandion. Anxious, how'ever, to avoid, where it is pos- 
sible, the creation of more names in this already over- 
burthened family than is necessary, we shall retain that 
of Hal} ad us to the bird in question, and to such as re- 
semble it, leaving the ospreys or fishing eagles alone in 
the genus Pandion. The feet of Ilalketus pondleerU 
anus very much resemble those of an Aster, but they 
are proportionably rather smaller in their details, al- 
though quite the same in general structure : both the 
anterior and the posterior scales are smooth ; but the first 
are broader, and the latter appear to be composed of a 
single piece. We suspect this bird, although nothing 
is known of its manners, to be a fisher ; for the soles 
of its feet are particularly rough, like those of tlu' 
osprey, or at least are formed upon the same principle ; 
all the nails, however, are grooved underneath, and the 
wings arc so long that they reach to the end of the* 
tail. Notwithstanding these latter differences, the bird 
before us may possibly be an aberrant species of Pan. 
dion; but, for the present, we cannot but consider it 
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as a distinct type. The above foui subgcnera are all 
that we can admit into the accipitrine circle ; and it 
consequently follows that there still remains another to 
be determined by future observation or discovery : this, 
according to our theory^ will be the tenuirostral type, 
which in the present instance must alike represent 
Aviceda and Cymindis ; in other words, it must be a kite 
among the hawks. Several of the birds arranged among 
the smaller eagles and the larger buzzards will probably 
be found, upon actual examination, more naturally allied 
to the aberrant hawks, especially such as Buteo 
pterocles, &c. 

(248.) The genus Aquila is the first of those com- 
posing the aberrant division of the family wherein the 
upper mandible of the bill shows little or no indication 
either of the acute tooth of the falcons, or the promi- 
nent but rounded lobe of the hawks. We have a 
perfect example of this shaped bill in the white-headed 
hawk, forming the type of the restricted subgenus 
and the bill of the osprey is nearly the same ; 
but as we approach the more typical eagles, the length 
of the bill is greater, the size of the body is aug- 
mented, and all indications of the accipitrine structure 
are lost. These circumstances deserve attention, because 
they afford a strong ground for considering the true 
fishing eagles {Fandion) as a prominent, although an 
aberrant, type in the aquiline circle ; a station which 
still further confirmis that which we have given to Ila- 
licpius. The typical eagles appear to arrange them- 
selves, as M. Cuvier has intimated, under two leading 
groups or subgenera, chiefly distinguished by tlie struc- 
ture of their wings. To those whose wings, like the 
golden eagle, arc more or less lengthened, wc restrict 
the subgenus Aquila, more for the sake of not creating 
a change of nomenclature among the best known species, 
than from any belief that they are the pre-eminent 
types of the aquiline group. The legs of these birds 
are all more or less plumed ; and in one species, the 
wedge-tailed eagle of New Holland {A. fucom, Cuv., 

X 2 



308 


ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF BIRDS. 


fig, 100.), the feathers closely and completely cover the 
entire length of the tarsus. The other group of typical 
eagles we arrange under 
Cuviers genus Ilnrpyia, 
including in it not only the 
Harpgia destructor as the 
typCj but all those arranged 
under his genus Morphn us. 
Of the two remaining ge- 
nera placed by M. Cuvier 
in the aquiline group, Cg- 
mindisy as we shall pre- 
sently show, has no connec- 
tion with it, even if its 
organisation alone is to be 
considered ; while, if the 
Asturma of M. Vieillot, which we have not personally 
examined, is really an eagle, it must be a very aberrant 
one, possibly representing Cymindis and Aviceda. 

(249.) Following Harpyia, we place the subgenus 
Ihyctcr of Vieillot, of which the Daptrius ater of the 
same author, in our opinion, is but an aberrant species. 
The form and general appearance of Ibyctvr is alto- 
gether so peculiar that the genus cannot be mistaken. 
It is remarkable for three characters : 1. The very slight 
curvature of its bill {fig. 101.), which more resembles 
lyi ^ that of a gallinace- 




ous bird than of an 
eagle ; 2. The naktKl- 
ness of the face, chin, 
and part of the throat ; 
and, Sdly, the un- 
common breadth of 
its large fan- shaped 


tail. The feet are only of moderate length ; and there is 
no great strength in the toes and claws, at least in com- 
parison with what we see in the more typical eagles. M. 
Vieillot, in fact, classes this bird provisonally with the 
vultures, merely because it presents ‘‘ some analogy ** 
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(fpialque annloyie) with those birds on account of the 
Tiakedness of its face and throat ; thus investing analogy 
with the same meaning as affinity. Its whole struc- 
ture, indeed, shows that it has very few of the raptorial 
characters ; and we accordingly find, by the relation of 
travellers, that it feeds as much upon fruits and seeds, 
as upon insects and small reptiles. 

(250.) The types we have now retained in the Aqui- 
line circle are four ; viz. Pandion^ Harpyia, Aquila, and 
Ihycter. Of these we consider the first to represent 
the aquatic, or fissirostral, type ; the second and third 
arc the typical and sub-typical ; while every ornitholo- 
gist must perceive in the relation we have just given of 
IhyctcTy that it is the representative of the gallinaceous 
order, — in other words, the rasorial type ; while Astu~ 
rina^ as before hinted, may possibly occupy the tenui- 
rostral station. 

(251.) We enter the genus Cymindis, or the mil- 
vine division, by means of Polyhorus, a South Ame- 
rican group, so closely allied to Ibyctcr that, until we 
had personally examined and studied both, we were 
led to believe they were only modifications of the 
same subgenus.* There is a remarkable part of the 
structure in Ihycter, which neither M. Vieillot, who 
first proposed the genus, nor those who have followed 
him, have taken any notice of. In all the preceding 
types of this family we have examined, the hinder 
toe (with its claw) is equal in length to that which is 
the interior, or the difference is so very slight as scarcely 
to deserve mention ; but in Ihycter this structure is 
not seen : the hallux, or hind 
toe ( /^.102. a), is consider, 
ably shorter than the other 
(6) — a further proof of 
this genus being the rasorial 
type of the aquiline circle ; 
for every ornithologist knows that this disproportion is 
eminently conspicuous throughout the whole of the gal- 
• Zoological Illustrations, ii. pi. i. 

X 3 
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liliaceous genera. Now this structure is carried on 
also to PolyhoruSy and, amid the great diversity of the 
species, in point of size and general appearance, sdthough 
not of structure, it becomes one of its most characteristic 
marks. Polyborus is further distinguished from Ihyctcr 
by the curvature of the upper mandible being much 
the same as in the aberrant rapacious birds, by a much 
greater length of wing, and by the smallness of the 
external when compared with the internal claw : in 
other respects there is such a marked affinity between 
the two, that no link of the chain is wanting : the largest 
species is Polyborus vulgaris^ which is equal in size to 
the goshawk. P. ochroeephalus {Jig,l03.) is considerably 

smaller ; and an appa. 
rently undescribed spe- 
cies from Cayenne, now 
before us, is scarcely 
larger than the kes- 
trel. Hitherto no spe- 
cies of this group have 
been found beyond the 
warm latitudes of 
America; and probably 
several others arc confounded among the buzzards and 
eagles. The typical species was long known to the 
older ornithologists by the name of Brazilian kite — an 
association which was founded in some truth ; for it is 
by this group and Ibycter that the kites, generally so 
called, are united to the eagles. The type, however, of 
the milvine circle, in our opinion, is the genus Cymindis 
of Cuvier, a group of birds entirely restricted to tropical 
America, and of which four species are already known. 
A very erroneous character has been assigned to C?y- 
mindis, which is neither possessed by this genus or by 
any other in the raptorial circle with which we are ac- 
quainted: the tom” have been termed semipalm ated *, 
a misprint, probably, for toes ; but in either case the 

* Cymiiidis — Tarsi breves scmipalmati. — Zoo/ogveo/ Journal^ vol. i. 
p. 
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assertion is not correct. Of course there is no such 
thing as a semipalmated tarsus ; ” but the toes of 
Cyrnindis, so far from possessing this character^ are 
even destitute of that slight connecting membrane at 
die base of the outer toe which exists in the typic^al 
falcons, and in so many other rapacious genera. The 
true characters of the group are to be found in its 
excessively hooked bill, long wings, rounded tail, and 
very short feet, the structure of which, although more 
like to Polyhorus, is yet so peculiar as at once to distin- 


guish Cyrnindis, as a genus, from all others of the 
family. In C, nuculo'/des Sw. (Jiy. 104.) the tarsus is 


I'.i. 



only a very little longer 
than the hind toe*, which 
is almost ecpial to the 
outer toe in total length ; 
the inner toe is slightly 
longer than the hinder, 
and the two lateral toes, 
excluding their claws, 
are of the same length ; 


the middle toe is shorter than in any falconine bird we 


have yet seen ; while all the claws, except the external 


one, which is small, appear of the same size and breadth 


when viewed on their inner side. Prolix as these de- 


tails may be, they are rendered necessary, since no writer 
has noticed them ; and it is highly important to show' 
diat the genus before us has a construction of foot totally 
unlike any other in the entire circle of the Fnlcouida'. 
The scmiplumed tarsus of the species just mentioned 
makes its legs appear still shorter; and this circum- 
stance, with its grey and white barred plumage, gives 
it so much the appearance of a large cuckoo, or of a 
aetdepyrisy that even a professed ornithologist, upon tlie 
first glance, might easily mistake it for one of those 
birds if its bill was concealed. Whatever uncertainty 


* To avoid repetition, the ornithologist will understand that when the 
length of any particular toe is mentiuned, its claw is included } but that 
when the toe is mentioned, it will tie so expressed. 
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hangs, therefore, over other divisions of this family, 
we feel fully persuaded that Cymindis is the tenuirostral 
genus of the Falconidce^ a further confirmation of 
which, by the way, will be found in its closed nostrils, 
opening only by an oblique slit — a universal character 
among all the humming birds, no less than in the order 
of Waders. The affinity of Cyrnindh to Volyhoru^ 
may be traced in the thickened bill, long wings, and 
short hind toe ; and we shall now proceed to establish 
its connection with Nauchrus, a form justly separated 
hy Mr. Vigors* from the other kites, and represented by 
that beautiful and graceful bird, the swallow or fork- 
tailed kite of America (^fig. 105.) In this type many 



of the characters of Cymindis are retained ; but they are 
combined with others very dissimilar. 3'he bill {fig.\ 06 ,) 

is equally hooked ; but 
it is smaller, and there 
is a small half-angulated 
festoon in the middle of 
the upper mandible: the 
feet, and the proportion- 
ate length of the toes and 
of their claws, are all 
the same ; but the legs 
are even still shorter, so that the hinder toe, when 
measured from its base, is exactly the length of the 
tarsus: its exclusive characters, therefore, are almost 
* Zoological Journal, il p. 386. 28. 
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confined to the wings and tail : the former are of most 
unusual extent, having the third quill the longest, the 
first and second being lobed, or emarginated, on their 
inner margin in precisely the same manner as those of 
the typical falcons ; while in Cymindis, and all the other 
genera excluded from the typical group, this lobe is 
situated at the base, instead of towards the point of the 
(juills . the great powers of flight manifested by this 
structure are further increased by a very long and 
deeply forked tail. All these peculiarities, while they 
establish the affinity of Naucierus to Cymindis, clearly 
point out the bird to be the fissirostral type of tlie 
mil vine circle, and places it in immediate junction 
with the common fork-tailed kite of Europe. The 
genus EhinuiSy which clearly belongs to this generic 
group, is oidy known to us from description and a hasty 
inspection ; we cannot, therefore, offer any opinion worth 
depending upon regarding its precise station : it proba- 
bly, however, intervenes between the subgenera Cymin^ 
din and Naudenis ; while the very short toes of 
Vieillot’s genus Ciremtus makes it not improbable that 
it is the grallatorial type. If our suspicions regarding 
the two last-named forms are correct, the subgenera 
Polyborufty Cymindis, Elanus, Naucierus, and Circeetus 
will then describe the milvine circle, and will fully 
exemplify the theory of representation ; the analogies, 
indeed, of the first, second, and fourth are placed be- 
yond doubt ; so that, whatever modifications in the 
circle a more intimate knowledge of the group may 
occasion, we look upon these three as certain landmarks, 
by which the location of all other forms of the milvine 
group will be regulated. 

(252.) We have now arrived at the Buzzards, the 
last division of the falconine family, and that which, by 
the series we have chosen, brings us back again to the 
genuine or typical falcons. If the vernacular name of 
this group was taken from those birds which in our 
opinion are typical of it, we might denominate them 
the Harriers, inasmuch as it is Circus, and not Buteo, 
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^hich exhibits all those distinctions by which nature 
has marked this group as the fissirostral type of the 
whole family. We shall not, however, alter a designa. 
tion so well known as that of Buzzard, particularly as 
it does not affect the scientific nomenclature, and as the 
henharriers are sometimes called also by that general 
appellation common to the whole division. Of all the lead- 
ing divisions we have now gone through, this is one of the 
most strongly marked in its typical characters, and the 
least understood in its aberrant forms. The genus 
Circtis is unquestionably the pre-eminent type of the 
whole, while the liuteo Ingopus appears to stand next 
in rank. To these, therefore, we shall first direct our 
attention. The peculiar habits of the henharriers form- 
ing the subgenus Circus^ have been already sufficiently 
noticed, and we shall now see that their structure is no 
less peculiar. Independent of their slender body and 
very long members, under which we include both wings, 
feet, and tail, they may lie readily known to an ordinary 
observer by their large ears, partially surrounded by a 
ruff of short and rather stiff feathers, which form a semi- 
circle round the outer portion of the head on each side, 
and which meet under the chin. The bill is compar- 
atively small, unusually elevated at the base (jig, 107.), 
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buzzards not only represent those nocturnal birds^ but 
actually unite them with the true falcons. In con- 
formity with these double affinities we find that the tip 
of the bill of the harriers is lengthened and very acute^ 
while the festoon of the upper mandible is either en- 
tirely wanting, or is so faintly indicated that it can 
hardly be perceived. The legs of these birds are remark- 
ably long, and more resemble those of the sparrow- 
hawks than of any other group ; but they have that 
remarkable character, so prevalent among the aberrant 
FalemUUe, of a very short hind toe, of which the claw 
occupies one half of the total length. The hind toe, 
consequently, is not slightly, but very conspicuously, 
shorter than either of the two lateral ones. Such is, like- 
wise, the casein the rough-legged buzzard 

108.), which agrees with Ciraus in its short feeble 
bill, in its slender body, long 
wings, and lengthened tail, but 
difiers in being without the se- 
micircular ruff round the ear, 
and in having the legs feathered 
down to the toes. Such arc the 
most prominent characters whicli 
we view as typical of the genus 
before us. The common buz- 
zard, usually taken as the type 
of this division, has some of the 
leading peculiarities of B, lago-- 
pus, joined with others of a 
more ambiguous character. Its 
feet, for instance, although somewhat short, are remark- 
ably robust, and but for the shortness of the hind toe, 
might be taken for those of an Aster. The wings, 
however, are very long, and the tarsi, although not 
booted, are feathered nearly half way ; so that, in the 
present state of our acquaintance with this group, we 
may leave this and one or two similarly formed species 
in the same subgenus as Buteo lagopus. In regard, 
* Northern Zoology, ii. pi. 28. 
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however, to several of the birds that have been placed 
in this particular group, we apprehend very few really 
belong to it. We have seen the errors that have re- 
sulted from classing these birds from mere descriptions 
and figures, and even from describing them before their 
distinguishing characters have been rightly understood ; 
and we shall not, therefore, give a fictitious degree of 
jierfection to our arrangement of this family by attempt- 
ing to refer such little-known species to those groups 
to which, as we conjecture, they more naturally belong. 
There is one, however, the Buteo horeaUHf whose affinity 
to the subgenus A^ter has already been intimated *, and 
which we now venture to remove from the buzzards. 
'I'hcre is, it is true, a very strong general similarity 
between this bird and the Buteo vulgaris (fig. lOy.); 



but the bill of borealis (fig. 110. li) ishigher, more abruptly 
curved, and altogether partakes of the general structure 
of the accipitrine circle, while the well defined lobe in the 
middle of the upper mandible brings it, in our opinion, 
close to the Aster palumbarius. If such a bird, in short, 
is admitted into the genus Buteo, we really are totally at 
a loss in what manner to define either that group or 
Aster. B. borealis, moreover, like the majority of tlw 
asturine group, has the hinder toe and claw of nearly 
equal length with the inner; whereas the most universal 
character of the buzzards is to have the hinder toe de. 
cidedly the shortest- That most beautiful species, the 
* Northern Zoology, it 9. 
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Butcopterocks of Temminck* ( fig, 1 10. «), has so much 
the character of an eagle in its lengthened and entire bill, 
that it probably forms the most aberrant type of either 
110 Aquila or Buteo. Wo 

have drawings and 
notes made from spe- 
cimens sent from 
Mexico, but they 
are not sufficient to 
determine this, al- 
though a glance at 
the contour of the 
bill will strengthen 
our suspicions on the 
accuracy of its pre- 
sent location. The 
same uncertainty 
prevents us from 
offering any original 
remarks upon the honey-buzzards, made into the sub- 
genus Fernis by jM. Cuvier, and of which one of the 

two described species 
is found in Europe. 
Although the proba- 
ble course of the bu- 
teonine circle cannot 
be traced, we place 
the common kite 
{fig, 1 1 1.) as the fis- 
sirostral type, for the 
following reasons : — It is clearly and confessedly allied 
to Nauclerufi by its short feet, long wings, and forked 
tail ; and as the equally close affinity of NauvAarus to 
Elanus has been justly insisted upon, the legitimate 
inference follows that Nauckrus stands at the confines 

* It is impossible to justify this epithet upon .looking to the figures in. 
tended for this specie.s given in the Pianches Colorees, where it seems tliiuk, 
heavy, and short-tailed, instead.of slender, elegant, and long. tailed.^ 
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of the milvine circle, equally connected on one side to 
Milvuft, and on the other to Elanus. 

(2.53.) Collecting all we have now said upon the 
Falconid^ into a narrow compass, we have inserted, 
in the following diagram, the supposed situation of all 
tlie subgenera, whose characters have been more par- 
ticularly dwelt upon in the foregoing pages. 

FAL(X)NID/E. — 2%r Falcons, 



(254.) It is somewhat remarkable that of all the five 
types which are in every complete circle, that which re- 
presents the Tauuirostres should be the most defective, 
or rather the least known, in the family before us. It 
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will be remembered that the distinguishing character of 
this type, in the Falconidfc, is an extreme shortness of 
foot ; and the discovery of Aviceduj in all other respects 
a perfect falcon, and its most remarkable similarity in 
other respects to Cymindis, has led us to believe that 
the other tcnuirostral types in the genera Accipiter, 
Afjuila, Cymindis, and ButeOy would also exhibit the 
same peculiarity. Hitherto, however, we have failed 
in meeting with any forms sufficiently approaching this 
structure, to authorise their insertion in these particular 
stations. Among those genera already proposed which 
we have not personally examined, our suspicions point 
to Afiturhia and Circadus of M. Vieillot, and to the 
Bvtpo pterochfij as likely to fill up some of these 
stations. 

(255.) The primary object, however, which we have 
had in view, and which has alone tempted us, in this 
stage of our researches, to lay the foregoing exposition 
before the ornithologist, has been that of determining 
the types of the five great divisions of the Falconidep^ 
and of establishing their analogies with all other cir- 
cular groups (through the medium of the Insesfiores) in 
such a way that nothing yet known should invalidate 
th.e correctness of the series. We therefore wish it to 
be understood that almost every thing Ixjyond this re- 
quires additional verification. Nothing is more difficult 
in natural groups like this than to determine the preche 
location of any particular type ; although we may have 
little or no doubt as to the nature of that type. To 
illustrate this remark more fully, — for it deserves the 
greatest attention from ornithologists, — we may instance 
the common kite. Now it is quite clear that this bird is of 
the fissirostral structure * ; but whether it belongs to the 
circle of Buteo or to that of Cymindis, would have been 
a matter of very great doubt but for Nauclerus, a sub- 
genus which is evidently more closely related to Cy- 
mhidis and Elanus than is Milvus. Naudema^ con- 
sequently, must be considered the fissirostral type of 
* See Classification of Animals. 
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Cymindis. Now the only way that all these affinities 
can be reconciled is by supposing Milvus to belong to 
the circle of the buzzards^ where it still remains, as 
before, a representation of the Fisstrostres, althmgh in 
a different circle. 

(256.) On the location of particular types, or, in 
other words, of subgenera, in every department of zoo- 
logy, we shall take this opportunity of stating the 
opinion we have formed, after many years’ consideration 

the subject ; and, in so doing, we trust not to be 
called upon again for the same explanation. True it is 
that zoological science has certainly not reached that 
point which will enable us to flistinguish at once a sub- 
genus from an aberrant species. This discrimination 
must be the result of a much more refined analysis than 
naturalists of this age are accustomed to institute ; but 
this we maintain — and we appeal for its truth to the 
many instances we have already cited, and the many 
more that yet remain to be pointed out — that every 
subgenus and every aberrant species exhibits sufficiently 
strong indications of one or other of those forms we 
have already defined as the piiiaiARy types of the 
WHOLE ANIMAL KINGDOM. AVc care Dot how strongly 
this theory may be combated by the weight of great 
names, or by the opposition of mere asserters of their 
own opinions. We appeal to facts ; not solitary, but 
innumerable : and so long as these facts remain unem- 
ployed in the construction of any other natural system, 
so long must they remain unanswerable evidences in 
our favour. Whatever may be thought of our theory 
by the present race of zoologists, to whom it will 
naturally appear strange and startling, and however it 
may expose its author to the obloquy and censure 
which are the usual portions of an original discoverer,” 
we are well content to abide the decisions of another 
generation. Thus much for the theory of representa- 
tion. As to the rank of all circular groups genera, 
we think that in ornithology by far the largest portion 
have been fully and completely determined, while time 
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and research are alone necessary to give the same sta- 
bility to the minor divisions. In the mean time we 
shall endmvour to make some approximation to this 
object by exercising our own judgment as to the rank 
of the subordinate types, that is, all such as exhibit 
those representations above alluded to ; without pre- 
suming, however, to attach to our opinion that weight 
which further knowledge and analysis can alone impart. 

(2/57.) The Strioid^, or Owls, exhibit the full 
development of that singular ruff of close-set feathers 
round the head, the first indications of which are seen 
in the henharriers (^Circus C.). Their nocturnal habits, 
their large eyes, singularly shaped ears, and soft downy 
plumage, are well known. This structure is admirably 
adapted to their peculiar economy. Great powers of 
sight and hearing are absolutely essential to these birds, 
whose habits are nocturnal, more particularly as they 
hunt after many small quadrupeds which only venture 
from their retreats after sunset. No sound in the air 
should tell the approach of the owls : their flight, by the 
peculiar construction of the wing feathers, is, therefore, 
rendered noiseless, and they come upon their prey 
silently and surely. The wings of the goatsuckers 
{Caprimulgidce) alone, of all other birds, exhibit a 
similar conformation. In botli these, the tips of the 
external bars of the outermost quill feathers, instead of 
lying flat upon each other, in the ordinary way, arc 
detached and curved outwards, so as to resemble the 
teeth of a fine saw ; hence it follows that when the air 
is beaten by wings so formed, there is no reverberation. 
The opposite extreme of this structure is seen in the 
gallinaceous birds, where the external barbs are very 
stiff, and pressed close upon each other : this formation 
of wing causes the air to be suddenly and abruptly ex- 
pelled from beneath it, and occasions tliat loud whirling 
noise, often startling to the unprepared pedestrian, 
with which the partridge ascends from the ground and 
seeks refuge in flight. The whole structure, in fact, of 
the wings of the owl is evidently intended to promote a 

Y 
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noiseless flight : the quills themselves are unusually 
broad, while the barbs, no less than the general plu- 
mage, is remarkably soft and lax, in order to permit a 
free escape of the air in all directions. That these cir- 
cumstances, however, should not diminish the powers 
of flight too much, the wings are generally rather long, 
and the four outer quills have that abrupt sinuosity on 
their inner webs which is so universal among the swift- 
flying falcons. 

(258.) An exquisite sense of hearing is another 
peculiarity of these birds — a faculty which is essential 
to the discovery of their prey in the dusky hours of 
twilight. The great size of the head is well known, 
and its apparent disproportion to that of the body is 
rendered necessary, on account of its containing several 
large cavities, which communicate internally with the 
ears, and thus tend to the unusual development of those 
organs. The external orifice is, in general, enormously 
large, and, even in the aberrant species, generally exceeds 
that of ordinary birds. In the typical examples, tlie 
external opening is protected by a fleshy operculum, or 
lid, thickly covered on the outside with feathers, and 
as freely moveable as is a door on its hinges. But if tlie 
faculty of hearing is so essential to an owl, how much 
more so is that of sight, when it has to pursue its prey 
in the dark. Yet here again we trace, in a beautiful 
and wonderful instance, the wisdom of Goj> in the 
creation.” The eyes, in the first place, are of an enor- 
mous size ; but as if this were not sufficient, they are 
surrounded with two large concave disks — generally 
composed of white and shining feathers, — for the pur- 
pose of concentrating a greater extent of light to be 
reflected upon the eye, which is placed in the centre. 
There can be little doubt on this being the true use of 
the facial disk in owls, although the circumstance ap- 
pears never yet to have been touched upon. We all 
know the effect upon our own sight, when, by looking 
tlirough the hand, as we would a telescope, we contract 
the light, and are enabled to see further and much 
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better. It may also be remarked, that in those owls 
which are partly diurnal in their habits, the facial disk 
is small or imperfect ; while in such as hunt during the 
day, like the snowy owl, the disk is hardly perceptible. 
Independent of the retractile claws which the owls 
possess in common with the falcons, they have the 
faculty, unpossessed by the latter, of bringing their 
external toe either backwards or forwards, in the same 
manner as is seen in the plantain eaters and a few of 
the cuckows. Their enormous head and large eyes 
give them a most grotesque appearance, particularly 
when disturbed during the day : on such occasions they 
bob their head up and down, and turn it about in all 
directions, as if they were half blind, and were endea- 
vouring to get a clear sight of the object which annoyed 
them. We have frequently endeavoured to rear and 
tame young owls from the nest, but no efforts to ac- 
complish the latter object were ever successful. One of 
the typical groups has the head ornamented with tufts 
of feathers, longer than the others, and which are placed 
above the ears. These egrets have been improperly 
termed horns — a term, no doubt, originating in their 
analogy to those processes in quadrupeds. The use, 
however, of these singular appendages is totally un- 
known. Owls, no less than hawks, are feared and 
hated by all the smaller birds, who shun the latter, but 
fear not to attack the former during the clay when their 
retreat is discovered, as if conscious they can do so with 
impunity. 

(259.) The natural arrangement of this group has 
been attempted by several of our best writers ; but the 
task, difficult in itself, has been rendered still more so 
by the manner in which it has been conducted. When 
so much stress has been laid, in the Regne Animal, 
upon the importance of making anatomical organisation 
the basis of systematic divisions, we are led, from the 
high reputation of the author, to place implicit con- 
fidence, if not in the mode in which he combines his 
facts, at least in the facts themselves, more especially 
Y 2 
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when they regard points of comparative anatomy. Wc 
candidly own^ that, from placing implicit reliance upon 
the statements of M. Cuvier, in regard to many forms 
in this family which we had not personally examined^ 
and the impossibility of reconciling them to our own 
views, we were induced, at the time, to abandon, in 
utter despair, all attempts to work out the groups of this 
family in Northirn Zoology ; and wc felt more dis- 
heartened at this failure, from perceiving that those 
very points of structure which we had conceived were 
to lay the foundation of their natural arrangement, 
were precisely those upon which the divisions in the 
Regne Animal were professedly grounded, namely, the 
form and structure of the ears, and the modifications of 
the facial disk. Since our former notice, however, of 
this family was published, we have had the means of 
examining very many of the forms in question, and the 
result has tended to show that very little reliance can 
be placed upon the anatomical facts relative to this 
family in the Rvgnc Animal, To justify this opinion 
we shall merely state one instance out of several. The 
great American horned owl is placed in the genus 
Otis, all the species of which are stated to have a mem- 
branaceous operculum to the ear. On closely examin- 
ing this bird, however, no such structure, as Dr. 
Richardson has also asserted, will be discovered ; and 
thus we iind the European and the American horned 
owls in two widely parted divisions. It is absolutely 
necessary to advert to these facts ; for if errors in com- 
parative anatomy, made by so high an authority, are 
passed over in silence, they will still be received as 
truths, unless pointedly adverted to by those who may 
detect them. Having stated thus much, we shall not 
enumerate other objections which may be urged against 
the existing arrangements of the family, but proceed at 
once to lay our own before the reader. 

(2 do.) We have already shown that the formation 
of the ear, the eye, and the facial disk, are the pecu- 
liar distinctions of this family ; and it follows that the 
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different primary groups will repose upon the greater 
or less development and modification of these organs. 
Upon this principle we find that the divisions of the 
Strigidoi, made by modern ornithologists, can all be re- 
ferred to one or other of the following groups : — 
1. Typical OwIh, having the facial disk very large and 
complete, with large ears and (in general) an ample 
operculum ; 2. Horned Owls^ furnished with egrets, 
:ind a large facial disk, but having only small or mode- 
rate sized ears ; and 3. Diurnnl or Hawk Owls, where 
the conch of the ear is comparatively small, and is 
destitute of an operculum : the head has no egrets, and 
the facial disk is imperfect or obsolete. The reader will 
be at no loss to perceive in the first the characters of 
the typical group ; in the second, the sub-typical ; and 
in the third the aberrant. Let us now consider each of 
these separately. 

( 26 ’ 1.) The STRI6INA3, or typical owls, are well re- 
presented by the common white species of this island. 
The head is uncommonly large, and the facial disk of 
great circumference ; the extent of the latter is marked 
by a dense semicircle of rigid narrow feathers, form- 
ing a sort of collar, and of which the ends are turned, 
lying close upon each other in the manner of scales, 
rhe aperture of tlie ear, which is within this collar, is 
large, measuring in the brown owl more than an inch 
in length. This is protected by an operculum, which 
is sometimes much larger (as in Strix Jinmmea) than 
the aperture, and sometimes nearly of the same size. 
These differences, however, will not be regarded at pre- 
sent as generic. Owls of this group are eminently 
nocturnal, and their geographic distribution, as is ususd 
in all pre-eminent types, is very wide ; the white owl, 
under slight variations of colour, having been found 
over all the temperate parts of America, in the sultry 
groves of India, and even in Australia. Without at- 
tempting, for the present, to arrange the sub-genera 
of this group in their natural order of succession *, we 

* This is a task of very peculiar difficulty, for it is frequently impossible 
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shall, nevertheless, enumerate such of the subordinate 
forms as appear either to lead to, or represent, the other 
genera. We make it the primary distinction of the 
birds of this group, that two out of the three primary 
characters, viz. the facial disk, the operculum, and the 
great development of the ear, should be found in all ; 
hence we include in it the common long and short>cared 
owls of Britain, as aberrant forms or subgenera, repre- 
senting the rasorial or crested type of the genus. The 
crest, or egrets, of these two birds, indeed, would place 
tliem in an arbitrary system with the genuine horned 
owls ; but as there mtigt be a passage from one to the 
other, we consider that the two birds in question con- 
stitute that passage : they retain the first and strongest 
character of their own genus, yet they are furnisheti 
with egrets, in order that they may connect the oper- 
culated with the homed division. Leaving this, we 
have a third type in the SM,v Tengmalmi of tlie 
Northern Zoology, to which, in all probability, we 
should refer the various small species of Europe (still 
but imperfectly known under the common name of 
S. pmfierimi), together with those of temperate Ame- 
rica. These latter owls are known by their small 
size; short feet, thickly covered with feathers to the 
root of the claws; and by the operculum being long and 
narrow, the conch forming almost a semicircle.* This, 
for reasons which will appear hereafter, is doubtless the 
tenuirostral division of the present genus, and it forms 
our subgenus Scotophilm, Hitherto we have had owls 
only with short, and almost even, tails ; but in the 
gigantic Striae cineriaf the tail is long, cuneated, and 
the feathers pointed: the facial disk, as in all the pre- 


to examine the ears of preserved specimens of the foreign species in mu. 
scums; and, even when they are in skins, what with the carelessness of 
the original preserver, and the shrinking of the neighbouring parts, the 
investigation will always be imperfect, and sometimes faulty. 

* Such is the description of S. Tengmalmi by Dr. Richardson in Northern 
Zoology^ vol. ii., which we subsequently verified ; and yet we find this very 
bird arranged by Cuvier in the same genus with the great snowy owl, whicn 
has hardly any disk, no operculum, and a very small couch ! 
t Northern Zoology, ii. pL 31. 
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ceiling, is full and complete, and the operculum large ; 
but the eyes, comparatively, are very small. Looking 
merely to the birds we have already instanced, it would 
seem thatiV. cimtrea holds an intermediate station between 
S. Tengnialmi and S, atridida : there may naturally be 
supposed many others intervening, but they seem all to 
be referable to one or other of these modifications. S. 
cinerea will therefore form the type of our subgenus 
Scotiaptex : the length and graduated shape of the tail 
separate it both from Scotophitus and Strix; and its 
station in this genus, as will presently appear, is in 
exact accordance with the series in which the primary 
divisions follow each other. 

(2()2.) We shall retain the name of Asio to the 
second genus, as it is sanctioned by antiquity, and is 
not open to any valid objection.* Here we have the 
true horned owls, furnished with conspicuous egrets 
above the eyes, and with large disks and ears. If the 
assertion is truet that the great European horned owl 
has no operculum to the ear, this bird will stand next 
to that found in America {^Asio Virginiand), and long 
considered as of the same species ; for we know, by per- 
sonal examination, that the latter is destitute of such 
an appendage. The facial disk is still large, but it is 
more or less imperfect, especially above the eyes. The 
grand character, however, of this division is the pos- 
session of egrets; and we therefore sec this structure, in 
several foreign species, excessively developed. These 
latter birds, however, have been so loosely described, 
that we shall hazard no opinion on their precise situ- 
ation in this circle ; but there can be little doubt, judging 
from their published figures, that all the subgeneric 
types of this group exist. Two of these only, which 
have been personally examined, will here be noticed. The 
great white horned owl (Jldiaptex aTcticusX^ fg, 112.) 

• Noctua has been employed by some writers to designate these owls ; 
but this name has been already appropriated by Linnaeus to an extensive 
groui> of noctural lepidopterous insects. 

f Rt-gnc Animal, i. p. 343. 

X Northern Zoology,, ii. plate 32. under the name of Bubo ariica. 
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evidently intervenes between the A. Virginiaiia and tho 
NycMa Candida, It is, in fact, so closely connected to the 
latter, that, but for its egrets, both would stand in the 

same genus : the fa- 
cial disk has now al- 
most disappeared ; the 
head is not much 
bigger, in propor- 
tion, than that of a 
falcon of the same 
dimensions ; and the 
oars are very small. Like the great cinereous owl, which 
it seems to represent, its tail, although not much gra- 
duated, is longer than usual. Last of all come the 
little Scops owls, a diminutive group in point of size, 
but of which there arc many species. We are disposed 
to believe that these may form a subgenus of them- 
selves ; although we cannot at present detect any very 
prominent cliaracter by which they are separated from 
their congeners. They seem to differ, indeed, from the 
great-horned owls above mentioned by the superior 
length of their legs, and by the nakedness of their toes. 
From the hornless passerine owls of Europe ( S. Temj - 
malmi, &c.), which they seem to represent, they arc at 
once known by the diminished size of their ears, and 
by their egrets ; while, from the corresponding group in 
South America (Nyctipetes), they are immediately re- 
cognised by the last of these characters. For the pre- 
sent, therefore, we may retain the group until the whole 
genus is properly analysed. Several species, apparently 
belonging to the subgenus Scops, are found in South 
America, and one in W estern Africa. For the other horned 
owls we can only refer the reader to their published 
figures. One of the most remarkably horned species is 
the Asia supcrciliosa ; and there are several from India 
which have the tarsi or legs nearly naked. 

(263.) We now come to the aberrant group, com- 
posed, as usual, of three divisions, which we shall view 
as genera. Hitherto the owls of which we have spoken, 
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however imperfect may have been their facial disk, have 
nevertheless had its circumference indicated by a line 
of stiff scale-like feathers, more or less distinct, accord- 
ing to the degree in which the conch of their ears was 
developed. But in those which follow, even this remnant 
of the typical character is lost, together with all ap- 
pearance of egrets, and even much of the nocturnal 
habits of the typical owls. Many of those, indeed, 
which follow, hunt as much during the day — perhaps 
more than they do in the night ; and from this circum- 
stance, no less than from their general physiology, they 
have been called hawk owls. We have already inti- 
mated that but for the egrets of the Heliaptex araticus it 
would be a Nyctia, the genus to which belongs the 
great white owl — that northern hunter” of the 
poetic Wilson. This magnificent owl at present stands 
alone as the representative of this type, which is dis- 
tinguished by the cars being hardly larger than those 
of an ordinary bird, and totally unprovided with the 
series of stift' feathers ; the feet, also, are short, and 
clothed with thick feathers nearly to the claws. Unlike 
any of the preceding, the eyebrows project like those 
of the true falcons ; the head is small, and the habits of 
the bird are diurnal. These peculiarities, when com. 
billed, are quite sufficient to justify us, for the present, 
in placing Nyctia as a distinct genus. We are loath, 
however, to associate with this large and majestic bird 
a little group of ^outh American owls, remarkable, on 
the other hand, for their diminutive size, but yet pos- 
sessing a much closer aflinity to Nyctia than to any 
other group. Among these tropical passerine owls 
there exists, at present, so much confusion in regard 
to the names of the species, that we can hardly venture 
to cite one, by its correct name, as an example. M. 
Temminck has increased this confusion so much, that, 
although the group is almost exclusively American, we 
may quote the Nyctipetes perlatus Sw.* of Western 
Africa as a type. The reader will at once perceive that 

• Le Chevechette Perlee, Ois. d’AOrique, vi. 284. 
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the first is the typical, the second the sub- typical, and 
the third the aberrant group of the whole family. 

(^()4.) The genus Nyctipetes is placed between 
Nyctia and Sunt in. Of these little owls we possess four 
species from tropical America, and are acquainted with 
three more : they bear such an external resemblance* to 
the European race, represented by S, Tcngmalmi, that all 
writers have failed in perceiving how truly they differ, 
by having very small ears, no operculum, and no in- 
dication of the marginal ruff of feathers. The want of 
egrets, on the other hand, separates them at once from 
the Scop owls. Their general structure, in short, is 
certainly very like that of the great white owl, but the 
legs are only featherctl to the base of the tees ; and 
these latter, except in being thinly clothed with white 
shining hairs, might he termed naked : the wings are 
also short, and reach only to the base of the tail, which 
is moderately long and slighted rounded. It is clear, 
therefore, that these birds cannot possibly be arranged 
with the true nocturnal, or with the horned, owls ; and 
we are therefore led to decide that they form part of a 
genus, of which the burrowing owl of America {^S, m- 
niculatn, MoUini) is probably the type. This latter 
bird differs from the structure just described in having 
the legs much longer, more naked, and the claws less 
hooked ; the tail is shorter and quite even. But in the 
more essential characters, drawn from the ears, bill, and 
head, it quite agrees with the little birds just mentioned ; 
so that one species, with legs of an intermediate length, 
would be sufficient to complete the link of connection, 
and such a bird will probably be soon discovered. 

(26’5.) The genus Surnia of Dumeril designates the 
hawk owls, represented by that of America.* These 
differ from the other two aberrant types in having a 
long wedge-shaped tail, which, with their small head 
and obsolete facial disk, gives them more the appearance 
of being hawks than any others of this family. Dr. 


* Strixfuneria. Northern Zoology, ii. p. 92., and vignette, p. 9i. 



CIRCLE OF THE OWLS. 331 

Richardson, an eye-witness of the habits of the species 
just mentioned, remarks that in the bleak territory of 
Hudson's Bay, where it is very common, it is more fre- 
quently killed by the hunters than any other, from its 
boldness, and its habit of flying about by day. When the 
hunters are shooting grouse, this bird is occasionally at- 
tracted by the report of the gun, and is often bold enough, 
on a bird being killed, to pounce down upon it, though it 
may be unable, from its size, to carry it off. It is also 
known to hover round the fires made by the natives at 
night.* The African hawk owl, Surnin Africana, is 
probably another species, for it has all the aspect of the 
last. But the great ural owl, if truly represented in 
Temminek’s figure (PI. Col. 2?.)^ ^ 

facial disk and long cuiieatcd tail, precisely agreeing 
with the sub-genus Smtiaptex : so that the very error 
of its classification with the two former is a collateral 
proof that the series we have now traced is natural. 

(^2f)().) Upon condensing the foregoing remarks, and 
divesting them of scientific technicalities, we find a 
gradual progression from the great-eared to the horned 
owls, by such birds as S. bracheotus and otuft^ which 
unite in themselves the characters of the two genera 
Strir and Asio, The diurnal flight of the HeliaptfiO' 
articus, and its whole appearance, show that the great 
white owl follows next. The little passerine owls of the 
tropics, with the burrowing species of America, which is 
probably the grallatorial type, form the genus Nycti- 
petefi, and are obviously intermediate between the white 
or eagle and the hawk owls. These latter, it will ho 
remembered, have unusually long tails, but no facial 
disk ; and Scotiaptex possesses the first, but not the 
second, of these characters. The long-tailed owls are 
thus brought together ; at the same time that no affinity 
in the series is deranged or interrupted. M. Cuvier, by 
not following up his own theory on the structure of the 
ear, places the ural and the hawk owl in the same 
genus ; thus confessing their similarity, and showing 
* Northern Zoology, iL p. 92. 
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that at least they follow each other. The circular series 
cannot be closed more perfectly ; and thus we have an 
additional proof that the very errors of such men, if 
rightly used, will often afford instruction. 

(2(57.) In now attempting to trace the natural series 
of this group, the most difficult, and certainly one of 
the most confused, in the whole range of ornithology, 
we wish to he understood as confining our exposition 
to the primary divisions and genera only, without at all 
attempting to designate other types of form than those 
already enumerated. We have been constrained to 
show how little dependence the ornithologist engaged 
in this task can place in books ; so that nothing but a 
personal examination of a large number of the foreign 
species will enable him to fill up those blanks he will 
still jierceive in the series. We have been obliged, also, 
even in this preparatory arrangement, to reject the 
genera Noctua, Bubo, and Ulula ; and we still hesitate in 
admitting Syrnium, uncertain at present whether the 
brown owl of Britain is really one of the types of the 
genus Strix, On the other hand, it has been absolutely 
necessary to designate the groups here named Scotiaptfix, 
Smtophilun, Heliaptcx, and Nyatipetes ; the characters 
of which, moreover, have this advantage, that they are 
drawn both from internal organisation and external 
aspect. The characters of the five genera will now bt* 
concentrated in the following table of the entire family. 

STRIGIDiE — The Owls. 

Genera. 

1. Typical Group. Eiirs large, oi>crculatC(l ; no egrets. Stuix. 

'■2. Sub.typical. Ears smaller, no operculum ; egrets. Asio. 

Ears small ; no egrets or operculum ; disk 
imperfect. 

r Head small ; claws feathered ; tail short. Nyctra. 

;1. Aberrant. <.IIeiid large ; claws naked ; tail mocleratc. NYfvnpKTRS. 

C Head small ; claws feathered ; tail wedged. Surnia. 

(268.) We know too little, both of the scientific and of 
the natural history of the birds composing these groups, 
to admit of their analogies being traced among other 
families, at least with that precision which is desirable. 
Nevertheless there are not wanting indications sufficiently 
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strong to show that such analogies really do exist, 
ami that they follow in a uniform and natural series. 
Thus the lengthened and more conic hill of the barn 
owl reminds us of the Conirostres ; on the other hand^ 
the bill of Amo Virginia is described by Dr. Richard- 
son as very strong, curved from the base, and with its 
cutting margin very obtusely lobed in the middle,” a 
structure peculiarly belonging to dentirostral types. 
The short tail and the piscatorial habits of the Nyctea 
Candida sufficiently designate the aquatic type. The 
long-legged burrowing owl obviously represents the 
grailatorial order of birds, and the gliriform quadrupeds ; 
but whether it is the type of JVyctipetes, or one of its 
subgenera, we know not : while in the long-tailed hawk 
owls of the genus Sarnia, v/e trace that great develop- 
ment of tail so conspicuous in rasorial types. This, it 
will be remembered, is precisely the order of the pri- 
mary types in the class of birds ; so that if such an ac- 
cordance can be made out from the very few species that 
have yet been thoroughly examined, how much more 
perfect, may we suppose, will these analogies become, 
when the whole are better understood, both as to struc- 
ture and manners, than they are at present. 

(2()9) It will he observed that the only one of the 
genera whose subordinate types we have ventured to 

designate, is that of 
Strix, Let us now 
look to this more 
closely ; first, as to 
its circular nature, 
and then to its sub- 
genera. The Stria 
Jiammva 113.) 
is unquestionably the 
type of this group, for 
the circumference of its head is greater than that of the 
body, while the facial disk, with the ear and its oper- 
culni, are all proportionably large. It must not be for- 
gotten, also, that as this bird represents the insessorial or 
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percliing order, its powers of grasping ought to be 
more than ordinary ; we consequently find that one of 
the claws is serrated, to give the bird a firmer grasp 
than it otherwise would have. But this is not all : as 
the consequence of its analogy to the Insessores, and 
through them to the Conirostres, we get at the true 
value of a remark of M. Cuvier, that in this bird, and 
its allies, the “ elongated beak bends only towards the 
end, while in all the other subgenera it is arched from 
the point.*’* Now this is precisely the character which 
separates the conirostral birds from the den tirostral. 
W e have before expressed our hesitation in admitting 
tlic brown or wood owl of Britain, forming the genus 
Syrnium of Savigny, to be a distinct type. It certainly 
differs in its ears from the barn owl ; but it has not 
sufficient of the dentirostral form to make us feel sure 
of its representing that type : the question must there- 
fore, for the present, be left undecided. Less doubt 
hangs over the subgenus Otia, where the egrets first 
begin to show themselves in the short-eared, and are 
fully developed in the long-eared owls of Britain ; both, 
however, by their ears, preserve the typical character. 
There is a remarkable trait in the natural history of 
Otis brachyotos, which deserves atUmtion ; for although 
nocturnal, it seems to be also diurnal, and hunts 
during the middle of the day like the Nyctia can^ 
dida, just as well as it does in the night. 'J’^hc supe- 
rior length of its wings, more pointed than any in this 
genus, would seem to indicate that it is, probably, like 
Nyctia, a fissirostral type. Next to this group we have 
the little passerine owls of Euroin*, forming the new sub- 
genus Scotophilus ; they are strictly nocturnal, and are 
known at once by their short, thick, well- covered tarsi 
and toes, and their small yet complete facial disk. 
Lastly, come the great species of Scotiaptex, conspicuous 
by their long cuneated tails and large size. Some of 
these, as S. cincrea J, are nocturnal ; but — as they pass 

• Griffith’s Cuvier, i. p. 74. f Bewick. 

X Northern Zoology, iL plate 31. 
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into the hawk owls — others, like the S. uralensis, are 
diurnal. Both, however, have the large facial disk 
which gives such a peculiar character to the genus 
before us. Disposing these types in the order we have 
noticed them, we shall find they represent the contents 
of the whole family in the following manner : — 

GENUS STllIX. 

r~ < 

2 . 3 . 

1. Genera of Orders 

Subgenera. Analogical Characters. the Family. of Birds. 

? Asio. IlAPl'UKES. 

Natato.es. 

Scofoph/lns. Size small ; nostrils tumid. Npetipefes. Guallatokes. 

Scotiaptex. Size very large ; tail long. Surnia. IlAsuitEs. 

(270.) The direct analogies of the suhgenera to the 
orders of birds are too obscure, in our present state of 
knowledge, to claim distinct consideration ; and yet, when 
viewed through the medium of the genera of the family, 
there is nothing to militate against the above comparison. 
We have already seen how well the two last columns re- 
present each other, and that the first and the second have 
likewise a close analogy, notwithstanding the uncertainty 
that hangs over one of the suhgenera. The truth, how- 
ever, of the above arrangement of the restricted genus 
*S7W.r mainly, if not exclusively, reposes on the different 
structures possessed by the minor divisions, and by their 
close affinity to each other. Until greater experience 
and more profound study force conviction upon the 
minds of certain zoologists on the subject of analogical 
resemblances, we would wish them to look upon this, 
and all other of our groups, without any reference 
whatever to their analogies, real or supposed. We will 
relinquish — to fall in with their humour — all the im- 
portance which we consider belongs to such relations, and 
rest our arrangement on the mere fact of close affinity : 
nay, more, we will even admit that a truly natural circle 
of affinity can be demonstrated, without the aid of calling 
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in its analogies ; for this may be done by simply show- 
ing that no animal yet known that is excluded from the 
group has an affinity with the type equal to any of 
those that are brought within the group. Our doctrine 
of analogies may thus, to use a colloquial expression, be 
thrown overboard, and yet our group will remain just 
as natural as it was, if the chain of affinity has been 
truly and strictly followed. 


CHAP. IL 

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE INSESSORIAL OR PERCHING OR* 

HER. PRIMARY DIVISIONS. CHARAACTERS AND ANALO> 

GIES OF THE DENTIROSTRAL TRIRE. 

(271.) The order Insessobes, composed of the perch- 
ing niRDS, is the most numerous, and the most varied, in 
the whole circle of ornithology. It comprises, as before 
stated, all those tribes and families which (without being 
rapacious) live habitually among trees, or at least have 
nothing in their structure to show they are in the least 
degree aquatic. Their foot, in short, as the name 
denotes, is especially formed for grasping or perching ; 
a peculiarity evinced by the situation of the hinder toe, 
which is invariably placed upon the same level, or 
])lane, as those in front. Their number is generally 
four ; either placed, as in ordinary birds, three forwards 
and one backwards, or, as in the scansorial tribe, two in 
front and two behind. The length of the tarsus or 
shank is always moderate, and generally very short 
in comparison to what is seen in the other orders ; and, 
as these birds never seize their prey by the claws, 
these weapons are never retractile. The perchers are 
thus distinguished from the birds of prey, properly so 
called ; while the situation of the hind toe separates them 
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at once from the gallinaceous^ the wading, and the 
swimming orders. 

The most absolute peculiarities of the order 
before us are those we have just stated ; but there are 
some others to be mentioned of a secondary nature, inas- 
much as they are not without several exceptions. Thus 
a few of them, like the shrikes, possess a strong tooth 
in the upper mandible, similar to that of the hawks ; 
while many more, as in the finch family, have not the 
slightest vestige of this process. The most prevalent 
construction of the bill is, nevertheless, to have this 
member more or less notche<l, a structure which en- 
ables these birds to take a firm hold of their food, 
although without the power of tearing it in pieces by 
their bill. They are likewise the most highly organised 
in other respects, whether we view them as the most 
melodious songsters, the most expert architects, or the 
most resplendent in their colours, of the whole feathered 
creation. 

(273.) The LEADING DIVISIONS of tlus Order are so 
obvious that every ornithologist, unprejudiced by the 
authority of artificial systems, cannot fail to perceive 
them. The Detdirosti'esy ConirostreSj Seansores, Te^ 
nniroHres, and Fissirostreff, are so many prominent 
groups, which have long been known and recognised by 
all the moderns ; and they have accordingly been cited, 
with justice, to illustrate the circular disposition of the 
entire order.* So- far, therefore, as regards the admis- 
sion of these groups, nothing more need be urged, since 
they are now universally adopted. This unanimity, 
however, amongst ornithologists merely extends to the 
typical forms: all agree, for instance, in classing the 
woodpeckers and parrots as climbing birds ; but, because 
the scansorial structure is exhibited under a different form 
in, the GrimpereaujB of M. Cuvier, or the tree-creepers, 
we find these birds occupying a station in the Regne 
Animal with the Tenuirontren, Even this latter tribe, 
by some authors, is made to embrace every bird sus- 
* See Linnacan I'ransactioi «, vol. xiv. p. 3IG. 
z 
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pectcd of having a suctorial tongue, however strongly it 
may be allied, in all other parts of its organisation, with 
groups far differently situated. 'When, therefore, it is 
said that the five tribes above mentioned have been 
universally admitted, it is necessary to premise that no 
two writers have yet agreed on their definite nature. 
Hence it becomes advisable, before proceeding further, 
to state our views of their prominent or typical dis- 
tinctions. 

(‘iT l'*) The PRIMARY ciHOLKs of the order before us 
appear to ho three. The first composed of those fami- 
h‘es where the bill is very conspicuously notched, find 
the food almost exclusively derived from insects ; these 
are the Dkntirostrks. The second includes such as 
have the notch much sligliter, and who feed almost indis- 
criminately both upon animal and vegetable substances ; 
these are the (JoiMuostres, the bill being more conic 
than the latter: hut in both trilx's the feet are the 
same; that is, the tarsus is not uniformly short, and 
there are three toes liefore and one behind. The third 
circle is composed of the (Jurtipedks; differing materi- 
ally from the two former in having the tarsus much 
shorter, the notch of the bill eitlier obsolete or altogetlier 
wanting, and the position of the toes variable. Under 
this last group, which is the aberrant division, we 
inchide the three tribes of Svansorrff, Tvnnlroiftrt'ii, 
and Fhs.sm)^st}r.\. Preliminary remarks will he given 
upon each of the foregoing tribes as they come succes- 
sively under onr elucidation ; but, that tlie student may 
have a general idea of their nature, we sliall here <le- 
signate their cliief peculiarities, and the different fami- 
lies of birds they respectively contain. 

($i73.) The Dentirostrks, as the name implies, is 
distinguished by a distinctly notched bill, and by being 
the greatest destroyers of insects among the perchers : 
with very few exceptions, they either live entirely upon 
insects, or only resort to fruit when deprived of their 
favourite nourishment. In accordance with these habits, 
the mouth, or rictm, is defended on each side by bristles. 
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the feet are generally adapted more for perching than 
for walking, and the notch of the upper mandible is 
very rarely obsolete. At the head of this tribe stand 
the family of shrikes (Lauiadof), which is followed by 
those of the thrushes {Merulidce)^ and the warblers 
(Sylviadce) : these latter pass into the chatterers (^Arn- 
which, from their frugivorous diet and general 
structure, are tlic farthest removed from the type of 
their circle. In the Ifist family, however, composed of 
the flycatchers {MuHvivapidfP)^ the insectivorous habits 
and structure are again resumed ; and these birds finally 
blend into the shrikes, by means of the tyrant flycatchers 
of America. It need hardly be observed that this is the 
subtypical tribe of the order before us ; it is analogous 
to the true rapacious birds, and represents them in the 
circle of Lmfssoira, 

(276.) The (/ONTRosTiiES are pre-eminently the typi- 
cal assemblage of the whole order : their organisation is 
more perfect, or, rather, their faculties are more varied. 
They feed indiscriminately both upon insects and vege- 
tables, and are therefore termed omnivorous. Their 
feet are so constructed that they can walk upon the 
ground with nearly the same facility as they perch upon 
branches — a double faculty which is rarely found in 
the last tribe, where the outer and middle toes are often 
connected at their base. The bill is thicker, more conic, 
anti the notch of the upper mandible very slight : the 
tip, also, is still more rarely hooked ; the mouth is not 
defended by rigid bristles, as none of these birds, like 
so many of the seize their food upon the 

wing. Finally, they include the largest and the most 
jjowerful birds of the whole order. The families in- 
cluded in this tribe are the crows the star- 

lings {Sturtiidfe), the finches {FringilUda?), the plan- 
tain-eaters {Mumphagidai), and the horiibills {Bnviu 
ridte). These, collectively, form a circular group, 
representing, by the great and varied powers of their 
foot; the order Quadrtinuma among quadrupeds, at the 
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same time that they represent the perfection of the 
class of Birds. 

(277-) The Curtipedes, as their name expresses, 
are an assemblage of short.footed families, much di- 
versiiied in general structure ; but having the toes so 
arranged as not to admit of their being habitually em- 
ployed in walking. The situation of the toes is either 
similar to those of the ordinary perchers, or in ])airs ; 
in some few there are only three, and there are not 
wanting instances (as in the colies and swifts) where all 
the four toes are placed forward. These minor differ- 
ences, joined to others which will be subsequently men- 
tioned, serve to characterise the three aberrant tribes 
composing the primary group; namely, 1. The Scan^ 
wren; The 7^eriuiroiitren ; and 3. The Fhnirontren, 

' ( 273 .) The ScANsoRES are composed entirely of those 
families which habitually and invariably climb among 
trees ; and, in consequence of this habit, have their feet 
peculiarly constructed for the purpose. Sometimes the 
toes are placed in pairs ; that is, two before and two 
behind : sometimes one of the outer toes is nearly versa- 
tile, so that it can he almost brought forward, while in 
others the three anterior toes are in the ordinary direc- 
tion ; but in all these variations the hinder toe is 
remarkably developed, as in the nuthatch and creeper, 
for the obvious purpose of giving support to the body : 
the tarsus is always very short, and none of these birds 
possess either the conic bill or the terrestrial habits 
of the last tribe. The woodpeckers {Picidfc), the par- 
rots (^l^sittacidce), the toucans {Ramphantidee), the 
cuckows {Cu(nilid(e)t and the creepers (fierthiad(e)^ are 
the several families under which the whole of the scan- 
sorial, or climbing birds, are naturally arranged. 

(279*) The Tenuikostrks, or suctorial tribe, in- 
cludes the smallest and the most brilliant birds in creation. 
Unlike all others, they possess a long retractile tongue, 
divided into slender filaments, witli which they lick the 
nectar of flowers. Many of them still retain something 
of the scansorial structure of the last tribe, particularly 
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the honeysuckers of New Holland^ and the paradise 
birds, both of which have the hind toe considerably 
develoi)ed; and all of them, at certain seasons, have 
recourse to an insectivorous diet. The humming birds 
lick up the minute and tender insects found in blossoms ; 
and the honeysuckers {MeliphagidcB) devour both fruits 
and insects. The hill of the tenuirostral families 
is generally very long and slender, while the nostrils 
resemble a lengthened slit : they consist of the hum- 
ming birds {Trochilid(c)^ the sun birds {Cinnyrid(P^^ the 
honeysuckers {MdiphagUUp^^ the paradise birds (Tara- 
disidfe), and the hoopoes (Promeropid^^, 

(280.) The Fissirostres, or swallow tribe, like those 
birds which constitute the type of the whole, are emi- 
nently distinguished by great breadth of bill, an enor- 
mous gape, small and weak feet, and the incapacity of 
habitually walking, or wandering among trees. They 
live entirely upon insects, or other small animals, which 
are seized during the flight of the bird ; so that the 
feet are mere instruments for resting and supporting 
the body. The representations of this type in other 
tribes have all the foregoing characters except the last ; 
great weakness of foot being the grand characteristic of 
this group. The goatsuckers, or nightjars (CaprimaU 
gidre), the swallows (Ilirundinid^), the bee-eaters 
(Meropidee^y the kingfishers (Halcyonid<B)y and the 
trogons (Trogonid(B)y exhibit all these characters, al- 
though under different modifications ; and, by uniting 
with the flycatchers among the Dentirostres — the first 
tribe with which we commenced this rapid survey — 
complete the circle of the whole order. 

(281 .) Having now enabled the reader to form a com- 
prehensive idea of the different tribes composing the in- 
sessorial or perching order, we shall condense their 
chief distinctions into a tabular form ; for the purpose 
of showing in what manner they represent the primary 
divisions of this class of animals, no less than those of 
the quadruped class. 

z 3 
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CIRCLE OF THE ORDER INSESSORES, or Perchcrs. 


1. 

Tvvkal 

Circle. 


1 


Rill more or less conic, strong;, slij^btl.v,'^ 
or not at all notched ; month without f 
bristles; I'ect robust, formed both forf 
perching and walking. Omnivorous. } 


Com RosTKEs. 


?. f Bill shorter and more compressed, with a"^ 

Suhli/picnl < tlistinrt tooth.liko notch; mouth gene- sDh.vtihostres. 
Circle. L rally defended by bristles. Insectivorous. 3 


Ahcrrnnt 

Circle. 


Hill entire ; feet very short, not ad.apted’ 
for walking ; position of the toes va- 
rious. 


1. Fwl furiinHlior 

I 'l. Hill : longun extensile, t 
toriull 


ifnArircs. 

'**■ I Tfimirostm. 


Hill l.r(..nlatthel,.-is»!. Kcctlueoii 
tin; wiiiH- J 


I C'JRTIPEDKS 


This table is drawn up in conformity witli our second 
proposition — already so fully ex])laincd * — that the 
primary divisions of every circular group are five, ///>- 
parent ! If ; hut three, actnathj. In the present instance, 
more than perhaps in any other, this union of the three 
aberrant groups is demonstrated by the genus. 
in the FUnirmlreHy and the ]tam})ha.s't}dce in the aSVy/w- 
.sores ; tlic details of which will be given in their pro- 
per place, 

(282.) The leading groups of the Insemnra have 
been so repeatedly and so fully demonstrated as repre- 
sentatives of the primary orders of birds, by some of 
our best naturalists, that very little need bo said upon 
the subject ; the nature of our present volume, how- 
ever, requires that it should not be passed over in 
silence, although the analogy, under a different form, 
has been illustrated in a prior treatise. We shall, on 
this occasion, place the tribes of the Iriffcssoreft in one 
column, and the orders of birds' in another ; when it 
will be perceived that the analogical chiiracters are mu- 
tually descriptive of some of the leading distinctions of 
each.ir 


* ClassWicatioii of Animals, pp. 229. 
f Ibitl. p. 2oT. 
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ANALOGIES. 


Tribes of tlic 
Iiisessores. 

Conirostres. 


Dentirostres. 


I 


Orders of 

Analo^cal Characters. Birds. 

Superior |x>wors of prehension, as shown t 
in the striirtiire «»f the foot; notdi of >Lnsi:ssoiies. 
the bill smalt. Omnivorous. J 

Bill short, much curved at the tip, which i 
is distinctly notched. Rapacious, and > Raptoiies. 
feed on animal substances. 3 


Fissirostres. 


.S.{ 


Head lar^c ; mouth very wide ; feet 
Miiall; the toes more or le.ss confined. 
Seize their prey during, Might, wliicii is 
very quick. 

Bill very hmg, slender, and sliglitly flexi- 
ble ; mouth very small. 


^ N.V'I A TOIIF.S. 

j Gkallatori 


Sransorcs. 


I 


Bill .short, thick, hard; hcAd conspicu- 
ou.sly creste t ; fe<?t v<*ry robust ; head 
snusil. Remarkably docile. 


Rasores. 


(C?S3.) Let US BOW compare each of these groups more 
jtarticularly with that which staiuls opposite to it. First, 
then, w'e have the Conirostres as analogous to the In- 
fiessore.Sy an analogy which becomes indisputable, seeing 
that the first is the pre-eminent typo, or representative, 
of the inscssorial order. Tiie Dent irost res and the 
liapfores have the strongest- toothed bills, a necessary 
consequence of both being the most rapacious birds in 
tbeir resjicetive groups ; and every one knows that the 
shrikes are the falcons of the insect world, just as much 
as the Roptorcs are the devourers of the ieathered crea- 
tion. 'file most imperfect footed birds among the 
pcrclicrs belong to the Fissirostres ; and this is pre- 
cisely the leading distinction of the swimming, or 
natatorial, order. . The humming-birds, typical of the 
Tenui rosires, have the longest and most flexible hills 
among their congeners ; just as are the snipes, 'wood- 
cocks, and sandpipers, among the GraUutorcsi. Finally, 
the Sennsoi-ps (and their representatives) are almost the 
only crested birds in the whole order of percliers : they 
have the tail, in one form or other, highly developed ; 
and they contain those which show the greatest aptitude 
for domestication. All these characters and traits are 
well known to be the leadinf; distinctions of the order 
Jldsores. Ill one group we have the whole of tlie par- 
rots, and the beautifully-crested woodpeckers ; in the 
z 4 
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other^ the whole of our domestic poultry : how can 
relations of analogy be more complete than these ? 

(284.) Our proposition isj that this circle of the 
Insessorea will be verified by its internal affinities, 
independent of any support from the analogies we are 
now bringing forward. But to substantiate what has 
been said, and said most truly, that a natural group 
will stand any test,’* we shall now compare this with 
the corresponding divisions in the class of quadrupeds 
as a collateral evidence of its correctness, and in sup- 
port of the remark we have quoted. 


Onlors of Trit)Cii of the 
Birds. Insessorea. 


Insf.ssor£8. Conirostres. 

Raptores. Dentirostres. 

Natatures. Fissirostres. 

Grallatores. Tenuirostres, 

Rasores. Seansores. 


Orders of the 
Analogical Characters. Mammalia, 
r Pre-eminent in their powers ^ 

3 of prehension, and in ge- f naifM awa 
3 iieral organisation ; claws f ^ drum awa. 
f or nails hot acute. 3 

C Rapacious, feeding upon 'A 
< other animals ; claws ^Fer^. 

C acute. 3 

f Head very large ; feet obso- 

•< Icte, or short anil iinper. > Cetacea. 

C feet ; habits aquatic, 3 

rSiae diminutive; upper jaw ^ 

3 or mandible prolonged ; f o 
y run or fly very fast ; eyes ( 

C placetl back in the head. 3 

f.Size large ; head small ; or.l 
I namented with append- ( 

ages ; granivorous orVUNCULATA. 
f herbivorous ; habits re- J 
t markably docile. j 


(28.5.) Before we make any observations upon this 
table, we shall take occasion to introduce some remarks 
upon analogies in general, arising from the degrees of 
this relation observed in the above table. Those between 
the Insessorea and the Mammalia are of course more 
remote than between the groups in the two first columns, 
for the best and most obvious reason, — that, as the 
animals themselves are more remote from each other in 
general confirmation, so must their analogies be equally 
remote. It would be strange, indeed, were it not so ; 
and yet so little do some writers appear to exercise 
their reason on this subject, that tliey actually bring 
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forward the remoteness of some of the analogies we have 
already instanced^ as a reason for not believing in 
their universality ! If, as every one knows, there are 
difierent degrees of affinity iQ the animal kingdom, it 
follows as a necessary consequence of this fact (which 
no one will ever dream of denying), that there must be 
corresponding differences in the degrees of analogy. 
The analogy between the swan and the ostrich is one 
degree, that between the ostrich and the giraffe is 
another, while the analogy between the bee and the 
weaving birds (^Vlocmncs) is another ; and yet this 
latter, however remote, or however incomprehensible to 
amateur naturalists, is founded on as sure and on as 
demonstrable evidence as the analogy of the hawk to 
the shrike, or eagle to the lion. Such persons seem to 
forget that remote analogies can only be made out, or 
in fact understood, by tracing them through the various 
groups which intervene between those that are com- 
pared. It is like a man looking to the last and the 
first link of a graduated chain ; and because these links 
differ so widely in size, stoutly maintaining that they 
cannot possibly belong to the same series ; although, 
when he secs the intermediate portion, he is obliged to 
confess his error. I'o urge, therefore, that, — because of 
their remoteness, some analogies are too obscure to be 
easily understood, — the theory itself is objectionable, is 
to say that affinities must not be believed, because they 
do not all possess the same degree of resemblance. 

(286.) The analogies of the insessorial tribes with 
the orders of quadrupeds, as shown in the foregoing 
table, will fully illustrate the principle maintained in the 
last paragraph. To a naturalist, unacquainted with the 
details of t^oth classes, they will appear not only remote, 
but fanciful. What can more clearly show the in- 
fatuation of theory," it may be argued, “ when it is 
supported by the assertion, that a woodpecker is analo- 
gous to a cow ! ” Such reasoning, addressed to ordinary 
persons, will be quite sufficient to settle the question ; 
and yet, upon looking a little farther into the matter. 
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the assertion would wear every probability of being, in 
one sense, strictly correct. I'he ruminating order of 
quadrupeds ( Ungu/ata) is not only perfectly analogous 
to the rasorial birds, but it is here that these two classes 
evince the greatest propensity to pass into each other.* 
Now the climbers {Senmores) are almost as much re- 
lated to the gallinaceous birds as these latter are to the 
ungulated quadrupeds, because the Srfnhmr» j)ass into 
the and the Ilnsorr.s of all birds are those wliich 

notoriously open the passage to quadrupeds ; and thus a 
scansorial bird actually becomes analogous to a rumin- 
ating quadruped. The analogy, from the necessity of the 
case, must be remote ; but, by means of the intervening 
links, it becomes established just as perfectly as if it was 
more immediate. Having already illustrated the rela- 
tions of these two circles, in anotlier placet, we shall 
now merely glance at their most prominent features. The 
Quadrurnana are the most perfect of all quadrupeds, as 
the Conirosfrrff are of all the insessorial birds, 'fhe 
Denfhofttrcif and the are the most rajiacious ; the 

Fisj<iro.sire.s', although not aquatic (like the JVdffttoirff), 
have, nevertheless, the weakest and the most im])erfcct 
feet among the perchers. This is precisely the character 
of the Cetacea among quadrupeds ; while, by comparing 
these two groups through the medium of the Natat.ore.s, 
the chain of resemblance is still more ])erfect. , ^'110 ana- 
logy between the Terivirostrcs and the Glirvif, as being 
the moat aberrant groups in each column, are conse- 
quently the most remote ; while that of the Scnimoreif 
and the IJiigalata has alreatly been noticed. 

(287.) Having now sufficiently marked out the cha- 
racters and relations of the insessorial tribes, we shall 
proceed to illustrate each of them more fully in succes- 
sion. The Dmtlroxtrea^ by most writers, arc usually 
commenced upon, from their obvious resemblance to the 
falcons ; and having adopted this mode upon a former 

* The horse, the camel, &c. arc in one ; the ostrich, emu, &c. in the 
other. 

f Classification of Quadrupeds. 
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occasion,* we shall do so on this. It is a matter^ 
however, of little importance, at what point the investi- 
gation of a circular group is commenced ; nor is there 
occasion to adhere implicitly to any fixed rule on the 
subject, provided that the subordinate groups are treated 
of in the same seric;s as they are observed to follow each 
other in nature. 

(^iSS.) Our survey of the Jnsessorial Order thus 
commences with the Dextirostues, or rapacious tribe, 
whose prominent characters we have just noticed. The 
families of which this group is composed, with but one 
exception t, live almost exclusively upon insects, to se- 
cure which their bill is furnished with a distinct notch 
near the tip, assuming in the typical families the form of 
a prominent tooth. As a farther provision for procuring 
such sustenance, the angles of the mouth are more or less 
defended by stiff bristles, the legs are less robust than 
tliose of the typical perchers, and the claws are more 
acute. The hill is of various shapes in the different 
families. In the shrikes it is compressed; while in the 
flycatchers, whicli lead immediately to tlic swallow tribe 
(Fissirostres), it is much depressed, and the feet begin 
to he very small. 

(28f).) In detailing the characters of any com prehen., 
sive natural group, our attention must always be fixed 
more especially upon the typical examples of that group, 
and the characters it exhibits ; for, as the minor divi- 
sions branch off to the right and the left, and blend into 
other groups, it necessarily follows that these aberrant 
divisions lose many of the jn'orninent features of their 
own type, and assume others more jiroperly belonging 
to the next group. AV^hen, therefore, we say that the 
tribe before us is characterised by a strongly- toothed 
hill, by acute claws, &c., we speak only of its typical 
examples ; — the intelligent naturalist understanding that 
there are not only many exceptions, but that he will 

* Xorthorn Zoology, vol. ii. 

t The AMpciifhc, or berry-eaters, the typos of which live more upon 
fruits. 
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find in every group, whether large or small, these 
aberrant divisions, or forms, which represent the other 
primary types of nature. How completely this law is 
verified in the circle before us will presently appear. 
Now it is upon the analysis we shall ultimately give 
of this tribe that we wish the accuracy of our whole 
arrangement of the feathered creation to repose. All 
the details regarding their internal affinities must, of 
necessity, he included in our systematic arrangement of 
birds, intended for the second volume ; but the analo- 
gies resulting from this analysis are so highly interest- 
ing, and, at the same time, so demonstrative of the 
propositions stated in a former volume on the laws of 
natural classification*, that they must carry conviction 
to the mind of every naturalist who is at the trouble of 
investigating the facts upon which they are founded. 

(290.) Analogical relations of a group are not, as some 
writers suppose, the cause, but the effect, of its natural ar- 
rangement. The clue of affinity is /irst sought for, and 
then, and not till then, do we seek for a uniform law of 
variation in its analogies. It would, therefore, be better, 
perhaps, had we began with giving the affinities of our 
groups in the first instance, and then have proceeded to 
show what analogical results could be drawn from them : 
the cause would then precede the effect. On the other 
hand, it may be said that, by stating the analogies in 
the frst instance, we are, in fact, stating only so many 
propositions, the correctness of which is subsequently 
to be made good by the process of analysing affinities. 
It was under this last point of view that we acted upon 
the plan we shall now continue ; that is, of stating the 
analogies in the first instance, and the affinities after- 
wards ; although it is obvious that the former could 
never have been attained, without the latter had been 
first studied. In first instituting a most extensive com- 
parison of the Dentirostres with the other tribes in- 
cluded in this order, we shall have occasion to notice 
many groups, whose details will be entered upon after 

* Classification of Animals. 
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wards. This plan is subject to some inconveniences ; 
but, upon the whole, it will give the general reader a 
popular insight into their chief peculiarities, and in 
some measure prepare him for the details, which will 
follow in their proper place. All these tables, therefore, 
must be looked on not as proofs, but as presumptive 
evidences in favour of those propositions stated in a 
former volume ; which propositions can only be made 
good by the chain of affinity corresponding to that of 
analogy. Having now explicitly stated the plan upon 
which we sliall uniformly act, we may proceed. 

(291.) H e have already stated that the Dcntirostral 
tribe consists of live families: 1. The Laniadce^ or 
shrikes ; 2. The MeruinUe, or thrushes ; 3. The Syl- 
viadip, or warblers ; 4. The Arnpclidce, or chatterers ; 
and 5. The Muftcicapidcp, or flycatchers. The first is 
the typical, the second the subtypical, and the three last 
form the aberrant group. The names of these families 
will suggest familiar examples, known to almost every 
reader : we, therefore, need not, at present, enter more 
particularly into their characters than what is stated in 
the following tables, the first of which is for the pur- 
pose of comparing these families with the tribes of the 
Inucssores, and also with the primary orders of birds. 


Families of the Typu'ttl and analogical Tribes of Orders of 
the Oeiitirostres. Characters. the liisessorcs. Jhrils. 

f Pre-eniincntly tFio re-^ 

3. Lamad.^. < presentatives of thcfCuNTiaosTRES. Rapi'OREs. 

f tribe. 3 

flJill more lcngthcn«i,'| 

I the notch 
2. Merulid/F.. s ffct 

I for walking. 

I vorous. 


ore lengthcnwi,! 
notch smaller ; | 
more adapted }■ 
talking. Omni. I 
IS. J 


. SYLVIADiTS. 


4 . 


i 


f Scek their food among ^ 
trees ; tail feathers 
I more or leas pointed. 

[ Insectivorous. 

fFccd chiefly ujiGn Rofll 
male/ Moult twice 


CONIROSTKES. iNSESSORES. 


SC'ANSORliS. RaSORRS. 


,®|SCA. 


vegetables ; plumage I 
very brilliant in the 1 

■ male ; dull in the fe- j-TEr-uiROsiui s. Grallatobes 
I male. Moult twice I 
y annually. 
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I'arnilics of the 
the Dcntirostres. 

5. MlSCICAPIOiK.’ 


Typical and analogical Tribes of 
Characters. the liisesson's. 


Head large ; bill de-1 
pressed, furnished 
with strong bristles. 
Entirely inst'ctivo- 
rous ; ‘ feed on the 
wing. 


riSSIlKiSTUCS. 


On lets of i 
birds. 


Natatohes, 


(2,02.) The reader will bear in mind on this, and all 
subsequent occasions, that the affinitie.s‘ are expressed 
perpendicularly, and the analogies horizontally ; in other 
words, that each of these three columns form a circular 
group. In the first column the tyrant fly-catchers 
unite with tlie tyrant shrikes ; thus bringing the il//LS- 
cicapift^p and the iMuiadcp together. In the second 
column tile FisitirintU'e>i pass into the DenUroati'eit, by 
means of the broad-bille<l Prionitf^s in one, and the 
Todies in the other ; while the union of the Natatores 
with the raptorial land birds is well known to be cffc'cted 
by those eagles of the ocean, the frigate pelicans. The 
Jiffinities being now intimatcxl, let us turn to the analo- 
gies. The Lanutda^ being pre-eminently typical of the 
Deutirostres, are, of course, their representatives. The 
thrushes {Mendido'), like the conirostral birds, seek 
their food as much upon the ground as among trees ; 
botli have the feet, in consequence, very ])erfectly 
formed, and the bill more than usually lengthened. 
The typical warblers all live among trees, the ramifica- 
tions of which they explore, like the scansorial tribe, in 
search of insects ; and their tall feathers, like those of 
their representatives, arc pointed, although in a different 
manner. I ii this part of our series, however, the analo- 
gies become less evident ; and their force diminishes 
still farther on comparing the Ampelidce with the Tanui- 
Q'o^stres. Still there are sufficient resemblances, however 
remote, to render it probable that others might be found, 
did we know more of the natural economy of these 
groups. The typical chatterers, however, like the tc- 
nuirostral genera, have the weakest bills and the shortest 
feet in their respective circles : no others feed so little 
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upon insects ; and no others change their plumage twice 
every year : this latter character, indeed, is one of those 
which assimilates both groups to the Gral/atores' much 
more than we formerly supposed, before we had ascer- 
tained the fact of this peculiarity l)eing confined to 
tenuirostral types. Having now reached the most 
aberrant grouj^s in the circles we are tracing, nature 
begins to return to her original types ; and both the 
affinities and the analogies become stronger as they 
approach the groups standing at the head of each co- 
lumn. Thus every ornithologist knows how completely 
tile M resemble the l^'isairontrM in their small 
depressed bill, their slender feet, their purely insectivo- 
rous diet, and their habit of taking their prey only upon 
the wing. The analogy, in fact, blends into an affinity ; 
because the Muavicapidrt is that division of the den- 
tirostral tribe which passes into the fissirostral, and 
connects the two circles. It is wholly unnecessary to 
enlarge upon the analogies indicated by the third co- 
lumn ; for, if those between the first and second are 
valid, it follows that those of the first and third are 
t?qually so ; seeing that we have already shown in what 
Avay the tribes of the Inaemfioms represent the orders of 
birds (282.). 

(2.9.3.) Some very interesting facts will be elicited by 
our next comparing the <lentirostral families with tliose 
of the Coiiirostrea, already stated to consist of the crows 
(^Corvulce^, the starlings {Sturnidee^, the finches 
(Frhifjil/idrrJf the plantain, or fruit-eaters (J\lusopha- 
fjidre), and the hornhills (Jiticerida), 

Families of I’amilies of 

l^Mitirostres. Analogies. (’oiiircstrcs. 

liAMAiKK. Rapacious, feeding upon living animals. CoRvin.f:. 

Meeuu,.*. *■'" “"“IsruEM,,,.. 

bYL% lAi)^. J respective groups. J 

AMPEI,1D,E. [ ‘'‘.’ifo “ 1 !™““ = *■“' ] 
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The rapacious habits of shrikes and crows are well 
known ; for the latter have been frequently seen to fly 
off with young ducks and chickens from the poultry 
yard, and carry them to their nest as food. This analogy 
is also expressed by the French name of Fie-greche, 
long since given to the shrikes, and by the corvine 
shrike (Lanim eorvinuit, Shaw) having been classed by 
Linnaean writers, although erroneously, as a crow. 
When we see blackbirds (Merulidoi), and fleldfares 
(^Stnrni(l(e)y feeding during the autumn in the same 
mejidow with starlings, both looking after the same 
kind of food, and both flocks frequently intermixed, 
who can doubt that one family represents the other ? 
It will be remembered that the warblers and flnehes 
are among the smallest of all birds ; their feet also 
are more particularly formed for active exercise among 
trees, while they blend into each other so imperceptibly, 
that many of the titlarks (^Anthus) cannot well be dis- 
tinguished from true larks. The plantain-eaters {Mu^ 
sophagidfp) perfectly resemble the fruit-eaters (Ampe^ 
lidee), in living only upon pulpy vegetables : both have 
the feet very short, and both are remarkable for their 
rich colours. The resemblance of the JimerUUe or 
hornhills, to the MnscAcapid^^ or flycatchers, is par- 
ticularly curious, since we might, at first, be puzzled in 
discovering how two families, so very opposite in their 
general aspect, could yet represent each other. The 
hornhills, of all the conirostral birds, have the most 
enormous and disproportionate bills ; so, in fact, have 
the tody flycatchers (^Eurglaimus), since the width of 
their bill is often greater than that of their head : both 
also have the feet very short, and the two outer toes 
united together more than half their length. No analogy, 
in fact, can be more perfect ; for both, by this latter 
peculiarity, represent the web-footed order of swimming 
birds {Natatores), and both, like the swallows, have 
very round nostrils. 

(294.) We shall next compare this tribe with the 
Scansores, or climbing birds; to which, as they are 
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farther removed, we may expect their analogies to be 
less striking : some very curious coincidences, however, 
will result from the comparison. 


ATialt^ics. 

Bill very short ; distinctly toothed. 


Families of 
Scaiisorcs. 

Psi'lTACID/K. 
riCIDIAB. 

Ckktiiiadtb. 

CUCUMD®. 

Rampiiastid/e. Bill enormous. 


Families of 
Dentirostres. 
Lamadas. 


Bill very slender. Svlviap.i:. 

f Bill and logs short ; feed only upon soft \ Ampei 
\ substances. 3 




When wc see the short and strongly-toothed bill of the 
shrike, reproduced, as it were, upon a parrot, wc cease 
to wonder that the old systematists should confound 
affinity with analogy, and because the bills of the two 
birds so much resemble each other, should have placed 
the two groups close together, although the one is rapa- 
cious and the other frugivorous. We were long per- 
plexed in discovering why nearly all the true thrushes 
(Merulido}) have the ends of their tail feathers terminates! 
by minute and delicate points ; until, by instituting the 
comparisons we are now making, the exjdanation came 
to light. A tail, ending in very sharp points, is well 
known to be the pre-eminent character of the true 
woodpeckers ; a family so very distant from the thrushes, 
that, but for this exquisitely beautiful bond of relation- 
ship, it would have been impossible to trace their 
analogy. There is, however, this difference, that the 
pointed feathers of the woodpecker are actually necessary 
to its economy, while those of the thrush are merely slen- 
der filaments projecting beyond the webs that are on each 
side the shaft. On looking to the Certhintlce, or creepers, 
and the Sylviadoj, or w^arblers, innumerable points of 
strong analogy present themselves : these, as usual, have 
been mistaken for affinities ; so that, to this day, there is 
scarcely an ornithologist who has not mistaken one for 
the other. The common gold crest (Sylvia regulus) 
climbs among trees, and is not only called a wren by 
the vulgar, but is placed in the same family with the 
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trae wren ( Troglodytes Europceus) by all writers ; while 
others consider they actually belong to the same genus ! 
No analogy can be' stronger ; yet it has already been 
demonstrated that this is no true affinity ; one being 
a fly-catching warbler, the other a warbling creeper. 
We ourselves have not been exempt from error in 
this matter ; since, on defining the subgenus Oa^y~ 
glossus*^ some years ago (not being aware it had pre- 
viously received the name of Mniotilta), we placed 
it among the scansorial creepers, although its true 
station is now proved to be with the warblers. t The 
cuckows (Cwmlidai\ and the chatterers (AmpeUdoi), 
which are the next parallel families, imitate each other 
in the soft and juicy nature of their food, which they 
are both enabled to swallow whole, by the great width 
of their mouth. The enormous size of die bill in the 
toucans (Eamphastidee) gives us another remarkable 
analogy to the todies (Eurylaimus), whose bills are 
e<iually disproportionate for the size of the head ; and 
this is rendered even more striking by the bill of 
Eurylfiitnus corydon Tern., having indications of that 
toothed margin common to the toucans. 

(295.) Let us next bring this tribe into comparison 
with that of the Suctorial birds {Tenuirostres Sw.), 
for, dissimilar as they are, we shall yet find a distant, 
although very definite, relation between them. 


Families of 
Tenuirostres. 

TROCillLIDilS. 




Families of 

Analogies. Dentirostres. 

Gonys, or outer half of the under man- ^ 
diblc thick and ascending ; claws sharp ( Laniad.i:. 
and slender. . 3 


ClNNYRIDAS. 
^ICLIiniAGID.V.. i 


PaRAU1S11>A£ 




Gonys not ascending; legs and claws 
stouter and more obtuse. 

Bill slender, notched; feet of moderate 
length-, very perfect ; toes disunited 
Bill stout : feet short,' strong ; hind toe 
nearly as long as the tarsus ; toes dis- 
united. 


] 

} 


I 


Mkiiulio^e. 

SYLVIAUA::. 


AMlMiLin.E. 


PnoMEHoPiaE. Feet short ; toes much united. MuscicAPinE. 


Where two tribes, like these, are so very remote in 
affinity, it will always happen, as may naturally be 

* We have since transferred this name to a genus of tree creepers. 

- Northern Zoology, vol. ii. p. 
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supposed^ that the typical families ^vill bear a much 
fainter analogy to each other, than what will be found 
between the aberrant groups. Thus, upon looking to a 
shrike and a humming-bird, we can only be surprised 
that there actually is that agreement in the bill which 
we have just noticed. There is also, towards the end 
of the upper mandible of a humming-bird’s bill, a 
peculiarity which shows us the very first development 
of a tooth : the sides are suddenly turned inward, and 
tlius a slight angle is formed exactly at that part of the 
margin where the real toothed process of the shrike 
appears (^fig. 1 . «). This structure is not seen in the 
Cinnyridre, the types of which, moreover, have the 
gtmySi or under edge of the lower mandible, either 
straight or bent downwards, like the generality of birds, 
but never upwards, as in shrikes and humming-birds. 
The resemblance, also, in point of colour, between tlie 
lineated ant-thrushes {Pitta), and some of the African 
sun birds {Cmnyris) holds good in the present instance. 
It is no less curious than true, that the humming-bird, 
if we consider its diminutive size, is even more bold 
and courageous than a shrike : it not only attacks others 
of its own tribe, with the greatest fierceness, but aU 
small birds who presume to alight upon its favourite 
feeding tree. This trait in its character we have repeat- 
edly witnessed. From the very fine and acute structure 
of its claws, we may naturally suppose they are used in 
these battles as offensive weapons, since the bill is ob- 
viously too weak. If this latter fact was ascertained, 
these two opposite genera would x>ossess a habit un- 
known to all others of. their respective tribes. The 
similarity between the warblers {Sylviadoi), and tlie 
honeysuckers of New Holland {Meliphagidai), is much 
stronger than would at first be imagined : and we ac- 
cordingly find that authors have blended them together. 
To this day we have the worm-eating warblers ( Ver- 
mivora), confounded with the genus Diceum by M. 
Cuvier, and several of the true warblers, put on so 
much the appearance of tenuirostral birds, that even a 
A A 2 
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scientific observer would not at first detect their true 
nature. As both families represent the scansorial or 
climbing tribe, we find that the ends of their tail 
feathers terminate in points, more or less developed : 
witness, Sylvia, Farus, Sylvico/a, Setophaga, &c., among 
the Sylimdoi, and the whole of the true MeliplwgidiB in 
the otlier family. The A^aluablc information on the 
habits of the paradise birds {ramdiaida^), given by 
M. Lesson, confirms our previous supposition that they 
■were analogous to the fruit-eaters of America : both 
are the largest birds in their respective tribes ; lx)th 
feed almost entirely upon fruits ; both have the plumage 
particularly brilliant, and developed in the most extra- 
ordinary and unusual manner ; and both have short but 
very strong feet, with the hind toe very large. A single 
glance at the feet of the African hoo]>ocs {Promero^ 
pidee), and those of the typical flycatchers (^Eurylaimus), 
shows in how beautiful and perfect a manner the two 
families correspond ; both representing, at the same 
time, the short legged, web-footed, order of swimming 
birds {Kntfitorcfi), not only by the peculiar imbecility 
of their feet, but by always living in the vicinity of 
w’ater. 

(^96.) From the last family we continue our com- 
parison to the Fisfiirostres, or swallow-likc tribe, merely 
for the sake of pointing out t\vo extraordinary resem- 
blances ; since all the others, from the great difference of 
the two groups, are too obscure to be dwelt upon. 

Families of Families of 

Fissirostros, Analogfcs. DentiWistres. 

CAPiUMi’LoioyL:. Seize their prey by the foot. Laniau.3>. 

HiRi!NDiMDiE. Scizc thcit prcy by the bill. Merijlidt.. 

MEiionoJE. ? SylviadjE. 

llALcvoNiDiH. Gape very wide, reaching beyond the eyes. Ampelid.!::. 
Trooonid.k Bill short ; wide, strong feet ; syridactyle. Miiscicapiu^i:. 

The shrikes arc nearly the only birds in the order of 
pcrchers which have a distinct tooth towards the middle of 
their bill, but this very character we find also in several 
of the foreign goatsuckers. Both these families, according 
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to the observations of White^ use the foot to secure 
their prey ; while swallows anti thrushes seize theirs 
alone by the bill. The little teeth along the margin of 
the trogon’s bill, almost disappear in the Asiatic species, 
while the todies {Eurylairnus corydon Tern.) show a ten- 
dency to assume this character. The analogies of the 
remaining families of the Fissirostres can only be traced 
through their other representatives. That between the 
Hulcyonidoi and the Ampelida*^ for instance, is only 
seen by looking to the wading order, rather than to the 
chatterers ; since we then get an explanation why the 
bill of a kingfisher so perfectly resembles that of a 
heron, — why both live near water, and catch fish, 
nearly in the same manner. But having now traversed 
the circle of jjcrchers, the analogies have become in- 
sensibly reversed ; or rather, have so imperceptibly 
changed their character, that they are, as it were, 
doubled. Whether we arc thus to account for no im- 
jnediate and apparent analogy cxisdng between the 
Meropid<e and the Sylviadcp, and between the Haley- 
onifice and the AmpelidcBy we know not : certain it is 
that their relations appear to be very obscure. But 
may not this arise from the Fusiroatrea possessing a 
greater tendency to unite themselves with the 
and thus to complete their own circle, than to i)ass into 
the Hentirostres, and thereby enter another circle ? 
This property of aberrant groups we have before re- 
marked upon. Let us see, therefore, whether there is 
a stronger resemblance l)etween the Fissirostres and the 
Scanaores, than between the Fu\si7'o.s‘tr(is and the 
tirostres. If this proves to be the case, we shall have 
an important confirmation of the above opinion. 

Families of Families of 

Fissirostres. Analogies. Scaiisorcs. 

rBill very short, hookcii, sometimes^ 
€APRiMiJL£iiD£. < tootlied ; gonys ascciidiiig. Take thei: > Fsittacid/E. 

C food by the foot. 3 

Hiei/sdiotdjj. { Tail frcquratly rtiff. rigid, and ending^ j,,„„ 

A A 3 
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Families of Families of 

Fissirostres. Analo^es. Scaiisoresi 

H-cvo:«d^ 

Trogonida. Bill strong, thick, the margin serrated. RAMi>iiA$rriD;i-: 

No one, it is true, would ever mistake a goatsucker for 
a parrot, yet how singularly do they resemble each other 
in some of the most remarkable peculiarities of their 
structure. The facility with which swallows perch and 
retain their hold, in the most perpendicular situations, 
is a power only possessed by climbing birds ; but the 
analogy is carried much farther by a genus of swallows 
{CJia'tura), whose tails arc more stiff and sharp than 
Uiose of the most typical woodpeckers. By comparing 
the bills of any of the South American creepers (Dcb- 
drocolaptes), with those of the bee-eaters (Mcropidte), 
and we shall he at no loss to discover the analogy of the 
two families ; and this resemblance even extends to their 
feet, the three anterior toes, in each group, being all united 
together at their base. The analogy between the two 
next families in the table is still more remarkable, for 
not only are the toes of the puff birds (Tamatia) ar- 
ranged like those of the cuckows, but the likeness is so 
strong as to have deceived every naturalist into a belief 
that they were actually united by affinity : . we ha\ne 
shown, however, that no two tribes can be more distinct 
in manners and natural economy. They must be kept 
sq^arate in all systems professing to be natural. There 
remains, therefore, but one more comparison, — that 
between the trogons and the toucans : by these two 
families, as we conceive, the Fissirostres and Scan^ores 
are united. We accordingly find that this is effected 
by the r^otmots {Prionites'), which indisputably present 
not the slightest affinity to the hornbills, and yet they 
s^ow the strongest inclination to unite with the Fissiros^ 
tresy by means of the Prionites platyrhynchusy and the 
Galbula grandis in their own circle. 

(^97«) That analogies change, and become inter- 
mixed, in certain groups, according to the position 
occupied by such groups, is a fact we have before 
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insisted upon, and of which we shall now give addi- 
tional proofs. In speaking of the various analogies 
exhibited by the climbing birds {Scansores)^ we have 
shown in how many ways they may be represented. 
The correct series, however, appears to us to be the 
following : — 


Tribes of 
Perchers. 
1>BNTIR08TRES. 
CONIROSTRES. 

SCANSORES. 

Tenuirostrrs. 

PlHSIHOSTRES. 


Families of 

Analogies. Climbers. 

Bill short, hooked, toothed. PsirrAciDiE. 

Bill conic. Picin/U. 

I" Ends of the tail feathers naked, hard, j 

^ Mouth smooth, bill slender, flight | 

Catch their prey in the air. RAMWiAsTiDiE. 


That the parrots represent the shrikes, and consequently 
the Dentirostres, is quite evident ; and both these, it 
must be remembered, are subtypicsd groups. The per- 
fection of the whole order of perchers lies with the 
Conirostresy — while the perfection of the scansorial 
structure is unquestionably in the woodpeckers : thus 
do the Conirostres and the Picidas agree. The scan- 
sorial tribe, however, is aberrant, so also arc the creepers 
who, by having diiferent modes of climbing, may be 
said, in one sense, to be even superior to the wood- 
peckers. The former can descend a tree with just as 
much case as they ascend it ; but the latter seldom 
dimb but in an upward direction. Rapidity of flight 
and very soft food are the two most prominent dis- 
tinctions of the cuckows and the suctorial Tenuirostres ; 
while the very singular custom remarked in the toucans, 
of throwing their food in the air, and catching it in 
their mouths before it is swallowed, is the first and 
most remarkable developement which nature gives of 
the tribe of Pissirostres, to which these birds unques- 
tionably lead. Such are our ultimate conclusions on 
the true analogies of this tribe. 

(298.) On looking, however, to the analogies of the 
Fissirostres (a group which stands at the opposite point 
of the circle of Insessores), we find that although its 
A A 4 
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families correspond with those of the Scnnsores, they do 
not reciprocally represent the same analogies to othm' 
groups. This will be evident upon studying the fol- 
lowing table ; — 

Tribes of Families of 

Inscssorcs. Analogies. Fissirostres. 

DiivriR.«TRE». ^S«*eH^rirfoodbythcfM^ »i II short. j 

CoNiuOHTttiss. Typical in tlieir rcsjicctivc circles. Hirundinidte. 

ScsVNsoRKs. Passing by means of Pr ionites into the TrogonitUe. 

Tenl'Iiiosthes. mu very long, slender, and entire. llalcyonida:. 

Fissi ROST RES f P*‘cy «Pon the wing ; feet \ 

rissi ROST RES. ^ small, weak, syiulactyle. ^isnropiOie. 

In the two first analogies there is no alteration ; since 
the Caprimiilgidai as correctly represent the Dmlirostrett, 
as they do the Paittnaidre : and the Hirundinid/c main- 
tain the typical station corresponding to* the Conirostres 
and the Picldce, Here, however, the mutual corre- 
spondence of the groups cease ; for the TrogonidfPy which 
correspond to the Ramphmtid^fiy do not stand opposite 
to the Fissirostredy but to the Seansores, being that 
tribe into which they blend. True it is that this ana- 
logy would seem to be obscure, and even questionable, 
were it not for the genera Prionlten and Nyctiornid ; 
yet setting aside these forms, every one must perceive 
that the trogons, of all the tissi rostral birds, are those 
only which exhibit any similarity in their structure to 
the gallinaceous order, lioth have short and remark, 
ably convex wings, the quills of which are very stiff 
and curved inwards, while the Calurus pavoniims, Sw., 
or peacock trogon, makes this analogy comprehensible 
to the most ordinary observer. We may, therefore, 
establish the analogy of the trogons to the Scansorea 
by their similarity to the liasores, and this without 
insisting on their actually passing into the liamphastiikB, 
We next proceed to the Halcyonidte, which represent 
the Tenuirostres and the Grallatores ; so also does 
Cuculusy and therefore nothing more need be said on 
these analogies : but the case is very different regarding 
the next. The Meropidte, as we have before seen. 
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typify the CertMn(l(B ; but the former appear, from our 
table, to represent the Fmirodre.Sf whereas die latter we 
have formerly compared to the Smmom. Two analo- 
gous groups are thus made to represent different tribes. 
How can this lie explained ? We reply, that if the four 
first analogies in this table are correedy stated, this, 
which is the fifth and last, munt be correct. And 
this position will be evident on looking farther into the 
matter. Of all the three (tberrant families of the Fu'- 
drttdrf'jf, the Meropidw are those only which pursue 
and iinrrh af/rr their prey upon tJie wing. Now this 
fact we know from personal observation. Wc have 
seen the trogons, the puff birds (Tittmtiu), and the 
jacamas, of South America, watching for passing insects, 
within the shady nooks of thickets, and then mdy darting 
upon them; and we have seen flocks of bee-eaters, 
annually come from Africa to Italy and skim over the 
gardens, plantations, and open country, seardiing after 
insects precisely in the same manner as swallows. Now 
as the Fimrostral group is an aberrant tribe in the 
circle of InmnorcH, so all other groups intended to re- 
present it must also bo aberrant in their own circle. 
This is the case with die Meropidee ; and, therefore, as 
the trogons represent the Rasore^y and join the Scan- 
sores y so do the Meropldas typify the Natntoresy and, 
consequently, the Fmirostres, 

"e now conclude otLr introductory exposition 
of the dcntirostral tribe. However tedious it {lossibly 
may appear to the general reader, we feel persuaded it 
will be acceptable to the true naturalist, whose delight 
it is to contemplate that unity op design, amidst the 
most diversified and inexhaustible variety, which can 
alone emanate from Omnipotence. 
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